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ORIGINAL    DEDICATION   to  TATLER, 
Vol.   IV. 


To  the  Right  Honourable 

CHARLES    Lord     HALIFAX. 


From  the  Hovel  at  Hamptok- 
wiCK*,  ^pril'j,  171 1. 


My  Lord, 


WHEN  I  firft  refolved  upon  doing  myfelf 
this  honour,  I  could  not  but  indulge  a 
certain  vanity  in  dating  from  this  little  covert, 

where 

*  Steele  built,  and  inhabltedy^r  a  few  years^  an  elegant 
houfe  adjoining  to  the  fide  of  the  palace,  which  he  called  by 
this  name.  Not  long  after  the  date  of  this  dedication,  being 
embarrafled  by  his  vanity  of  profufion^  or  his  imprudence  of  ge- 
neroftty^  he  borrowed  loool.  of  Addison  on  this  houfe  and 
its  furniture,  giving  bond  and  judgment  for  the  repayment  of 
the  money  at  the  end  of  twelve  months.  On  the  forfeiture 
of  the  bond,  Addison's  attorney  proceeded  to  execution  ; 
*'  the  houfe  and  furniture  were  fold;  the  furplus  Addison 
<«  remitted  to  Steele,  with  a  genteel  letter,  ft'ating  the 
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* 

where  I  have  frequently  had  the  honour  of  your 
Lordfhip's  company,  and  received  from  You 
very  many  obligaticns.  The  elegant  folitude 
of  this  place,  and  the  greatefl  pleafures  of  it,  J 
ovi-e  to  its  being  fo  near  thofe  beautiful  manors 
wherein  you  fometimes  reiide.  It  is  not  retiring 
from  the  world,  but  enjoying  its  moft  valuable 
bleflings,  when  a  man  is  permitted  to  (hare  ir^ 
your  Lordfhip's  conyerfations  in  the  country. 
All  the  bright  images  which  the  Wits  of  pall 
ages  have  left  behind  them  in  their  waitings^ 
the  noble  plans  which  the  greateft  Statefmea 
have  laid  down  for  adminiftration  of  affairs,  are 
equally  the  familiar  objed:s  of  your  knowledge. 
But  what  is  peculiar  to  your  Lordfliip  above 
all  iheilluftrious  perfonages  that  have  appeared 

**  reafon  of  this  extraordinary  procedure^  yiz.  to  awaker^ 
*'  him,  if  pofiible,  from  a  lethargy  that  muft  end  in  his  inr 
"  evitable  ruin."  Steele  received  the  letter  with  his 
wonted  compofure  and  gaiety,  met  his  friend  as  ufual,  and 
the  friendfliip  fubfilted  to  the  end  of  Addison's  life,  with  a 
few  little  bickerings  [fays  Dr.  Birch]  o?!  (economical  occajions^ 
Addison,  it  feems,  dealt  at  this  time  with  Steele's  houfe, 
as  he  did  afterwards  with  Steele's  Sir  R.  de  Coverley^  whom 
he  deliberately  killed^  as  Budgell,  in  his  "  Bee,"  idly  relies, 
for  fear  left  fomebody  might  murder  him.  But  this  is  not  the 
place  to  enter  farther  into  the  particulars,  or  the  difcuffion  of 
this  ftory,  ^c.  It  is  only  neceflary  to  fay  here,  that  it 
makes  part  of  a  letter  to  Mr.  Garrick,  from  a  man  of  reputed 
veracity,  who  proftffes  that  he  had  his  relation,  firft  from  the 
celebrated  zdiox  Mr.  Wilks,  and  afterwards  a  full  confirm- 
ation of  it  from  Steele's  own  lips,  who  it  is  faid,  always 
confidered  this  ftep  as  meant  by  his  friend  "  to  do  htm 
fervice."  Victor's  "  Orig.  Letters,  &c."  Vol.  I,  p.  326, 
and  329.  Edit.  1776,  8vo.  3  Vols. 

in 
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iii  any  age,  is,  that  wit  and  learning  have  fr4)ni 
your  example  fallen  into  a  new  ara^.  Your 
patronage  has  produced  thofe  arts,  whieh  before^ 

fliurined' 

*  "  Of  him,"  fays  Dr;  Johnsoi^,  "  who  from  a  poet 
"  became  a  patron  of  poets,  it  will  be  readily  believed  that 
•'  the  works  would  not  mifs  of  celebration.  Addison  be- 
"  gan  to  praife  him  early,  and  was  followed  or  accompa- 
'^  nied  by  other  poets  •  perhaps  by  almoft  al!,  except  Swift 
"  and  Pope  ;  who  forbore  to  flatter  him  in  his  life,  and  after 
"  his  death  fpoke  of  him,  Swift  with  flight  cenfure,  and 
•'  Pope  in  the  charader  of  Bufo  with  acrimonious  contempt. 
*'  He  was,  as  Pope  (siys,  fed  with  dedications ;  for  Tickell 
"  aflirms,  that  no  dedicator  was  unrewarded.  Many  a 
"  blandiihment  was  pra6tifed  upon  Halifax,  which  he 
*'  would  never  have  known,  had  he  had  no  other  attra6tions 
*'  than  thofe  of  his  Poetry,  of  which  a  fhort  time  has  v/ither- 
*'  ed  the  beauties.  It  would  now  be  efteemed  no  honour, 
*'  by  a  contributor  to  the  monthly  bundles  of  verf^^s,  to  be 
"  told,  that,  in  ftrains  either  familiar  or  folemn,  he  fings 
"  like  Montague."  Dr.  Johnson's  "  Lives  of  ^.n^rliHi 
Poets,"  Vol.  II.  p.  298,  &c.  Ed.  8vo.  1781. 

Be  this  as  it  may,  it  is  certain  the  merit  or  demerit  of 
Halifax's  characSleris  not  to  be  eftimated  by  his  Verfes  only  5 
though,  a<^ter  all  that  can  be  juftly  faid  ajrainft  them,  they 
are  probably  as  good  as  any  Nobleman  in  his  citcumftances 
ought  to  write,  to  be  praife-worthy,  or  irreproachable.  It 
mufl:  likewife  be  confefied,  that  there  were  (hades  in  this  lord's 
chara6ter,  and  abatements  mufl:  be  made  in  the  over-favour- 
able reprefentations  of  his  party-men  and  beneficiaries.  But 
ftill  the  memorable  things  of  his  iihiftrious  and  beneficial  life 
are  too  important  and  too  numerous  to  be  brought  eaiily 
within  the  compafs  of  a  note  fuiiable  to  this  place. 

It  is  fuflicier.t  to  fay  here,  that  his  Lordfliip's  great  good- 
nature and  moderation,  his  diftinguifhed  eminence  and  ufe- 
fulnefs  as  a  flatefman,  his  fignal  proficiency  in  literature  and 
talle,  his  general  patronage  of  men  of  wit  and  letters,  and 
his  marked  attention  to  fcience,  which  is  a  plant  that  can* 
not  thrive,  even  in  the  apt  foil  of  England,  without  water* 

a  2  ing, 
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fhunned  the  commerce  of  the  world.  Into  the 
fecvice  of  life;  and  it  is  to  You  we  owe,  that 
the  man  of  wit  has  turned  himfelf  to  be  a  man 
of  bufinefs.  The  falfe  delicacy  of  men  of  ge- 
nius, and  the  objections  which  others  were  apt 
to  infinuate  againfl  their  abilities  for  entering 
into  affairs,  have  equally  vanifhed.  And  expe- 
rience has  fhewn,  that  men  of  letters  are  not 
only  qualified  with  a  greater  capacity,  but  alfo 

a  greater 

ing,  defervedly  entitled  him  to  the  pralfes  of  fcholars,  which 
are  not  always  given  with  nice  judgment,  or  in  due  pro- 
portion ;  and,  in  a  way  not  difhonourable  to  the  givers  or 
the  receiver,  account  fufficiently  for  what  the  Do6tor  calls 
"  the  blandifliments  that  were  praftifed  upon  Halifax." 
This  nobleman,  to  his  great  honour,  was,  to  the  end  of 
his  life,  peculiarly  kind  and  ferviceable  to  Steele,  who  was 
of  congenial  political  principles,  and  lived  long  with  him  in 
habits  of  familiarity  and  friendftiip.  If  the  accomplifhments 
of  Lord  Halifax  had  even  been  fewer,  and  his  merit  lefs  than 
the  generality  of  his  contemporary  writers  lead  us  to  believe, 
our  author's  account  of  him  claims  particular  regard  and 
credit.  Steele,  who  knev/  him  well,  had  a  penetrating 
underftanding,  and  an  independent  fpirit.  His  pen  was  al- 
ways ready,  at  the  fervice  of  his  friends  and  his  party ;  but 
it  was  always  guided  by  a  ftrict  regard  to  truth,  and  a  nice 
fenfe  of  honour ;  and  though  gratitude,  or  friendfhip,  might 
induce  him  to  lavifh,  nothing  could  have  fwayed  him  to  pro- 
ftitute  praife.  Thefe  confiJerations  feem  to  this  writer  fuf- 
ficient  to  exempt  what  is  faid  here,  and  in  the  Dedication  of 
the  fecond  volume  of  the  Spectator,  from  the  imputation 
of  intentional  flattery,  and  to  furnifti,  fo  far  as  Steele's 
teftimony  goes,  a  ftrong  prefumption,  if  not  a  dccifive 
proof  in  favour  of  Lord  Halifax.  To  the  laft-men- 
tioned  Dedication^  and  the  note  upon  it,  the  reader  is  referred, 
for  a  more  particular  account  of  this  amiable  and  refpe6table 
nobleman,  who  died  May  19,  J 71 5.  See  Biogr.  Brit. 
art.  Montague. 


TO  THE  FOURTH  VOLUME.         r 

a  greater  integrity  in  the  difpatch  of  bufinefs*. 
Your  own  ftudies  have  been  diverted  from  be- 
ing the  higheft  ornament,  to  the  higheft  ufe 
to  mankind-f* ;  and  the  capacities  which  would 
have  rendered  you  the  greateft  poet  of  your 
age,  have  to  the  advantage  of  Great-Britain 
been  employed  in  purfuits  which  have  made 
You  the  moft  able  and  unbiafTed  patriot.  A 
vigorous  imagination,  an  extenlive  apprehen- 
fion,  and  a  ready  judgment,  have  diftinguifhed 
you  in  all  the  illuftrious  parts  of  adminiftra- 
tion,  in  a  reign  attended  with  fuch  difliculties, 

that 


*  Apparently  an  intended  compliment  to  feveral  of 
Steele's  friends,  and  particularly  to  Addison,  who, 
though  he  never  remitted  the  fees  of  his  office,  never  would 
accept  of  any  more  than  was  ftated  and  cuftomary.  A  re- 
markable inftance  of  this  integrity  was,  his  refufal  of  a  bank 
note  of  300I.  and  afterwards  of  a  diamond  ring  of  the  fame 
value,  from  a  Major  Dunbar^  re-afcertained  by  an  original 
letter  of  Addison  himfelf,  for  which  the  public  were  ori- 
ginally indebted  to  Curll. 

f  Lord  Halifax,  apparently  in  a  very  vigorous  ftate  of 
health,  was  taken  fuddenly  ill,  May  15,  17 15,  of  an  inflam- 
mation in  his  lungs,  which  put  an  end  to  his  life  on  the  19th 
day  of  the  fame  nionth.  Mr.  Theobald  fays,  that  arts  and 
fciences  were  more  indebted  to  this  great  man,  than  to  any 
private  man  perhaps  that  ever  our  nation  produced.  "  His 
*'  confummate  knowledge  [fays  Mr.  Tickell]  in  all  kinds  of 
"  bufinefs,  his  winning  eloquence  in  public  aflemblies,  his 
*'  a6live  zeal  for  the  good  of  his  country,  and  the  fhare  he 
"  had  in  conveying  the  fupreme  power  to  an  illuftrious  fa- 
*'  mily,  famous  for  being  friends  to  mankind,  are  fubjedts 
'*  eafy  to  be  enlarged  upon,  but  incapable  of  being  ex- 
^'  haufted.  He  relied  not  in  a  barren  admiration  of  the  po- 
*'  lite  arts,  wherein  he  was  himfelf  fo  great  a  mafter,  but 
4  "  was 
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that  the  fame  talents  without  the  fame  quIck-» 
nefs  in  the  poffeffion  of  them,  would  have  been 
incapable  of  conquering.  The  natural  fuc-* 
cefs  of  fuch  abilities,  has  advanced  You  to  a 
feat  in  that  illuftrious  houfe,  where  You  were 
received  by  a  crowd  of  your  relations.  Great 
as  you  are  in  your  honours,  and  perfonal  qua- 
lities, I  know  You  will  forgive  an  humble 
neighbour,  the  vanity  of  pretending  to  a  place 
in  your  friendfhip,  and  fubfcribing  himfelf, 
my  Lord, 

Your  Lordfhip's 

Moft  obliged, 

and  moft  devoted  fervant, 
Richard    Steele. 


«*  was  a^luated  by  that  humanity  they  naturally  infpire ; 
«  which  gave  rite  to  many  excellent  writers,  who  have  caft 
*'  a  light  upon  the  age  in  which  he  lived,  and  will  diftinguifh 
*'  it  to  pofterity.  It  is  well  known,  that  very  few  cele- 
**  brated  pieces  have  been  publifhed  for  feveral  years,  but 
*'  what  were  either  promoted  by  his  encouragement,  or  fup- 
"  ported  by  his  approbation,  or  recompenfed  by  his  bounty. 
**  And  if  the  fucceffion  of  men  who  excel  in  the  moft  refined 
"  arts  (hould  not  continue,  [though  fome  may  impute  it  to 
"  a  decay  of  genius  in  our  countrymen]  thofe  who  are  ac- 
"  quainted  with  his  Lordfliip's  character  will  know  more 
«  juftly  how  to  account  for  it.'*  This  quotation  is  from 
Mr.  Theobald,  See  Censor,  Vol.  I.  N**  28,  p.  197.  Edit. 
1717,  2  Vols.  i2mo. 
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N°  190.  Tuefday,  June  27,  1710. 
STEELE*. 


-— — Timeo  Danaos  ^  donaferentes. 

ViRG.  JEn.  ii.  48. 

Trojans  all  Greeks  and  Grecian  gifcs  diftruft. 
Sheer-lane,  June  26. 

THERE  are  fome  occafions  in  life,  wherein 
Regard  to  a  mans  self  is  the  moft  pitiful 
and  contemptible  of  all  paffions  j  and  iuch  a 
time  certainly  is  when  the  true  Public  spirit  of 

*  This  Paper  is  here  afcribed  to  Steele;  but  there 
feems  to  be  fome  probability,  that  this,  the  preceding,  and 
two  following  numbers  were  all  written  or  communicated 
by  Addison.  It  is  not  fufficient  to  overthrow  this  fuppo- 
fition,  that  thefe  Papers  are  not  reprinted  in  Mr.  TickelTs 
edition  of  Addison's  "  Works,"  for  this  might  have  been 
owing  to  Steele's  prudential  friendfhip,  or  an  exprefs 
injunSiion  to  bids  ihzm^  See  N' 76,  intrgdu^ory  Note^  and 
N'189. 
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a  nation  is  run  into  a  faftion  againft  their 

friends  and  benefactors.  I  have  hinted  hereto- 

;  jfpre  fppiC;  things  which  difcover  the  real  forrow 

]  1  ani  in  at'tii'6  obfervation,  that  it  is  now  very 

'/^mijicHTo  iii,'' Great  Britain,  and  have  had  the 

honoui*  to' be 'pelted  with  feveral  epiftles  to 

expoftulate  with  me  on  that  fubjecl*.  Among 

others, 

*  Addison  had  left  England  almoft  two  months  before 
the  date  of  this  Paper.  The  tory-adminiftration  of  the  four 
laft   years   of  Q.   Anne's  reign  was  now  on  the  eve  of  its 
eftablifhment ;  in  about  three  months  after,  the  refignations 
of  the  whiff  officers  of  ftate  be^an.   SwiFT  in  a  letter  to  Dr. 
Sterne,  dated  London,  Sept.  26,  1710,  fays,  *'  their  re- 
*'  fignation  was  as  lincere,  as  that  of  an  ufurcr  on  his  death- 
bed ;"  and  he  ranks  himfelf,    at  the  fame  time,  with  the 
party  -which  was  juft  then  come  and  coming  into  power. 
Swift's  '^  Works,"  crown  8vo.  Vol.  XIX.  p.  50,  and  51. 
Stefle,  who  had  his  fhare  of  the  zeal  of  party,  and 
befides  a  penetrating  genius^  and  the  pen  of  a  ready  and  an  ele- 
gant writer^  partook  deeply  in  the  chagrin  and   vexation 
which  all  who  were  of  his  principles  felt  on  theprofpecft  of 
the  approaching  change.      He  he^d  at  this  time  two  lucra- 
tive places  under  government,  being  both  Gazetteer,  and 
Commiflioner  of  the  Stamp-Duties  ;   but  he  was  not  to  be 
bridled  in  point  of  party.       Early  in  life,   he  gave  an  unfuf- 
picious  proof  of  his  preferring  the  ftate  of  his  mind  to  that 
-    of  his  fortune,  which  coft  him  the  reverfion  of  a  confidera- 
',    ble  eftate.  in  Ireland  ;   and  in  his  moft  embarralTed  circum- 
ftances,  to  have  been  made  the  firit  man  in  the  nation,  he 
•wouid  not  have  concealed  his  thoughts  in  favour  of  an  in- 
jured perfon,  if  all  the  powers  on  earth  had  gainfaid   it. 
With  tbisglorious  confiitency  of  conduct,  he  acted  on  this 
©ccafKJn,  as  he  certainly  would  have  done,  if  he  had  been 
even  fingle  and    unfupported.     He  bore  his  teftimony  to 
-wbat  he  conceived  to  be  the  truth  of  the  queftion,  when  a 
fnan  whom  he  honoured  was  attacked  ;  and  in  behalf  of  the 
D.  of  Marlborough,  publiflied  that  part  of  N*'  187, 

which 
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others,  one  from  a  perfon  of  the  number  of 
thofe  they  call  Quakers,  who  feems  to  admo- 
niih  me  out  of  pure  zeal  and  good- will.     But 

as 

which  he  well  knew  would  unpardonably  difoblige  many 
with  whom  he  was  ftill  in  habits  of  fiiendfhip,  and  imbitter 
and  increafe  his  enemies. 

It  cannot  well  be  th  lught  that  this  eruption  of  honefty 
would  be  violently  refented  by  Addison,  who  had  full  as 
much  as  he  of  the  zeal  of  the  fame  party,  but  with  more 
circumfpedion,  and  who  probably  tranfrijitted  this  and  the 
two  following  Papers  to  Steele,  although  he  is  only 
declared  to  be  the  author  of  the  laft  of  them. 

Many  however  of  Bickerstaff's  friends  and  readers 
were  doubtlefs  offended  at  this  impolitic  declaration  of  his 
whiggifm.  Swift  in  particular,  now  meditating  the 
defection  which  he  foon  after  avowed,  afFe£ted  to  be  much 
offended  at  it ;  but  unwilling  juft  yet  to  drop  the  mal'k  he 
had  long  worn,  and  wifhing,  for  whatever  reafons,  to  fave 
appearances  with  Steele  for  fome  time  longer,  he  feems 
to  have  written  firji  this  letter  in  the  character  of  a  Qtiaker, 
and  afterwards  the  remonftrance  in  N"  195.  Both  thefe 
letters  are,  much  in  the  manner  of  Swift,  who  was  now 
learning  his  future  trade,  of  which  they  are  curious  fpeci- 
mens,  being  probably  his  firft  exercifes  in  that  inglorious 
employment,  which  to  the  difgrace  of  his  character,  occu- 
pied fo  much  his  time  and  abilities,  for  the  four  foUov^ing 
years.  Such  as  are  converfant  in  Swift's  writings,  need 
not  be  told  how  very  often  he  boafts  of  the  merit  of  having 
admoniflied  Steele  to  abftain  from  politics,  and  to  adhere 
to  a  ftridl  neutrality,  &c. 

Steele  certainly  paid  little  or  no  regard  to  Swift's 
admonitions  ;  he  took  them  at  this  time  however  in  good 
part,  and  places  them  to  the  fcore  of  friendfhip.  But  as  he 
knew  the  world,  and  was  an  excellent  judge  of  chara6^ers, 
he  appears  to  have  fufpefted  Swift's  intention  of  relin- 
quifhing  the  v/hig  party,  and  he  feems  to  have  taken  fome 
pains  to  prevent  it.  This  may  well  be  inferred  from  a  let- 
rer  of  Addison  to  Swift,  date(^  Dublin-caftle,  July  23, 
1710,  fcnt  by  exprefs  to  Swift,  who  was  then  out  of 
B  2  tovvn^ 
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as  there  is  no  chara6ler  fo  nnjiift  as  that  of 
talking  in  party  upon  all  occafions,  without 
refped:  to  merit  or  worth  on  the  contrary  fide ; 

town,  with  a  letter  to  him  from  Steele  inelofed,  written, 
as  Addison  thought,  by  the  authority  of  lord  Halifax, 
and  requiring:,  as  he  fays,  a  fpeedy  anfwer.  See  Swift's 
"  Works,"  utfupra^  Vol.  XiX.  p.  44,  bf  feq. 

It  is  probable  enough,  that  Mrs.  S TEtLK  might  really 
difiike  Swift  ;  but  Steele  might  be  very  thoughtful,  and 
have  other  reafons,  befides  complaif'ance  to  his  vvife,  for 
declining  Swift's  company,  and  not  tnaking  him  an  invita- 
tion^ at  the  lime  when  he  mentions  this  negledl  to  Stella 
with  refentment,  and  calls  Steele  "  a  thoughtlefs  Tisdal 
*'  fellow.  So  what  care  I  (fays  he)  for  his  wit  ?  for  he 
*'  is  the  worft  company  in  the  world,  till  he  has  a  bottle  of 
"  wine  in  his  head."  See  Swift's  "  Works,"  utfupra^ 
Vol    XXII.  p.  62,  and  125 

It  muft  be  added  here,  with  whatever  relucS^ance,  that  the 
expreflion  of  time  ferver  in  the  Quaker's  letter,  and  the 
myfterious  words  immediately  following,  fugged  what  may 
be  thought  a  harfh  conjecture.  If  Swift  was  really  the 
writer  of  this  letter,  it  looks  as  if  he  judged  of  Bicker- 
staff  bv  himfelf,  and  hinted  a  wifh  that  Steele  would 
join  with  him  in  the  tranfition-  to  a  new  party,  which  he 
himfelf  was  juft  going  to  tnake.  The  firft  fentence  of 
Bickerstaff's  remarks  on  the  letter  in  queflion  feems  to 
imply,  that  Steele  underftood  this  dark  paflage  precifely 
in  tliis  fenfe.  7  here  are  not  wanting  pafTages  in  Swift's 
own  writings,  that  feem  to  countenance  this  interpretation. 
But  it  is  fufficient  here  juft  to  mention  it,  the  determination 
of  the  point  is  left  to  the  judgment  of  the  reader. 

If  thefe  conjc£i:ures  fiiould  be  thought  prefumj  tuous  and 
ill-fupported,  the  following  muft  be  judged  ftill  lefs  fatis- 
fadory. 

Prior,  a  fubfcriber  to  thefe  Lucubrations,  himfelf 
perfonally  concerned  in  difgracing  the  D.  of  Marlbo- 
rough, could  not  be  well  pleafed  at  Steele's  introducing 
his  grace's  ill-treatment  into  the  TATLtR,  and  therefore, 
he  iTkewife  might  have  prottfted  againft  this  deviation  from 
the  profelTcd  purpofe  of  the  Paper. 

So 


N'i9o.      THE    TATLER.  5 

fo  there  is  no  part  we  can  ad  fo  juftifiable  as  to 
fpeak  our  mind  when  we  fee  things  jurged  to 
extremity,  againft  all  that  is  praife- worthy  or 
valuable  in  life,  upon  general  and  groundlefs 
fuggeftions.  But  if  I  have  talked  too  frankly 
upon  fuch  refleflions,  my  correfpondent  has 
laid  before  me,  after  his  way,  the  error  of  it  in 
a  manner  that  makes  me  indeed  thankful  for 
his  kindnefs,  but  the  more  inclinable  to  repeat 
the  imprudence  from  the  neceffity  of  the  cir- 
cumftance. 

So  alfo  might  Sir  Andrew  Fountaine,  who  being 
more  intimate  with  Swift  than  Steele  was,  might  fee 
farther  into  the  Doctor's  political  intentions,  and  be  better 
pleafed  at  the  profpc^t.  In  a  letter  to  Swift  of  the  fame 
.date  with  this  Paper,  he  writes  as  follows  :  "  You  have 
*'  loft  your  reputation  here,  and  that  o^  your  baJ}ar.d^\.\iQ 
"  Tatler  is  going  too."  Yet  about  this  time  Steele 
had  enriched  this  bajiard  with  feverai  excellent  Papers,  and 
one  in  particular  that  will  well  bear  a  comparifon  with  any 
in  the  whole  colle6]tion.  The  Paper  alluded  to  is  N°  i8l- 
Steele  was  certainly  both  the  editor  and  the  author  of  . 
that  number,  for  it  contains  fome  particulars  of  his  perfonal 
hiftorv. 

It  would  be  as  ridiculous  to  make  any  ferious  remarks 
hereon  Sir  Andrew  Fountaine's  calling  7^/;^  Tatler, 
Swift's  bajiard^  as  it  would  be  to  animadvert  on  another 
paffage  in  the  fame  letter,  where  he  calls  Swift  himfelf 

"'  the  fon  of  a ."     See  Swift's  "  Works,"  ut  fupra^ 

Vol.  XIX.  p.  43,  44. 

The  political  parts  of  thefe  Papers,  happily  are  but  few, 
and  generally  written  with  fufficient  perfpicuity.  The 
fenfe  of  the  law  cafe  for  example,  in  this  number,  is  juft  as 
obvious  and  intelligible,  as  the  real  name  of  the  perfon 
alluded  to  under  the  appellation  of  Polypragmon  in  the 
following  Paper,  or  the  general  fcope  of  Downes's  Letter 
in  N°  193. 

B  3  ^/  Fi'i^^d 
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190, 


**  Pripnrl   To  a  a  r»  "^^^  *^^  ^^  ^^^    ^^^  month, 

r  I  lenu  is AAC,  which  is  the  month  June. 

*'  FORASMUCH  as  I  love  thee,  I  cannot 
'*  any  longer  refrain  declaring  my  mind  unto 
**  thee  concerning  fome  things.  Thou  didft 
*'  thyfelf  indite  the  epiftle  inferted  in  one  of  thy 
*'  late  Lucubrations,  as  thou  wouldft  have  us 
*'  call  them  :  for  verily  thy  friend  of  ftone*, 
*'  and  I  fpeak  according  to  knowledge,  hath 
*'  no  fingers;  and  though  he  hath  a  mouth, 
*'  yet  fpeaketh  he  not  therewith ;  nor  yet  did 
"  that  epiftle  at  all  come  unto  thee  from  the 
"  manfion-houfe  of  the  Scarlet  whore.  It  is 
**  plain  therefore,  that  the  truth  is  not  in  thee; 
*'  but  fince  thou  wouldft  lie,  couldft  not  thou 
*'  lie  with  more  difcretion?  Wherefore  ftiouldft 
*'  thou  infult  over  the  afflifted,  or  add  furrow 
**  unto  the  heavy  of  heart  ?  Truly  this  gall 
«'  proceedeth  not  from  the  Spirit  of  meekness 
*«  I  tell  thee  moreover,  the  people  of  this  land 
'*  be  marveloufly  given  to  change ;  infomuch 
«*  that  it  may  likely  come  to  pafs,  that  before 
<^  thou  art  many  years  nearer  to  thy  diflblu- 
*^  tion,  thou  mayeft  behold  him  fitting  on  a 
"  high  place  whom  thou  now  laugheft  to  fcorn: 
<*  and  then  how  wilt  thou  be  glad  to  humble 
*»  thyfelf  to  the  ground,  and  lick  the  duft  of  his 
**  feet,  that  thou  mayeft  find  favour  in  his 
<'  fight  ?  If  thou  didft  meditate  as  much  upon 
<'  the  woid,  as  thou  doft  upon  the  profane 
"  fcribblings  of  the  wife  ones  of  this  genera- 

*  Pasquin.     See  Numbers  129,  130,  and  187. 

'1  tion. 


m 
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**  tion,  thou  wouldft  have  remembered  what 
"  happened  unto  Sh imei,  the  fon  of  Gera  the 
**  Benjamite,  who  curfed  the  good  man  David 
"  in  his  diftrefs*.  David  pardoned  his  tranf- 
•'  greflion  ;  yet  was  he  afterwards  taken  as  in  a 
"  fnare  by  the  words  of  his  own  mouth,  and 
*'  fell  by  the  fword  of  Solomon  the  chief 
**  ruler -f-.  Furthermore,  I  do  not  remember 
**  to  have  heard  in  the  days  of  my  youth  and 
"  vanity,  when  like  thine,  my  converfation 
*'  was  with  the  gentiles,  that  the  men  of  Rome, 
**  which  is  Babylon,  ever  fued  unto  the  men  of 
"  Carthage,  for  tranquillity,  as  thou  doft  aver  J, 
*'  Neither  was  Hannibal  the  fon  of  Hamil- 
**  CAR  called  home  by  his  countrymen,  until 
**  thefe  faw  the  fword  of  their  enemies  at  their 
*^  gates;  and  then  was  it  not  time  for  him, 
**  thinkeft  thou,  to  return  ?  It  appeareth  there- 
**  fore  that  thou  doft  prophefy  backwards;  thou 
"  doft  row  one  way,  and  look  another  ;  and 
**  indeed  in  all  things  art  thou  too  much  a 
^^  time-ferver  ;  yet  feemeft  thou  not  to  confider 
*'  what  a  day  may  bring  forth.  Think  of 
;**  this,  and  take  tobacco.     Thy  friend, 

*'  Aminadab.*' 

If  the  zealous  writer  of  the  above  letter  has 
any  meanings  it  is  of  too  high  a  nature  to  be  the 
fubjeB  oj myLuQV'B'RATio^^,  1  fhall  therefore 
yNdiVzfuch  high  points,  and  be  as  ufeful  as  I  can 
to  perfons  of  lefs  moment  than  any  he  hihts  at. 
*2Sam,  xvi.  13.  f  i  Kings  ii.  8,36.  ^i/«^zw.  J  See N"  187; 

B  4  When 
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When  a  man  runs  into  a  little  fame  in  the 
world,  as  he  meets  with  a  great  deal  of  reproach 
which  he  does  not  defer ve,  fo  does  he  alfo  a 
great  deal  of  eftcem  to  which  he  has  in  him- 
felf  no  pretenfions.  Were  it  otherwife,  I  am 
fure  no  one  would  offer  to  put  a  law  Cafe  to 
me  :  but  becaufe  I  am  an  adept  in  phyfic  and 
aftrology,  they  will  needs  perfuade  me  that 
I  am  no  lefs  a  proficient  in  all  other  fciences. 
However,  the  point  mentioned  in  the  following 
letter  is  fo  plam  a  one,  that  I  think  1  need  not 
trouble  myfelf  to  caft  a  figure  to  be  able  to 
difcufs  it. 

'*  Mr.  BiCKERSTAFF, 

**  IT  is  fome  years  ago  fince  the  entail  of 
*'  the  eftate  of  our  family  was  altered,  by  paf- 
**  fing  a  fine  in  favour  of  me,  who  now  am  in 
*'  polTeffion  of  it,  after  fome  others  dcceafed. 
"  The  heirs-general,  who  lived  beyond  fea, 
«*  were  excluded  by  this  fettlement,  and  the 
*'  whole  eftate  is  to  pafs  in  a  new  channel  after 
«^  me  and  my  heirs.  But  feveral  tenants  of  the 
*^  lordfhip  perfuade  me  to  let  them  hereafter 
*«  hold  their  lands  of  me  according  to  the  old 
«*  cuftoms  of  the  barony,  and  not  oblige  them 
"  to  a6l  by  the  limitations  of  the  lalt  fettle- 
"  ment.  This  they  fay,  will  make  me  more 
*«  popular  among  my  dependants,  and  the 
"  ancient  vaflals  of  the  eftate,  to  whom  any 
*'  deviation  from  the  line  of  fucceffion  is  always 
'« inviduous. 

*'  Your's,  Sec." 
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Sir, 


Sheer-lane,  June  24. 


"  YOU  have  by  the  fine  a  plain  right,  in 
"  which  none  elfe  of  your  family  can  be  your 
"  competitor ;  for  which  reafon,  by  all  means 
*'  demand  vaffalage  upon  that  title.  The  con- 
*^  trary  advice  can  be  given  for  no  other  pur- 
*'  pofe  in  nature  but  to  betray  you,  and  favour 
*'  other  pretenders,  by  making  you  place  a 
*'  right  which  is  in  you  only,  upon  a  level  with 
^'  a  right  which  you  have  in  common  with 
^'  others.     1  am,  Sir, 

*'  Your  moft  faithful  fervant,  until  death, 

**  I.  b:\ 

There  is  nothing  fo  dangerous  or  fo  pleafing, 
as  compliments  made  to  us  by  our  enemies:  and 
my  correfpondent^  tells  me,  that  though  he 
knows  feveral  of  thofe  who  give  him  this, 
counfel  were  at  firft  againft  paffing  the  fine  in 
favour  of  him  ;  yet  he  is  fo  touched  with  their 
homage  to  him,  that  he  can  hardly  believe  they 
have  a  mind  to  fet  it  afide,  in  order  to  intro- 
duce the  heirs-general  into  bis  eftate. 

1  hefe  are  great  evils  ;  but  fince  there  is  no 
proceeding  with  fuccefs  in  this  world,  without 

♦  On  the  fuppofition  that  this  Paper  was  tranfmitted  to 
Steele  from  Dublin,  Mr.  Eustace  Budgell  might 
have  drawn  this  i.^'W-cafe.  He  is  faid  to  have  been  a 
Bickerstaff,  and  to  have  left  his  Chambers  in  theTemph^ 
about  two  months  before  this  time,  to  accompany  Addison 
%Q  Ireland,  in  the  quality  of  clerk,    See  Tat.  N<^  27,  Nou, 

complying 
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complying  with  the  arts  of  it,  I  fhall  ufe  the 
fame  method  as  my  correfpondent's  tenants  did 
with  him,  in  relation  to  one  whom  I  never  had 
a  kindnefs  for ;  but  (hall,  notwithftanding, 
prefume  to  give  him  my  advice.  ^ 

Isaac  BiCKERST  A  FF,Efquire,of  Great-Britain, 
to  Lewis  the  Fourteenth  of  France. 

•'Sir, 

**  YOUR  Majefty  will  pardon  me  while  I 
*^  take  the  liberty  to  acquaint  you,  that  fome 
**  paflfages  written  from  your  fide  of  the  water 
'*  do  very  much  obfl:ru6t  your  intereil.  Wc 
**  take  it  very  unkindly  that  the  prints  of  Paris 
**  are  fo  very  partial  in  favour  of  one  kt  of  men 
♦'  among  us,  and  treat  the  others  as  irrecon- 
**  cileable  to  your  interefts.  Your  Writers 
**  are  very  large  in  recounting  any  thing  which 
*'  relates  to  the  figure  and  power  of  one  party, 
**  but  are  dumb  when  they  fliould  reprefent 
*'  the  adlions  of  the  other.  This  is  a  trifling 
*'  circumftance  which  many  here  are  apt  to 
*'  lay  fome  ftrefs  upon  ;  and  therefore  I 
^*  thought  fit  to  offer  it  to  your  confideratiou 
^'  before  you  difpatch  the  next  courier. 

''  I.  B." 

^  See  a  Letter  of  the  fame  purport  as  Amenadars  remon* 
{Irance  in  this  paper,  direcSted  to  R.  S.  Efq.  at  Button's 
Coffee- Houfe^  Ruflel-ftreet,  Covent-Garden  i  Examiner^ 
Vol.   V.  N°  32,  in  folio. 
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JSf''  191,       Thurfday,  June  29,  1710- 
STEELE*. 


-^-^PropUr  vitam  vivendiperdere  caufas, 

Juv.  Sat.  viii.  84, 


■Bafely  they 


The  facred  caufe  for  which  they're  born,  betray. 
Who  give  up  Virtue  for  a  worthlcfs  life. 

R.  Wynn]^. 

From  my  own  Apartment,  June  28. 

OF  all  the  evils  under  the  fun,  that  of  mak- 
ing vice  commendable  is  the  greateft^ 
for  it  feems  to  be  the  bafis  of  fociety.  that 
applaufe  and  contempt  (hould  be  always  given 
to  proper  objefts.  But  in  this  age  we  bejiold 
things,  for  v^hich  we  ought  to  have  an  abhor- 
^-ence,  not  only  received  without  difdain,  but 
even  valued  as  motives  of  emulation.  This 
is  naturally  the  deftrudion  of  fimplicity  of 
manners,  opennefs  of  heart,  and  generofity  of 
temper.     When  a  perfon  gives   himfelf  the 

*  This  Paper  is  here  afcribed  to  Steele,  but  Addison^ 
was  perhaps  the  author  of  it.  See  the  Note  on  the  preceding 
number,  and  the  introductory  Note  to  N''76. 

It  is  likewire  afcribed  to  Steele,  in  the  MS.  notes  of  C. 
Byron,  Efq;  communicated  by  J— — nH— y.  M.  Sec 
jSloie  on  N**  74, 

liberty 
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liberty  to  range  and  run  over  in  his  thoughts 
the  different  geniufes  of  men,  which  he  meets 
in  the  world,  one  cannot  but  obferve,  that  moft 
of  the  indireBion  and  artifice,  which  is  ufed 
among  men,  does  not  proceed  fo  much  from  a 
degeneracy  in  nature,  as  an  affedation  of  ap- 
pearing men  of  confequence  by  fuch  practices. 
By  this  means  it  is,  that  a  cunning  man  is  fo 
far  from  being  afhamed  of  being  efteemed  fuch, 
that  he  fecretly  rejoices  in  it.  it  has  been 
a  fort  of  maxim,  that  the  greateft  art  is  to  con- 
ceal art ;  but  I  know  not  how,  am.ong  fome 
people  we  meet  with,  their  greateft  Cunning  is 
to  appear  cunning.  There  is  Polypragmon  * 

makes 

*  Harley.  See  Examiner,  Vol.  III.  N' 48,  and  Vol. 
1V.N°2.  Polypragmon  is  there  mentioned  as  one  ''of 
*'  at  leaft  fifty  moxt  fit ff ever  s  of  figure,  under  this  author's 
*'  fatire,  in  the  days  ot  his  mirth,  and  when  he  could  fhew 
*'  his  teeth  to  advantage.  At  the  head  of  ihcTe  you  may 
*'  place  (fays  the  writer)  Don  Diego,  for  BiCKERSTAFf 
V  was  thefirft  who  introduced  him  into  print,  and  upon  no 
^'  lefs  important  an  affair  than  the  oddnefs  of  his  buttons." 
See  N°  21,  and  Note. 

The  writer  of  the  fecond  Paper  of  the  Examiner  above- 
mentioned,  fays,  "  He  (njeaning  Steele)  pretended  to 
^'  forget  Don  Diego,  &c."  that  is,  he  denied  that  he 
*'  was  the  firft  who  introduced  him  into  print ;"  and  fo  he 
truly  might,  for  Addison  was  the  author  of  the  Paper  \x\ 
queftion. 

The  fame  writer  adds.  He  (meaning  Steele)  would  in- 
*'  finuate,  that  Jimon  and  Polypragmon  are  general 
**  chara(Slers,  and  fland  for  a  who\efpecies,  or  as  he  quaintly 
«'  words  itj^^r  Knights  of  the  Shire,  If  this  be  true,  why 
f*  did  he  not  before  now,  filence  the  induflrious  clamours 
f?  of  his  party,  who  both  in  print  and  public  converfation 

<'  applied 
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makes  it  the  whole  bufinefs  of  his  life  to  be 
thought  a  CUNNING  Fellowy  and  thinks  it  a 
much  greater  character  to  be  terrible  than 
agreeable.  When  it  has  once  entered  into  a 
man's  head  to  have  an  ambition  to  be  thought 
Crafty^  all  other  evils  are  neceflary  confe- 
quences.  To  deceive  is  the  immediate  endea- 
vour of  him,  who  is  proud  of  the  capacity  of 
doing  it.  It  is  certain,  Polypragmon  does 
all  thp  ill  he  pofiibly  can,  but  pretends  to  much 
more  than  he  performs.  He  is  contented  in* 
his  own  thoughts,  and  hugs  himfelf  in  his 
clofet,  that  though  he  is  locked  up  there  and 
doing  nothing,  the  world  does  not  know  but 
that  he  is  doing  mifchief.  To  favour  this  fuf- 
picion,  he  gives  half-looks  and  fhrugs  in  his. 
general  behaviour,  to  give  you  to  underftand 
that  you  do  not  know  what  he  means.  He  is 
alfo  wonderfully  adverbial  in  his  exprefTions, 
and  breaks  off  with  a  "  Perhaps"  and  a  nod  of 
the  head  upon  matters  of  the  moft  indifferent 
nature.  It  is  a  mighty  praftice  with  men  of 
this  genius  to  avoid  frequent  appearance  in 
public,  and  to  be  as  myflerious  as  pofTible  when 
they  do  come  into  company.  There  is  nothing 
to  be  done,  according  to  them,  in  the  common 
way  ;  and  let  the  matter  in  hand  be  what  it 
will,  it  muft  be  carried  with  an  air  of  import- 

*'  applied  thofe  characSlers  to  pcrfons  of  the  fir Jl  rank^  [viz. 
*'  Ormorid  and  Harley,]  though  without  any  regard  to  the 
*'  rules  of  refemblance  r'*  See  N°  9,  and  Note  \  and 
Guard.  N°53. 

a  nee. 
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ance,  and  tranfaf^ed,  if  we  may  fo  fpeak,  with 
an  oftentatious  fecrecy.      Thefe  are  your  per- 
fons  of  long  heads,  who  would  fain  make  the 
world  believe  their  thoughts  and  ideas  are  very 
much  fuperior  to  their  neighbours  -,  and  do  not 
value  what  thefe  their  neighbours  think  of 
them,  provided  they  do  not  reckon  them  fools. 
Thefe  have  fuch  a  romantic  touch  in  bufinefs, 
that  they  hate  to  perform  any  thing  like  other 
men.     Were  it  in  their  choice,  they  had  rather 
bring  their  purpofes  to  bear  by  over- reaching 
the  perfons  they  deal  with,  than  by  a  plain  and 
fimple  manner.    They  make  difficulties  for  the 
honour  of  furmounting  them.     Polyprag- 
MON  is  eternally  bufied  after  this  manner,  with 
no  other  profpeft,  than  that  he  is  in  hopes  to 
be  thought  the  moft  Cunning  of  all  men,  and 
fears  the  imputation  of  want  of  underftanding 
much  more  than  that  of  the  abufe  of  it.      But 
alas  1  how  contemptible  is  fuch  an  ambition, 
which  is  the  very  reverfe  of  all  that  is  truly 
laudable,  and  the  very   contradiction  to  the 
only  means  to  a  juft  reputation,  fimplicity  of 
manners!   Cunning  Cdni    m   no    circumftance 
imaginable  be  a  quality  worthy  a  man,  except 
in  his  own  defence,  and  merely  to  conceal  him* 
felf  from'fuch  as  are  fo  ;  and  in  fuch  cafes,  it 
is  no  longer  Cr^/', but  wisdom.  The  monftrous 
affe^lation  of  being  thought  artful  immediately 
kills  all  thoughts  of  humanity  and  goodnefs  ; 
and  gives  men  a  fenfe  of  the  foft  affeftions 
and  impulfes  of  the  mind  which  are  imprinted 

in 
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in  us  for  our  mutual  advantage  and  fuccour, 
as  of"  mere  weakneffes  and  follies.  According 
to  the  men  of  Cunning,  you  are  to  put  off  the 
nature  of  a  man  as  fall  as  you  can,  and  acquire 
that  of  a  dcemon  ;  as  if  it  were  a  more  eligible 
character  to  be  a  powerful  enemy,  than  an 
able  friend.  But  it  ought  to  be  a  mortification 
to  men  affe*5ted  this  way,  that  there  wants  but 
little  more  than  InflinSl  to  be  confiderable  in 
it ;  for  when  a  man  has  arrived  at  being  very 
bad  in  his  inclination,  he  has  not  much  more 
to  do  but  to  conceal  himfelf,  and  he  m*ay 
revenge,  cheat,  and  deceive,  without  much 
employment  for  underftanding,  and  go  on 
with  great  chearfulnefs  with  the  high  applaufe 
of  being  a  prodigious  Cunning  fellow.  But, 
indeed,  when  we  arrive  at  that  pitch  of  falfe 
tafte,  as  not  to  think  Cunning  a  contemptible 
quality,  it  is,  methinks,  a  very  great  injuftice 
that  pick-pockets  are  had  in  fo  little  venera- 
tion ;  who  mud  be  admirably  well  turned,  not 
only  for  the  theoretic,  but  alfo  the  pradical 
behaviour  of  cunning  fellows.  After  all  the 
endeavours  of  this  family  of  men  whom  we  call 
Cuftning,  their  whole  work  falls  to  pieces,  if 
others  will  lay  down  all  efteem  for  fuch  arti- 
fices ;  and  treat  it  as  an  unmanly  quality, 
which  they  forbear  to  pra6life  only  becaufc 
they  abhor  it.  When  the  fpider  is  ranging  in 
the  different  apartments  of  his  web,  it  is  true, 
that  he  only  can  weave  fo  fine  a  thread  ^  but 

it 
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it  is  in  the  power  of  the  mereft  drone  that  has 
wings,  to  fly  through  and  deftroy  it. 

Will's  CofFee-houfe,  June  28. 

Though  the  tafte  of  wit  and  pleafure  is  at 
prefent  but  very  low  in  this  town,  yet  there  are 
fome  that  preferve  their  relifii  undebauched 
with  common  impreflions,  and  can  diftinguifh 
between  reality  and  impofture.  A  gentlernan 
was  faying  here  this  evening,  that  he  would  go 
to  the  play  to-morrow  night,  to  fee  heroifm  as 
it  has  been  reprefented  by  fome  of  our  trage- 
dians, reprefented  in  burlefque.  It  feems,  the 
play  of  Alexander  *  is  to  be  then  turned  into 
ridicule  for  its  bombafl:,  and  other  falfe  orna- 
ments in  the  thoughts  as  well  as  the  language. 
The  blufter  Alexander  makes  is  as  much  in- 
confiftent  with  the  character  of  an  hero,  as  the 
roughnefs  of  Clytus,  an  inftance  of  the  fnice- 
rity  of  a  bold  artlefs  foldier.  To  be  plain  is 
not  to  be  rude,  but  rather  inclines  a  man  to 
civility  and  deference ;  not  indeed  to  fliew  it  in 
the  geftures  of  the  body,  but  in  the  fentiments 
of  the  mind.  It  is  among  other  things,  from 
the  impertinent  figures  unlkilful  dramatifts 
draw  of  the  charafters  of  men,  that  youth  are 
bewildered  and  prejudiced  in  their  fenfe  of  the 

•  A  burlefque  on  Lee's  *'  Rival  Queens,"  by  C.  Cibber, 
under  the  fame  title  of  "  The  Rival  Queens/*  It  was 
a£ted  at  Drury-lane,  but  not  printed  till  1729,  and  then 
only  at  Dublin. 

world, 
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world,  of  which  they  have  no  notions  but  what 
they  draw  from  books  and  fuch  reprefentations. 
Thus  talk  to  a  very  young  man,  let  him  be  of 
r.ever  fo  good  fenfe,  and  he  fliall  fmile  when 
you  fpeak  of  Sincerity  in  a  courtier,  good  fenfe 
in  a  foldier,  or  honefty  in  a  politician.  The 
reafon  of  this  is,  that  you  hardly  fee  one  play, 
wherein  each  of  thefe  ways  of  life  is  not  drawn 
by  hands  that  know  nothing  of  any  one  of 
them  ;  and  the  truth  is  fo  far  of  the  oppofite 
fide  to  what  they  paint,  that  it  is  more  imprac- 
ticable to  live  in  efteem  in  courts  than  any 
where  elfe,  without  Sincerity.  Good  fenfe  is 
the  great  requifite  in  a  foldier,  and  honefty  the 
only  thing  that  can  fupport  a  politician.  This 
way  of  thinking  made  the  gentleman,  of  whom 
I  was  juft  now  fpeaking,  fay,  he  was  glad  any 
one  had  taken  upon  him  to  depreciate  fuch 
unnatural  fuftian  as  the  tragedy  of  Alexan- 
der. The  charader  of  that  prince  indeed  was, 
that  he  was  unequal,  and  given  to  intem- 
perance 5  but  in  his  fober  moments,  when  he 
had  the  precepts  of  his  great  inftruclor  warm  in 
his  imagination^  he  was  a  pattern  of  generous 
thoughts  and  difpofitions,  in  oppofition  to  the 
ftrongeft  defu'es  which  are  incident  to  a  youth 
and  conqueror.  But  inftead  of  reprefenting 
that  hero  in  the  glorious  charafter  of  generofity 
and  chaftity,  in  his  treatment  of  the  beauteous 
family  of  Darius,  he  is  drawn  all  along  as  a 
monfter  of  luft,  or  of  cruelty  ;  as  if  the  way 
to  raife  him  to  the  degree  of  an  hero,  w^ere  to 
Vo^..  IV.  C  -      make 
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make  his  charafl:er  as  little  like  that  of  a  wor- 
thy man  as  poiTible.  Such  rude  and  indigefted 
draughts  of  things  are  the  proper  objefts  of 
ridicule  and  contempt ;  and  depreciating  Alex- 
ander, as  we  have  him  drawn,  is  the  only- 
way  of  reftoring  him  to  what  he  was  in  him- 
felf.  It  is  well  contrived  of  the  players  to  let 
this  part  be  followed  by  a  true  pidure  of  life, 
in  the  comedy  called,  *'  The  Chances  *," 
wherein  Don  John  and  Constantia  are  acted 
to  the  utmoft  peifcvftion.  There  need  not  be 
a  greater  inftance  of  the  force  of  adion  than 
in  many  incidents  of  this  play,  where  indif- 
ferent paffages,  and  fuch  as  conduce  only 
to  the  tacking  of  the  fcenes  together,  are  enli- 
vened with  fuch  an  agreeable  gefture  and 
behaviour,  as  apparently  (hews  what  a.  play 
might  be,  though  it  is  not  wholly  what  a  play 
fliould  be. 


*  A  comedy  by  the  D.  of  Buckingham.  A  play  of 
Beaumont  and  Fletcher  altered  and  amended  ;  it  un- 
derwent other  alterations  by  Garrick,  and  was  a6led  at 
Drury-lane  in  1773.  If  the  author  from  whom  this 
infoimation  is  derived  be  not  mifapprehended,  there  is 
ftill  an  indelicacy  in  fome  of  the  fcenes,  and  a  liber'tinifm 
throughout  the  character  of  Don  John,  juftly  ccnfurable, 
which,  to  the  honour  of  the  prefent  age,  have  fruft rated  all 
attempts  to  obtrude  it  on  the  public.  See  Biograph. 
Dramatica,  Vol.11,  p.  48,  Edit.  8vo.  1782.  2  Volumes. 
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N°  192.  Saturday,  July  i,  1710. 

ADDISON*. 


^ecum  vivere  amem^  tecum  oh  earn  Uhens. 

HoR.  3  Od.  ix.  ver.  ult. 

— ^ Gladly  I 

With  thee  would  live,  with  thee  would  die. 

Francis." 


From  my  own  Apartment,  June  30. 

SOME  years  fince  I  was  engaged  with  a 
coach-full  of  friends  to  take  a  journey  as 
far  as  the  Land's  End.  We  were  very  well 
pleafed  with  one  another  the  firft  day ;  every 
one  endeavouring  to  recomniend  himfelf  by  his 
good  humour,  and  complaifance  to  the  reft  of 
the  company.  This  good  correfpondence  did 
not  laft  long ;  one  of  our  party  was  foured  the 
very  firft  evening  by  a  plate  of  butter  which 
had  not  been  melted  to  his  mind,  and  which 
fpoiled  his  temper  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  he 

*  This  Paper  is  afcribed  to  Addison,  as  it  feems  to 
have  been  in  the  Lift  of  his  Papers,  delivered  by  Steele  to 
Mr.  Tickell,  who  has  reprinted  it  in  Addison's  "  Works,'* 
4to,  Vol.  II.  p.  305. 

It  is  likewife  afcribed  to  Addison,  in  the  MS.  notes  of 
C.   BiRON,  Efqj  mentioned  N°  74,  Note, 

C  2  con- 
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continued  upon  the  fret  to  the  end  of  our  jour- 
ney. A  fecond  fell  off  from  his  good  humour 
the  next  morning,  for  no  other  reafon  that  I 
could  imagine,  but  becaufe  I  chanced  to  ftep 
into  the  coach  before  him,  and  place  myfelf  on 
the  (hady  fide.  This  however,  was  but  my 
own  private  guefs ;  for  he  did  not  mention  a 
word  of  it,  nor  indeed  of  any  thing  elfe,  for 
three  days  following.  The  reft  of  our  com- 
pany held  out  very  near  half  the  way,  when  on 
a  fudden  Mr.  Sprightly  fell  afleep  ;  and  in- 
ftead  of  endeavouring  to  divert  and  oblige  us, 
as  he  had  hitherto  done,  carried  himfelf  with 
an  unconcerned,  carelefs,  drowzy  behaviour, 
until  we  came  to  our  laft  ftage.  There  were 
three  of  us  who  ftill  held  up  our  heads,  and  did 
all  we  could  to  make  our  journey  agreeable ; 
but  to  my  fliame  be  it  fpoken,  about  three 
miles  on  this  fide  Exeter,  I  was  taken  with  an 
unaccountable  fit  of  fuUennefs,  that  hung  upon 
me  for  above  threefcore  miles;  whether  it  were 
for  want  of  refpeft,  or  from  an  accidental  tread 
upon  my  foot,  or  from  a  foolifh  maid's  calling 
me  ''The  old  gentleman,"  I  cannot  tell.  Jn 
fhort,  there  was  but  one  who  kept  his  good 
humour  to  the  Land's  End. 

There  was  another  coach  that  went  along 
with  us,  in  which  I  likewife  obferved,  that 
there  were  many  fecret  jealoufies,  heart-burn- 
ings, and  animofities  :  for  when  we  joined 
companies  at  night,  I  could  not  but  take 
notice  that  the  paflengers  negleded  their  own 

com- 
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company,  and  ftudied  how  to  make  themfelves 
efteemed  by  us,  who  were  altogether  ftrangers 
to  them  ;  until  at  length  they  grew  fo  well 
acquainted  with  us,  that  they  liked  us  as  little 
as  they  did  one  another.  When  I  refleft  upon 
this  journey,  I  often  fancy  it  to  be  a  pidure  of 
Human  life,  in  refpeft  to  the  feveral  friend- 
fhips,  contrads,  and  alliances,  that  are  made 
and  diffolved  in  the  feveral  periods  of  it.  The 
moft  delightful  and  mod  lafting  engagements 
are  generally  thofe  which  pafs  between  man 
and  woman  ;  and  yet  upon  what  trifles  are  they 
weakened,  or  entirely  broken  !  Sometimes  the 
parties  fly  afunder  even  in  the  midfl:  of  court- 
Ihip,  and  fometimes  grow  cool  in  the  very 
honey-month.  Some  feparate  before  the  firft 
child,  and  fome  after  the  fifth  ;  others  continue 
good  until  thirty,  others  until  forty  ;  while 
Ibme  few,  whofe  fouls  are  of  an  happier  make, 
and  better  fitted  to  one  another,  travel  on 
together  to  the  end  of  their  journey  in  a 
continual  intercourfe  of  kind  offices,  and 
mutual  endearments. 

When  we  therefore  chufe  our  companions 
for  life,  if  we  hope  to  keep  both  them  and 
ourfelves  in  good  humour  to  the  laft  fl:age  of  it, 
we  muft  be  extremely  careful  in  the  choice 
we  make,  as  well  as  in  the  condud  on  our  own 
part.  When  the  perfons  to  whom  we  join 
ourfelves  can  fland  an  examination,  and  bear 
the  fcrutiny  ;  when  they  mend  upon  our  ac- 
quaintance with  them,  and  difcover  new  beau- 
C  3  ,     ties, 
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ties,  the  more  we  fearch  into  their  charaders  j 
our  love  will  naturally  rife  in  proportion  to 
their  perfeflions. 

But  becaufe  there  are  very  few  pofiefled  of 
fuch  accomplifhments  of  body  and  mind,  we 
ought  to  look  after  thofe  qualifications  both  in 
ourfelves  and  others  which  are  indifpenfibly 
ueceffary  towards  this  happy  union,  and  w  hich 
are  in  the  power  of  every  one  to  acquire,  or  at 
leaft  to  cultivate  and  improve.  Thefe,  in  my 
opinion,  are  Chearfulnefs  and  Conflancy.  A 
chearful  temper  joined  with  innocence  will 
make  beauty  attra6tive,  knowledge  delightful, 
and  wit  good-natured.  It  will  lighten  ficknefs, 
poverty,  and  afflidion  ;  convert  ignorance  into 
an  amiable  fimplicityj  and  render  deformity 
itfelf  agreeable. 

Constancy  is  natural  to  perfons  of  even  tem- 
pers and  uniform  difpofitions ;  and  may  be 
acquired  by  thofe  of  the  greateft  ficklenefs, 
violence,  and  paflion,  who  confider  ferioufly 
the  terms  of  union  upon  which  they  come 
together,  the  mutual  intereft  in  which  they  are 
engaged,  with  all  the  motives  that  ought  to 
incite  their  tendernefs  and  compafiion  towards 
thofe  who  have  their  dependance  upon  them, 
and  are  embarked  with  them  for  life  in  the 
fame  ftate  of  happinefs  or  mifery.  Conflancy^ 
when  it  grows  in  the  mind  upon  confiderations 
of  this  nature,  becomes  a  moral  virtue,  and  a 
kind  of  good-nature,  that  is  not  fubject  to  any 
change  of  health,  age,  fortune,  or  any  of  thofe 

acci-J 
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accidents,  which  are  apt  to  unfettle  the  beft 
difpofitions  that  are  founded  rather  in  confti- 
tution  than  in  reafon.  Where  fuch  a  Conftancy 
as  this  is  wanting,  the  moft  inflamed  paffion 
may  fall  away  into  coldnefs  and  indifference, 
and  the  moft  mdting  tendernefs  degenerate 
into  hatred  and  averfion.  1  (hall  conclude  this 
Paper  with  a  ftory,  that  is  very  well  known  in 
the  north  of  England. 

About  thirty  years  ago»  a  packet-boat  that 
had  feveral  paflengers  on  board  was  caft  away 
upon  a  rock,  and  in  fo  great  danger  of  finking, 
that  all  who  were  in  it  endeavoured  to  fave 
themfelves  as  well  as  they  could  ;  though  only 
thofe  who  could  fwim  well  had  a  bare  poflibi- 
lity  of  doing  it.  Among  the  paffengers  there 
were  two  women  of  fafhion,  who  feeing  them- 
felves in  fuch  a  difconfolate  condition,  begged 
of  their  hufbands  not  to  leave  them.  One 
of  them  chofe  rather  to  die  with  his  wife,  than 
to  forfake  her ;  the  other,  though  he  was 
moved  with  the  utmoft  compadion  for  his 
wife,  told  her,  *'  that  for  the  good  of  their  chil- 
''  dren,  it  was  better  one  of  them  fhould  live, 
*'  than  both  perifh."  By  a  great  piece  of  good 
luck,  next  to  a  miracle,  when  one  of  our  good 
men  had  taken  the  laft  and  long  farewel  in 
order  to  fave  himfelf,  and  the  other  held  in  his 
arms  the  perfon  that  was  dearer  to  him  than 
life,  the  iliip  was  preferved.  It  is  with  a  fecret 
forrow  and  vexation  of  mind  that  I  mufr  tell 
C  4  the 
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the  fequel  of  the  ftory,  and  let  my  reader 
know,  that  this  faithful  pair  who  were  ready  to 
have  died  in  each  other's  arms,  about  three 
years  after  their  efcape,  upon  feme  trifling  dif- 
gufl:  grew  to  a  coldnefs  at  firft,  and  at  length 
fell  out  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  they  left  one 
another,  and  parted  for  ever.  The  other  cou- 
ple lived  together  in  an  uninterrupted  friend* 
fhip  and  felicity  ;  and  what  was  remarkable, 
the  hufband,  whom  the  fliipwreck  had  like  to 
have  fepa rated  from  his  wife,  died  a  few 
months  after  her,  not  being  able  to  furvive  the 
lofs  of  her  ^. 

I  mufl  confefs,  there  is  fomething  in  the 
changeablenefs  and  inconftancy  of  Human 
NATURE,  that  very  often  both  deje6ls  and  ter- 
rifies me.  Whatever  I  am  at  prefent,  I  trem- 
ble to  think  what  I  may  be.  While  I  find 
this  principle  in  me,  how  can  I  aflure  myfelf 
that  I  fhall  be  always  true  to  my  God,  my 
friend,  or  myfelf?  In  (hort,  without  constancy 
there  is  neither  Love^  Friefidjhip^  nor  Virtue^  in 
the  world. 


*  It  would  be  a  pleafure  to  learn  through  the  channel 
of  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  the  particulars  of  this  ftory, 
faid  to  have  been  very  well  known  in  the  North  of  Eng- 
land, and  to  have  happened  about  the  year  1679. 
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N''i93.     Tuefday,  July  4,  1710, 
STEELE. 


^i  didicit  f  atria  quiddeheaty  ^  quid  amicis; 
^ofit  amove  parens y  quo  frater  amandus  ^  hojpes  ;— 
Redder e  perfona  Jcit  convenientia  cuique. 

HoR.  Ars.  Poet.  ver.  312. 

The  Poet,  who  with  nice  difcernmcnt  knows 
What  to  his  country  and  his  friends  he  owes  ; 
How  various  nature  warms  the  human  bread. 
To  love  the  parent,  brother,  friend  or  gueft,— 
He  furely  knows,  with  nice,  well-judging  art. 
The  flrokes  peculiar  to  each  different  part. 

Francis. 

Will's  Coffee-houfe,  July  3. 

I  HAVE  of  late  received  many  epiftles*, 
wherein  the  writers  treat  me  as  a  mercenary 
perfon,  for  fome  little  hints  concerning  matters 
which,  they  think,  I  fhould  not  have  touched 
upon  but  iov fordid  confiderations.  It  is  appa- 
I'ent,  that  my  motive  could  not  be  of  that  kind ; 
for  when  a  man  declares  himfelf  openly  on  one 
fide,  that  party  will  take  no  more  notice  of 
him,  becaufe  he  is  fure;  and  the  fet  of  men 
whom  he  declares  againft,  for  the  fame  reafon, 
^re  violent  againft  him.      Thus  it  is  folly  in  a 

f  See  N"*  190,  and  JS[otc. 

plain- 


26  THE    TATLER.        NM93. 

plain-dealer  to  expeft,  that  either  his  friends 
will  reward  him,  or  his  enemies  forgive  him. 
Fpr  which  reafon,  I  thought  it  was  the  fhorteft 
way  to  impartiality,  to  put  myfelf  beyond  fur- 
ther hopes  or  fears,  by  declaring  myfelf  at  a 
time  when  the  dilpute  is  not  Sihoul  perjons  and 
parties^    but  thijigs  and  caiifes  *.      1  o  relieve 
myfelf  from   the   vexation    which    naturally 
attends   luch  reflexions,    1   came  hither  this 
evening  to  give  my  thoughts  quite  a  new  turn, 
and  converfe  with  men  of  pleafiire  and  wit, 
rather  than  thofe  of  bufinefs  and  intrigue.     I 
had    hardly  entered    the   room    when    1   was 
accofted  by  Mr,  Thomas  Dogget,  who  defired 
my  favour  in  relation  to  the  play  which  was  to 
be  a£ted  for  his  benefit   on  Thurfday.      He 
pleafed  me  in  faying  it  was  *'  1  he  Old  Bache- 
*'  lor-f*,"  in  which  comedy  there  is  a  neceflary 
circumftance  obferved  by  the  author,  which 
moft  other  poets  either  oveilook   or  do  not 
underftand,  that  is  to  fay,  the  diftindion  of 
chara6ters.     It  is  very  ordinary  with  writers  to 
indulge  a  certain  modefty  of  believing  all  men 
as  witty  as'themfelves,  and  making  all  the  per- 
fons  of  the  play  fpeak  the  fentiments  of  the 
author,  without  any  manner  of  refpeft  to  the 
ag^,  fortune,  or  quality,  of  him  that  is  on  the 
ftage.     Ladies  talk  like   rakes,  and  footmen 
make  fimiles  :  but  this  writer   knows  men ; 

*  Sec  Swift's  Letter  to  Steele,  in  which  he  rcverfies 
this  ftate  of  the  cafe.  Swift's  "  Works,"  cr.  8vo.  Vol, 
XVII.  Let.  18.  p.  J07. 

-)■  ?ee  N?  9,  and  ^ote  5  N°  120,  and  N°  i?2. 

the 
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which  makes  his  plays  reafonable  entertain- 
ments, while  the  fcenes  of  moft  others  are  like 
the  tunes  between  the  a6ls.  They  are  perhaps 
agreeable  founds ;  but  they  have  no  ideas 
affixed  to  them.  Dogget  thanked  me  for  my 
vifit  to  him  in  the  winter ;  and  after  his  comic 
manner,  fpoke  his  requeft  with  fo  arch  a  leer, 
that  I  promifed  the  droll  I  would  fpeak  to  all 
my  acquaintance  to  be  at  his  play. 

Whatever  the  world  may  think  of  the  aftors, 
whether  it  be  that  their  parts  have  an  effefl:  on 
their  lives,  or  whatever  it  is,  you  fee  a  won- 
derful benevolence  among  them  towards  the 
interefts  and  neceffities  of  each  other.  Dog- 
get  therefore  would  not  let  me  go,  without 
delivering  me  a  letter  from  poor  old  Downes, 
the  prompter  ^y  wherein  that  retainer  to  the 
theatre  defires  my  advice  and  ailiftance  in  a 
matter  of  concern  to  him.  I  have  fent  him  my 
private  opinion  for  his  condu^l  ;  but  the  ftage 
and  ftate  affairs  being  fo  much  canvaffed  by 
parties  and  fa6tions,  I  fliall  for  fome  time 
hereafter  take  leave  of  fubjects  which  relate  to 
either  of  them ;  and  employ  my  cares  in  the 
confideration  of  matters,  which  regard  that 
part  of  mankind,  who  live  without  int^refting 
themfelves  with  the  troubles  or  pleafures  of 
either.     However,  for  a   mere  notion  of  the 

*  Downes  the  prompter^  publifhed  dramatic  anecdotes  in 
a  book  in  8vo.  entitled  "  Rofcius  Anglicanus,"  which  is 
rather  fcarce.  It  does  not  well  appear  from  the  indiftinft 
writing  copied  from,  whether  this  b<  ok  was  printed  in  1608 
pr  in  17083  maft  pjobably  the  date  is  Ijca. 

prefent 
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prefent  pofture  of  the  ftage,  I  (hall  give  you 
the  letter  at  large  *,  as  follows  : 

*'  Honoured  Sir,  juiy  1, 1710. 

''  FINDING  by  divers  of  your  late  Papers, 
**  that  you  are  a  friend  to  the  profeflion  of 

"  which 


♦  It  appears  from  a  paffage  in  the  preface  to  Tatler, 
Vol.  IV.  that  Steele  did  not  know  who  was  the  author 
of  this  Letter  at  the  time  he  wrote  that  preface.  The  fol- 
lowing note  is  given  in  the  weirds  and  on  the  authority  of  a 
refpe(5able  perfon,  whofe  name  this  writer  is  not  at  liberty 
to  mention.  '*  This  letter  was  the  joint  performance  of 
*'  Mr.  Temple  Stanyan  ;  and  Anthony  Henley,  Efq; 
**  to  whom  Dr.  Garth  dedicated  Tb-  Difpen/ary.*'  See 
Tat.  N'  1 1 ,  Note ;  N°  25,  adfaem  ;  N  P  26,  Note ;  N"  44, 
and  Note  on  R.  Norton,  Efq.  "  By  Downes  is  meant 
*'  the  firft  Duke  of  Leeds,  and  by  the  gentleman  cha- 
♦'  ra6lerifed  in  the  letter  Mr.  Robert  Harley." 

The  tranfcriber  of  this  note  is  certain,  that  it  requires  no 
confirmation.  But  for  the  fake  of  the  reader  to  whom  the 
ground  of  this  confidence  is  unknown,  the  following  quo- 
tations from  contemporary  writers,  are  fuperadded. 

1.  C.  CiBBER  exprefsly  mentions  this  letter,  ''  in  which 
•*  (he  fays)  the  affairs  of  the  ftate  and  the  ftage  are  com- 
*'  pared,  with  a  great  deal  of  wit  and  humour.  He  adds, 
•'  that  it  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  written  in  the  jaft  change 
*'  of  the  miniftry  in  Queen  Anne's  reign."  "  Life  of  C, 
•'  CiBBER,"  Vol.  L  p.  298.  Edit.  1756,  i2mo. 

2.  A  writer  in  the  Examiner  mentions  0//^  Downes, 
among  the  fufferers  of  figure  under  our  author's  y^//V^.  The 
fame  writer,  or  another  in  the  fame  Paper,  expreffes  him- 
felf  in  the  following  words :  "  Steele  broke  his  own 
•'  maxim  for  trijies^  in  which  his  country  had  no  manner 
*'  of  concern  ;  and  by  entering  into  party  difputes,  violated 
•'  the  moft  folemn  repeated  promifes,  and  that  perfecl  neu- 
"  trality  he  had  engaged  to  maintain.     As  a  proof  that  I 

<'di4 
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*'  which  I  was  many  years  an  unworthy  mem- 
'*  ber,  1  the  rather,  make  bold  to  crave  your 
*'  advice  touching  a  propofal  that  has  been 
*  lately  made  me  of  coming  again  into  bufi- 
**  nefs,  and  the  fub-adminiftration  of  ilage 
<«  affairs.  I  have  from  my  youth,  been  bred 
''  up  behind  the  curtain,  and  been  a  prompter 
"  from  the  time  of  the  Reftoration.  I  have 
'*  feen  many  changes,  as  well  of  fcenes  as  of 
**  ailors ;  and  have  known  men  within  my 
*'  remembrance  arrive  to  the  higheft  dignities 
*'  of  the  theatre,  who  made  their  entrance  in 
*'  the  quality  of  mutes,  joint-ftools,  flower- 
"  pots,  and  tapeftry  hangings.  It  cannot  be 
*«  unknown  to  the  nobility  and  gentry,  that  a 
"  gentleman  of  the  inns  of  court  *,  and  a  deep 
**  intriguer,  had  fome  time  fmce  worked  him- 
''  felf  into  the  fole  management  and  direftion 
**  of  the  theatre.  Nor  is  it  lefs  notorious,  that 
'*  his  reftlefs  ambition,  and  fubtle  machina- 
*'  tions,  did  manifeftly  tend  to  the  extirpation 
*'  of  the  good  old  Britifh  aftors,  and  the 
*'  introduftion  of  foreign  pretenders ;  fuch  as 
«*  Harlequins,    French  dancers,    and   Roman. 

**  did  not  wrong  him,  he  now  openly  takes  upon  himfelf 
*'  DowN£s's  Letter,  by  wifhing  the  raillery  fas  he  calls  it) 
"  were  his  own."  See  Examiner,  Vol.  111.  N®  48;  and 
Vol.  IV.  N**  2,  folio.  How  could  Steele  difavow  it  more 
openly  ?  See  Guard.  N'  53,  where  Steele  declares,  that 
all  he  had  to  do  in  the  letter,  was  to  ftrike  out  a  paflage 
relative  to  a  gentlewoman  about  the  Queen. 

*  Chriftopher  Rich  was  the  real  perlbn  alluded  to  in  this 
part  of  a  paper  where  "niore  is  meant  than  meets  the  ear." 

**  fingers; 
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*'  fingers ;  who,  though  they  impoverifhed  the 
*'  proprietors,  and  impofed  on  the  audience, 
"  were  for  fome  time  tolerated,  by  reafon  of 
*'  his  dextrous  infinuations,  which  prevailed 
*'  upon  a  few  dehided  women,  efpecially  the 
"  Vizard  Majks  *,  to  believe  that  the  ftage 

*'  was 

•  It  is  well  known  that  the  Mask,  which  conferred  a 
certain  degree  of  invifibijity,  and  concealed  many  immo- 
ralities, was  long  worn  by  women  of  intrigue  and  plea~ 
fiire^  as  a  badge  oi projiitution,  Dryden,  in  the  Epilogue 
to  his  "  Love  Triumphant,"  mentions  Masks  and  Misses, 
as  perfcns  of  much  the  fame  character.  it  has  already 
been  obferved,  that  the  appellation  of  Miss,  was  formerly 
ufed  for  a  woman  of  ill  fame.  The  Mask  however  was 
frequently  worn  by  women  of  the  ftri6teft  virtue,  and  ge- 
nerally on  the  firft  night  of  the  exhibition  of  a  new  comedy, 
in  the  reign  of  Charles  II. 

C.  CiBBER,  fpeaking  of  the  indecent  liberties  which 
dramatic  writers  took  with  their  wit,  fays,  "  I  remember 
*'  the  ladies  were  obferved  to  be  then  decently  afraid  of  ven- 
*'  tUTing bare-faced  to  a  new  comedy,  till  they  had  been  aflu- 
*'  red  they  might  do  it  without  the  rifk  of  an  infult  to  their 
"  modefty — Or  if  their  curiofity  were  too  flrong  for  their 
"  patience,. they  took  care  at  leaft  to  fave  appearances, 
*'  and  rarely  came  upon  the  firft  day  of  acSting,  but  in 
*'  MASKS,  then  daily  zuom^  and  admitted  in  the  pit^  the 
'-^  fide  boxes ^  and  gallery^  which  cuftom  however  had  fo 
"  many  ill  confequenccs,  that  it  has  been  abolifhed  thefe 
"  many  years."  Life  of  C.  Gibber,  Vol.  I.  p.  195.  Ed. 
1756.  i2mo. 

in  a  curious  advcrtifement  of  a  puppet  fliow,  at  the  end 
of  one  of  thefe  Papers,  in  the  original  edition  in  folio^  there 
is  this  article,  "  No  perfons  to  be  admitted  with  masks,  or 
"  RIDING-HOODS."  SPECTATOR,  N^  550.  in  foUo  ;  hence 
it  appears  that  in  17 12,  masks  and  riding-hoods  con- 
tinued to  be  diftinguifliing  charaderiflics  of  women  of  the 

town  J 
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"  v/as  in  danger.     But  his  fchemes  were  foon 

*'  expofed  ;  and  the  great  ones  that  fupported 

*'  him  withdrawing  their  favour,  he  made  his 

*'  exit^  and  remained  for  a  feafon  in  obfcurity. 

"  During  this   retreat  the  MachiaviHan  ,was 

'^  not  idle;  but  fecretly  fomented  divifions, 

**  and  wrought  over  to  his  fide  fome  of  the  in- 

"  ferior  a6tors,referving  a  trap  door  to  himfelf. 

"  to  which  only  he  had  a  key.  This  entrance 

*'  fecured  this  cunning  perfon,  to   complete 

**  his  company,  bethought  himfelf  of  calling 

*'  in  the  moft  eminent  ftrollers  from  all  parts 

"  of  the   kingdom.      1   have    feen   them   all 

**  ranged  together  behind  the  fcenes ;  but  they 

*'  are  many  of  them  perfons  that  never  trod 

**  the  ftage  before,  and  fo  very  aukward  and 

*'  ungainly,  that  it  is  impoffible  to  believe  the 

"  audience  will  bear  them.     He  was  looking 

**  over   his   catalogue  of  plays,   and   indeed 

town  ;  and   this  paflage  confirms  the  teftimony  of  Mrs, 
Elizabeth  Heywood,  mentioned  in  the  note  on  N"*  3. 

Swift,  in  his  bantering  way.  In  a  letter  dated  "  Lond. 
''  Dec.  16,  1703,"  fpeaking  of  the  party- rage  about  the 
bill  againft  occafional  conformity,  fays,  it  was  fo  univer- 
fal,  that  the  dogs  in  the  itreet  were  more  contumelious  and 
quarrelfome  than  ufual  ;  and  a  committee  of  whig  and  tory 
cats  had  a  warm  and  loud  debate,  the  very  night  before 
the  bill  went  up.  "  But  why  (adds  he)  fhould  we  won- 
*'  der  at  that,  when  the  very  ladies  are  fplit  afunder  into 
*'  high-church  and  low,  and  out  of  zeal  for  religion,  have 
'<  hardly  time  to  fay  their  prayers.  The  masks  will  have 
*'  a  crown  more  from  any  man  of  the  other  party,  &c." 
Swift's  "  Works,"  crown  8vo,  1768,  Vol.  XIX.  p.  12. 

**  picked 
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**  picked  up  a  good  tolerable  fet  of  grave  faces 
"  for  counfellors,  to  appear  in  the  famous  fcene 
"  of  *  Venice  Preferved/  when  the  danger  is 
*'  over;  but  they  being  but  mere  outfides,  and 
**  the  aftors  having  a  great  mind  to  play  '  The 
**  Tempeft/  there  is  not  a  man  of  them,  when 

he  is   to  perform  any  thing  above  dumb 

fliow,  is  capable  of  adting  with  a  good  grace 
"  fo  much  as  the  part  of  Trincalo.  How- 
*'  ever,  the  mafter  perfifts  in  his  defign,  and  is 
"  fitting  up  the  old  ftorm  3  but  I  am  afraid  he 
**  will  not  be  able  to  procure  able  failors  or 
"  experienced  officers  for  love  or  money, 

"  Befides  all  this,  when  he  comes  to  call 
"  the   parts,    there  is   fo  great  a  confufion 

amongft  them  for  want  of  proper  aflors, 

that  for  my  part  I  am  wholly  difcouraged. 

The  play  with  which  they  defign  to  open  is, 
'«  The  Duke  and  no  Duke  * ;'  and  they  are 
"  fo  put  to  it,  that  the  mafter  himfelf  is  to  aft 
"  the  Conjurer,  and  they  have  no  one  for  the 
"  General  but  honeft  George  Powell. 

*'  Now,  Sir,  they  being  fo  much  at  a  lofs 
'*  for  the  Dramatis  Perfonce,  viz.  tjie  perfons 
"  to  ena(^l,  and  the  whole  frame  of  the  houfe 
*'  being  defigned  to  be  altered,  I  defire  your 
"  opinion,  whether  you  think  itadvifeable  for 
"  me  to  undertake  to  prompt  them  ?  For 
"  though  I  can  clafh  fwords  when  they  repre- 
*«  fent  a  battle,  and  have  yet  lungs  enough  left 
"  to  huzza   their   viftories,  1  queftion  if  I 

•  A  Farce,  by  N.  Tate,  410,  1685,  and  1693. 

"   fliould 
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•^  fliould   prompt  them  right,  whether   they 
*'  would  a6l  accordingly.     1  am 

'*  Your  honour's  moil  humble  fervant, 

*'  J.  Downs. 

**  P.  S.  Sir,  fince  I  writ  this,  I  am  credibly 
**  informed,  that  they  defign  a  new  houfe  in 
**  Lincoln's-inn-fields,  near  the  popifli  chapel, 
**  to  be  ready  by  michaclmas  next^  which  in- 
"  deed  is  but  repairing  an  old  one  that  has  al- 
*'  ready  failed.  You  know,  the  honeft  maa 
"  who  kept  the  office  is  gone  already." 


N°  194.         Thurfday,  July  6,  1710, 
STEELE*. 


Militat  omnis  amans.     Ovid.  Amor.  El.  ix.  ver,  i. 

The  toils  of  love  require  a  fVarrior  s  3.rt, 
And  every  lover  plays  the  Soldier's  part. 

R.  WVNNE. 

From  my  own  Apartment^  July  5. 

I  WAS  this  morning  reading  the  tenth  canto 
in  the  fourth  book  of  Spenser,  in  which 
Sir  ScuDAMORE    relates   the    progrefs  of  his 

*  This  Paper  is  here  afcribed  to  Steele;  but  per- 
haps it  might  have  been  the  communication  of  Mr.  John- 
Hughes,  whofe  announced  edition  of  the  "  Works 
of  Spenser"  attracted  the  attention,  and  gratified  the  ex- 
pedtation  of  the  public  in  1715. 

Vol.  IV.  D  courts 
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courtfliip  to  x^MORET  under  a  very  beautiful 
Allegory,  which  is  one  of  the  moft  natural  and 
luimixed  of  any  in  that  moft  excellent  author. 
I  fhall  tranfpofe  it,  to  ufe  Mr.  Bayes*s  term, 
for  the  benefit  of  many  Englifh  lovers,  who 
have  by  frequent  letters,  defired  me  to  lay- 
down  fome  rules  for  the  conduct  of  their  -lvV- 
tuous  AMOURS  ;  and  fhall  only  premife,  that  by 
the  Shield  of  love  is  meant  a  generous,  con- 
ftant  paflion  for  the  perfon  beloved. 

*'  When  the  fame,"  fays  he,  '*  of  this  cele- 
**  brated  beauty  firft  flew  abroad,  I  went  in 
**  purfuit  of  her  to  the  Temple  of  love.  This 
"  Temple^''  continues  he,  "  bore  the  name  of 
**  the  goddefs  Venus,  and  was  feated  in  a  moft 
"  fruitful  ifland,  walled  by  nature  againft  all 
*'  invaders.  There  was  a  fingle  bridge  that 
**  led  into  the  ifland,  and  before  it  a  caftle  gar- 
**  rifoned  by  twenty  Knights.  Near  the  caftle 
"  was  an  open  plain,  and  in  the  midft  of  it  a 
**  pillar,  on  which  was  hung  the  Shield  of  i.ov^  ; 
"  and  underneath  it,  in  letters  of  gold,  was  this 
*'  infcription : 

*^  Happy  the  man  who  well  can  ufe  his  blifs  ; 
"  Whofe  ever  be  the  Shield,  fair  Amoret  be  his. 

"  My  heart  panted  upon  reading  the  in- 
**  fcription  :  I  ftruck  upon  the  Shield  with  my 
**  fpear.  Immediately  ifTued  forth  a  Knight 
•*  well  mounted,  and  completely  armed,  who, 
*'  without  fpeaking,  ran  fiercely  at  me.  I 
•«  received  him  as  well  as  I  could,    and   by 

**  good 
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*«  good  fortune  threw  him  out  of  the  faddle.  I 
*'  encountered  the  whole  twenty  fuccefiively, 
**  and,  leaving  them  all  extended  on  the  plain, 
''  carried  off  the  fliield  in  token  of  vidtory, 
'*  Having  thus  vanquiflied  my  rivals,  1  pafled 
*'  on  without  impediment,  until  I  came  to  the 
''  utmoft  gate  of  the  bridge,  which  I  found 
*'  locked  and  barred.  I  knocked  and  called ; 
''  but  could  get  no  ^nfwer.  At  laft  I  faw  .one 
*'  on  the  other  fide  of  the  gate,  who  flood  peep- 
*'  ing  through  a  fmall  crevice.  This  was  the 
^'  porter  -,  he  had  a  double  face  refembling  a 
"  JanuSy  and  was  continually  looking  about 
*'  him,  as  if  he  miftrufted  fome  fudden  danger. 
**  His  name,  as  I  afterwards  learned,  was 
**  Doubt.  Over  againft  him  fat  Delay,  who 
'^  entertained  paffengers  with  fome  idle  ftory, 
««  while  they  loft  fuch  opportunities-  as  were 
"  never  to  be  recovered.  As  foon  as  the 
**  porter  faw  my  fliield,  he  opened  the  gate; 
**  but  upon  my  entering,  Delay  caught  hold 
«'  of  me,  and  would  fain  have  made  me  lifteii 
*'  to  her  fooleries.  However,  I  fhook  her  off, 
"  and  pafTed  forward,  until  I  came  to  the 
**  fecond  gate,  '  The  Gate  of  Good  Defert,' 
"  which  always  flood  wide  open,  but  in  the 
*'  porch  was  an  hideous  giant,  that  flopped  the 
*' entrance;  his  name  was  Danger.  Many 
**  warriors  of  good  reputation,  notable  to  bear 
''  the  fternnefs  of  his  look,  went  back  again. 
**  Cowards  fled  at  the  firft  fight  of  him ;  except 
*'  fome  few,  who,  watching  their  opportunity, 
D  2  flipt 
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**  flipt  by  him  unobferved.  I  prepared  to 
**  aflault  Inm  j  but  upon  the  firft  fight  of  my 
"  Shieldy  he  immediately  gave  way.  Looking 
*'  back  upon  him,  I  found  his  hinder  parts 
*'  much  more  deformed  and  terrible  than  his 
**  face;  Hatred,  Murder,  Treafon,  Envy,  and 
*'  Detraction,  lying  in  ambufh  behind  him,  to 
"  fall  upon  the  heedlefs  and  unwary. 

''  I  new  entered  the  '  llland  of  Love,'  which 
«'  appeared  in  all  the  beauties  of  art  and  nature, 
**  and  feafted  every  fenfe  with  the  moft  agree- 
*5  able  objefts.  Amidft  a  pleafing  variety  of 
"  walks  and  alleys,  fhady  feats,  and  flowery 
**  banks,  funny  hills,  and  gloomy  valleys,  were 
*«  thoufands  of  lovers  fitting,  or  walking  toge- 
<«  ther  in  pairs,  and  finging  hymns  to  the  Deity 
«f  of  the  place. 

"  I  could  not  forbear  envying  this  happy 
**  people,  who  were  already  in  poffeffion  of  all 
?'  they  could  defire.  While  I  went  forward 
*'  to  the  Temple^  the  ftru6ture  was  beautiful 
*'  beyond  imagination.  1  he  gate  ftood  open. 
**  In  the  entrance  fat  a  moft  amiable  woman, 
**  whofe  name  was  Concord. 

*'  On  either  fide  of  her  ftood  two  young 
**  men,  both  ftrongly  armed,'  as  if  afraid  of 
•*  each  other.  As  I  afterwards  learned,  they 
«*  were  both  her  fons,  but  begotten  of  her  by 
««  two  different  fathers  j  their  names  Lov£  and 
**  Hatred. 

**  The  lady  fo  well  tempered  and  reconciled 
[^  them  both,    that  fhe  forced  them  to  join 

**  hands  j 
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*«  hands  5  though  I  could  not  but  obferve, 
*«  that  Hatred  turned  afide  his  face,  as  not 
*'  able  to  endure  the  fight  of  his  younger 
"  brother. 

*'  I  at  length  entered  the  inmoft  temple,  the 
*'  roof  of  which  was  raifed  upon  an  hundred 
**  marble  pillars,  decked  with  crowns,  chains, 
**  and  garlands.  The  ground  was  ftrewed  with 
"  flowers.  An  hundred  altars,  at  each  of  which 
"  flood  a  virgin  prieftefs  cloathed  in  white, 
*'  blazed  all  at  once  v/ith  the  facrifice  of  lovers, 
"  who  were  perpetually  fending  up  their  vows 
**  to  heaven  in  clouds  of  incenfe. 

''  In  the  midft  flood  the  Goddefs  herfelf 
*^  upon  an  altar  whofe  fubflance  was  neither 
*'  gold  nor  ftone,  but  infinitely  more  precious 
''  than  either.  About  her  neck  flew  numberlefs 
^^  flocks  of  little  Loves,  Joys,  and  Graces  ;  and 
**  all  about  her  altar  lay  fcattered  heaps  of 

lovers,  complaining  of  the  difdain,  pride,  or 
"  treachery  of  their  miflrefTes.  One  among  the 
^'  reft,  no  longer  able  to  contain  his  griefs, 
"  broke  out  into  the  following  prayer  : 

*'  Venus,  queen  of  grace  and  beauty,  joy  of 
"  gods  and  men,  who  with  a  fmile  becalmefl 
"  the  feas,  and  reneweft  all  nature  ;  Goddefs, 
"  whom  all  the  different  fpecies  in  the  univerfe 
"  obey  with  joy  and  pleafure,  grant  I  may  at 
'*  laft  obtain  the  objecl  of  my  vows." 

"  The  impatient  Lover  pronounced  this  with 

"  great  vehemence  5  but  I,  in  a  foft  murmur, 

f*  befought  the  Goddefs  to  lend  me  her  aflif^^ 

P  3  V  ance, 
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*'  ance.  While  I  was  thus  praying,  I  chanced 
**  to  caft  my  eye  on  a  company  of  ladies,  who 
*'  were  affembled  together  in  a  corner  of  the 
**  temple  waiting  for  the  anthem. 

"  The  foremoft  feemed  fomething  elder  and 
*'  of  a  more  compofed  countenance  than  the 
**  reft,  who  all  appeared  to  be  under  her  direc-? 
*'  tion.  Her  name  was  Womanhood.  On  on? 
**  fide  of  her  fat  ShA'v^kfacedness,  with 
♦'  blufhes  rifing  in  her  cheeks,  and  her  eyes 
*'  fixed  on  the  ground  ;  on  the  other  was 
**  Chearfulness,  with  a  fmiling  look,  that 
**  infufed  a  fecret  pleafure  into  the  hearts  of 
**  all  that  faw  her.  With  thefe  fat  Modesty, 
^^  holding  her  hand  on  her  heart :  Courtesy, 
*«  with  a  graceful  afpe(^.^,  and  obliging  beha- 
*'  viour :  and  the  two  fitters,  who  were  always 
*^  linked  together,  and  refembled  each  other, 
<*  Silence  and  Obedience. 

Thus  fat  they  all  around  in  feemly  rate, 
And  in  the  midfl:  of  them  a  goodly  maid, 
Ev'n  in  the  lap  of  Womanhood  there  fate. 
The  which  was  all  in  lily  white  array'd  ; 
Whtre  filver  dreams  among  the  linen  (Iray'd, 
Like  to  the  morn,  when  firlt  hei  fhining  facCj, 
Hath  to  the  gloomy  world  itfelf  bewray'd. 
That  fame  was  faiiefl  Am o ret  in  place, 
Shiningwi  th  beauty 'slight,and  heavenly  virtue's  grace. 

"  As  foon  as  I  beheld  the  charming  Amoret, 
«'  my  heart  throbbed  with  hopes.  1  ftepped  tq 
*«  her,  and  feized  her  hand;  when  Woman- 

''   HOPD 
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*'  HOOD  immediately  rifing  up,  fharply  rebuked 
"  me  for  offering  in  fo  rude  a  manner  to  lay 
*'  hold  on  a  virgin.  I  excufed  myfelf  as  mo- 
*'  deftlv  as  I  could,  and  at  the  fame  time  dif- 
*'  played' my  *Sy6/V/^:  upon  which,  as  foon  as 
*'  fhe  beheld  the  God  emblazoned  with  his 
''  bow  and  (hafts,  Ihe  was  ftruck  mute,  and 
*'  inftantly  retired. 

'*  I  ftill  held  faft  the  fair  Amoret;  and  turn- 
*'  ing  my  eyes  towards  the  Goddefs  of  the  place, 
*'  faw  that  file  favoured  my  pretenfions  with  a 
''  fmile,  which  fo  emboldened  me,  that  1  car- 
*'  ried  off  my  prize. 

*'  The  maid,  fometimes  with  tears,  fometimes 
with  fmiles,  intreated  me  to  let  her  go:  but 
''  I  led  her  through  the  temple-gate,  where 
*'  the  Goddefs  Concord,  who  had  favoured 
*'  my  entrance,  befriended  my  retreat." 

This  Allegory  is  fo  natural,  that  it  explains 
itfelf.      The  perfons    in  it  are  very  artfully 
defcribed,and  difpofed  in  proper  places.     The 
pofts  alligned  to  Doubt,  Delay,  and  Dan- 
ger, are  admirable.  T]6^^^/^  ^  Good  Desert 
has  fometliine  noble  andinftrudive  in  it.  But 
above  all,  I  am  moft  pleafed  with  the  beautiful 
groupe  of  figures  in  the  corner  of  the  temple. 
Among  thefe  Womanhood  is  drawn  like  what 
the  philofophers  call  an  JJniverfal  Nature^  and 
is  attended  with  beautiful  reprefcntatives  of  all 
thofe  virtues   that  are  the  ornaments  of  the 
female  fex,  conlidcred  in  its  natural  perfeftion 
and  innocence. 

D  4  N-  195. 
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N°  195.      Saturday,  July  8,  1710, 
STEELE. 

Grecian  Coffee- houftj  July  7. 

THE  learned  world  are  very  much  offended 
at  many  of  my  ratiocinations,  and  have 
but  a  very  mean  opinion  of  me  as  a  politician. 
The  reafon  of  this  is,  that  fome  erroneoufly 
conceive  a  talent  for  politics  to  confift  in  the 
regard  to  a  man's  own  intereft  ;  but  I  am  of 
quite  another  mind,  and  think  the  firft  and 
effential  quality  tovv^ards  being  a  ftatefman  is  to 
have  a  public  fpirit.  One  of  the  gentlemen  who 
are  out  of  humour  with  me  imputes  my  falling 
into  a  way,  wherein  I  am  fo  very  aukward,  to 
a  barrennefs  of  invention  ;  and  has  the  charity 
to  lay  new  matter  before  me  for  the  future. 
He  is  at  the  bottom  my  friend  ;  but  is  at  a  lofs 
to  know  whether  I  am  a  fool  or  a  phyfician, 
and  is  pleafed  io  expoftulate  with  me  with 
relation  to  the  latter.  He  falls  heavy  upon 
licentiates,  and  feems  to  point  more  particu- 
larly at  us  who  are  not  regularly  of  the  faculty. 
But  fi'ce  he  has  been  fo  civil  to  me,  as  to  med- 
dle only  with  thofe  who  are  employed  no  fur- 
ther than  about  mens  lives,  and  not  refle<5ted 
upon  nie  as  of  the  aftrological  feft,  who  con- 
cern 
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cern  ourfelves  about  lives  and  fortunes  alfo,  I 
am  not  fo  much  hurt  as  to  ftifle  any  part  of 
his  fond  letter  *. 

"Sir, 

"  I  AM  afraid  there  is  fomething  in  the  fuf- 
'  picions  of  fome  people,  that  you  begin  to  be 

*  fhort  of  matter  for  your  Lucubrations. 

*  Though  feveral  of  them  now  and  then  did 
'  appear  fomewhat  dull  and  infipid  to  me,  I 
'  was  always  charitably  inclined  to  believe  the 
'  fault  lay  in  myfelf,  and  that  I  wanted  the 

*  true  key  to  decypher  your  myfteries ;  and 

*  remember  your  advertifement  upon  this  ac- 
^  count.  But  fince  1  have  feen  you  fall  into  an 
'  unpardonable  error,  yea  with  a  relapfe ;  I 

*  mean,  fince  1  have  f^en  you  turn  politician 

*  in  the  prefent  unhappy  diflenfions,  I  have 
'  begun  to  ftagger,  and  could  not  chufe  but 
'  leffen  the  great  value  I  had  for  the  Cenfor  of 

*  our  ifle.      How  is  it  pofiible  that  a  man, 

♦  Written  probably  by  Prior  or  Swift,  while  they  had 
yet  Tome  hopes  of  reclai?mng  Steele,  that  is,  of  prevailing 
upon  him  to  defert  the  whig- party,  as  they  themfelves  had 
juft  done.  The  following  paflage  feems  to  allude  to  this 
letter.  Steele's  friends  the  Corn-cutter  and  the  Vpholjlerer 
'*  acquainted  him  with  many  little  incidents  and  corrup- 
f  tions  in  low  life  which  he  has  not  touched  upon  ;  but, 
^'  inftead  of  a  favourable  anfwer,  he  has  reje<Sled  all  their 
*'  hints  for  mirth  and  waggery ^  and  trafifcribedfcraps  ofP^li' 
f  //Vj,  &c,"  Examiner,  Vol.  IV.  N°43.  See  N°  190, 
and  Note\  alfo  C.  Lillie's  '*  Original  Letters  to  the 
!'  Tatler,  &c."  Vol.  1.  p.  56.  8vo. 

l[  whom 
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*'  whom  interell  did  naturally  lead  to  a  conftant 
*'  impartiality  in  thefe  matters,  and  who  hath 
*'  wit  enough  to  judge  that  his  opinion  was  not 
**  like  to  make  many  profelytes ;  how  is  it  pof- 
**  fible,  1  fay,  that  a  little  palfion,  for  I  have  ftill 
**  too  good  an  opinion  of  you  to  think  you  was 
**  bribed  by  x.\\q  Jlaggering  party,  could  blind 
"  you  fo  far  as  to  oliend  the  very  better  half  oi 
**  the  nation,  and  to  lefTen  off  fo  much  the 
**  number  of  your  friends  ?  Mr.  Morphew  will 
•*  not  have  caufe  to  thank  you,  unlefs  you  give 
**  over,  and  endeavour  to  regain  what  you  have 
"  loft.  There  are  ftill  a  great  many  themes  you 
*'  have  left  untouched:  fuch  as  the  ill- manage- 
•«  ment  of  matters  relating  to  law  and  phyfic; 
**  the  fetting  down  rules  for  knowing  the 
**  quacks  in  both  profeffions.  What  a  large 
*'  field  is  left  in  difcovering  the  abufes  of  the 
**  college,  who  had  a  charter  and  privileges 
"  granted  them  to  hinder  the  creeping  in  and 
*«  prevailing  of  quacks  and  pretenders ;  and  yet 
**  grant  licences  to  barbers,  and  write  letters  of 
*'  recommendation  in  the  country  towns,  out 
**  of  the  reach  of  their  pradtice,  in  favour  of 
*'  mere  boys  ;  valuing  the  health  and  lives  of 
*'  their  countrymen  no  farther  than  they  get 
**  money  by  them.  You  have  faid  very  little 
*^  or  nothing  about  the  difpenfation  of  juftice 
**  in  town  and  country,  where  clerks  are  the 
<'  counfellors  to  their  mafters. 

**  But  as  1  cannot  expeft  that  the  Cenfor  of 
«'  Great-Britain  flipuld  publifh  a  letter,  wherein 

'J  he 
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*'  he  is  cenfared  with  too  much  reafonhimfelf; 
"  yet  I  hope  you  will  be  the  better  for  it, 
"  and  think  upon  the  themes  I  have  mentioned, 
«  which  muft  certainly  be  of  greater  fervice  to 
"  the  world,  yourfelf,  and  Mr.  Morphew, 
''  than  to  let  us  know  whether  you  are  a  Whig 
**  or  a  Tory.  I  am  ftill  your  admirer  and 
^'  fervant,  Cato  Junior." 

This  gentleman  and  I  differ  about  the  words 
flaggering  and  better  part  -,  but  inftead  of  an- 
fwering  to  the  particulars  of  this  epiftle,  I  Ihall 
only  acquaint  my  correfpondent,  that  I  am  at 
preient  forming  my  thoughts  upon  the  foun- 
dation of  Sir  Scudamore's  progrefs  in  Spfn-p 
SER,  which  has  led  me  from  all  other  amufe- 
ments,  to  confider  the  date  of  Love  in  this 
iflandj  and  from  the  corruptions  in  the  govern- 
ment of  that,  to  deduce  the  chief  evils  of  life^ 
In  the  mean  time  that  i  am  thus  employed,  I 
have  given  pofitive  orders  to  Don  Saltero* 
of  Chelfea  the  tooth- drawer,  and  dodor  Tho^^ 
MAS  Smith  the  corn -cutter  of  King-ftreet, 
Weftminfter,  who  have  the  modefty  to  confine 
their  pretenfions  to  manual  operations,  to 
bring  me  in,  with  all  convenient  fpeed,  com- 
plete lifts  of  all  who  are  but  of  equal  learning 
with  themfelves,  and  yet  adminifter  phyfic  be- 
yond the  feet  and  gums.  Thefe  advices  I  (hall 
referve  for  my  future  leifure  ;  but  have  now 
taken  a  refolution  to  dedicate  the  remaining 
*  See  N°  34,  N^  2?r,  and  l^ote  3. 

par? 
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part  of  this  inftant  July  to  the  fervice  of  the 
fair  fex,  and  have  almoft  finifhed  a  fcheme 
for  fettling  the  whole  remainder  of  that  fex 
who  are  unmarried,  and  above  the  age  of 
twenty-fix. 

In  order  to  this  good  and  public  fervice,  I 
fhall  confider  the  paffion  of  Love  in  its  full 
extent,  as  it  is  attended  both  with  joys  and 
inquietudes  ;  and  lay  down  for  the  condu6l  of 
my  Lovers,  fuch  rules  as  Ihall  banifh  the  cares, 
and  heighten  the  pleafures,  which  flow  from 
that  amiable  fpring  of  life  and  happinefs. 
There  is  no  lefs  than  an  abfolute  neceffity,  that 
fome  provifion  be  made  to  take  off  the  dead 
ftock  of  women  in  city,  town,  and  country. 
Let  there  happen  but  the  leaft  diforder  in  the 
ftreets,  and  in  an  inftant  you  fee  the  inequality 
of  the  numbers  of  males  and  females.  Befides 
that  the  feminine  crowd  on  fuch  occafions  is 
more  numerous  in  the  open  way,  you  may 
obferve  them  alfo  to  the  very  garrets  huddled 
together,  four  at  leaft  at  a  cafement.  Add  to 
this,  that  by  an  exact  calculation  of  all  that 
have  come  to  town  hy  Jiage- coach  or  ^waggon  for 
this  twelvemonth  paft,  three  times  in  four  the 
treated  perfons  have  been  males.  1  his  over- 
ftock  of  beauty,  for  which  there  are  fo  few 
bidders,  calls  for  an  immediate  fupply  of  Lovers 
and  Huibands ;  and  I  am  the  ftudious  Knight- 
Errant,  who  have  fuffered  long  no6turnal  con- 
templations to  find  out  methods  for  the  relief 
pf  all  Britifli  females,  who  at  prefect  feem  tQ 

b<3 
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be  devoted  to  involuntary  virginity.  The 
Icheme,  upon  which  I  defign  to  adt,  I  have 
communicated  to  none  but  a  beauteous  young 
lady,  who  has  for  fome  time  left  the  town,  in 
the  following  letter  : 

To  Amanda  in  Kent. 

"  Madam, 

^*  I  SEND,  with  this,  my  difcourfe  of  v^ays 

•*  and  means  for  encouraging  marriage,  and 

'*  repeopling  the  ifland.  You  will  foon  obferve, 

*'  that,  according  to  thefe  rules,  the  mean  con- 

*'  fiderations,  which  make  beauty  and  merit 

'*  ceafe  to  be  the  objedls  of  Love  and  Courtfhip, 

*^  will  be  fully  exploded.      I  have  unanfwer- 

"  ably  proved,  that  jointures  and  fettlements 

*'  are  the  bane  of  happinefs ;   and  not  only  fo, 

**  but  the  ruin  even   of  their  fortunes  who 

"  enter  into  them.     I  beg  of  you  therefore  to 

**  come  to    town  upon  the   receipt   of  this, 

''  where  I  promife  you,  you  fhall  have  as  many 

^'  Lovers  as  Toaftersj  for  there  needed  nothing 

*'  but  to  make  mens  interefts  fall  in  with  their 

**  inclinations,  to  render  you  the  moft  courted 

"  of  your  fex.     As  many  as  love  you  will  now 

*'  be  willing  to  marry  you.     Haften  then,  and 

*'  be  the  honourable  miftrefs  of  mankind.  Cas- 

*'  SANDER,  and  many  others,  ftand  in  The  gate  of 

y  good  Dejert  to  receive  you.     I  am  Madam, 

*'  Your  moft  obedient, 

"  moft  humble  fervant, 

**  Isaac  Bickerstaff." 

*^*  On 
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♦^*  On  Monday  next  will  be  delivered  to  fubfcriberS, 
by  Charles  Lillie,  perfumer,  at  the  corner  of  Beauford^ 
buildings,  in  the  Strand,  and  J.  Morphew,  near  Stati- 
oners-hall, The  firft  volume  of  the  Lucubrations  of 
Isaac  Bickerstaff,  Efq;  in  o^avo^  on  a  fine  royal  and 
medium  papers.  And  the  fecond  volume  will  be  delivered 
in  about  a  fortnight,  it  being  neceflarily  deferred  for  want 
o^ paper ^  which  is  juft  come  by  the  fleet  now  arrived  from 
Holland. 

N.  B.  Several  perfons  having  fubfcribed  in  Scotland, 
Ireland,  and  other  parts,  whofe  names  are  not  yet  returned, 
the  whole  lift  of  fubfcribers  will  be  reprinted  in  the  fecond 
volume;  as  well  to  corretSt  the  errors  that  may  have  hap- 
pened in  this,  as  to  infert  the  names  not  yet  received. 

The  fame  day  they  will  be  publifhed  in  two  volumes  in> 
i2mo.  being  fitted  for  the  pocket,  and  printed  on  a  neat 
Elzevir  letter,  and  good  paper. 

Note^  this  genuine  edition  has  a  running-title  over  the 
pages  in  the  following  manner  ; 

2  The  Tatler,  N»  i. 

with  the  neccffary  variation  of  the  folios  in  Vol.  I.  from  i, 
to  368;  as  likewife  in  Vol.  II.  from  i,  to  388,  and  the 
numbers  from  i,  to  114,  having  a  Dedication  and  an 
Index  to  each  volume.  Sold  by  Charles  Lillie,  a  per- 
fumer, at  the  corner  of  Beauford-building?,  in  the  Strand  ; 
and  J.  Morphew,  near  Stationers-hall.  Price  2S.  6d, 
each  volume. 

Whereas  the  fpurious  incorrect  edition  has  no  fuch 
running  title,  but  only  a  fingle  folio,  or  number  of  the 
pages,  as  follows  : 

(     4     ) 
And  fo  varying  the  pages,  (5)  (6)  &c.  to  folio  557,  and 
N°  100. 

N.  B.  This  Advertifement  is  printed  in  the  five  follow- 
ing numbers  of  the  Tatler  in  folio^  and  the  Edition  it 
refers  to  is  ftill  not  very  difficult  to  be  found  in  London. 
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N''  196.  Tuefday,  July  ii,   1710. 
STEELE. 


Dukis  inexperto  cultura  potentis  amici, 
Fxpertusmetuit. —      Hor.  2  Ep.  xviii.  86. 

*  Untry'dj  how  fweec  a  Court-attendance  ! 

*  When  try'd,  how  dreadful  the  Dependance  !* 

Francis, 

From  my  own  Apartment,  July  10. 

THE  intended  courfe  of  my  ftudies  was 
altered  this  evening  by  a  vifit  from  an 
old  acquaintance,  who  complained  to  me,  men- 
tioning one  upon  whom  he  had  long  depended, 
that  he  foimd  his  labour  and  perfeverance  in 
his  patron's  fervice  and  interefts  wholly  inef- 
feftual ;  and  he  thought  now  after  his  befl: 
years  were  fpent  in  a  profefled  adherence  to 
him  and  his  fortunes,  he  fhould  in  the  end  be 
forced  to  break  with  him,  and  give  over  all 
further  expectations  from  him.  Hefighed,  and 
ended  his  difcourfe,  by  faying,  "  You,  Mr. 
*'  Cenfor,  fome  time  ago,  gave  us  your  thoughts 
**  of  the  behaviour  of  great  men  to  their  credi- 
"  tors.  This  fort  of  demand  upon  them,  for 
""'  what  they  invite  men  to  expeft,  is  a  debt 
**  of  honour  3    which   according  to  cuftom, 

['  they 


48  THE    TATLER.      N^igg. 

"  ought  to  be  moft  careful  of  paying,  and 
**  would  be  a  worthy  fubjecl  for   a  Lucu- 

**    BRATION." 

Of  all  men  living,  I  think,  I  am  the  moll 
proper  to  treat  of  this  matter;  becaufe,  in  the 
character  and  employment  of  Cenfor,  1  have 
had  encouragement  fo  infinitely  above  my  de- 
fert,  that  what  I  fay  cannot  poffibly  be  fuppofed 
to  arife  from  peevifhnefs,  or  any  difappoint- 
ment   in    that   kind,    which   I    myfelf    have 
met  with.     When  we  confider  Patrons  and 
their  Clients,  thofe  who  recei'-ce  addrejfesy  mid 
thofe  who  are  addrejfed  to^  it  muft  not  be  under- 
ftood   that   the  dependants   are   fuch  as   are 
worthlefs  in  their  natures,  abandoned  to  any 
vice  or  difhonour,  or  fuch  as  without  a  call 
thruft  themfelves  upon  men  in  power ;  nor 
when  we  fay  Patrons,  do  we  mean  fuch  as 
have  it  not  in  their  power,  or  have  no  obliga- 
tion to  affift  their  friends  ;  but  we  fpeak   of 
fuch  leagues  where  there  are  power  and  obli- 
gation on  the  one  part,  and  merit  and  expefta- 
tion  on  the  other.  Were  we  to  be  very  parti- 
cular  on  this  fubjeft,  1  take  it  that  the  divi-^ 
fion  of  Patron  and  Client  may  include  a 
third  part  of  our  nation.     The  want  of  merit 
and  real  worth  will  ftrike  out  about  ninety- 
nine  in  the  hundred  of  thefe ;  and  want  of  abi- 
lity in  the  Patron  will  difpofe  of  as  many  of 
that  order.     He  who  out  o^  mere  vanity  to 
te  applied  to,  will  take  up  another's  time  and 
fortune  in  his  fervice,  where  he  has  no  profped 

of 
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df  returning  it,  i^  as  much  more  unjufl,  as  thofe 
who  took  up  my  friend  the  Upholder  s  *  goods 
without  paying  him  for  them  ;  I  fay,  he  is  as 
much  more  unjuft,  as  our  life  and  time  is  more 
vakiable  than  our  goods  and  moveables.  A- 
mong  many  whom  you  fee  about  the  Great ^ 
there  is  a  contented  well-pleafed  fet,  who  feem 
to  like  the  attendance  for  its  own  fake,  and  are 
early  at  the  abodes  of  the  powerful,  out  of 
mere  fafliion.  This  fort  of  vanity  is  as  well 
grounded,  as  if  a  man  fliould  lay  afide  his  own 
plain  fuit,  and  drefs  himfelf  up  in  a  gay  livery 
of  another. 

There  are  many  of  this  fpecies  who  exclude 
others  of  juft  expectations,  and  make  thofe  pro- 
per dependants  appear  impatient,  becaufe  they 
are  not  fo  chearful  as  thofe  who  expeft  no- 
thing. I  have  made  ufe  of  the  penny-poft  for 
the  inftrudion  of  thefe  voluntary  flaves,  and 
informed  them,  that  they  will  never  be  pro- 
vided for;  but  they  double  their  diligence 
upon  admonition.  VVill  Afterday  has  told 
his  friends,  that  he  was  to  have  the  next  thing, 
thefe  ten  years ;  and  Harry  Linger  has  been 
fourteen,  within  a  month,  of  a  confiderable  of- 
fice. However,  the  fantaftic  complaifahce 
which  is  paid  to  them,  may  blind  the  great 
from  feeing  themfelves  in  a  juft  light;  they 
muft  needs,  if  they  in  the  leaft  refleft,  at  fome 
times,  have  a  fenfe  of  the  injuftice  they  do  in 
raifing  in  others  a  falfe  expedation.  But  this 
*  SeeN^  180. 

Vol.  IV.  E  is 
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IS  fo  common  a  praftice  in  all  the  ftages  of 
Power,  that  there  are  not  more  cripples  come 
out  of  the  wars,  than  from  the  attendance  of 
Patrons.  You  fee  in  one  a  fettled  melan- 
choly, in  another  a  bridled  rage  ;  a  third 
has  loft  his  memory,  and  a  fourth  his  whole 
conftitution  and  humour.  In  a  word,  when 
you  fee  a  particular  caft  of  mind  or  body, 
which  looks  a  little  upon  the  diftrafted,  you 
may  be  fure  the  poor  gentleman  has  formerly 
had  great  friends.  For  this  reafon,  I  have 
thought  it  a  prudent  thing  to  take  a  nephew 
of  mine  out  of  a  lady's  fervice,  where  he 
was  a  page,  and  have  bound  him  to  a  flioe- 
maker. 

But  what  of  all  the  humours  under  the  fun 
is  the  moft  pleafant  to  confider,  is  that  you  fee 
Ibme  men  lay  as  it  were,  a  fet  of  acquaintance 
by  them,  to  converfe  with  when  they  are  out 
cf  employment,  who  had  no  efFeft  of  thei 
power  when  they  were  in.  Here  Patron 
and  Clients  both  make  the  moft  fantaftical 
figure  imaginable.  Friendfliip  indeed  is  moft 
manifefted  in  adverfity  ;  but  I  do  not  know 
how  to  behave  myfelf  to  a  man,  who  thinks 
me  his  friend  at  no  other  time  but  that.  Dick 
Reptile  of  our  Club  had  this  in  his  head  the 
other  night,  when  he  faid,  ''  1  am  afraid  of  ill 
•'  news,  when  I  am  vifited  by  any  of  my  old 
**  friends."  Thefe  Patrons  are  a  little  like 
fome  fine  gentlemen,  who  fpend  all  their  hours 
of  gaiety  with  their  wenches,  but  when  they 

fall 
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fall  fick  will  let  no  one  come  near  them  but 
their  wives.  It  feems,  truth  and  honour  are 
companions  too  foher  for  profperity.  It  is 
certainly  the  moft  black  ingratitude,  to  accept 
of  a  man's  beft  endeavours  to  be  pleafing  to 
you,  and  return  it  with  indifference. 

I  am  fo  much  of  this  mind,  that  Dick  East- 
court  the  comedian,  for  coming  one  night  to 
our  Club,  though  he  laughed  at  us  all  the  time 
he  was  there,  (hall  have  our  company  at  his 
play  on  Thurfday.     A  man  of  talents  is  to  be 
favoured,  or  never  admitted.  Let  the  ordinary 
world  truck  for  money  and  wares ;  but  men 
of  fpirit  and  converfation  (hould  in  every  kind^ 
do  others  as  much  pleafurc  as  they  receive  from 
them.    But  men  are  fo  taken  up  with  outward 
forms,  that  they  do  not  confider  their  actions; 
elfe  how  fhould  it  be,  that  a  man  fhould  deny- 
that  to  the  entreaties,  and  almoft  tears  of  am 
old  friend,  which  he  fhall  folicit  a  new  one  to 
accept  of?  I  remember,  when  I  firft  came  out 
of  Stafforddiire,  I  had  an  intimacy  with  a  maa 
of  quality,  in  whofe  gift  there  fell  a  very  good 
employment.     All  the  town  cried,  *'  There's 
*'  a  thing  for  Mr.  Bickerstaff  !"  when,   to 
my  great  aftonifliment,   1  found  my  Patrom 
had  been  forced  upon  twenty  artifices  to  fur- 
prize  a  man  with  it,  who  never  thought  of  it: 
but  fure,   it  is  a  degree  of  murder  to  amufe 
men  with  vain  hopes.     If  a  man  takes  away 
another's  life,  where  is  the  difi:erence,  whether 
he  does  it  by  taking  away  the  minutes  of  his 

E  2  time. 
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time,  or  the  drops  of  his  blood  ?  But  indeed, 
fuch  as  have  hearts  barren  of  kindnefs  are 
ferved  accordingly  by  thofe  whom  they  em- 
ploy ;  and  pafs  their  lives  away  with  an  empty 
fliow  of  civihty  for  love,  and  an  infipid  inter- 
courfe  of  a  commerce  in  which  their  affections 
are  no  way  concerned.  But,  on  the  other  fide, 
bow  beautiful  is  the  life  of  a  Patron  who 
performs  his  duty  to  his  inferiors  ?  A  worthy 
merchant,  who  employs  a  crowd  of  artificers  3 
a  great  lord,  who  is  generous  and  merciful  to 
the  feveral  neceffities  of  his  tenants  ;  a  cour- 
tier, who  ufes  his  credit  and  power  for  the  wel- 
fare of  his  friends  j  have  in  their  feverai 
ftations  a  quick  relilh  of  the  exquifite  plea- 
fure  of  doing  good.  In  a  word,  goqd  Pa- 
trons are  like  the  Guardia?!  Angeh  of  Plato, 
who  are  ever  bufy  though  unfeen,  in  the  care 
of  their  wards;  but  ill  Patrons  are  like  the 
Deities  of  Epicurus,  fupine,  indolent,  and  un- 
concerned, though  they  fee  mortals  in  ftorms 
and  tempefts,  even  while  they  are  offering  in- 
cenfe  to  their  Power, 


N°  197.        Thurfday,  July  13,  1710. 
STEELE*. 

Semper  ego  auditor  tantum? Juv.  Sat.  i.  i. 

Scill  fhall  I  only  hear  ? Dryden. 

Grecian  Coffee-houfe,  July  12. 

WH  E  N   I  came  hither  this  evening,  the 
man  of  the  boufe  delivered  me  a  book. 
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very  finely  bound.  When  I  received  it,  I 
overheard  one  of  the  boys  whifper  another,  and 
fay,  ''  It  was  a  fine  thing  to  be  a  great  fcholar! 
*'  v^hat  a  pretty  book  that  is  !"  It  has  indeed  a 
very  gay  outfide,  and  is  dedicated  to  me  by  a 
very  ingenious  gentleman,  who  does  not  put 
his  name  to  it.  The  title  of  it,  (for  the  work 
is  in  Latin)  is,  **  Epifiolarum  Obfciirorum  Vi- 
^'  roru?n,  ad  Dm.  M,  Ortuinum  Gratiumy  Vo^ 
*'  lumiita  II,  G?^."  "  Epiflles  of  the  obfcure 
**  Writers  to  Ortuinus*,  &c.''  The  puipofe 
of  the  work  is  fignified  in  the  Dedicatiofiy  m 
very  elegant  language,  and  fine  raillery.  It 
feems,  this  is  a  coUeftion  of  letters  which  fome 
profound  blockheads,  who  lived  before  our 
times,  have  written  in  honour  of  each  other, 
and  for  their  mutual  information  in  each  other's 
abfurdities.  They  are  moftly  of  the  German 
nation,  whence,  from  time  to  time,  inundations 
of  writers  have  flowed,  more  pernicious  to  the 
learned  world,  than  the  fwarms  of  Goths  and 
Vandals  to  the  politic.  It  is,  methinks,  won- 
derful, that  fellows  could  be  awake,  and  utter 
fuch  incoherent  conceptions,  and  converfe  with 

*  The  elegant  edition  of  the  celebrated  book  here  men- 
tioned, is  in  izmo,  ^nd  dedicated  ^'  Isaac  Bickerstaff, 
"  Artnigero^  Magn?E  Britanniae  Censori."  Bayle  men- 
tions a  iDeautiful  edition  of  this  work  in  8vo,  London, 
1 70 1  J  and  exprefles  his  furprize,  that  there  were  no  notes 
added  to  it,  "  fmce  they  were  To  much  wanted."  This 
publication  is  a  faiire  on  the  diclion  and  morals  of  the 
monks ;  but  the  perfon  or  perfons  to  whom  we  are  indebt- 
ed fvf  itj  are  not  very  certainly  known, 

E  3  great 
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great  gravity,  like  learned  men.  without  the 
leaft  tafte  of  knowledge  or  good  fenfe.  It 
would  have  been  an  endlefs  labour  to  have 
taken  any  other  method  of  expofing  fuch  im- 
pertinences, than  by  an  edition  of  their  own 
works  ;  where  you  fee  their  follies,  according 
to  the  ambition  of  fuch  virtiiofi,  in  a  moft  cor- 
rect edition. 

Looking  over  thefe  accomplifhed  labours, 
I  could  not  but  reflect  upon  the  immenfe  load 
of  writings  which  the  commionalty  of  fcholars 
have  pufhed  into  the  world,  and  the  abfurdity 
of  parents,  who  educate  crowds  to  fpend  their 
time  in  purfuit  of  fuch  cold  and  fpiritlefs 
endeavours  to  appear  in  public.  It  feems 
therefore  a  fruitlefs  labour  to  attempt  the  cor- 
redion  of  the  tafte  of  our  contemporaries  ;  ex- 
cept it  was  in  our  power  to  burn  all  the  fcnfe- 
lefs  labours  of  our  anceftors.  There  is  a  fecret 
propenfity  in  nature,  from  generation  to  gene- 
ration, in  the  blockheads  of  one  age  to  ad- 
mire thofe  of  another;  and  men  of  the  fame 
imperfedions  are  as  great  admirers  of  each 
other,  as  thofe  of  the  lame  abihties. 

This  great  mifchief  of  voluminous  follies 
proceeds  from  a  misfortune  which  happens  in 
all  ages,  that  men  of  barren  geniufes,  but  fertile 
imaginations,  are  bred  fcholars.  This  may  at 
firft  appear  a  paradox  j  but. when  we  confider 
the  talking  creatures  we  meet  in  public  places, 
it  will  no  longer  be  fuch.  Ralph  Shallow 
is  a  young  fellow^  that  has  not  bvnatureany  the 

'  leaft 
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leaft  propenflty  to  ftrike  into  what  has  not  been 
obferved  and  fald,  every  day  of  his  life,  by 
others  ;  but  with  that  inability  of  fpeaking  any 
thing  that  is  uncommon,  he  has  a  great  readi- 
nefs  at  what  he  can  fpeak  of,  and  his  imagina- 
tion runs  into  all  the  different  views  of  the 
fubjecl  he  treats  of  in  a  moment.  If  Ralph 
had  learning  added  to  the  common  chit-chat 
of  the  town,  he  would  have  been  a  difputant 
upon  all  topics  that  ever  were  confidered  by 
men  of  his  own  genius.  As  for  my  part,  I 
never  am  teazed  by  any  empty  town- fellow, 
but  I  blefs  my  ftars  that  he  was  not  bred  a 
fcholar.  This  addition,  we  muft  conlider, 
would  have  made  him  capable  of  maintaining 
his  follies.  His  being  in  the  wrong  would 
have  been  protefted  by  fuitable  arguments ; 
and  when  he  was  hedged  in  by  logical  terms, 
and  falfe  appearances,  you  mufi:  have  owned 
yourfelf  convinced  before  you  could  then  have 
got  rid  of  him,  and  the  fhame  of  his  triumph 
had  been  added  to  the  pain  of  his  imper- 
tinence. 

There  is  a  fort  of  littlenefs  in  the  minds  of 
men  of  wrong  fenfe,  which  makes  them  much 
more  infufferable  than  mere  fools,  and  has  the 
further  inconvenience  of  being  attended  by  an 
endlefs  loquacity.  For  which  reafon,  it  would 
be  a  very  proper  work,  if  fome  well- wiflier  to 
human  fociety  would  confider  the  terms  upon 
which  people  meet  in  public  places,  in  order 
to  prevent  the  unfeafonable  declamations  which 
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we  meet  with  there.  I  remember,  in  my  youth, 
it  was  an  humour  at  the  univerfity,  when  a  fel- 
low pretended  to  be  more  eloquent  than  ordi- 
nary, and  had  formed  to  himfelf  a  plot  to  gain 
all  our  admiration,  or  triumph  over  us  with 
an  argument,  to  either  of  which  he  had  no 
manner  of  call ;  I  fay,  in  either  of  thefe  cafes^ 
it  was  the  humour  to  (hut  one  eye.  This  whim- 
fical  way  of  taking  notice  to  him  of  his  ab- 
lurdity,  has  prevented  many  a  man  from  being 
a  coxcomb,  if  amongft  us,  on  fuch  an  occa- 
lion,  each  man  offered  a  voluntary  rhetorician 
fome  fnufF,  it  would  probably  produce  the  fame 
effecl:.  As  the  matter  now  ftands,  whether  a 
man  will  or  no,  he  is  obliged  to  be  informed 
in  whatever  another  pleafes  to  entertain  him 
with  'y  though  the  preceptor  makes  thefe  ad- 
vances out  of  vanity,  and  not  to  inftrud,  but 
infult  him. 

There  is  no  man  will  allow  him  who  w^ant^ 
courage  to  be  called  a  foldier  j  but  men,  who 
want  good  fenfe,  are  very  frequently  not  only 
allowed  to  be  fcholars,  but  efteemed  for  being 
fuch.  At  the  fam.e  time  it  muft  be  granted, 
that  as  courage  is  the  natural  parts  of  a  foldier, 
fo  is  a  good  underftanding  of  a  fcholar.  Such 
little  minds  as  thefe,  whofe  produc^iions  are 
colle6led  in  the  volume  to  which  I  have  the 
honour  to  be  Patron,  are  the  inftruments  for 
artful  men  to  work  with  ;  and  become  popular 
with  the  unthinking  part  of  mankind.  Jn 
courts,  they  make  tranfparent  flatterers ;   in 

camps, 
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camps,  oftentatious  bullies ;  in  colleges,  unin- 
telligible pedants ;  and  their  faculties  are  ufed 
accordingly  by  thofe  who  lead  them. 

When  a  man  who  wants  judgement  is  ad* 
mitted  into  the  converfation  of  reafonable  men, 
he  fhall  remember  fuch  improper  circum- 
ftances,  and  draw  fuch  groundlefs  conclufions 
from  their  difcourfe,  and  that  with  fuch  colour 
of  fenfe,  as  would  divide  the  befl:  fet  of  com- 
pany that  can  be  got  together.  It  is  juft  thus 
with  a  fool  who  has  a  familiarity  with  books  ; 
he  (hall  quote  and  recite  one  author  againft 
another,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  (hall  puzzle  the 
beft  underftanding  to  refute  him ;  though  the 
moft  ordinary  capacity  may  obferve,  that  it  is 
only  ignorance  that  makes  the  intricacy.  All 
the  true  ufe  of  that  we  call  learning  is  to  en- 
noble and  improve  our  natural  faculties,  and 
not  to  difguife  our  imperfe<5tions.  It  is  there- 
fore in  vain  for  folly  to  attempt  to  conceal  it- 
felf,  by  the  refuge  of  learned  languages.  Li- 
terature does  but  make  a  man  more  eminently 
the  thing  which  nature  made  him  ;  and  Po- 
LYGLOTTES,  had  he  ftudied  lefs  than  hp  has, 
and  writ  only  in  his  mother- tongue,  had  been 
known  only  in  Great-Britain  for  a  pedant. 

''  Mr.  BicKERSTAFF  thauks  Dorinda,  and 
*'  will  both  anfwer  her  letter,  and  take  her 
^'  advice  *." 

N'198. 

♦  As   no  mention  is  afterwards  made  pf  Dorinda,  it 
^oes  fiot  appear  wha;  was  the  purport  of  her  letter  or  ad- 
vice. 
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N°  198.     Saturday,  July  15,  1710. 
STEELE*. 


^alefit  id  quod  amas  celeri  cir cum/pice  mentCy 
ht  tua  Ujuro  Jubftrahe  collajugo. 

OviD.  Rem.  Anor,  i.  89, 

On  your  choice  deliberate,  nor  rafhly  yield 
A  willing  neck  to  Hymen's  galling  yoke. 

From  my  own  Apartment,  July  14. 
The  Hiftory  of  C^lia. 

IT  is  not  neceflary  to  look  back  into  the  firft 
years  of  this  young  lady,  whofe  ftory  is  of 
confequence  only  as   her  life  has  lately  met 

vice.  The  paragraph  feems  to  refer  to  a  letter  figned- 
Orontes,  dated  July  6,  17J0,  publiTned  by  C  Lillie, 
among  the  "  Original  letters  to  the  Tatler,  &:c."  Vol. 
L  p.  56.  It  recommends  to  Steelh,  greater  attention  to 
fupport  the  reputation  of  Censok  cf  Great  Britain  y  ad- 
vifes  him  to  drop  his  correfpondence  with  Aminadab  the 
Jew,  and  Pasquin  the  Italian  ;  and  to  difcontinue  his  po- 
litical Lucubrations,  by  which  there  was  as  little  pro- 
bablity  of  his  doing  any  good,  as  of  his  difcovering  the  phi^ 
lojopher'sjlone.     See  N*  110. 

*  Moft  if  not  all  the  preceding  Papers,  diftinguifhed  by 
fuperfcriptions^  appear  to  have  been  written  by  Addison  ; 
but  this  contains  the  narrative  of  an  affair  fo  recent,  that 
it  can  hardly  be  afcribed  to  Addison,  who  was  at  this 
time  in  Ireland  with  Lord  Whap.ton. 

with 
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with  pafTages  very  uncommon.  She  is  now 
in  the  twentieth  year  of  her  age,  and  owes  a 
ftrift,  but  chearful  education,  to  the  care  of  an 
aunt ;  to  whom  (he  was  recommended  by  her 
dying  father,  whofe  deceafe  was  haftened  by  an 
inconfolable  affliciion  for  the  lofs  of  her  mo- 
ther. As  C^LiA  is  the  offspring  of  the  moft 
generous  pafllon  that  has  been  known  in  our 
age,  file  is  adorned  with  as  rnuch  beauty  and 
grace  as  the  moft  celebrated  of  her  fex  poflefs  ; 
but  her  domeftic  life,  moderate  fortune,  and 
religious  education,  gave  her  but  little  oppor- 
tunity, and  lefs  inclination,  to  be  admired  in 
public  affemblies.  Her  abode  has  been  for 
fbme  years  at  a  convenient  diftance  from  the 
cathedral  of  St,  Paul's  ;  where  her  aunt  and 
fhe  chofe  to  refide  for  the  advantage  of  that 
rapturous  way  of  devotion,  which  gives  ecftafy 
to  the  pleafures  of  innocence,  and,  in  fome 
meafure,  is  the  immediate  poffefiion  of  thofc 
heavenly  enjoyments  for  which  they  are  ad^ 
drelTed. 

As  you  may  trace  the  ufual  thoughts  of  men 
in  their  countenances,  there  appeared  in  the 
face  of  C^:lia  a  chearfulnefs,  the  conftant 
companion  of  unafFe6led  virtue,  and  a  glad- 
nefs,  which  is  as  infeparable  from  true  piety. 
Her  every  look  and  motion  fpoke  the  peaceful, 
mild,  refigning,  humble  inhabitant,  that  ani- 
mated her  beauteous  body.  Her  air  difcovered 
her  body  a  mere  machine  of  her  mind,  and  not 
that  her  thoughts  were  employed  in  ftudying 

grace? 
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graces  and  attradions  for  her  perfon.     Such 
was  CMLiAy  when  fhe  was  firfl  leen  by  Pala- 
MEDE  at  her  ufual  place  of  worfliip.     Pala- 
MEDE  is  a  young  man  of  two-and-twenty,  well- 
fafliioned,  learned,  genteel,  and  difcreet  3  the 
fon  and  heir  of  a  gentleman  of  a  very  great 
eftate,  and  himfelf  poffeffed  of  a  plentiful  one 
by  the  gift  of  an  uncle.     He  became  enamour- 
ed with  Cmlia  5  and  after  having  learned  her 
habitation,  had  addrefs  enough  to  communi- 
cate his  paffion  and  circumftances  with  fuch  an 
air  of  good  lenfe  and  integrity,  as  foon  obtained 
permiifion  to  vifit  and  profefs  his  inclinations 
towards  her.  Pal.  medl's  prefent  fortune  and 
future  expectations  were  no  way  prejudical  to 
bis  addrelfes  ;  but  after  the  lovers  had  pafled 
fome  time  in  the  agreeable  entertainments  of 
a  fuccefsful  courtfhip,  C^lia  one  day  took 
occalion  to  interrupt  Palamede,  in  the  midfl 
of  a  very  pleafing  difcourfe  of  the  happinefs  he 
promifed  himfelf  in  fo  accompliflied  a  compa- 
nion i  and  afluming  a  feiious  air,  told  hmi, 
there  was  another  heart  to  be  won  before  he 
gained  hers,  which  was  that  of  his  father. 
Palamede  feemed  much  difturbed.at  the  over- 
ture 3  and  lamented  to  her,  that  his  father  was 
one  of  thofe  too  provident  parents,  who  only 
place  their  thoughts  upon  bringing  riches  into 
their  families  by  marriages,  and  are  wholly  in- 
fenfible  of  all  other  confiderations.     But  the 
ftridlnefs  of  Cilia's  rules  of  life  made  her  in- 
fift  upon  this  demand  j  and  the  fpn,  at  a  proper 

hour, 


N*i98.        THETATLER.  6i 

hour,  communicated  to  his  father  the  circum- 
ftances  of  his  love,  and  the  merit  of  the  Ob^ 
jeB,  The  next  day  the  father  made  her  a  vi- 
fit.  The  beauty  of  her  p^erfon,  the  fame  of 
her  virtue,  and  a  certain  irrefilVible  charm  in 
her  whole  behaviour,  on  fo  tender  and  delicate 
an  occafion,  wrought  fo  much  upon  him,  in 
fpite  of  all  prepoifcliions,  that  he  haftened  the 
marriage  with  an  impatience  equal  to  that  of 
his  fon.  Their  nuptials  were  celebrated  with 
a  privacy  fuitable  to  the  character  and  modefty 
ofC^LiA;  and  from  that  day,  until  a  fatal 
one  laft  week,  they  lived  together  with  all  the 
joy  and  happinefs  which  attend  minds  entirely 
united. 

It  fliould  have  been  intimated,  that  Pala- 
MEDE  is  a  ftudent  of  the  Temple,  and  ufually 
retired  thither  early  in  the  morning;  Cjelia, 
ftill  fleeping. 

It  happened,  a  few  days  fine e,  that  fhe  fol- 
lowed himthither  to  communicate  to  him  fome- 
thing  file  had  omitted  in  her  redundant  fond- 
nefs,  to  fpeak  of  the  evening  before.  When 
(he  came  to  his  apartment,  the  fervant  there 
told  her,  (lie  was  coming  with  a  letter  to  her. 
While  C^LiA  in  an  inner  room  was  reading  an 
apology  from  her  hulband,  "  That  he  had 
"  been  fuddcnly  taken  by  fomeof  his  acquaint- 
"  ance  to  dine  at  Brentford,  but  that  he  fhould 
"  return  in  the  evening/*  a  country  girl,  de- 
cently clad,  afked,  if  thofe  were  not  the  cham- 
bers of  Mr,  Palamede  ?  She  was  anfwered, 

they 
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they  were  ;  but  that  he  was  not  in  town.  The 
ftranger  alked,  when  he  was  expected  at  home  ? 
The  fervant  replied,  (he  would  go  in  and  afk 
his  wife.  The  young  woman  repeated  the 
word  wife,  and  fainted.  This  accident  raifed 
no  lefs  curiofity  than  amazement  in  C^elia, 
who  caufed  her  to  be  removed  into  the  inner 
room.  Upon  proper  applications  to  revive 
her,  the  unhappy  young  creature  returned  to 
herfelf ;  and  faid  to  C^lia,  with  an  earneft 
and  befeeching  tone,  **  Are  you  really  Mr. 
**  Palamede's  wife  ?"  C^lia  replies,  *'  I 
"  hope  I  do  not  look  as  if  I  were  any  other  in 
*'  the  condition  you  fee  me.''  The  ftranger 
anfwered,  "  No,  Madam,  he  is  my  hufband.'* 
At  the  fame  inftant,  flie  threw  a  bundle  of  let- 
ters into  CiELiA's  lap,  which  confirmed  the 
truth  of  what  flie  afferted.  Their  mutual  in- 
nocence and  forrow  made  them  look  at  each 
other  as  partners  in  diftrefs,  rather  than  rivals 
in  love.  The  fuperiority  of  C^lia*s  under- 
ftanding  and  genius  gave  her  an  authority  to 
examine  into  this  adventure,  as  if  flie  had  been 
offended  againft,  and  the  other  the  delinquent. 
The  ftranger  fpoke  in  the  following  manner : 

"  Madam, 
**  IF  it  (hall  pleafe  you,  Mr.  Palamede, 


<< 


having  an  uncle  of  a  good  eftate  near  Win 
"  chefter,  was  bred  at  the  fchool  there,  to  gain 
the   more  his   good-will  by    being   in   his 
fight,  His  uncle  died,  and  left  him  the  eftate 

**  which 
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which  my  hu{band  now  has.  When  he  was 
a  mere  youth,  he  fet  his  afFe6lions  on  me; 
but  when  he  could  not  gain  his  ends,  he 
married  me ;  making  me  and  my  mother, 
who  is  a  farmer's  widow,  fwear  we  would 
never  tell  it  upon  any  account  whatfoever  ; 
for  that  it  would  not  look  well  for  him  to 
marry  fuch  a  one  as  me  ;  befides,  that  his 
father  would  cut  him  off  of  the  eftate.  I 
was  glad  to  have  him  in  an  honeft  way  j  and 
he  now  and  then  came  and  flayed  a  night 
and  away  at  our  houfe.  But  very  lately,  he 
came  down  to  fee  us  with  a  fine  young  gen- 
tleman, his  friend,  who  ftayed  behind  there 
with  us,  pretending  to  like  the  place  for  the 
fummer  :  but  ever  fince  mafter  Palamede 
went,  he  has  attempted  to  abufe  me  3  and 
I  ran  hither  to  acquaint  him  with  it,  and 
avoid  the  wicked  intentions  of  his  falfe 
friend." 

C/ELiA  had  no  more  room  for  doubt ;  but 
left  her  rival  in  the  fame  agonies  fhe  felt  her- 
felf.  Palamede  returns  in  the  evening;  and 
finding  his  wife  at  his  chambers,  learned  all 
that  had  palled,  and  haftened  to  Cilia's 
lodgings. 

It  is  much  eafier  to  imagine,  than  exprefs, 
the  fentiments  of  either  the  criminal,  or  the 
injured,  at  this  encounter. 

As  foon  as  Palamede  had  found  way  for 
Ipeech,    he   confefled   his   marriage,  and   his 

placing 
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placing  his  companion  on  purpofe  to  vitiate 
his  wite,  that  he  might  break  through  a  mar- 
riage made  in  his  nonage,  and  devote  his 
riper  and  knowing  years  to  C^lia.  She  made 
him  no  anfvver  ;  but  retired  to  her  clolet.  He 
returned  to  the  Temple,  where  he  foon  after 
received  from  her  the  following  letter  : 

•'  Sir, 

*'  YOU,  who  this  morning  were  the  beft, 
*^  are  now  the  worft  of  men  who  breathe  vital 
*'  air.  I  am  at  once  overwhelmed  with  love, 
**  hatred,  rage,  and  difdain.  Can  infamy  and 
**  innocence  live  together?  I  feel  the  weight 
*^  of  the  one  too  ftrong  for  the  comfort  of  the 
**  other.  How  bitter,  heaven !  how  bitter  is 
"  my  portion  !  How  much  have  I  to  fay  !  but 
"  the  infant  which  I  bear  about  me  ftirs  with 
"  my  agitation,  I  am,  Palamede,  to  live  in 
*^  fhame,  and  this  creature  be  heir  to  it. 
*'  Farewel  for  ever*  !" 


N"*  199.         Tuefday,  July  13,  1710. 
STEELE. 

WHEN  we  revolve  in  our  thoughts  fuch 
cataftrophes  as  that  in  the-hiftory  of  the 
unhappy  C^LiA-f,  there  feems  to  be  fomething 

•  Sec  N*  199.  t  Sec  N'  200,  aiwj  N«  198. 

fo 
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fo  hazardous  in  the  changing  a  fingle  ftate  of 
life  into  that  of  Marriage,  that  it  may  happen, 
all  the  precautions  imaginable  are  not  fufficient 
to  defend  a  virgin  from  ruin  by  her  choice.  It 
feems  a  wonderful  inconfrftence  in  the  diftri- 
bution  of  public  juftice,  that  a  man  who  robs 
a  woman  of  an  ear-ring  or  a  jewel,  fhould  be 
punifhed  with  death;  but  one,  who  by  falfe 
arts  and  infinuations  fhould  take  from  her,  her 
very  felf,  is  only  to  fufFer  difgrace.  This  ex- 
cellent young  woman  has  nothing  to  confolate 
herfelf  with,  but  the  refle6tion  that  her  fufFer- 
ings  are  not  the  efFe6l  of  any  guilt  or  mifcon- 
du6l ;  and  has  for  her  proteftion  the  influence 
of  a  Power,  which  amidft  the  unjufl:  re- 
proach of  all  mankind,  can  give  not  only  pa- 
tience, but  pleafure,  to  innocence  in  diftrefs. 

As  the  perfon  who  is  the  criminal  againft 
CiELiA,  cannot  be  fufficiently  punifhed  ac- 
cording to  our  prefent  cafe,  fo  are  there  num- 
berlefs  unhappy  perfons  without  remedy  ac- 
cording to  prefent  cuftom.  That  great  ill, 
which  has  prevailed  among  us  in  thefe  latter 
ages,  is  the  making  even  beauty  and  virtue  the 
purchafe  of  money.  The  generality  of  parents, 
and  fome  of  thofe  of  quality,  inftead  of  look- 
ing out  for  introducing  health  of  conftitution, 
franknefs  of  fpirit,  or  dignity  of  countenance 
into  their  families,  lay  out  all  their  thoughts 
upon  finding  out  matches  for  their  eflates,  and 
not  for  their  children.  You  fliall  have  one  form 
fuch  a  plot  for  the  good  of  his  family,  that 
there  fhall  not  be  fix  men  in  England  capable 

Vol.  IV.  F  o£ 
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of  pretending  to  his  daughter.  A  fecond  fliall 
have  a  Ton  obliged,  out  of  mere  difcretion,  for 
fear  of  doing  any  thing  below  himfelf,  to  fol- 
low all  the  drabs  in  town.  Thefe  fage  parents 
meet ;  and  as  there  is  no  pafs,  no  courtfhip 
between  the  young  ones,  it  is  no  unpleafant 
obfcrvation  to  behold  how  they  proceed  to 
treaty.  There  is  ever  in  the  behaviour  of  each 
fomerhing  that  denotes  his  circumftance,  and 
honeft  Coupler,  the  conveyancer,  fays,  '*  he 
*'  can  diftinguifli  upon  fight  of  the  parties, 
*'  before  they  have  opened  any  point  of  their 
*'  bufinefs,  which  of  the  two  has  the  daughter 
*^  to  fell."  Coupler  is  of  our  club,  and  1  have 
frequently  heard  him  declaim  upon  this  fub- 
ject,and  affert,  "  that  the  Marriage-fettlements, 
"  which  are  now  ufed,  have  grown  fafhion- 
^'  able  even  within  his  memory." 

When  the  theatre,  in  fome  late  reigns,  owed 
its  chief  fupport  to  thofe  fcenes  which  were 
written  to  put  Matrimony  out  of  countenance, 
and  render  that  ftate  terrible,  then  was  it  that 
pin-money  firft  prevailed  ;  and  all  the  other 
articles  were  inferted  which  create  a  diffidence, 
and  intimate  to  the  young  people,  that  they 
are  very  foon  to  be  in  a  ftate  of  war  with  each 
other ;  though  this  had  feldom  happened,  ex- 
cept the  fear  of  it  had  been  expreiled.  Cou- 
pler will  tell  you  alfo,  '*  that  jointures  were 
**  never  frequent  until  the  age  before  his  own  ; 
*'  but  the  women  were  contented  with  the  third 
*'  part  of  the  eftate  the  law  allotted  them,  and 
*'  fcorned  to  engage  with  men   whom  they 

'J  thought 
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"  thought  capable  of  abufing  their  children." 
He  has  alfo  informed  me,  **  that  thofe  who  are 
*'  the  oldeft  Benchers  when  he  came  to  the 
*'  Temple,  told  him,  the  tirft  Marriage-fettle- 
*'  ment  of  confiderable  length  was  the  inven- 
**  tion  of  an  old  ferjeant ;  who  took  the  op- 
"  portunity  of  two  tefty  fathers,  who  were 
**  ever  fquabbling,  to  bring  about  an  alliance 
*'  between  their  children.  Thefe  fellows  knew 
**  each  other  to  be  knaves  ;  and  the  ferjeant 
"  took  hold  of  their  mutual*  diffidence,  for  the 
*'  benefit  of  the  law,  to  extend  the  Settle?nent 
"  to  three  Jkins  of  parchment  ^." 

To  this  great  benefactor  to  the  profeffion  is 
owing  the  prefent  price  current  of  lines  and 
words.  Thus  is  tendernefs  thrown  out  of  the 
queftion,  and  the  great  care  is,  what  the  young 
couple  fhall  do  when  they  come  to  hate  each 
other.  I  do  not  queftion  but  from  this  one 
\\\ixx\o\:lX  oi  Settlements^  might  very  fairly  be  de- 
duced, not  only  our  prefent  defection  in  point 
of  mor£\ls,  but  alfo  our  want  of  people.  This 
has  given  way  to  fuch  unreafonable  gallantries, 
that  a  man  is  hardly  reproachable  that  deceives 
an  innocent  woman,  though  fhe  has  ever  fo 
much  merit,  if  (lie  is  below  him  in  fortune. 
The  man  has  no  difhonour  following  his  trea- 
chery ;  and  her  own  lex  are  fo  debafed  by  force 
of  cuftom,  as  to  fay  in  the  cafe  of  the  woman, 
''  How  could  ihe  expe6l  he  would  marry  her?'* 

By  this  means  the  good  offices,  the  pleafures 
and  graces  of  life,  are  not  put  into  the  balance, 

*  See  N°  223, 
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The  bridegroom  has  given   his   eftate  out  of 
himfelf ;  and  he  has  no  more  left  but  to  follow 
the  blind  decree  of  his  fate,  whether  he  Ihall 
be  fucceeded  by  a  fot,  or  a  man  of  merit,  in 
his  fortune.     On  the  other  fide,  a  fine  woman, 
who  has  alfo  a  fortune,  is  fet  up  by  way  of 
audlion  ;  her  firft  lover  has  ten  to  one  againft 
him.     The  very  hour  after  he  has  opened  his 
heart  and  his  rent-roll,  he  is  made  no  other  ufe 
of  but  to  raife  her  price.     She  and  her  friends 
lofe  no  opportunity  of  publifhing  it,  to  call  in 
new  bidders.  While  the  poor  lover  very  inno- 
cently waits,  until  the  plenipotentiaries  at  the 
inns  of  court  have  debated  about  the  alliance, 
all  the  partifans  of  the  lady  throw  difficulties 
in  the  way,  until  other  offers  come  in  ;  and 
the  man  who  came  firft  is  not  put  in  poffeffion, 
until  {he  has  been  refufed  by  half  the  town*.  If 
an  abhorrence  to  fuch  mercenary  proceedings 
were  well  fettled  in  the  minds  of  my  fair  read- 
ers, thofe  of  merit  would  have  a  way  opened 
to  their  advancement ;  nay,  thofe  who  abound 
in  wealth  only  would  in  reality  find  their  ac- 
count in  it.     It  would  not  be  in  the  power  of 
their  prude  acquaintance,  their  waiters,  their 
nurfes,  coufins,  and  whifpercrs,  to   perfuade 
them,  that  there  are  not  above  twenty  men  in 
a  kingdom,  and  thofe  fuch  as  perhaps  they  may 
never  fet  eyes  on,  whom  they  can  think  of  with 
difcretion.     As  the  cafe  ftands  now,  let  any 
one  confider,  how  the  great  heireffes,  and  thofe 
♦  See  N**  223. 

to 
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to  whom  they  were  offered,  for  no  other  reafon 
but  that  they  could  make  them  fuitable  Set^ 
tlements,  live  together.  What  can  be  more 
infipid,  if  not  loathfome,  than  for  two  perfons 
to  be  at  the  head  of  a  crowd,  who  have  as  little 
regard  for  them  as  they  for  each  other  ;  and  be- 
hold one  another  in  an  affefted  fenfe  of  prof- 
perity,  without  the  leaft  relifh  of  that  exqui- 
fite  gladnefs  at  meeting,  that  fweet  inquietude 
at  parting,  together  with  the  charms  of  voice, 
look,  gefture,  and  that  general  benevolence 
between  well-chofen  lovers,  which  makes  all 
things  pleafe,  and  leaves  not  the  leaft  trifle 
inditferent. 

But  1  am  diverted  from  thefe  Iketches  for 
JutureEssAYS^  in  behalf  of  my  numerous  clients 
of  the  fair  fex,  by  notice  fent  to  my  office  in 
Sheer-lane,  *'  That  a  blooming  widow  in  the 
*^  third  year  of  her  widowhood,  and  twenty- 
^'  fixth  of  her  age,  defigns  to  take  a  colonel  of 
"  twenty-eight."  The  parties  requeft  I  would 
draw  up  their  terms  of  coming  together,  as 
having  a  regard  to  my  opinion  againft  long 
and  diffident  Settlements ,'  and  I  have  fent 
them  the  following  Indenture  ; 

<«  We   John and   Mary  — , 

"  having  eftates  for  life,  refolve  to  take  each 
*'  other.  1  John  will  venture  my  life  to  en- 
^*  rich  thee  Mary  5  and  1  Mary  will  confult 
**  my  health  to  nurfe  thee  John.  To  which 
^*  we  have  interchangeably  fet  our  hands, 
.^*  hearts,  and  feals,  this  i7thof  July^  1710/* 

•  See  N<?  223, 

F  3  N""  200, 
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N°  200.  Thurfday,  July  20,  1710. 
STEELE. 

From  my  own  Apartment,  July  19. 

HAVING  devoted  thp  greater  part  of  my 
time  to  the  fervice  of  the  fair  fex  ;  I  muft 
alk  pardon  of  my  men  correfpondents,  if  I  poft- 
pone  their  commands,  when  1  have  any  from 
the  ladies  which  lie  unanfwered.  That  which 
follows  is  of  importance. 


cc 


"YOU  cannot  think  it  ftrange  if  I,  who 
know  little  of  the  world,  apply  to  you  for 
"  advice  in  the  weighty  affair  oi  Matrimony  \ 
"  fince  you  yourfelf  have  often  declared  it  to 
**  be  of  that  confequence  as  to  require  the  ut- 
"  moft  deliberation.  Without  further  preface, 
*'  therefore  give  me  leave  to  tell  you,  that  my 
**  father  at  his  death  left  me  a  fortune  fufficient 
*'  to  make  me  a  match  for  any  gentleman, 
"  My  mother,  for  fhe  is  ftill  alive,  is  very 
<*  preffing  with  me  to  7narry  ;  and  I  am  apt  to 
«'  think,  to  gratify  her,  I  fl-iall  venture  upon 
«*  one  of  two  gentlemen,  who  at  this  tiqie 
**  make  their  addrellcs  to  me.     My  requeft  is, 

''  that 
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"  that  you  would  direfl  me  in  my  choice; 
"  which  that  you  may  the  better  do,  I  (hall 
**  give  you  their  characters  ;  and,  to  avoid 
"  confufion,  defire  you  to  call  them  by  the 
**  names  of  Philander  and  Silvius,  Phi- 
"  LANDER  is  young,  and  has  a  good  eftate ; 
*'  SiLvius  is  as  young,  and  has  a  better.  The 
•*  former  has  had  a  liberal  education,  has  ken 
"  the  town,  is  retired  from  thence  to  his  eftate 
**  in  the  country,  is  a  man  of  few  words, 
"  and  much  given  to  books,  the  latter  was 
**  brought  up  under  his  father's  eye,  who  gave 
"  him  juft  learning  enough  to  enable  him  to 
**  keep  his  accounts  ;  but  made  him  withal 
"  very  expert  in  country  bufmefs,  fuch  as 
*'  ploughing,  fowing,  buying,  felling,  and  the 
'*  like.  They  are  both  very  fober  men,  nei- 
**  ther  of  their  perfons  is  difagreeable,  nor  did 
*'  I  know  which  to  prefer  until  I  had  heard 
"  them  difcourfe;  when  the  converfation  of 
"  Philander  fo  much  prevailed,  as  to  give 
**  him  the  advantage  with  me,  in  all  other  re- 
*'  fpefls.  My  mother  pleads  ftrongly  for  Sil- 
**  viusj  and  ufes  thefe  arguments:  That  he 
"  not  only  has  the  larger  eftate  at  prelent,  but 
**  by  his  gopd  hufbandry  and  management  in- 
^^  creafes  it  daily :  that  bis  little  knowledge  in 
'•  other  affairs  will  make  him  eafy  and  tra6la- 
'^  ble ;  whereas,  according  to  her,  men  of  let- 
*^  ters  know  too  much  to  make  good  hufbands. 
*'  To  part  of  this,  I  imagine,  I  anfwer  eifec- 
'^  tually,  by  faying,  Philandkr's  eftate  is 
*^  large  enough  j   that  they  who  think  two 

F  4  ''  thou- 
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*'  thoufand  pounds  a  year  fufficient,  make  no 
**  difference  between  that  and  three.     I  eafily 
"  believe  him  lefs  converfant  in  thofe  affairs, 
"  the  knowledge  of  which  flie  fo  much  com- 
"  mends  in  Silvius  ;  but  I  think  them  neither 
"  fo  neceffary,  or  becoming  a  gentleman,  as 
**  the  accomplifhments  of  Philander.     It  is 
"  no  great  charader  of  a  man  to  fay,  He  rides 
"  in  his  coach  and  fix,  and  underflands  as 
"  much  as  he  who  follows  the  plough.     Add 
*^  to  this,  that  the  converfation  of  thcfe  fort  of 
*«  men  feems  fo  difagreeable  to  me,  that  though 
*'  they  make  good  bailiffs,  I    can  hardly  be 
*'  perfuaded   they  can  be  good  companions. 
"  It  is  poffible  I  may  feem  to  have  odd  no- 
**  tions,  when  I  fay,  I  am  not  fond  of  a  man 
"  only  for  being  of,  what  is  called,  a  thriving 
*'  temper.     To   conclude,    I  own  I  am  at  a 
"  lofs  to  conceive,    how   good   fenfe   fhould 
"  make  a  man  an  ill  hufband,  or  converfmg 
**  with  books  lefs  complaifant. 

The  refolution  which  this  jady  is  going  to 
take,  flie  may  very  well  fay,  is  founded  on  rea- 
fon  :  for,  after  the  neceffities  of  life  are  lerved, 
there  is  no  manner  of  competition  between  a 
man  of  a  liberal  education  and  an  illiterate. 
Men  are  not  altered  by  their  circumftances, 
but  as  they  give  them  opportunities  of  exerting 
what  they  are  in  themfelves ;  and  a  powerful 
clown  is  a  tyrant  in  the  moft  ugly  form  he  can 

poiTibly 
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pofiibly  appear.  There  lies  a  feeming  objec- 
tion in  the  thoughtful  manner  of  Philander  : 
but  let  her  confider,  which  fhe  fhall  oftner 
have  occafion  to  wi(h,  that  Philander  would 
fpeak,  or  Silvius  hold  his  tongue. 

The  train  of  my  difcourfe  is  prevented  by 
the  urgent  hafte  of  another  correfpondent. 

*'  Mr.  Bickerstaff:  juiy  14- 


"  THIS  comes  to  you  from  one  of  thofe 
*'  virgins  of  twenty-five  years  old  and  upwards', 
•*  that  you,  like  a  patron  of  the  diftreffed,  pro- 
"  mifed  to  provide  for;  who  makes  it  her 
*^  humble  requeft,  that  no  occafionaljlories^  or 
**  fubjefts  may,  as  they  have  for  three  or  four 
**  of  your  laft  days,  prevent  your  publiihing 
"  the  fcheme  you  have  communicated  to 
"  Amanda -f-;  for  every  day  and  hour  is  of 
"  the  greateft  confequence  to  damfels  of  fo 
"  advanced  an  age.  Be  quick  then,  if  you  in- 
^*  tend  to  do  any  fervice  for  your  admirer, 

"  Diana  Forecast." 

In  this  important  afi'air,  I  have  not  negleiSled 
the  propofals  of  others^  Among  them  is  the 
following  fketch  of  a  lottery  for  perfons.  The 
author  of  it  has  propofed  very  ample  encou- 
ragement, not  only  to  myfelf,  but  alfo  to 
Charles  Lillie  J  and  John  Morphew  j|.    If 

♦  N**  198.  t  N**  195,  t  N**  no,  and  Note, 

il  N°  162,  and  NoU* 

the 
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the  matter  bears,  I  fhall  not  be  unjuft  to  his 
merit :  I  only  defire  to  enlarge  his  plan ;  for 
which  purpofe  I  lay  it  before  the  town,  as  well 
for  the  improvement  as  the  encouragement 
of  it. 

The  amicable  contribution  for  raifing  the  for- 
tunes of  ten  young  Ladies. 

<*  Imprimis,  It  is  propofed  to  raife  one  hun- 
"  dred  thoufand  crowns  by  way  of  Lots^  which 
**  will  advance  for  each  lady  two  thoufand  five 
**  hundred  pounds  j  which  fum,  together  with 
**  one  of  the  ladies,  the  gentleman  that  fliall 
**  be  fo  happy  as  to  draw  a  prize,  provided  they 
«•  both  like,  will  be  entitled  to,  under  reflric- 
**  tions  hereafter  mentioned.  And  in  cafe 
*«  they  do  not  like,  then  either  party  that  re- 
**  fufes  fhall  be  entitled  to  one  thoufand  pounds 
•*  only,  and  the  remainder  to  him  or  her  that 
*'  fliall  be  willing  to  marry,  the  man  being 
*'  firft  to  declare  his  mind.  But  it  is  provided, 
"  that  if  both  parties  fliall  confent  to  have  one 
**  another,  the  gentleman  fliall,  before  he  re- 
"  ceives  the  money  thus  raifed,  fettle  one  thou- 
"  fand  pounds  of  the  fame  in  fubftantial 
"  hands  (who  fliall  be  as  trufl:ees  for  the  faid 
"  ladies  \  and  fliall  have  the  whole  and  fole  dif- 
"  pofal  of  it  for  her  ufe  only. 

**  Note  5  each  party  fhall  have  three  months 
"  time  to  confider,  after  an  interview  had, 

•*  which 
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*'  which  fhall  be  within  ten  days  after  the  Lots 
*'  are  drawn. 

**  Note  alfo,  the  name  and  place  of  abode 
**  of  the  Prize  fhall  be  placed  on  a  proper 
"  ticket. 

"  Itemy  they  (hall  be  Ladies  that  have  had  a 
**  liberal  education, between  fifteen  and  twenty- 
«'  three ^  all  genteel,  witty,  and  of  unblame-- 
**  able  characters. 

*^  The  money  to  be  raifed  fliall  be  kept  in 
*'  an  iron  box  ;  and  when  there  fhall  be  two 
"  thoufand  fubfcriptions,  which  amounts  to 
**  five  hundred  pounds,  it  fliall  be  taken  out 

and  put  into  a  Goldfmith's  hand,  and  the 
^*  Note  vmAt  payable  to  the  proper  lady,  or 
*'  her  affigns,  with  a  claufe  therein  to  hinder 
"  her  from  receiving  it,  until  the  fortunate 
'*  perfon  that  draws  her  fliall  firft  fign  the 
**  Note^  and  fo  on  until  the  whole  fum  is  fub- 
**  fcribed  for  :  and  as  foon  as  one  hundred 
**  thoufand  fubfcriptions  are  completed,  and 
**  two  hundred  crowns  more  to  pay  the  charges, 
"  the  lottery  fhall  be  drawn  at  a  proper  place, 
'*  to  be  appointed  a  fortnight  before  the 
*'  drawing. 

"  Note,  Mr.  Bickfrstaff  objefts  to  the 
^^  marriageable  years  here  mentioned ;  and  is 
*'  of  opinion,  they  fhould  not  commence  until 
**  after  twenty-three.  But  he  appeals  to  the 
"  learned,  both  of  Warwick-lane  and  Bifhopf- 
*'  gate-ftreet  *,  on  this  fubjedt." 

*  The  College  of  Phyficians  met  at  Warwick -lane,  and 
|he  Royal  Society  at  Greiham-coliege,  in  Bifhopfgate-ftreet. 
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N*  201.     Saturday,  July  22,  1710. 
STEELE. 

White's  Chocolate-houfe,  July  21. 

IT  has  been  often  aflerted  in  thefe  Papers, 
that  the  great  fource  of  our  wrong  purfuits 
is  the  impertinent  manner,  with  which  we  treat 
women  both  in  the  common  and  important 
circumftances  of  life.  In  vain  do  we  fay,  the 
whole  fex  would  run  into  England,  while  the 
privileges,  which  are  allowed  them,  do  no  way 
balance  the  inconveniencies  arifingfrom  thofe 
very  immunities.  Our  women  have  very  much 
indulged  to  them  in  the  participation  of  our 
fortunes  and  our  liberty  ;  but  the  errors  they 
commit  in  the  ufe  of  either  are  by  no  means 
fo  impartially  confidered,  as  the  falfe  fteps 
which  are  made  by  men.  In  the  commerce  of 
Lovers,  the  Man  makes  the  addrefs,  aflailsj  and 
betrays ;  and  yet  (lands  in  the  fame  degree  of 
acceptance,  as  he  was  in  before  he  committed 
that  treachery.  The  Womany  for  no  other 
crime  but  believing  one  whom  fhe  thought 
loved  her,  is  treated  with  fhynefs  and  indiffe- 
rence at  the  beft,  and  commonly  with  reproach 
and  fcorn.  He  that  is  paft  the  power  of  beauty 
niay  talk  of  this  matter  with  the  fame  uncon- 
cern, as  of  any  other  fubjcft :  therefore  1  fhall 

take 
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take  upon  me  to  confider  the  fex,  as  they  live 
within  rules,  and  as  they  tranfgrefs  them.  The 
ordinary  clafs  of  the  good  or  the  ill  have  very- 
little  influence  upon  the  aftions  of  others  ;  but 
the  eminent,  in  either  kind,  are  thofe  who  lead 
the  world  below.  The  ill  are  employed  in 
communicating  fcandal,  infamy,  and  difeafe, 
like  Furies;  the  good  diftribute  benevolence, 
friendfhip,  and  health,  like  Angels.  The  ill 
are  damped  with  pain  and  anguifh  at  the  fight 
of  all  that  is  laudable,  lovely,  or  happy.  The 
virtuous  are  touched  with  commiferation  to- 
wards the  guilty,  the  difagreeable,  and  the 
wretched.  There  are  thofe  who  betray  the 
innocent  of  their  own  fex,  and  folicit  the  lewd 
of  ours.  There  are  thofe  who  have  abandoned 
the  very  memory,  not  only  of  innocence,  but 
fhame.  There  are  thofe  who  never  forgave, 
nor  could  ever  bear  being  forgiven.  There 
are  thofe  alfo  who  vifit  the  beds  of  the  fick, 
lull  the  cares  of  the  forrowful,  and  double  the 
joys  of  the  joyful.  Such  is  the  dejlroying fiend ^ 
fuch  the  Guardian  Angel,  woman. 

The  way  to  have  a  greater  number  of  the 
amiable  part  of  womankind,  and  leffen  the 
crowd  of  the  other  fort,  is  to  contribute  what 
we  can  to  the  fuccefs  of  well-grounded  paf- 
fions ;  and  therefore  I  comply  with  the  requeft 
of  an  enamoured  Man^  in  inferting  the  follow- 
ing billet : 

''  Madam, 
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**  Madam, 
•*  Mr.  Bickerstaff,  you  always  read, 
**  though  me  you  never  will  hear.  I  am 
*'  obliged  therefore  to  his  compaflion  for  the 
"  opportunity  of  imploring  yours — I  figh  for 
**  the  moft  accomplifh'd  of  her  fex.  That  is 
**  fo  juft  a  diftinftion  of  her,  to  whom  I  write, 
•*  that  the  owning  I  think  fo  is  no  diftinftion 
**  of  me,  who  write.  Your  good  qualities  are 
•*  peculiar  to  you;  my  admiration  is  common 
"  with  thoufands.  1  fhall  be  prefent  when 
"  you  read  this ;  but  fear  every  woman  will 
"  take  it  for  her  charafter,  fooner  than  flie 
"  who  deferves  it." 

If  the  next  letter,  which  prefents  itfelf,  fhould 
come  from  the  miftrefs  of  this  modeft  lover, 
and  I  make  them  break  through  the  oppreffion 
of  their  paffions,  I  fhall  exped  gloves  at  their 
nuptials. 

"  Mr.  Bickerstaff, 

*'  YOU,  thaf  are  a  philofopher,  know  very 
*'  well  the  make  of  the  mind  of  women,  and 
•'  can  bed  inftru6l  me  in  the  conduft  of  an 
*'  affair  which  highly  concerns  me.  1  never 
"  can  admit  my  Lover  to  fpeak  to  me  of  love  ; 
«'  yet  1  think  him  impertinent  when  he  offers 
**  to  talk  of  any  thing  elfe.  What  fhall  1  do 
**  with  a  man  that  always  believes  me  ?  It  is 
•*  a  ftrange  thing,  this  diftance  in  men  of 
•'  fenfe  1  Whv  do  not  they  always  urge  their 

"  fate? 
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"  fate  ?  If  we  are  fincere  in  our  feverity,  you 
*'  lofe  nothing  by  attempting.  If  we  are  hy- 
*'  pocrites,  you  certainly  fucceed/* 

From  my  own  Apartment,  July  2r. 

Before  I  withdraw  from  bufinefs  for  the 
night,  it  is  my  cuftom  to  receive  all  addrefles 
to  me,  that  others  may  go  to  reft  as  well  as 
myfelf,  at  leaft  as  far  as  I  can  contribute  to  it. 
When  I  called  to  know  if  any  would  fpeak 
with  me,  I  was  informed  that  Mr.  Mills*,  the 
player,  defired  to  be  admitted.  He  was  fo  ; 
and  with  much  modefty  acquainted  me,  as  he 
did  other  people  of  note,  **  that  Hamlet  was 
**  to  be  ailed  on  Wednefday  next  for  his  be- 
*'  nefit."  I  had  long  wanted  to  fpeak  with 
this  perfon ;  becaufe  I  thought  I  could  admo- 
nifii  him  of  many  things,  which  would  tend  to 
his  improvement.  In  the  general  I  obferved 
to  him,  that  though  aflion  was  his  bufinefs, 
the  way  to  that  adtion  was  not  to  ftudy  gef- 
ture;  for  the  behaviour  would  follow  the 
fentiments  of  the  mind. 

A6lion  to  the  Player  is  what  fpeech  is  to  an 
Orator.  If  the  matter  be  well  conceived,  words 
will  flow  with  eafe:  and  if  the  Adtor  is  well 

*  There  were  two  players  of  this  name:  the  elder,  the 
perfon  here  fpoken  of,  was  an  honeft,  quiet,  careful  man, 
of  as  few  faults  as  excellencies,  who  was  advanced  to  a 
larger  falary  than  ufual  at  that  time,  by  the  friendfhip  of 
WiLKs.  *'  Life  of  C.  CiBBER,"  Vol.  1,  p.  190.  edit. 
1756. 

poflefTed 
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pofTeffed  of  the  nature  of  his  part,  a  proper 
Adion  will  neceffarily  follow.  He  informed 
me,  that  Wilks  *  was  to  aft  Hamlet  :  I  de- 
fired  him  to  requeft  of  him  in  my  name,  that 
he  would  wholly  forget  Mr.  Betterton  ;  for. 
that  he  failed  in  no  part  of  Othello,  but 
where  he  had  him  in  view.  An  Ador's  form- 
ing himfelf  by  the  carriage  of  another  is  like 
the  trick  among  the  widows,  who  lament  their 
hufbands  as  their  neighbours  did  theirs,  and 
not  according  to  their  own  fentiments  of  the 
deceafed. 

There  is  a  fault  alfo  in  the  audience,  which 
interrupts  their  fatisfaftion  very  much^  that 
is,  the  figuring  to  themfelves  the  Actor  in  fome 
part  wherein  they  formerly  particularly  liked 
him,  and  not  attending  to  the  part  he  is  at  that 
time  performing.  Thus,  whatever  Wilks, 
who  is  the  ftrifteft  follower  of  nature,  is  aft- 
ing,  the  vulgar  fpectators  turn  their  thoughts 
upon  Sir  Harry  Wildair. 

When  I  had  indulged  the  loquacity  of  an 
old  man  for  fome  time,  in  fuch  loofe  hints,  I 
took  my  leave  of  Mr.  Mills  ;  and  was  told 
Mr.  Elliot  of  St.  James's  Coffee-houfe  would 
fpeak  with  me.  His  bufinefs  was  to  defire  I 
would,  as  I  am  an  AJlrolcgeVy  let  him  know 
beforehand,  who  were  to  have  the  benefit 
tickets  in  the  enfuing  lottery  \  which  know- 
ledge, he  was  of  opinion,  he  could  turn  to 
great  account,  as  he  was  concerned  in  news. 

•  See  N°  14,  N"  19,  N«  68,  and  Nota. 

I  granted 
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I  granted  his  requefl-,  upon  an  oath  of  fe- 
ci'ecy,  that  he  would  only  make  his  own  ufe  of 
it,  and  not  let  it  bepublickly  known  until  after 
they  were  drawn.  I  had  not  done  fpeaking, 
when  he  produced  to  me  a  plan  which  he  had 
formed  of  keeping  books,  with  the  names  of  all 
fuch  adventurers,  and  the  numbers  of  their 
tickets,  as  fhould  come  to  him  ;  in  order  to 
give  an  hourly  account  of  what  tickets  fhali 
come  up  during  the  whole  time  of  the  Lottery^ 
the  drawing  of  which  is  to  begin  on  Wednef- 
day  next.  1  liked  his  method  of  difguifing  the 
fecret  1  had  told  him ;  and  pronounced  him  a 
thriving  man,  who  could  fo  well  w^atch  the 
motion  of  things,  and  profit  by  a  prevailing 
humour  and  impatience  fo  aptly,  as  to  make 
his  honeft  induftry  agreeable  to  his  cuftomers, 
as  it  is  to  be  the  meffenger  of  their  good 
fortune  *. 

Advertisement. 

Frorrt  the  Trumpet  in  Sheer- Lane,  July  20. 

*^  Ordered,  that  for  the  improvement  of  the 
"^^  pleafures  ofibciety,  a  member  of  this  houfe, 
**  one  of  the  moft  wakeful  of  the  foporific  af- 
'*  fembly  beyond  Smithfield-bars,  and  one  of 
*'  the  order  of  ftory-tellers  in  Holborn,  may 
**  meet  and  exchange  ftale  matter,  and  report 
**  the  fame  to  their  principals. 

'*  N.  B.  No  man  is  to  tell  above  one  ftory 
*^  in  the  fame  evening  j  but  has  liberty  to  teU 
**  the  fame  the  night  following. 

•  See  N"*  202.  ad  finem^  p.  88. 

Vol.  IV.  G  '  *«  Mr. 
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*^  Mr.  BicKERSTAFF  defires  his  Love-corre- 
fpondents  to  vary  the  names  they  fhall  af- 
fume  in  their  future  letters ;  for  that  he  is 
overftocked  with  Phila?idcrs,'' 


N*  202,         Tuefday,  July  25,  1710. 
STEELE. 


Eft  hie. 


Eft  UluhriSy  animus  fi.  te  non  deficit  aquus, 

HoR.  Ep.  xi.  ver.  ulc. 

True  happinefs  is  to  no  fpot  confin'dj 
If  you  preferve  a  firm  and  equal  mind, 
'Tis  here,  'tis  there,  and  every  where.. 

From  my  own  Apartment,  July  24.. 

THIS  afternoon  I  went  to  vifit  a  gentle- 
man of  my  acquaintance  at  Mile-End^ 
and  paffing  through  Stepney  church-yard,  I 
could  not  forbear  entertaining  myfelf  with  the 
infcriptions  on  the  tombs  and  graves.  Among 
others,  I  obferved  one  with  this  notable  me- 
morial : 

'  Here  lies  the  body  of  T.  B.' 

»  *  This  day  is  publifhed,  A  General  Title,  Dedica- 
'tion,  and  Index,  to  the  firft  volume  of  the  Tatlers  in 
folio,  Soldby  J.  MoKPHEW,  near  Stationers-hall.  Price  3d. 

^  This 
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This  fantaftlcal  defire,  of  being  remembered 
only  by  the  two  firft  letters  of  a  name,  led  me 
into  the  contemplation  of  the  vanity  and  im- 
perfeft  attainments  of  ambition  in  general. 
When  I  run  back  in  my  imagination  all  the 
men  whom  I  have  ever  known  and  converfed 
with,  in  my  whole  life,  there  are  but  very  few 
who  have  not  ufed  their  faculties  in  the  purfuit 
of  what  it  is  impoflible  to  acquire ;  or  left  the 
poffeffion  of  what  they  might  have  been,  at 
their  fetting  out,  mafters  Qf\  to  fearch  for  it 
where  it  was  out  of  their  reach.  In  this  thought 
it  was  not  poffible  to  forget  the  inflance  of 
Pyrrhus*,  who  propofing  to  himfelf  in  dif- 
courfe  with  a  philofopher,  one,  and  another, 
and  another  conqueft,  was  aflced,  what  he 
would  do  after  all  that?  "  Then,"  fays  the 
king,  ''  we  will  make  merry/'  He  was  well 
anfwered,  What  hinders  your  doing  that  in 
*'  the  condition  you  are  already  ?"  The  reft- 
lefs  defire  of  exerting  to  themfelves  above  the 
common  level  of  mankind  is  not  to  be  refilled 
in  fome  tempers ;  and  minds  of  this  make  may 
be  obferved  in  every  condition  of  life.  Where 
fuch  men  do  not  make  themfelves,  or  meet 
with  employment,  the  foil  of  their  conftitution 
runs  into  tares  and  weeds.  K\\  old  friend  of 
mine,  who  loft  a  major's  poft  forty  years  ago, 
and  quitted,  has  ever  fince  ftudied  maps,  en- 


*  Plutarch  in  his    "  Life  of  Byrrhus,''  Vol,  IIT, 
p.  330,  &c.  Edit,  8vo.  1 771. 
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campments, retreats,  andcountermarGhes;  with 
no  other  defign  but  to  feed  his  Ipleen  and  ill- 
humour,  and  furnilh  himfelf  with  matter  for 
arguing  againft  all  the  Ibccefsful  actions  of 
others.  He  that,  at  his  firft  fetting  out  in  the 
world,  was  the  gayeft  man  in  our  regiment ; 
ventured  his  life  with  alacrity,  and  enjoyed  it 
with  latisfa6lion  ;  encouraged  men  below  him, 
and  was  courted  by  men  above  him,  has  been 
ever  fince  the  molt  froward  creature  breathing. 
His  warm  complexion  ipends  itfelf  now  only 
in  a  general  fpirit  of  contradiction  ;  for  which 
he  watches  all  occafions,  and  is  in  his  conver- 
fation  itill  upoji  ccntry\  treats  all  men  tike  ene- 
mies, with  every  other  impertinence  of  a  fpe- 
culative  warrior. 

He,  that  obferves  in  himfelf  this  natural  in- 
quietude, fliould  take  all  imaginable  care  to 
put  his  mind  in  fome  method  of  gratification  ; 
or  he  will  foon  find  himfelf  grow  into  the  con- 
dition of  this  difappointed  major.     Inftead  of 
courting  proper  occafions  to  rife  above  others, 
he  will  be  ever  ftudious  of  pulling  others  down 
to  him  :  it  being  the  common  refuge  of  difap- 
pointed  Ambition^   to  eafe  themfelves  by  de- 
tradion.     It   would    be   no  great    argument 
againft  Ambition^   that  there  are  fuch  mortal 
things  in  the  difappointment  of  it ;  but  it  cer- 
tainly is  a  forcible  exception,  that  there  can 
be  no  folid  happinefs  in  the  fuccefs  of  it.     If 
we  value  popular  praife,  it  is  in  the  power  of 
the  meaneft  of  the  people  to  difturb  us  by  ca- 
lumny. 
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lumny.  If  the  fame  of  being  happy,  we  can- 
not look  into  a  village,  but  we  fee  crouds  in 
aflual  polTeflion  of  what  we  feek  only  the  ap- 
pearance. To  this  may  be  added,  that  there 
is  I  know  not  what  maglignity  in  the  minds  of 
ordinary  men,  to  oppofe  you  in  what  they  fee 
you  fond  of;  and  it  is  a  certain  exception 
againft  a  man's  receiving  applaufe,  that  he  vi- 
fibly  courts  it.  However,  this  is  not  only  the 
paflion  of  great  and  undertaking  fpirits ;  but 
you  fee  it  in  the  lives  of  fuch  as,  one  would 
believe,  were  far  enough  removed  from  the 
ways  oi  Ambition,  The  rural  efquires  of  this 
nation  even  eat  and  drink  out  of  vanity.  A 
vain-glorious  fox-hunter  fhall  entertain  half  a 
county,  for  the  oftentation  of  his  beef  and 
beer,  without  the  lead  affedtion  for  any  of  the 
croud  about  him.  He  feeds  them,  becaufe  he 
thinks  it  a  fuperiority  over  them  that  he  does 
fo ;  and  they  devour  him,  becaufe  they  know 
he  treats  them  out  of  infolence.  This  indeed 
is  Ambition  in  grotefque;  but  may  figure  to  us 
the  condition  of  politer  men,  whole  only  pur- 
fuit  is  Glory,  When  the  fuperior  a^fts  out  of  a 
principle  of  vanity,  the  dependant  Vvill  be  fure 
to  allow  it  him  ;  becaufe  he  knows  it  deftruc* 
tive  of  the  very  applaufe  v^hich  is  courted  by 
the  man  v^ho  favours  him,  and  confequently 
makes  him  nearer  himfelf. 

But  as  every  man  living  has  more  or  lefs  of 
this  incentive,  which  makes  men  impatient  of 
ga  inactive  condition,  and  urges  men  to  at- 

G  3  tempi. 
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4cmpt  what  may  tend  to  their  reputation;  it 
is  abfolutely  neceflfary  they  (liould  form  to 
themfelves  an  Ambition,  which  is  in  every 
man's  power  to  gratify.  This  Ambition  would 
be  independent,  aind  would  confift  only  in  act- 
ing what,  to  a  man's  own  mind,  appears  moft 
great  and  laudable.  It  is  a  purfuit  in  the  power 
of  every  man,  and  is  only  a  regular  profecution 
of  what  he  himfelf  approves.  It  is  what  can 
be  interrupted  by  no  outward  accidents  5  for 
no  man  can  be  robbed  of  his  good  intention. 
One  of  our  fociety  of  the  Trumpet  *  therefore 
ftarted  laft  night  a  notion,  which  I  thought 
had  reafon  in  it.  '*  It  is,  methinks,"  faid  he, 
*'  an  unreafonable  thing,  that  heroic  virtue 
**  fhould,  as  it  feems  to  be  at  prefent,  be  con- 
*'  fined  to  a  certain  order  of  men,  and  be  at- 
"  tainable  by  none  but  thofe  whom  fortune 
*'  has  elevated  to  the  moft  confpicuous  fta- 
"  tions.  1  would  have  eveiy  thing  to  be  ef- 
**  teemed  as  heroic,  which  is  great  and  un- 
*'  common  in  the  circumftances  of  the  man 
*'  who  performs  it."  Thus  there  would  be  no 
virtue  in  human  life,  which  every  one  of  the 
fpecies  would  not  have  a  pretence  to  arrive 
at,  and  an  ardency  to  exert.  Since  fortune  is 
not  in  our  power,  let  us  be  as  little  as  pofli- 
ble  in  hers.  Why  fhould  it  be  ncceiTary  that 
a  man  fliould  be  rich,  to  be  generous  ^  If  we 
meafured  by  the  quality  and  not  the  quantity 

•  A  Public-houfe  in  Sheer-Jane. 
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of  things,  the  particulars  which  accompany  an 
a6lion  is  what  fliould  denominate  it  mean  or 
great.  The  higheft  ftation  of  human  life  is  to 
be  attained  by  each  man  that  pretends  to  it : 
for  every  man  can  be  as  valiant,  as  generous, 
as  wife,  and  as  merciful,  as  the  faculties  and 
opportunities  which  he  has  from  heaven  and 
fortune  will  permit.  He  that  can  fay  to  him- 
felf,  *'  I  do  as  much  good,  and  am  as  virtuous 
'*  as  my  moft  earneft  endeavours  will  allow 
*'  me,"  whatever  is  his  ftation  in  the  world,  is 
to  himfelf  pofTefled  of  the  higheft  honour.  If 
Ambition  is  not  thus  turned ;  it  is  no  other 
than  a  continual  fucceffion  of  anxiety  and  vex- 
ation. But  when  it  has  this  caft,  it  invigorates 
the  mind ;  and  the  confcioufnefs  of  its  own 
worth  is  a  reward,  which  is  not  in  the  power 
of  envy,  reproach,  or  detraftion,  to  take  from 
it.  Thus  the  feat  of  folid  honour  is  in  a  man's 
own  bofom  ;  and  no  one  can  want  fupport  who 
is  in  pofleffion  of  an  honeft  confcience,  but  he 
who  would  fufFer  the  reproaches  of  it  for  other 
greatnefs. 

P.  S.  I  was  going  on  in  my  philofophy, 
when  notice  was  brought  me,  that  there  was  a 
great  croud  in  my  antichamber,  who  expefl:ed 
audience.  When  they  were  admitted,  1  found 
they  all  met  at  my  lodgings,  each  coming  upon 
the  fame  errand,  to  know  whether  they  were  of 
the  fortunate  in  x\\q  Lottery,  vj\\\c\\  is  now  ready 
to  be  drawn.  I  vx^as  much  at  a  lofs  how  to  ex- 
tricate myfelf  from  their  importunity  ^  but  ob- 
G  4  ferving 
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ferving  the  aflembly  made  up  of  both  fexes,  I 
fignificd  ta  them,  that  in  this  cafe  it  wpuld  apr 
pear  Fortune  h  not  blind,  for  all  the  lots  would 
fall  upon  the  wifeft  and  the  faireft.  This  gave 
fo  general  a  fatisfaftion,  that  the  room  was 
foon  emptied,  and  the  company  retired  with 
the  beft  air,  and  the  mod  pleafing  grace,  I  had 
any  where  obferved.  Mr.  Elliot  of  St.  James's 
CofFee-houfe  now  ftood  alone  before  me,  and 
fignified  to  me,  he  had  now  not  only  prepared 
his  books,  but  had  received  a  very  great  fub- 
fcription  already.  His  defign  was  to  advertife 
his  fubfcribers  at  their  refpedive  places  of 
abode,  within  an  hour  after  their  number  is 
drawn,  whether  it  was  a  blank  or  benefit,  if 
the  adventurer  lives  within  the  bills  of  morta- 
lity ;  if  he  dwells  in  the  country,  by  the  next 
pofl:.  I  encouraged  the  man  in  his  induftry, 
and  told  him  the  ready  path  to  good  fortune 
was  to  believe  there  was  no  fach  thing  ^. 


N*"  203.        Thurfday,  July  27,  1710. 
STEELE. 

t//  tufortunarn,fic  n^s  te,  Celjp^  feremus, 

HoR.  1  Ep.  viii.  ver.  ulr. 
As  Celsus  bears  this  change  of  fortune, 
So  will  his  friends  bear  him. R.  Wynne 

From  my  own  Apartment,  July  26. 
T  is  natural  for  the  imaginations  of  men, who 
lead  their  lives  in  too  folitary  a  manner,  to. 
*  See  N*  2j:.  p.  815  and  p.  93. 
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prey  upon  themfelves,  and  form  from  their  owa 
conceptions,  beings  and  things  which  have  no 
place  in  nature.     This  often  makes  an  adept 
as  much  at  a  lofs,  when  he  comes  into  the 
world,  as  a  mere  favage.     To  avoid  therefore 
that  inaptitude  for  fociety,  which  is  frequently 
the  fault  of  us  fcholars,  and  has  to  men  of  un- 
derftanding    and    breeding,    fomething  much 
more  (hocking  and  untra6iable  than  rufticity 
itfelf  5  I  take  care  to  vifit  all  public  folemni- 
ties,  and  go  into  alTemblies  as  often  as  my  ftu- 
dies  will  permit.     This  being  therefore  the  firft 
day  of  the  drawing  of  the  Lottery^  I  did  not 
neglect  fpending    a  confiderable   time  in  the 
croud  :  but  as  much  a  Philofopher  as  I  pretend 
to  be,  I  could  not  but  look  with  a  fort  of  vene* 
ration  upon  the  two  boys  who  received  the 
tickets  from  the  wheels,  as  the  impartial  and 
equal  difpenfers  of  the  fortunes  vvhich  were  to 
be  diftributed  among  the  croud,  who  alj  ftpod 
expeding  the  fame  chance.     It  feems  at  firft 
thought  very  wonderful,  that  one  paffion  fhould 
fo  univerfally  have  the  pre-eminence  of  ano- 
ther in  the  poflefiion  of  mens  minds,  as  that  in 
this  cafe  all  in  general  have  a  fecret  hope  of 
the  great  ticket :  and  yet  fear  in  another  in- 
ftaujce,  a3  in  going  into  a  battle,  fhall  have  fo 
jittle  influence,  as  that,  though  each  man  be- 
lieves there  will  be  manv  thoufands  flain,  each 
is  confident  he  himfelf  mail  efcape.     This  cer- 
tainly proceeds  from  our  vanity;  for  every  man 
fees  abundance  in  himfelf  that  deferves  reward, 

and 


96  THETATLER.        No  203. 

and  nothing  which  (hould  meet  with  mortifi- 
cation. But  of  all  the  adventurers  that  filled 
the  hall,  there  was  one  who  ftood  by  me,  w^ho 
1  could  not  but  fancy  expe6led  the  thoufand 
pounds  per  minum,  as  a  mere  juftice  to  his  parts 
and  induftry.  He  had  his  pencil  and  table- 
book  ;  and  was  at  the  drawing  of  each  lot, 
counting  how  much  a  man  with  feven  tickets 
was  now  nearer  the  great  prize,  by  the  ftrik- 
ing  out  another,  and  another  competitor. 
This  man  was  of  the  mod  particular  conflitu- 
tion  1  had  ever  obferved  ;  his  paffions  were  fo 
adive,  that  he  worked  in  the  utmoft  ftretch  of 
hope  and  fear.  When  one  rival  fell  before 
him,  you  might  fee  a  fliort  gleam  of  triumph 
in  his  countenance;  v/hich  immediately  va- 
nifhed  at  the  approach  of  another.  What 
added  to  the  particularity  of  this  man  was,  that 
he  every  moment  caft  a  look  either  upon  the 
commifiioners,  or  the  wheels,  or  the  boys.  I 
gently  whifpered  him,  and  afked,  '*  when  he 
•*  thought  the  thoufand  pounds  would  come 
"  up  ?"  '"  Pugh,"  fays  he,  *'  who  knows  that  ?" 
And  then  looks  upon  a  little  lift  of  his  own 
tickets,  which  were  pretty  high  in  their  num- 
bers, and  faid  it  would  not  ccme  this  ten  days. 
This  fellow  will  have  a  good  chance,  though 
not  that  which  he  has  put  his  heart  on.  The 
man  is  mechanically  turned,  and  made  for  get- 
ting. 1  he  fimplicity  and  eagernefs  which  he 
is  in,  argues  an  attention  to  his  point ;  though 
what  he  is  labouring  at  does  not  in  the  leaft 

con- 
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contribute  to  it.  Were  it  not  for  fuch  honeft 
fellows  as  thefe,  the  men  who  govern  the  reft 
of  their  fpecies  would  have  no  tools  to  work 
with :  for  the  outward  fhow  of  the  world  is 
carried  on  with  fuch  as  cannot  find  out  that 
they  are  doing  nothing.  I  left  my  man  with 
great  reludance,  feeing  the  care  he  took  to  ob- 
fcrve  the  whoie  conduft  of  the  perfons  con- 
cerned, and  compute  the  inequality  of  the 
chances  with  his  own  hands  and  eyes.  "  Dear 
'*  Sir/'  faid  I,  "  they  muft  rife  early  that 
*'  cheat  you."  "  Aye,"  faid  he,  "  there  is  no- 
*'  thing  like  a  man's  minding  his  bufinefs  him- 
''  felf."  ''  It  is  very  true,"  faid  1 5  *'  the  maf- 
*'  ter's  eye  makes  the  horfe  fat." 

As  much  the  greater  number  are  to  go  with- 
out prizes,  it  is  but  very  expedient  to  turn  our 
le6lure,  to  the  forming  juft  fentiments  on  the 
fubjeft  of  fortune.  One  faid  this  morning, 
**  that  the  chief  lot,  he  was  confident,  would  fall 
^'  upon  fome  puppy;"  but  this  gentleman  is  one 
of  thofe  wrong  tempers,  who  approve  only  the 
unhappy,  and  have  a  natural  prejudice  to  the 
fortunate.  But  as  it  is  certain  that  there  is  a 
great  meannefs  in  being  attached  to  a  man 
purely  for  his  fortune ;  there  is  no  lefs  a  mean- 
nefs in  difliking  him  for  his  happinefs.  It  is 
the  fiime  perverfenefs  under  different  colours  ; 
and  both  thefe  refentments  arife  from  mere 
pride. 

True  greatnefs  of  mind  confifts  in  valuing 
men  apart  from  their  circumftances^  or  accord- 
ing 
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ing  to  their  behaviour  in  them.     Wealth  is  a 
diftindion  only  in  traffic;  but  it  muft  not  be 
allowed  as  a  recommendation  in  any  other  par- 
ticular, but  only  juft  as  it  is  applied.     It  was 
very  prettily  faid,  "  That  we  may  learn  the  little 
"  value  of  fortune  by  the  perfons  on  whom 
**  heaven  is  pleafed  to  beftow  it."      However, 
there  is  not  a  harder  part  in  human  life,  than 
becoming  wealth  and  greatnefs.      He  muft  be 
very  well  ftocked  with  merit,  who  is  not  v^ill- 
ing  to  draw  fome  fuperiority  over  his  friends 
from  his  fortune ;  for  it  is  not  every  man  that 
can  entertain  with  the  air  of  a  gueft,  and  do 
good  offices  with  the  mien  of  one  that  receives 
them. 

I  muft  confefs,  I  cannot  conceive  how  a  man 
can  place  himfelf  in  a  figure  wherein  he  can  fo 
much  enjoy  his  own  foul,  and  that  greateft  of 
pleafures,  the  juft  approbation  of  his  own  ac- 
tions, as  an  adventurer  on  this  occafion,  to  fit 
and  fee  the  lots  go  off  without  hope  or  fear ; 
pcrfeftly  unconcerned  as  to  himfelf,  but  taking 
part  in  the  good  fortune  of  others. 

I  will  believe  there  are  happy  tempers  in  be- 
ing to  whom  all  the  good  that  arrives  to  any 
of  their  fellow-creatures  gives  a  ple^fure. 
Thefe  live  in  a  courfe  of  lafting  and  fubftantial 
happinefs,  and  have  the  fatisfaflion  to  fee  all 
men  endeavour  to  gratify  them.  This  ftate 
of  mind  not  only  lets  a  man  into  certain  enjoy^- 
inents  but  relieves  him  from  as  certain  anxie- 
ties. If  you  will  not  rejoice  with  happy  men, 
ygp  ipuft  ;*epine  at  them.     Dick   Rfptilf 

ftllud^d 
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alluded  to  this  when  he  faid,  ''  he  would  hate 
**  no  man,  out  of  pure  idlenefs."  As  for  my 
own  part,  I  look  at  fortune  quite  in  another 
view  than  the  reft  of  the  world  ;  and,  by  my 
knowledge  in  futurity,  tremble  at  the  ap- 
proaching prize,  which  I  fee  coming  to  a  young 
lady  for  whom  I  have  much  tendernefs ;  and 
have  therefore  writ  to  her  the  following  letter, 
to  be  fent  by  Mr.  Elliot  *,  with  the  notice  of 
her  ticket. 

*'  Madam, 
"YOU  receive  at  the  inftant  this  comes 
"  to  your  hands,  an  account  of  your  having, 
"  what  you  only  wanted.  Fortune j  and  to 
'^  admonifh  you,  that  you  may  not  now 
*'  want  every  thing  elfe.  You  had  yefter- 
*'  day  wit,  virtue,  beauty;  but  you  never 
''  heard  of  them  until  to  day.  They  fay  For- 
'^  tune  is  blind;  but  you  will  find  (lie  has 
*'  opened  the  eyes  of  all  your  beholders.  I 
*'  befeech  you,  Madam,  make  ufe  of  the  ad- 
"  vantages  of  having  been  educated  without 
"  flattery.  If  you  can  ftill  be  Chloe,  Fortune 
*^  has  indeed  been  kind  to  you;  if  you  are  al- 
**  tered,  flie  has  it  not  in  her  power  to  give 
'*  you  an  equivalent." 

Grecian  Coffee-houfe,  July  26. 
Some  time  ago  a  virtuofo,    my  very  good 
friend,  fent  me  a  plan  of  a  covered  fummer- 
houfe ;  which  a  little  after  was  rallied  by  anp- 

*  See  N«  201,  p.  81,  and  N^  202,  p.  88. 

ther 
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ther  of  my  correfpondents.  I  cannot  therefore 
defer  giving  him  an  opportunity  of  making  his 
defence  to  the  learned,  in  his  own  words  ^. 

'*  To  Isaac  Bickerstaff,  Efquire. 

^  I    R>  July,   15,    lyiOi 

**  I  HAVE  been  this  fummer  upon  a  ram- 
ble, to  vifit  feveral  friends  and  relations  ; 
which  is  the  reafon  I  have  left  you,  and  our 
ingenious  unknown  friend  of  South  Wales, 
fo  long  in  your  error  concerning  the  grafs- 
plots  in  my  Green-novsE,  I  will  not  give 
you  the  particulars  of  my  gardener's  con- 
duft  in  the  management  of  my  covered 
garden  ;  but  content  myfelf  with  letting  you 
know,  that  my  little  fields  within  doors, 
though  by  their  novelty  they  appear  too  ex- 
travagant to  you  to  fubfift  even  in  a  regular 
imagination,  are  in  the  effeft  things  that  re- 
quire no  conjuration.  Your  correfpondent 
may  depend  upon  it,  that  under  a  faflied  roof, 
which  lets  in  the  fun  at  all  times,  and  the 
air  as  often  as  is  convenient,  he  may  have 
grafs-plots  in  the  greateft  perfection,  if  he 
will  b^  at  the  pains  to  water,  mow,  and  roll 
them.  Grafs  and  herbs  in  general,  the  lefs 
they  are  expofed  to  the  fun  and  winds,  the 
livelier  is  their  verdure.  They  require  only 
warmth  and  moifture  5  and  if  you  were  to 

»  See  N«  170,  and  N»  188. 
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'*  fee  my  plots,  your  eye  would  foon  confefs, 
*'  that  the  bowling-green  at  Mary  bone  *  wears 
*^  not  half  fo  bright  a  livery. 

"  The  motto,  with  which  the  gentleman 
*'  has  been  pleafed  to  furnifh  you,  is  fo  very 
*f  i.proper,  and  pieafes  me  fo  well,  that  I  defiga 
*'  to  have  it  fet  upon  the  front  of  my  Green- 
•*  HOUSE  in  letters  of  gold. 

*'  1  am,  Sir,  Sec/' 


N°  204.  Saturday,  July  29,  1710. 

STEELE. 


Gaudent  pranomine  moUes 

Auricula HoR.  2  Sat.  v.  32. 


He  with  rapture  hears 


A  title  tingling  in  his  tender  ears.  Francis. 

From  my  own  Apartment,  July  28. 

MANY  are  the  inconveniencies  which  hap- 
pen from  the  improper  manner  of  ad- 
drefs  in  common  fpeech,  between  perfons  of 
the  fame,  or  of  different  quality.  Among  thefc 
errors,  there  is  none  greater  than  that  of  the 
impertinent  ufe  of  Title,  and  a  paraphraftical 
way  of  faying,  Tou.  I  had  the  curiofity  the 
*  See  N^l8,  and  Note. 

Other 
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other  clay  to  follow  a  croud  of  people  near 
Billingrgate,  who  were  conducting  a  pafiionate 
woman  that  fold  fifh  to  a  magiftrate,  in  order 
to  explain  fome  words,  which  were  ill  taken  by 
one  of  her  own  quality  and  profeffion  in  the 
public  market.  When  fhe  came  to  make  her 
defence,  fhe  was  fo  very  full  of,  "  His  Wor- 
"  fliip,"  and  of,  "  If  it  (hould  pleafe  his  Ho- 
*'  nour,"  that  we  could,  for  fome  time,  hardly 
hear  any  other  apology  {he  made  for  herfelf^ 
than  that  of  atoning  for  the  ill  language  flie 
had  been  accufed  of  towards  her  neighbour, 
'  by  the  great  civilities  fhe  paid  to  her  judge* 
But  this  extravagance  in  her  fenfe  of  doing 
honour  was  no  more  to  be  wondered  at,  than 
that  her  ma72y  rings  on  each  JiJiger  were  worn 
as  inftances  of  finery  and  drefs.  The  vulgar 
may  thus  heap  and  huddle  terms  of  refpeft^ 
and  nothing  better  be  expe£led  from  them ; 
but  for  people  of  rank  to  repeat  appellatives 
infignificantly,  is  a  folly  not  to  be  endured, 
neither  with  regard  to  our  time,  or  our  under- 
ftanding.  It  is  belov^  the  dignity  of  fpeech  to 
extend  it  with  more  words  or  phrafes  than  arc 
neceflary  to  explain  ourfelves  with  elegance  : 
and  it  is,  methinks,  an  inflance  of  ignorance, 
if  not  of  fervitude,  to  be  redundant  in  fuch 
expreflions. 

I  waited  upon  a  man  of  quality  fome  morn- 
ings ago,  he  happened  to  be  drefiing  ;  and  his 
fhoe-maker  fitting  him,  told  him,  *'  that  if  his 
"  Lordfhip  would  pleafe  to  tread  har^,  or  that 

**  if 
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**  if  his  Lordfhip  would  ftamp  a  little,  his 
"  Lordjhip  would  find  his  Lordjhifs  (hoe  will 
"  fit  as  eafy  as  any  piece  of  work  his  LordJJnp 
''  jfhould  fee  in  England."  As  foon  as  my 
L^r^wasdreffed,  a  gentleman  approached  him 
with  a  very  good  air,  and  told  him,  "  he  had 
"  an  affair  which  had  long  depended  in  the 
**  lower  courts ;  which,  through  the  inadver- 
"  tency  of  his  anceftors  on  the  one  fide,  and 
'*  the  ill  arts  of  their  adverfaries  on  the  other, 
•*  could  not  poffibly  be  fettled  according  to 
"  the  rules  of  the  lower  courts ,  that,  therefore, 
"  he  defigned  to  bring  his  caufe  before  the 
"  Houfe  of  Lords  next  feffion,  where  he  fhould 
"  be  glad  if  his  Lordship  fhould  happen  to 
*'  be  prefent ;  for  he  doubted  not  but  his  caufe 
**  would  be  approved  by  all  men  of  juftice 
*'  and  honour."  In  this  place  the  word  Lord- 
ship was  gracefully  inferted  ;  becaufe  it  was 
applied  to  him  in  that  circumftance  wherein 
his  quality  was  the  occafion  of  the  difcourfe, 
and  wherein  it  was  moft  ufeful  to  the  one, 
and  moft  honourable  to  the  other. 

This  v/ay  is  fo  far  from  being  difrefpeflful 
to  the  honour  of  nobles,  that  it  is  an  expedient 
for  ufmg  them  with  greater  deference.  1  would 
not  put  Lordjlnp  to  a  man's  hat,  gloves,  wig, 
or  cane ;  but  to  defire  his  Lordjhip'^  favour, 
his  Lordjljifs  judgment,  or  his  Lordfiip's  pa- 
tronage, is  a  manner  of  fpeaking,  which  ex- 
prefles  an  alliance  between  his  quality  and  his 
merit.  It  is  this  knowledge  which  diftinguifhed 
the  difcourfe  of  the  fhoe-maker  from  that  of 

Vol.  IV.  H  the 
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the  gentleman.  The  higheft  point  of  goodr 
breeding,  if  any  one  can  hit  it,  is  to  fliew  ^ 
very  nice  regard  to  your  own  dignity,  and, 
with  that  in  your  heart,  exprefs  your  value  for 
the  man  above  you. 

But  the  filly  humour  to  the  contrary  has  {o 
much  prevailed,  that  the  flavifli  addition  of 
title  enervates  difcourfe,  and  renders  the  appli- 
cation ol  it  almoft  ridiculous.  We  writers  of 
Diurnals  are  nearer  in  our  Ilyle  to  that  of  com- 
mon talk  than  any  other  writers,  by  which 
means  we  ufe  words  of  refped  fometimes  very 
unfortunately.  7  he  Pojl-man^  who  is  one  of 
the  moft  celebrated  of  our  fraternity,  fell  into 
this  misfortune  yefterday  in  his  paragraph  from 
Berlin  of  the  twenty-fixth  of  July.  "  Count 
<*  Wartembourg,"  fays  he,  "  great  cham- 
*'  berlain,  and  chief  minifter  of  this  court,  who 
^'  on  Monday  laft  accompanied  the  king  of 
*'  Pruffia  to  Oranienburg,  was  taken  fo  very  ill, 
"  that  on  Wednefday  his  life  was  defpaired 
"  of;  and  we  had  a  report,  that  his  excellency 
"  was  dead/' 

I  humbly  prefume  that  it  flattens  the  narra- 
tion, to  fay  his  Excellency  in  a  cafe  which  is 
common  to  all  men  3  except  you  would  infer 
what  is  not  to  be  inferred,  to  wit,  that  the  au- 
thor defigned  to  fay,  ''  all  wherein  he  excelled 
*'  others  was  departed  from  him." 

Were  diftindions  ufed  according  to  the  rules 
of  reafon  and  fenfe,  thofe,  additions  to  mens 
names  would  be,  as  they  were  firfl  intended, 

fignificant 
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fignificant  of  their  worth,  and  not  their  per- 
fons ;  fo  that  in  fome  cafes  it  might  be  proper 
to  fay,  *'  The  man  is  dead ;  but  his  Excellency 
"'  will  never  die."  It  is,  methinks,  very  un- 
juft  to  laugh  at  a  Quaker,  becaufe  he  has  taken 
up  a  refolution  to  treat  you  with  a  word,  the 
moft  expredive  of  complaifance  that  can  be 
thought  of,  and  with  an  air  of  good-nature  and 
charity  calls  you  Friend.  I  fay,  it  is  very  un- 
jufl  to  rally  him  for  this  term  to  a  ftranger, 
w^hen  you  yourfelf,  in  all  your  phrafes  of  dif- 
tinftiouj  confound  phrafes  of  honour  into  no 
ufe  at  all. 

Tom  Courtly,  who  is  the  pink  of  courtefy, 
is  an  inftance  of  how  little  moment  an  undif- 
tinguifhing  application  of  founds  of  honour 
are  to  thofe  who  underftand  themfelves.  Tom 
never  fails  of  paying"  his  obeifance  to  every  man 
he  fees,  who  has  title  or  office  to  make  him 
confpicuous ;  but  his  deference  is  wholly  given 
to  outward  confiderations.  I  who  know  him, 
can  tell  him  within  half  an  acre,  how  much 
land  one  man  has  more  than  another  by  Tom's 
bow  to  him.  Title  is  all  he  knows  of  .honour, 
and  civility  of  friend (liip  :  for  this  reafon,  be- 
caufe he  cares  for  no  man  living,  he  is  religioufiy 
ftricl  in  performing,  what  he  calls,  his  refpefls 
to  you.  To  this  end  he  is  very  learned  in 
pedigree  ;  and  will  abate  fomething  in  the  cere- 
mony of  his  approaches  to  a  man,  if  he  is  in 
any  doubt  about  the  bearing  of  his  coat  of 
arms.     What  is  the  mod  pleafant  of  all  his 

II  2  charader 
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chara6ler  is,  that  he  acts  with  a  fort  of  inte- 
grity in  thefe  impertineneies ;  and  though  he 
would  not  do  any  folid  kindnefs,  he  is  wonder- 
fully juft  and  careful  not  to  wrong  his  quaUty. 
But  as  integrity  is  very  fcarce  in  the  world,  I 
cannot  forbear  having  rerpe6l  for  the  imperti- 
nent :  it  is  fome  virtue  to  be  bound  by  any 
thing.  Tom  and  I  are  u[X)n  very  good  terms, 
for  the  refpedt  he  has  for  the  houfe  of  Bicker- 
staff.  Though  one  cannot  but  laugh  at  his 
ferious  confideration  of  things  fo  little  eflential, 
one  muft  have  a  value  even  for  a  frivolous 
good  confcience. 

*^*  The  Subfcribcrs  to  the  volumes  in  8vo,  are  defined 
to  fend  to  Charles  Lillie,  or  John  Morphew,  any 
names  which  have  been  omitted,  or  improperly  inferted, 
X\iz  fecond  volume  being  a'moft  ready  for  publication. 

N.  B.  This  advertifement  is  printed  verbatim^  in  the 
feven  follov^^ing  Papers  of  the  Tatler  in  folio.  The  Vo- 
lumes were  delivered,  bound,  to  the  Subfcribers,  at  the  un- 
common price  o^  One  Guimea  each. 

*^*  "  The  inftrudtive  Library,'*  or  an  entertainment 
for  the  curious,  the  improvement  of  the  learned,  the  infor- 
mation of  the  ignorant,  the  fatisfndion  of  all  good  men, 
and  the  confufion  of  the  bad.  By  a  friend  lo  the  Author 
of  the  "  Tale  of  a  Tub.**  Dedicated  to  Isaac  Bicker- 
STAFF,  £/^.  Printed  for  the  Man  of  the  Moon.  Post- 
man, Odt.  7,  1 7 10.  Uidem,  May  22,  1 703.  An  Jdv. 
for  a  Manager  of  a  Decoy ^  40  miles  from  London,  with  the 
offer  of  as  good  wages  as  ufually  given,  or  a  third  Bird, 
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N°  205.        Tuefday,  Auguft  i,  1710. 
Mr.  F  U  L  L  E  R  and  S  T  E  E  li  E  *, 


Nrwiot,   ^y  icrocffiv  o<Toj  'mXiov  v)ix,k7V  'aa,y\o<; 

Hesiod.  Oper.  &  Dier.  ver.  20. 

Fools !  not  to  know  how  far  an  hunable  lot 
Exceeds  abundance  by  injuftice  got ; 
How  Health  and  Temperance  bkfs  the  ruflic  Twain, 
While  Luxury  destroys  her  pamper'd  train. 

R.  Wynne. 

From  my  own  Apartment,  July  31.. 

NATURE  has  implanted  in  ws  two  very 
ftrong  defires  ;  Hunger  for  the  preferva- 
tion  of  the  individuals;  2iV\ALufi,  for  thefupport 
of  the  fpecies  ^  or  to  fpeajk  more  intelligibly, 

*  The  writer  of  this  jPapcr  was  not  known  to  Steele^ 
St  the  time  of  itsfirft  publication  in  the  Tatler,  There 
is  now  the  undeniable  authority  of  Steele  himfelf  to  af- 
firm, that  the  real  author  was  Mr.  Fuller,  when  he  was 
only  a  boy  of  fixteen.  See  Theatre,  N°  26.  *' To  Mr, 
*'  Fuller,  when  a  hoy^  we  owe  with  feveral  other  excellent 
"  pieces,  The  Faingiorious  Glutton^  when  a  fecret  corref- 
"  pondent  of  the  Tatler."  An  attentive  reader  will  eafily 
difcover  paffagcs  in  this  paper,  that  indicate,  and  afper- 
tain  Steele's  alterations,  and  additions.  See  Steele's 
f^  Letters,"  Vol.  1.  Let.  216,  p.  121  ;  Let.  247,  p.  138, 
liP^'  ?73»  P'  i^I'  5i  Vols.  cr.  8vo.  1787, 
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the  former  to  continue  our  own  perfons,  and 
the  latter  to  introduce  others  into  the  world. 
According  as  men  behave  themfelves  with  re- 
gard to  thefe  appetites,  they  are  above  or  be- 
lovY  the  bcaSs  of  the  field,  which  are  incited 
by  them  Without  choice  or  refleflion.  But 
rc.afonahle.  cr,eatures  corred  thefe  incentives, 
and  improve  them  into  elegant  motives  of 
friendfhip  and  fociety.  It  is  chiefly  from  this 
homely  foundation,  that  we  are  under  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  feeking  for  the  agreeable  companio.n, 
and  the  honourable  miftrefs.  By  this  cultiva- 
tion of  art  and  reafon,  our  wants  are  made  plea- 
fures3  and  the  gratification  of  our  defires,  under 
proper  reftriftions,  a  work  no  way  below  our 
nobleft  faculties.  The  wifeft  man  may  main- 
tain his  chara6ter,  and  yet  confider  in  what 
manner  he  fliall  beft  entertain  his  friend,  or  di- 
vert his  miftrefs.  Nay,  it  is  fo  far  from  being 
a  derogation  to  him,  that  he  can  in  no  inftances 
iliew  fo  true  a  tafte  of  his  life,  or  his  fortune. 
What  concerns  one  of  the  above-  mentioned  ap- 
petites, as  it  is  elevated  into  love,  I  fliall  have 
abundant  occafion  to  difcourfe  of,  before  I 
have  provided  for  the  numberlefs  croud  of 
damfels  I  have  propofed  to  take  care  of.  The 
fubjeft  therefore  of  the  prefent  Paper  fliall  be 
that  part  of  fociety,  which  owes  its  beginning 
to  the  common  necefiity  of  Hunger.  When 
this  is  confidered  as  the  fupport  of  our  being, 
we  may  take  in  under  the  fame  head  Thirst 
alfo  \   other  wife,    when  we  are  purfuing  the 

Glutton, 
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Glutton,  the  Drunkard  may  make  his  efcape. 
The  true  choice  of  oar  diet,  and  our  compa- 
nions at  it,  feems  to  confift  in  that  which  con- 
tributes moft  to  chearfulnefs  and  refrefliment : 
and  thefe  certainly  are  beft  confulted  by  fim- 
plicity  in  the  food,  and  fincerity  in  the  com- 
pany.    By  this  rule  are,  in  the  firft  place,  ex- 
cluded from  pretence  to  happinefs  all  meals  of 
ftate  and  ceremony,  which  are  performed  in 
dumb-fhov/,  and  greedy  fullennefs.      At  the 
boards  of  the  Great ^  they  fay,  you  fhall  have  a 
number   attending  with   as  good    habits  and 
countenances  as  the  guefts,  which  only  ciixum- 
ftance  muft  deftroy  the  whole  pleafure  of  the 
repaft:  for  if  fuch  attendants  are  introduced 
for  the  dignity  of  their  appearance,    modeft 
minds  arefhocked  by  confidering  them  as  fpec- 
tators ;  or  elfe  look  upon  them  as  equals,    for 
whofe  fervitude  they  are  in  a  kind  of  fuffering. 
It  may  be  here  added,  that  the  fumptuous  fide- 
board,  to  an  ingenuous  eye,  has  often  more  the 
air  of  an  altar,  than  a  table.    The  next  abfurd 
way  of  enjoying,  ourfelves  at  meals  is,  where 
the  bottle  is  plied  without  being  called  for, 
where  humour  takes  place  of  appetite,  and  the 
good  company  are  too  dull,   or  too  merry,  to 
know  any  enjoymicnt  in  their  fenfes. 

Though  this  part  of  time  is  abfolutely  ne- 
ceffary  to  fuftain  life,  it  muft  be  alfo  con- 
ftdered,  that  life  itfelf  is  to  theendlefs  being  of 
man,  but  what  a  meal  is  to  this  life,  not  valua- 
ble for  itfelf,  but  for  the  purpofes  of  it.      If 

l\  4  there 
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there  be  any  truth  in  this,  the  expence  of  many 
hours  this  way  is  fomcvvhat  unaccountable  : 
and  placing  much  thought  either  in  too  great 
fumptuoufnefs  and  elegance  in  this  matter,  or 
wallowing  in  noife  and  riot  at  it,  are  both, 
though  not  equally,  unaccountable.     I  have 
often    confidcred  thefe  different    people  with 
very  great  attention,  and  always  fpeak  of  them 
with  the  diftinc^ion  of  the  Eaters,  and  the 
SwALLowERs.     The  1:  ATERs  facrifice  all  their 
fenfes  and  underftanding  to  this  appetite.  The 
SwALLowERs  hurry  themfelves  out  of  both, 
without  pleafing  this  or  any  other  appetite  at 
all.     The  latter  are  improved  brutes,  the  for- 
mer,  degenerated    men.      I    have   fometimes 
thought  it  would  not  be  improper  to  add  to 
my  jD^^^and  Livi?i^  men,  perfons  in  an  inter-r 
mediate  ftate  of  humanity,  under  the  appella- 
tion of  Dozers.    The  Dozers  are  a  fe6l,  who, 
inftead  of  keeping  their  appetites  in  fubjcftion, 
live  in  fubjeflion  to  them  ;  nay,  they  are  fo 
truly  ilaves  to  them,  that  they  keep  at  too 
great  a  diftance  ever  to  come  into  their  pre- 
fence.  Within  my  own  acquaintance,   I  know 
thofe  that  I  dare  fay  have  forgot  that  they  ever 
were  Httfigry,  and  are  no  lefs  utter  ftrangers  to 
Tkirjl  and    Wearincjs  j    who  are  beholden  to 
fjauces  for  their  food,  and  to  their  food  for  their 
Wearinefs. 

I  have  often  wondered,  confidering  the  ex- 
cellent and  choice  fpirits  that  we  have  among 
our  Divines,  that  they  do  not  think  of  putting 
•       ^  yiciou^ 
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vicious  habits  Into  a  more  contemptible  and 
unlovely  figure,  than  they  do  at  prefent.  So 
many  men  of  wit  and  fpirit  as  there  are  in  fa- 
ded-orders,  have  it  in  their  power  to  make  the 
fafnion  of  their  fide.  The  leaders  in  human 
fociety  are  more  effectually  prevailed  upon  this 
way  than  can  eafily  be  imagined.  1  have  more 
than  one  in  my  thoughts  at  this  time,  capable 
of  doing  this  againft  all  the  oppofition  of  the 
moft  witty,  as  well  as  the  moft  voluptuous. 
There  may  pofilbly  be  more  acceptable  fub- 
je6ts  ;  but  fure  there  are  none  more  ufeful.  It 
is  vifible,  that  though  mens  fortunes,  circum- 
ftanccs,  and  pleafures,  give  them  prepofleflions 
too  ftrong  to  regard  any  mention  either  of  pu- 
nifhments  or  rewards,  they  will  liften  to  what 
makes  them  inconfiderable  or  mean  in  the 
imaginations  of  others,  and  by  degrees  in  their 
own. 

It  is  certain  fuch  topics  are  to  be  touched 
upon,  in  the  light  we  mean,  only  by  men  of 
the  moft  cop fum mate  prudence,  as  well  as  ex- 
cellent v/it :  for  thefe  difcourfes  are  to  be  made, 
if  rnade,  to  run  into  example,  before  fuch  as 
have  their  thoughts  more  intent  upon  the  pro- 
priety, than  the  reafon  of  the  difcourie.  What 
indeed  leads  me  into  this  way  of  thinking  is, 
that  the  laft  thing  i  read  was  a  fermon  of  the 
learned  Doctor  ^outh,  upon  ''  The  Ways  of 
"  Pleafantnefs  *."     This  admirable   difcourfe 

*  See  N°  615  and  NQte\  N°  211,  adfinem\  and  Guar- 
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was  made  at  court,  where  the  prea<:her  was  tod 
wife  a  man  not  to  believe,  the  greateft  argu- 
ment in  that  place  againft  the  pleafures  then 
m  vogue,  mufi  be,  that  they  loft  greater  plea- 
fures by  profecuting  the  courfe  they  were  in. 
The  charming  difcourfc  has  in  it  whatever  wit 
and  wifdom  can  put  together.  This  gentleman 
has  a  talent  of  making  all  his  faculties  bear  to 
the  great  end  of  his  hallowed  profeffion.  Hap- 
py genius  !  he  is  the  better  man  for  being  a 
wit.  The  beft  way  to  praife  this  author  is  to 
quote  him  ;  and  1  think,  I  may  defy  any  man 
to  fay  a  greater  thing  of  him,  or  his  ability, 
than  that  there  are  no  paragraphs  in  the  whole 
difcourfe  I  fpeak  of  below  thefe  which  follow^ 

After  having  recommended  the  fatisfactiori 
of  the  mindj  aild  the  pleafure  of  confcience,  he 
proceeds : 

'^  An  ennobling  property  of  it  is,  that  it  is 
*'  fuch  a  pleafure  as  never  iatiates  or  wearies  ; 
**  for  it  properly  affects  the  fpirit;  and  a  fpifit 
"  feels  no  wearinefs,  as  being  privileged  from 
*^'  the  caufes  of  it.  But  can  the  Epicure  {-^"y  (o 
**  of  any  of  the  pleafures  that  he  fo  much  dotes 
*'  upon  ?  Do  they  not  expire  while  they  fatisfy^ 
«*  and  after  a  few  minutes  refrefliment,  deter- 
<«  mine  in  loathing  and  unquietnefs  r  How 
*<  fhort  is  the  interval  between  a  pleafure  and 
«<>  ft'feurden  !  How  undifcernible  the  trandtion 
«<'ft(5ib  one  to  the  other!  Pleafure  dwells  no 
<■*  longer  upon  the  appetite  than  the  neceflilies 
«'  of  nature,  which  are  quickly  and  eafily  prow 

'*  vided 
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"  vided  for;  and  then  all  that  follows  is  a 
"  load,  and  an  oppreflion.  Every  morfel  to  a 
"  fatisfied  Hunger,  is  only  a  new  labour  to  a 
''  tired  Digefiion.  Every  draught  to  him  that 
*•  has  quenched  his  thirst,  is  but  a  further 
"  quenching  of  nature,  and  a  provifion  for 
*'  rheum  and  difeafes,  a  drowning  of  the  quick- 
*^  nefs  and  adivity  of  the  fpirits. 

**  He  that  prolongs  his  meals,  and  facrifices 
*'  his  time,  as  well  as  his  other  convenicncies, 
**  to  his  luxury,  how  quickly  does  he  outfet 
**  his  pleafure  !  And  then,  how  is  all  the  fol- 
**  lowing  time  beftowed  upon  ceremony  and 
*'  furfeit !  Until  at  length,  after  a  long  fatigue 
**  of  Eating,  and  Drinking,  and  Babbling,  he 
'*  concludes  the  great  work  of  dining  genteely, 
^*  and  fo  makes  a  fhift  to  rife  from  table,  that 
*'  he  may  lie  down  upon  his  bed ;  where, 
**  after  he  has  flept  himfelf  into  fome  ufe  of 
**  himfelf,  by  much  ado  he  ftaggcrs  to  his 
"  table  again,  and  there  ads  over  the  fame. 
*'  brutifli  fcene :  fo  that  he  paffes  his  whole 
**  life  in  a  dozed  condition,  between  fleeping 
^'  and  waking,  w^ith  a  kind  of  drowfinefs  and 
"  confufion  upon  his  fenfes,  which,  what  plea- 
**  fure  it  can  be,  is  hard  to  conceive.  All  that 
**  is  of  it,  dwells  upon  the  tip  of  his  tongue, 
"  and  within  the  compafs  of  his  palate.  A 
^*  worthy  prize  for  a  man  to  purchafe  with  the 
*J  }Qf3  of  his  time,  his  reafon,  and  himfelf!" 

N'  206. 
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N*  206.     Thurfday,  Auguft  3,  1710, 
STEELE, 


Metirife  quemque/uo  modulo  ac  pede  verum  eft, 

HoR.  1  Ep.  vii,  ver.  iilt. 

^- ^\\  (hould  be  confin'd 

Within  the  bounds,  which  nature  hath  afllgn'd. 

Francis. 

From  n^y  own  Apartment,  Auguft  2. 

THE  general  purpofes  of  men  in  the  conr 
dudt  of  their  lives,  1  mean  with  relation 
to  this  life  only,  end  in  gaining  either  the  Af- 
fedion  or  the  Efteem  of  thofe  with  whom  they 
converfe.  Efteem  makes  a  man  powerful  in 
bufinefs,  and  AfFeftion  defireable  in  converfa- 
tion  ;  which  is  certainly  the  reafon  that  very 
agreeable  men  fail  of  their  point  in  the  world, 
and  thofe  who  are  by  no  means  fuch,  arrive  at 
it  with  much  eafe.  If  it  be  vifible  in  a  man*$ 
carriage  that  he  has  a  ftrong  paffior)  to  pleafe, 
no  one  is  much  at  a  lofs  how  to  keep  meafures 
with  him  ;  becaufe  there  is  alyi^ays  a  balance  ii> 
people*s  hands  to  make  up  with  him,  by  giving 
him  what  he  ftill  wants  m  exchange  for  what 
you  think  fit  to  deny  him.  Such  a  perfon  afks 
with  diffidence,  and  ever  leaves  room  for  dcr. 
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nial  by  that  foftnefs  of  his  complexion.  At 
the  fame  time  he  himfelf  is  capable  of  denying 
nothing,  even  what  he  is  not  able  to  perform. 
The  other  fort  of  man  who  courts  Efteem, 
having  quite  a  different  view,  has  as  different 
a  behaviour  J  and  a6ls  as  much  by  the  dictates 
of  his  reafon,  as  the  other  does  by  the  impulfe 
of  his  inclination.  You  muft  pay  for  every  thing 
you  have  of  him.  He  confiders  mankind  as  a 
people  in  commerce,  and  never  gives  out  of 
himfelf  what  he  is  fure  will  not  come  in  with 
interefl  from  another.  All  his  words  and  ac- 
tions tend  to  the  advancement  of  his  reputa- 
tion and  his  fortune,  towards  which  he  makes 
hourly  progrefs,  becaufe  he  lavifhes  no  part  of 
his  good-will  upon  fuch  as  do  not  make  fome 
advances  to  merit  it.  The  man  who  values 
Affeftion,  fometimes  becomes  popular ;  he  who 
aims  at  Efleem,  feldom  fails  of  growing  rich* 

Thus  far  we  have  looked  at  thefe  different 
men,  as  perfons  who  endeavoured  to  be  valued 
and  beloved  from  defign  or  ambition  ;  but 
they  appear  quite  in  another  figure,  when  you 
obferve  the  men  who  are  agreeable  and  ve- 
nerable from  the  force  of  their  natural  inclina- 
tions. We  affe6l  the  company  of  him  who  has 
leaft  regard  of  himfelf  in  his  carriage,  who 
throws  himfelf  into  unguarded  gaiety,  volun- 
tary mirth,  and  general  good  humour;  who 
has  nothing  in  his  head  but  the  prefent  hour, 
and  feems  to  have  all  his  interefl  and  paffions 
gratified,  if  every  man  elfe  in  the  room  is  as 

uncon- 
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unconcerned  as  himfelf.  The  man  ufually  has 
no  quality  or  character  among  his  companions; 
let  him  be  born  of  whom  he  will,  have  what 
great  qualities  he  pleafe^  let  him  be  capable 
of  afTuming  for  a  moment  what  figure  he 
pleafes,  he  Hill  dwells  in  the  imagination  of  all 
who  know  him  but  as  Jack  Such  a  0?2e.  This 
makes  Jack  brighten  up  the  room  wherever  he 
enters,  and  change  the  feverity  of  the  company 
into  that  gaiety  and  good  humour,  into  which 
his  converfation  generally  leads  them.  It  is 
not  unpleafant  to  obferve  even  this  fort  of. 
creature  go  out  of  his  character,  to  check  him- 
felf fometimes  for  his  familiarities,  and  pretend 
fo  aukwardly  at  procuring  to  himfelf  more  ef- 
teem  than  he  finds  he  meets  with.  I  was  the 
other  day  v^alking  with  Jack  Gainly  towards 
Lincoln's-inn-walks :  we  met  a  fellow  who  is 
a  lower  officer  where  Jack  is  in  the  direction. 

Jack  cries  to  him,  '*  So,  how  is  it,  Mr. r" 

He  anfwers,  ''  Mr.  Gainly,  I  am  glad  to  fee 
"  you  well."  This  exprefiion  of  equality  gave 
my  friend  a  pang,  which  appeared  in  the  flufh 
of  his  countenance.  **  Pr'ythee  Jack,"  fays  I, 
"  do  not  be  angry  at  the  man  ;  for  do  what 
"  you  will,  the  man  can  only  Love  you ;  be 
**  contented  with  the  image  the  man  has  of 
"  thee ;  for  if  thou  aimeft  at  any  other,  it  muft 
"  be  hatred  or  contempt."  I  went  on,  and 
told  him,  "  Look  you  Jack,  I  have  heard 
"  thee  fometimes  talk  like  an  oracle  for  half 
'*  an  hour,  with  the  fcntiments  of  a  Roman, 

the 
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'^  the  clofenefs  of  a  fchoolman,  and  the  inte- 
''  grity  of  a  divine;  but  then,  Jack,  while  I 
**  admired  thee,  it  was  upon  toplcks  which  did 
*'  not  concern  thyfelf ;  and  where  the  great- 
**  nefs  of  the  fubje(5t,  added  to  thy  being  per- 
*'  fonally  unconcerned  in  it,  created  all  that 
*'  was  great  in  thy  difcourfe."  I  did  not  mind 
his  being  a  little  out  of  humour  ;  but  com* 
forted  him,  by  giving  him  feveral  inftances  of 
men  of  our  acquaintance,  who  had  no  one 
quality  in  any  eminence  that  were  much  more 
EJleemed  than  he  was  with  very  many  :  "  but 
''  the  thing  is,  if  your  charader  is  to  give 
*'  pleafure,  men  will  confider  you  only  in  that 
"  light,  and  not  in  thofe  adts  which  turn  to 
"  efteem  and  veneration." 

When  1  think  of  Jack  Gainly,  I  cannot 
but  reflect  alfo  upon  his  filler  Gatty.  She  is 
young,  witty,  pleafant,  innocent.  This  is  her 
natural  character;  but  when  flie  obferves  any 
one  admired  for  what  they  call  a  fine  woman, 
fhe  is  all  the  next  day  womanly,  prudent,  ob- 
ferving,  and  virtuous.  She  is  every  moment 
afked  in  her  prudential  behaviour,  whether  fhe 
is  not  well  ?  Upon  which  fhe  as  often  anfwers 
in  a  fret,  "  Do  people  think  one  muft  be  al^ 
**  ways  romping,  always  ^,  JackpuddingV  I 
never  fail  to  enquire  of  her,  if  my  lady  fuch- 
a-one,  that  awtui  beauty,  was  not  at  the  play 
laft  night?  She  know^s  the  connexion  between 
that  queftion  and  her  change  of  humour,  and 
fays,   "  It  would  be  very  well  if  fome  people 

*'  would 
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•*  would  examine  into  themfelves,  as  much  as 
"  they  do  into  others/'  Or,  ''  Sure,  there  is 
**  nothing  in  the  world  fo  ridiculous  as  an 
•*  amorous  old  man/* 

As  I  was  faying,  there  is  a  clafs  which  every 
roan  is  in  by  his  poft  in  nature,  from  which  it 
is  impoffible  for  him  to  withdraw  to  another, 
and  become  it.      Therefore  it  is  necefiary  that 
each  fhould  be  contented  with  it,  and  not  en- 
deavour at  any  progrefs  out  of  that  track.  To 
follow  NATURE   is  the  only  agreeable  courfe, 
which  is  what  I  would  fain  inculcate  to  thofe 
jarring    companions,     Flavia    and    Lucia. 
They  are  mother  and  daughter.   Flavia,  who 
is  the  mamma,  has  all  the  charms  and  defires 
of  youth  ftill  about   her,    and  is  not  much 
turned   of  thirty.     Lucia    is    blooming  and 
amorous,  and  but  a  little  above  fifteen.     The 
mother  looks  very  much  younger  than  fhe  is, 
the  girl  very  much  older.     If  it  were  pofTiblc 
to  fix  the  girl  to  her  fick  bed,  and  preferve  the 
portion,  the  ufe  of  which  the  mother  partakes, 
the  good  widow  Flavia  would  certainly  do  it. 
But  for  fear  of  Lucia's  efcape,  the  mother  is 
forced  to  be  conftantly  attended  with  a  rival, 
that  explains  her  age,  and  draws  off  the  eyes 
of  her  admirers.     1  he  jeft  is,  they  can  never 
be  together  in  ftrangers  company,  but  Lucy 
is  eternally  reprimanded  for  fomething  very 
particular  in  her  behaviour  ;  for  which  Ihe  has 
the  malice  to  fay,  "  fhe  hopes  flie  fhall  always 
««  obey  her  parents."     She  carried  her  paffion 

jealoufy 
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jealoufy  to  that  height  the  other  clay,  that 
coining  fuddenly  into  the  room,  and  furprizing 
colonel  Lofty  fpeaking  rapture  on  one  knee 
to  her  mother,  llie  clapped  down  by  him,  and 
"alked  her  bleiling. 

I  do  not  know  whether  it  is  fo  proper  to  tell 
family  occurrences  of  this  nature;  but  we 
every  day  fee  the  fame  thing  happen  in  public 
converfation  of  the  world.  Men  cannot  be 
contented  with  what  is  laudable,  but  they  muft 
have  all  that  is  laudable.  This  afFedation  is 
what  decoys  the  familiar  man  into  pretences  to 
take  ftate  upon  him,  and  the  contrary  chara6ler 
to  the  folly  of  aiming  at  being  winning  and 
complaifant.  But  in  thefe  cafes  men  may  eafily 
lay  afide  v;hat  they  are,  but  can  never  arrive  at 
what  they  are  not. 

As  to  the  purfuits  after  AfFeflion  and  Efteem, 
the  fair  fex  are  happy  in  this  particular,  that 
with  them  the  one  is  much  more  nearly  related 
to  the  other,  than  in  men.  The  Love  of  a  wo- 
man is  infeparable  from  fome  Efteem  of  her; 
and  as  flie  is  naturally  the  objeft  of  Affedion, 
the  woman  who  has  your  Efteem  has  alfo  fome 
degree  of  your  Love.  A  man  that  dotes  on  a 
woman  for  her  beauty,  will  whifper  his  friend, 
**  that  creature  has  a  great  deal  of  wit  when 
*'  you  are  well  acquainted  with  her."  And  if 
you  examine  the  bottom  of  your  Efteem  for  a 
woman,  you  will  find  you  have  a  greater  opi- 
nion of  her  beauty  than  any  body  elfe.  As  to 
us  men,  I  defign  to  pafs  moft  of  mv  time  with 

Vol.  IV.  I  '  the 
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the  facetious  Harry  Bickerstaff;  but  Wil- 
liam BiCKERSTAFF,  the  moft  prudent  man  of 
our  family,  (hall  be  my  executor. 


N°  207.         Saturday,  Auguft  5,  1710. 
STEEL  E. 

From  my  own  Apartment,  Atiguil  4. 

HAVING  yefterday  morning  received  a 
paper  of  Latin  verfes,  written  with 
much  elegance  in  honour  of  thefe  my  Papers, 
and  being  informed  at  the  fame  time,  that  they 
were  compofed  by  a  youth  under  age,  I  read 
them  with  much  delight,  as  an  inftance  of  his 
improvement.  There  is  not  a  greater  pleafure 
to  old  age,  than  feeing  young  people  entertain 
themfelves  in  fuch  a  manner  as  that  we  can 
partake  of  their  enjoyments.  On  fuch  occa- 
fions  we  flatter  ourfelves,  that  we  are  not  quite 
laid  afide  in  the  world ;  but  that  we  are  either 
ufed  with  gratitude  for  what  we  were,  or  ho- 
noured for  what  we  are.  A  well -inclined 
young  man,  and  whofe  good-breeding  is  found- 
ed upon  the  principles  of  nature  and  virtue, 
muft  needs  take  delight  in  being  agreeable  to 
his  elders,  as  we  are  truly  delighted  when  we 
are  not  the  jell  of  them.     When  I  fay  this,  I 

muft 
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mufl:  confefs  I  cannot  but  think  it  a  very  la- 
mentable thing,  that  there  fhould  be  a  neceflity 
for  making  that  a  rule  of  life,  which  fhould  be, 
methinks,  a  mere  inftind  of  nature.  If  reflec- 
tion upon  a  man  in  poverty,  whom  we  once 
knew  in  riches,  is  an  argument  of  commifera- 
tlon  with  generous  minds  5  fure  old  age,  which 
is  a  decay  from  that  vigour  which  the  young 
pofiefs,  and  muft  certainly,  if  not  prevented 
agauift  their  will,  arrive  at,  fhould  be  more 
forcibly  the  obje6t  of  that  reverence,  which 
honeft  fpirits  are  inclined  to,  from  a  fenfe  of 
being  themfelves  liable  to  what  they  obferve 
has  already  overtaken  others. 

My  three  nephews,  whom,  in  June  lafl  was 
twelvemonth,  I  difpofed  of  according  to  their 
feveral  capacities  and  inclinations  j  the  firfl  to 
the  Univei  fity,  the  fecond  to  a  merchant,  and 
the  third  to  a  woman  of  quality  as  her  page*, 
by  my  invitation,  dined  with  me  to-day.  It  is 
my  cuftom  often,  when  I  have  a  mind  to  give 
myfelf  a  more  than  ordinary  chearfulnefs,  to 
invite  a  certain  young  gentlewoman  of  our 
neighbourhood  to  make  one  of  the  company. 
She  did  me  that  favour  this  day.  The  prefence 
of  a  beautiful  woman  of  honour,  to  minds 
which  are  not  trivially  difpofed,  difplays  an 
alacrity  which  is  not  to  be  communicated  by 
any  other  object.  It  was  not  unpleafant  to 
me,  to  look  into  her  thoughts  of  the  company 

*  See  Tat.  N«  30. 

I  2  fhe 
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fhe  was  in.     She  fmlled  at  the  party  of  plca- 
fure  I, had  thought  of  for  her,  which  was  com- 
pofed  of  an  old  man  and  three  boys.  My  fcho- 
lar,  my  citizen,  and  myfelf,  were  very  fooii 
negleft ed  ;  and  the  young  courtier,  by  the  bow 
he  made  to  her  at  her  entrance,  engaged  her 
obfervation  without  a  rival.     1  obferved  the 
Oxonian  not  a  little  difcompofed  at  this  pre- 
ference^  while  the  trader  kept  his  eye  upon  his 
uncle.  My  nephew  Will  had  a  thoufand  fe- 
cret  refolutions  to  break  in  upon  the  difcourfe" 
of  his  younger  brother,  v^ho  gave  my  fair  com- 
panion a  full  account  of  the  fafliion,  and  what 
was    reckoned  moft   becoming  to  this   com- 
plexion, and  what  fort  of  habit  appeared  beft 
upon  the  other  ftape.     He  proceeded  to  ac- 
quaint her,   who  of  quality  was  well  or  fick 
within  the  bills  of  mortality,  and  named  very 
familiarly  all  his  lady's  acquaintance,  not  for- 
getting her  very  words  when  he  fpoke  of  their 
charaders.     Befides  all  this,  he  had  a  road  of 
flattery ;  and  upon  her  enquiring,  what  fort  of 
woman    lady   Lovely    was    in    her    perfon, 
*'  Really  Madam,"  fays  the  Jackanapes,    **  fhe 
*'  is  exaflly  of  your  height  and  fliape;  but  as 
*'  you  are  fair,  fhe  is  a  brown  woman."  There 
was  no  enduring  that  this  fop  lliould  outfliine 
us  all    at   this    unmerciful  rate;    therefore  I 
thought  fit  to  talk  to  my  young  fcholar  con- 
cerning his  fliudies;  and  becaufe  1  would  throw 
his  learning  into  prefent  fervice,  I  defired  him 
to  repeat  to  me  the  tranflation  he  had  made  of 

fome 
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fome  tender  verfes  in  Theocritus.  He  did 
fo,  with  an  air  of  elegance  peculiar  to  the  col- 
lege to  which  1  fent  him.  1  made  fome  ex- 
ceptions to  the  turn  of  the  phrafes ;  which  he 
defended  with  much  modefty,  as  believing  in 
that  place  the  matter  was  rather  to  confult  the 
foftnefs  of  a  fwain's  paflion,  than  the  ftrength 
of  his  expreffions.  It  foon  appeared  that  Will 
had  out-ftripped  his  brother  in  the  opinion  of 
our  young  lady.  A  little  poetry  to  one  who 
is  bred  a  fcholar,  has  the  fame  efFc6l  that  a  good 
carriage  of  his  perfon  has  on  one  who  is  to  live 
in  courts.  The  favour  of  women  is  fo  natural 
a  paflion,  that  I  envied  both  the  boys  their  fuc- 
cefs  in  the  approbation  of  my  guefl ;  and  I 
thought  the  only  perfon  invulnerable  was  my 
young  trader.  During  the  whole  meal,  I  could 
obferve  in  the  children  a  mutual  contempt  and 
fcorn  of  each  other,  arifmg  from  their  different 
way  of  life  and  education,  and  took  that  occa- 
fion  to  advertife  them  of  fuch  gowing  dif- 
taftes  ;  which  might  miflead  them  in  their  fu- 
ture life,  and  difappoint  their  friends,  as  well 
as  themfelves,  of  the  advantages,  which  might 
be  expeded  from  the  diverlity  of  their  profef- 
iions  and  interefls. 

The  prejudices,  which  are  growing  up  be- 
tween theie  brothers  from  the  different  ways 
of  education,  are  what  create  the  moil  fatal 
mifunderftandings  in  life.  But  all  diftinc- 
tions  of  difparagement,  merely  from  our  cir- 
cumftauces,  are  fuch  as  will  not  bear  the  exa- 

I  3  minatioa 
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minafion  of  reafon.  The  courtier,  the  trader, 
and  the  fcholar,  (hould  all  have  an  equal  preten- 
lion  to  the  denomination  of  a  Gentleman.  That 
tradefman,  who  deals  with  me  in  a  commodity 
which  I  do  not  underftand,  with  uprightnefs, 
has  much  more  right  to  that  charader,  than 
the  courtier  that  gives  me  falfe  hopes,  or  the 
fcholar  who  laughs  at  my  ignorance. 

The  appellation  of  Gentleman  is  never  to  be 
affixed  to  a  man's  circumftances,  but  to  his  be- 
haviour in  them.  For  this  reafon  I  fliall  ever, 
as  far  as  I  am  able,  give  my  nephews  fuch  im- 
preffions  as  (hall  make  them  value  themfelves 
rather  as  they  are  ufeful  to  others,  than  as  they 
are  confcious  of  merit  in  themfelves.  There 
are  no  qualities  for  which  we  ought  to  pretend 
to  the  efteem  of  others,  but  fuch  as  render  us 
ferviceable  to  them  :  for  ''  free  men  have  no 
"  fuperiors  but  benefaflqrs."  1  was  going 
on  like  a  true  old  fellow  to  this  purpofe  to  my 
guefts>  when  1  received  the  following  epiftle; 

*«  S  I   R, 

*'  I  HAVE  yours,  with  notice  qf  a  benefit 
"  ticket  of  four  hundred  pounds  per  annum^ 
**  both  inclofed  by  Mr.  Elliot,  who  had  my 
*'  numbers  for  that  purpofe.  Yqur  philofo- 
**  phic  advice  came  very  feafonably  to  me  with 
**  that  good  fortune :  but  1  muft  be  fo  fmcere 
«  with  you  as  to  acknowledge,  1  owe  my  pre- 
««  fent  moderation  more  to  my  own  folly,  thari 

*'  your 
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*'  your  wifdom.  You  will  think  this  ftrange 
"  until  I  inform  you,  that  I  had  fixed  my 
'^  thoughts  upon  the  thoufand  pounds  a  year, 
"  and  had,  with  that  expe6lation,  laid  down 
*^  fo  many  agreeable  plans  for  my  behaviour 
"  towards  my  new  lovers,  and  old  friends,  that 
*'  I  have  received  this  favour  of  fortune  with 
''  an  air  of  difappointment.  This  is  inter- 
*'  preted,  by  all  who  know  not  the  fprings  of  ^ 
"  my  heart,  as  a  wonderful  piece  of  humility.  ^ 
*^  I  hope  my  prefent  ftate  of  mind  will  grow 
"  into  that  -,  but  I  confefs  my  conduft  to  be 
**  now  owing  to  another  caufe.  However,  I 
**  know  you  will  approve  my  taking  hold  even 
'"  of  imperfeftions,  to  find  my  way  towards 
^'  virtue,  which  is  fo  feeble  in  us  at  the  beft, 
"  that  we  are  often  beholden  to  our  faults,  for 
[^  the  firft  appearances  of  it. 
*'  I  am.  Sir, 

^'  Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

^-  Chloe." 

^^*  Lambeth  IVells  will  be  opened  on  Eafter  Monday, 
where  during  the  feafon  of  drinking  the  Waters^  the  mufic 
will  be  continued  Mondays,  Thurfdays  and  Saturdays,  till 
fun-fet;  the  other  days  till  two  in  the  afternoon.  Price 
of  coming  in  3d.  tss  formerly.  Such  as  fend  for  the  water 
to  pay  id  per  quart,  being  the  fame  price  paid  at  St.  Tho- 
mas Hofpital.  N.  B.  The  poor  receive  the  water  gratis^ 
fosT-MAN,  March  28.  1700. 
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N^  208.        Tuefday,  Auguft  8,  1710. 
STEELE. 

Si  dixeris  afiuOy  Judat. Juv.  Sat.  iii.  103. 

If  yon  complain  of  heat, 


They  rub  th'  imfweating  brow,  and  fwear  they  fwcat, 

Dryden^ 

From  my  own  Apartment,  Auguft  7. 

AN  old  acquaintance,  who  met  me  this 
morning,  feemed  overjoyed  to  fee  nie, 
and  told  me  1  looked  as  well  as  he  had  known 
me  do  thefe  forty  years  :  "  but/'  continued 
**  he,  not  quite  the  man  you  were,  when  we 
*'  vifited  together  at  lady  BRiGjiTLv's.  Oh  ! 
*'  Isaac,  thofe  days  are  over.  Do  you  think 
"  there  are  any  fuch  fine  creatures  now  liv- 
"  ing,  as  w^e  then  converfed  with  ?"  He 
went  on  with  a  thoufand  incoherent  circum- 
ftanccs,  which,  in  his  imagination,  muft  needs 
pleafe  me  ;  but  they  had  the  quite  contrary  ef^ 
feft.  The  flattery  with  which  he  began,  in 
telUng  me  how  well  I  wore,  was  not  difagree- 
able;  but  his  indifcreet  mention  of  a  fet  of 
acquaintance  we  had  out-lived,  recalled  ten 
thoufand  things  to  my  memory,  which  made 
me  refleft  upon  my  prefent  condition  with  re- 
gret, 
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gret.  Had  he  indeed  been  fo  kind  as  after 
a  long  abfence,  to  felicitate  me  upon  an  in- 
dolent and  eafy  old  age  ;  and  mentioned  how- 
much  he  and  I  had  to  thank  for,  who  at 
our  time  of  day  could  walk  firmly,  eat  heartily, 
and  converfe  chearfuUy,  he  had  kept  up  my 
pleafure  in  myfelf.  But  of  all  mankind,  there 
are  none  fo  fhocking  as  thefe  injudicious  civil 
people.  They  ordinarily  begin  upon  fome- 
thing,  that  they  know  muft  be  a  fatisfa6lion  ; 
but  then,  for  fear  of  the  imputation  of  flattery, 
they  follow  it  with  the  laft  thing  in  the  world 
of  which  you  would  be  reminded.  It  is  this 
that  perplexes  civil  perfons.  The  reafon  that 
there  is  fuch  a  general  outcry  among  us  againfl: 
flatterers  is,  that  there  are  fo  very  few  good 
ones.  It  is  the  nicefl:  art  in  this  life,  and  is  a 
part  of  eloquence  w^hich  does  not  want  the  pre- 
paration that  is  neceflaiy  to  all  other  parts  of 
it,  that  your  audience  fliould  be  your  well- 
wdfhers  :  for  praife  from  an  enemy  is  the  mofl: 
pleafuig  of  all  commendations  ** 

It  is  generally  to  be  obferved,  that  the  per- 
fon  molt  agreeable  to  a  man  for  a  conftancy^  is 
he  that  has  no  fliining  qualities,  but  is  a  cer- 
tain degree  above  great  imperfections;  whom 
he  can  live  with  as  his  inferior,  and  who  will 
either  overlook,  or  not  obferve  his  little  de- 
fects. Such  an  eafy  companion  as  this  either 
now  and  then  throws  out  a  little  flattery,  or 
lets  a  man  filently  flatter  himfelf  in  his  fupe- 
*  See  N**  190. 

riority 
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riority  to  him.  If  you  take  notice,  there  Is 
hardly  a  rich  man  in  the  world,  who  has  not 
fuch  a  led  friend  of  fmall  confideration,  who  is 
a  darling  for  his  infignificancy.  It  is  a  great 
eafe  to  have  one  in  our  own  (hape  a  fpecies 
below  us,  and  who,  without  being  lifted  in  our 
fervice,  is  by  nature  of  our  retinue.  Thefe 
dependants  are  of  excellent  ufe  on  a  rainy  day, 
or  when  a  man  has  not  a  mind  to  drefs ;  or  to 
exclude  folitude,  when  one  has  neither  a  mind 
to  that,  or  to  company.  There  are  of  this 
good-natured  order,  who  are  fo  kind  as  to  di- 
vide themfelves,  and  do  thefe  good  ofiices  to 
many.  Five  or  fix  of  them  vifit  a  whole  quar- 
ter of  the  town,  and  exclude  the  fpleen,  with- 
out fees,  from  the  families  they  frequent.  *  If 
they  do  not  prefcribe  phyfic,  they  can  be  com- 
pany  when  you  take  it.  Very  great  benefac- 
tors to  the  rich,  or  thofe  whom  they  call  people 
at  their  eafe,  are  your  perfons  of  no  confe- 
quence.  I  have  known  fome  of  them,  by  the 
help  of  a  little  cunning,  make  delicious  flat- 
terers. They  know  the  courfe  of  the  town, 
and  the  general  chara(fiers  of  perfons :  by  this 
means  they  will  fometimes  tell  the  moft  agree- 
able falfhoods  imaginable.  They  will  acquaint 
you,  that  fuch  a  one  of  a  quite  contrary  party 
laid,  **  That  though  you  vvere  engaged  in  dif- 
"  ferent  interefts,  yet  he  had  the  greateft  re- 
**  fpedl  for  your  good  fenfe,  and  addrefs." 
When  one  of  thefe  has  a  little  cunning,  he 
paffes  his  time  in  the  utmoft  fatisfadion  to 

himfelf 
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himfelf  and  his  friends:  for  his  pofition,  is 
never  to  report  or  fpeak  a  difpleafing  thing 
to  his  friend.  As  for  letting  him  go  on  in 
an  error,  he  knows,  advice  againft  them  is 
the  office  of  perfons  of  greater  talents,  and  lefs 
difcretion. 

The  Latin  word  for  a  flatterer,  ajfentator^ 
implies  no  more  than  a  perfon  that  barely  con- 
fents ;  and  indeed  fuch  a  one,  if  a  man  were 
able  to  purchafe  or  maintain  him,  cannot  be 
bought  too  dear.  Such  a  one  never  contra- 
di(5ls  you ;  but  gains  upon  you,  not  by  a  ful- 
fome  way  of  commending  you  in  broad  terms, 
but  liking  whatever  you  propofe  or  utter  ;  at 
the  fame  time,  is  ready  to  beg  your  pardon, 
and  gainfay  you,  if  you  chance  to  fpeak  ill  of 
yourfelf.  An  old  lady  is  very  feldom  without 
fuch  a  companion  as  this,  who  can  recite  the 
names  of  all  her  lovers,  and  the  matches  re- 
fufed  by  her  in  the  days  when  fhe  minded  fuch 
vanities,  as  (he  is  pleafed  to  call  them,  though 
fhe  fo  much  approves  the  mention  of  them. 
It  is  to  be  noted,  that  a  woman's  flatterer  is 
generally  elder  than  herfelf  j  her  years  ferving 
at  once  to  recommend  her  patronefs's  age,  and 
to  add  weight  to  her  complaifance  in  all  other 
particulars. 

We  gentlemen  of  fmall  fortunes  are  ex- 
tremely neceffitous  in  this  particular.  I  have 
indeed  one  who  fmokes  with  me  often  ;  but  his 
parts  are  fo  low,  that  all  the  incenfe  he  does 
ine  is  to  fill  his  pipe  with  me,  and  to  be  out 

at 
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at  juft  as  many  whiffs  as  I  take.  This  is  all 
the  praife  or  affent  that  he  is  capaWe  of;  yet 
there  are  more  hours  when  1  would  rather  be  in 
his  company,  than  in  that  of  the  brighteft  man 
I  know.  It  would  be  an  hard  matter  to  give 
an  account  of  this  inclination  to  be  flattered  ; 
but  if  we  go  to  the  bottom  of  it,  we  fnall  find, 
that  the  pleafure  in  it,  is  fomething  like  that  of 
receiving  money  which  lay  out.  Every  man 
thinks  he  has  an  eftate  of  reputation,  and  is  glad 
to  fee  one  that  will  bring  any  of  it  home  to 
him.  It  is  no  matter  how  dirty  a  bag  it  is 
conveyed  to  him  in,  or  by  how  clownifh  a  mef- 
fenger,  fo  tiie  money  be  good.  Ail  that  we 
want,  to  be  pleafed  with  flattery,  is  to  believe 
that  the  man  is  fincere  who  gives  it  us.  It  is 
by  this  one  accident,  that  abfurd  creatures 
often  out- run  the  mofl:  fkilful  in  this  art.  Their 
want  of  ability  is  here  an  advantage ;  and  their 
bluntnefs,  as  it  is  the  feeming  effect  of  fincerity, 
is  the  beft  cover  to  artifice. 

Terence  introduces  a  flatterer  talking  to  a 
coxcomb,  whom  he  cheats  out  of  a  livelihood  ; 
and  a  third  perfon  on  the  ftage  makes  on  him 
this  pleafant  remark,  "  This  fellow  has  an  art 
"  of  making  fools  madmen."  The  love  of 
flattery  is  indeed,  fometimes  the  weaknefs  of 
a  great  mind;  but  you  fee  it  alfo  in  perfons, 
who  otherwife  difcover  no  manner  of  relifh  of 
any  thing  above  mere  fenfuality.  Thefe  latter 
it  fometimes  improves  ;  but  always  debafes  the 
former.     A  fool  is  in  himfelf  the  objedt  of 
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pity,  until  he  is  flattered.  By  the  force  of  that, 
his  ftupidity  is  raifed  into  afFedation,  and  he 
becomes  of  dignity  enough  to  be  ridiculous. 
I  remember  a  droll,  that  upon  one's  faying, 
*'  The  times  are  fo  ticklifh,  that  there  muft 
'*  great  care  be  taken  what  one  fays  in  conver- 
**  fation  /'  anfwered  with  an  air  of  furlinefs 
and  honefty,  "  If  people  will  be  free,  let  them 
*'  be  fo  in  the  manner  that  I  am,  who  never 
**  abufe  a  man  but  to  his  face."  He  had  no 
reputation  for  faying  dangerous  truths  ;  there- 
fore when  it  was  repeated,  "  You  abufe  a  man 
*'  but  to  his  face  ?"  ''  Yes,"  fays  he,  *'  I  flat- 
*'  ter  him." 

It  is  indeed  the  greateft  of  injuries  to  flatter 
any  but  the  unhappy,  or  fuch  as  are  difpleafed 
with  themfelves  for  fome  infirmity.  In  this 
latter  cafe  we  have  a  member  of  our  Club, 
who  when  Sir  Jeffery  falls  afleep,  wakens 
him  with  fnoring.  This  makes  Sir  Jeffery 
hold  up  for  fome  moments  the  longer,  to  fee 
there  are  men  younger  than  himfelf  among  us, 
who  are  more  lethargic  than  he  is. 

When  flattery  is  praclifed  upon  any  other 
confideration,  it  is  the  moft  abjeft  thing  in  na- 
ture 3  nay,  I  cannot  think  of  any  character 
below  the  flatterer,  except  he  that  envies  him. 
You  meet  with  fellows,  prepared  to  be  as  mean 
as  pofiible  in  tlieir  condefcenfions  and  expref- 
fions ;  but  they  want  perfons  and  talents  to 
rife  up  to  fuch  a  bafenefs.  As  a  coxcomb  is  a 
fool  of  parts,  fo  is  a  flatterer  a  knave  of  parts. 

The 
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The  beft  of  this  order,  that  I  know,  is  one 
who  diiguifes  it  under  a  fpirit  of  contradic- 
tion, or  reproof.  He  told  an  arrant  driveler 
the  other  day,  that  he  did  not  care  for  being 
in  company  with  him,  becaufe  he  heard  he 
turned  his  abfent  friends  into  ridicule.  And 
upon  lady  Autumn's*  difputing  with  him 
about  fomething  that  happened  at  the  Revo-  * 
lution,  he  replied  with  a  very  angry  tone, 
"  Pray,  Madam,  give  me  leave  to  know  more 
"  of  a  thing  in  which  I  was  aftually  con- 
•«  cerned,  than  you  who  were  then  in  your 
"  nurfe's  arms." 


N°  209.      Saturday,  Auguft  10,  1710. 
STEELE. 

From  my  own  Apartment,  Auguft  9. 

AN  O  B  LE  painter,  who  has  an  ambition 
to  draw  a  hiftory  piece,  has  defired  me 
to  give  him  a  fubjedl:,  on  which  he  may  fhew 
the  utmoft  force  of  his  art  and  genius.  For 
this  purpofe,  1  have  pitched  upon  that  remark- 

•  Sec  N**  140,  JL^/.  4,  N*365    and  N°  155,  Note,  ad 
finem. 

able 
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able  incident  between  Alexander  the  Great, 
and  his  Phyfician  *.  This  prince,  in  the  midft 
of  his  conquefts  in  Perfia,  was  feized  by  a  vio- 
lent fever;  and  according  to  the  account  we 
have  of  bis  vaft:  mind,  his  thoughts  were  more 
employed  about  his  recovery,  as  it  regarded 
the  war,  than  as  it  concerned  his  own  lite.  He 
profeffed,  a  flow  method  was  worfe  than  death 
to  him  ;  becaufe  it  was,  what  he  more  dreaded, 
an  interruption  of  his  glory.  He  defired  a 
dangerous,  fo  it  might  be  a  fpeedy  remedy. 
During  this  impatience  of  the  king,  it  is  well 
known  that  Darius  had  offered  an  immenfe 
fum  to  any  one  who  fliould  take  away  his  life. 
But  Philipius,  the  moft  efteemed  and  moft 
knowing  of  his  phyficians,  promifed,  that  within 
three  days  time  he  would  prepare  a  medicine 
for  him,  which  fliould  refl:ore  him  more  expe- 
ditioufly  than  could  be  imagined.  Immediately 
after  this  engagement,  Alexander  receives  a 
letter  from  the  mofl:  confiderable  of  his  cap- 
tains, with  inteUigence  that  Darius  had  bribed 
Philippus  to  poilon  him.  Every  circumfl:ance 
imaginable  favoured  this  fufpicion ;  but- this 
monarch,  who  did  nothing  but  in  an  extraor- 
dinary manner,  concealed  the  letter;  and  while 
the    medicine  was   preparing,    fpent    all   his 

*  In  a  letter  to  the  Spectator,  dated  Grecian  CofFee- 
Houfe,  May  17,  17 12,  figned  J.  B.  ;  S.  W.  Steele  is 
reminded  of  this  painting,  and  requefted  to  give  a  parti- 
cular account  of  the  execution  of  it.  *'  Letters,  &c." 
By  C.  LiLLiE,  8vo,  1725,  Vol.1,  p.  93. 

thoughts 
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thoughts  upon  his  behaviour  in  this  important 
incident.  From  his  long  foHloquy,  he  came 
to  this  refolution  :  "  Alexander  mujit  not  lie 
*'  here  alive  to  be  opprefTed  by  his  enemy.  I 
"  will  not  Relieve  my  phyfician  guilty  -,  or,  I 
"  will  perifh  rather  by  his  guilt,  than  my  own 
''  diffidence." 

At  the  appointed  hour,  Philippus  enters 
with  the  potion.  One  cannot  but  form  to  one's 
felf  on  this  occafion  the  encounter  of  their  eyes, 
the  refolution  in  thofe  of  the  patient,  and  the 
benevolence  in  the  countenance  of  the  phyfi- 
cian. The  hero  raifed  himfelf  in  his  bed,  and^ 
holding  the  letter  in  one  hand,  and  the  potion 
in  the  other,  drank  the  medicine.  It  will  ex- 
ercife  my  friend's  pencil  and  brain  to  place 
this  action  in  its  proper  beauty.  A  prince  ob- 
ferving  the  features  of  a  fufpeded  traitor,  after 
having  drank  the  poifon  he  offered  him,  is  a 
circumftance  (o  full  of  paflion,  that  it  will  re- 
quire the  higheft  ftrength  of  his  imagination 
to  conceive  it,  much  more  to  exprefs  it.  But 
as  painting  is  eloquence  and  poetry  in  mecha- 
nifm,  I  fhall  raife  his  ideas,  by  reading  with 
him  the  fineft  draughts  in  the  pafiions  con- 
cerned in  this  circumftance,  from  the  moft  ex- 
cellent poets  and  orators.  The  confidence 
which  Alexander  aflumes  from  the  air  of 
Philippus's  face  as  he  is  reading  his  accufa- 
tion,  and  the  generous  difdain  which  is  to  rife 
in  the  features  of  afalfely  accufed  man, are  prin- 
cipally to  be  regarded.     In  this  particular  he 

muft 
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Tnuft  heighten  his  thoughts,  by  refleSing,  that 
he  is  not  drawing  only  an  innocent  man  tra- 
duced, but  a  man  zealoufly  afFedted  to  his  per- 
fon  and  fafety,  full  of  refentment  for  being 
thought  falfe.  How  fhall  we  contrive  to  ex- 
prefs  the  higheft  admiration,  mingled  with  dif- 
dain  ?  How  fhall  we  in  ftrokes  of  a  pencil  fay, 
what  Philippus  did  to  his  prince  on  this  oc- 
cafion  ?  "  Sir,  my  life  never  depended  cm 
"  yours  more  than  it  does  now.  Without 
knowing  this  fecret,  I  prepared  the  potion, 
which  you  have  taken  as  what  concerned 
Philippus  no  lefs  than  Alexander  ;  and 
there  is  nothing  new  in  this  adventure,  but 
that  it  makes  me  ftill  more  admire  the  ge- 
'*  nerofity  and  confidence  of  my  mafter.'* 
Alexander  took  him  by  the  hand,  and  faid, 
"  Philippus,  I  am  confident  you  had  rather  I 
*'  had  any  other  way  to  have  manifefted  the 
*'  faith  1  have  in  you,  than  a  cafe  which  fo 
**  nearly  concerns  me  :  and  in  gratitude  I  now 
*'  afTure  you,  I  am  anxious  for  the  efFe(ft  of 
"  your  medicine,  more  for  your  fake  than  my 
''  own." 

My  painter  is  employed  by  a  man  of  fenfe 
and  wealth  to  furnifh  him  a  gallery  5  and  I  fliall 
join  with  my  friend  in  the  defigning  part.  It 
is  the  great  ufe  of  piclures,  to  raife  in  our  minds 
either  agreeable  ideas  of  our  abfent  friends  ; 
or  high  images  of  eminent  perfonages.  But 
the  latter  defign  is  methinks,  carried  on  in  a 
very  improper  way  j  for  to  fill  a  room  full  of 
Vol.  IV.  K  battle- 
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battle-pieces,  pompous  biftories  of  fieges,  and 
a  tall  hero  alone  in  a  croud  of  infignificant  fi- 
gures about  him,  is  of  no  confequence  to  pri- 
vate men.  But  to  place  before  our  eyes  great 
and  illuftrious  men  in  thofe  parts  and  circum- 
flances  of  life,  wherein  their  behaviour  may 
have  an  efFe6t  upon  our  minds ;  as  being  fuch 
as  v^e  partake  with  them  'merely  as  they  were 
men  :  fuch  as  thefe,  I  fay,  may  be  juft  and  ufe- 
ful  ornaments  of  an  elegant  apartment.  In  this 
colledion  therefore  that  we  are  making,  we 
will  not  have  the  battles,  but  the  fentiments  of 
Alexander.  The  affair  we  were  juft  now 
fpeaking  of,  has  circumftances  of  the  higheft 
nature;  and  yet  their  grandeur  has  little  to 
do  with  his  fortune.  If  by  obferving  fuch  a 
piece,  as  that  of  his  taking  a  bowl  of  poifon 
with  fo  much  magnanimity,  a  man,  the  next 
time  he  has  a  fit  of  the  fpleen,  is  lefs  froward 
to  his  friend  or  his  fervants  >  thus  far  is  fome 
improvement. 

1  have  frequently  thought,  that  If  we  had 
many  draughts  which  were  hiftorical  of  certain 
paflions,  and  had  the  true  figure  of  the  great 
men  we  fee  tranfported  by  them,  it  would  be 
of  the  moft  folid  advantage  imaginable.  To 
confiderthis  mighty  man  on  one  occafion,  ad- 
miniftering  to  the  wants  of  a  poor  foldier  be- 
numbed with  cold,  with  the  greateft  humanity^ 
at  another,  barbaroufly  ftabbing  a  faithful  offi- 
cer :  at  one  time,  fo  generoufly  chafte  and  vir- 
tuous as  to  give  his  captive  Statir  a  her  liber- 

ty: 
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ty  :  at  another,  burning  a  tovv^n  at  the  inftiga- 
tion  of  Thais.  Thefe  changes  in  the  fame 
perfon  are  what  would  be  more  beneficial  lef- 
fons  of  morality,  than  the  feveral  revolutions  ia 
a  great  man's  fortune.  There  are  but  one 
or  two  in  an  age,  to  whom  the  pompous  inci- 
dents of  his  life  can  be  exemplary  ;  but  I,  or 
any  man^  may  be  as  fick,  as  good-natured,  as 
compaffionate,  and  as  angry,  as  Alexander 
the  Great.  My  purpdfe  in  all  this  chat  is, 
that  fo  excellent  a  furniture  niay  not  for  the 
future  have  fo  romantic  a  turn,  but  allude  to 
incidents  which  come  within  the  fortunes  of  the 
ordinary  race  of  men.  I  do  not  know  but  it 
is  by  the  force  of  this  fenfelefs  cuftom,  that 
people  are  drawn  in  poftures  they  would  not 
for  half  they  are  worth  be  furprized  in.  The 
imparalleled  fiercenefs  of  fome  rural  efquircs 
drawn  in  red,  or  in  armour,  who  never  dreamed 
to  deftroy  any  thing  above  a  fox,  is  a  common 
and  ordinary  offence  of  this  kind.  But  I  fhall 
give  an  account  of  our  whole  gallery  on  ano- 
ther occafioa  *. 


*  See  Tatler,  Vol.  T.  N<^  8  ;  Vol.  II,  N^  8r  ;  notes 
on  Q^  Curtiuf^  who  though  he  was  wholly  unknown  to 
the  learned,  or  at  leaft  not  mentioned  by  any  author  till 
near  looo  years  after  his  own  time,  yet  what  remains  of 
his  book  is  confidered  as  a  genuine  and  true  hiftory  of 
Alexander. 


K   2  N°2IO. 
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N°2io.     Saturday,  Auguft  12,  171G. 
STEELE. 

Sheer-Ianc,  Auguft  10. 

I  DID  myfelf  the  honour  this  day  to  make  a 
vifit  to  a  lady  of  quality,  who  is  one  of  thofe 
that  are  ever  railing  at  the  vices  of  the  age  5 
but  mean  only  one  vice,  becaufe  it  is  the  only 
vice  they  are  not  guilty  of.  She  v^ent  fo  far 
as  to  fall  foul  on  a  young  w^oman,  who  has  had 
imputations  ;  but  whether  they  were  juft  or 
not,  no  one  knows  but  herfelf.  However  that 
is,  fhe  is  in  her  prefent  behaviour  modeft, 
humble,  pious,  and  difcreet.  I  thought  it  be- 
came  me  to  bring  this  cenforious  lady  to  i-ea- 
fon,  and  let  her  fee,  fhe  was  a  much  mt  more 
vitious  woman  than  the  perfon  fhe  fpoke  of. 

*'  Madam,"  faid  I,  "  you  are  very  fevere 
*'  to  this  poor  young  woman,  for  a  trefpafs 
**  which  1  believe  Heaven  has  forgiven  her, 
"  and  for  which,  you  fee,  fhe  is  for  ever  out 
"  of  countenance."  "  Nay,  Mr.  Bicker- 
«•  STAFF,"  fhe  interrupted,  *'  if  you  at  this 
**  time  of  day  contradid:  people  of  virtue,  and 

**  fland   up   for  ill   women" "  No,    no, 

*[  Madam,"  faid  I,  **  not  fo  fad  j  fhe  is  re- 

*'  claimed, 
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claimed,  and  I  fear  you  never  will  be.  Nay, 
nay,  Madam,  do  not  be  in  a  paffion  ;  but 
*'  let  me  tell  you  what  you  are.  You  are  in- 
"  deed  as  good  as  your  neighbours ;  but  that 
**  is  being  very  bad.  You  are  a  woman  at 
*'  the  head  of  a  family,  and  lead  a  perfe(S  town* 
"  lady's  life.  You  go  on  your  own  way,  and 
*'  confult  nothing  but  your  glafs.  What  im- 
*'  perfections  indeed  you  fee  there,  you  im- 
"  mediately  mend  as  faft  as  you  can.  You 
*'  may  do  the  fame  by  the  faults  I  tell  you  of; 
*'  for  they  are  much  more  in  your  power  to 
^*  correft. 

'*  You  are  to  know  then,  that  you  vifiting 
*'  ladies,  that  carry  your  virtue  from  houfe  to 
^'  houfe  with  fo  much  prattle  i|i  each  other's 
*'  applaufe,  and  triumph  over  other  people's 
'^  faults,  I  grant  you,  have  but  the  fpecula- 
'*  tion  of  vice  in  your  own  converfations  5  but 
*^  promote  the  pradice  of  it  in  all  others  you 
^'  have  to  do  with.  , 

''  As  for  you,  Madam,  your  time  pafTes 
^'  away  in  drelfing,  eating,  fleeping,  and  pray- 
^*  ing.  When  you  rife  in  a  morning,  I  grant 
"  you  an  hour  fpent  very  well ;  but  you  come 
^'  out  to  drefs  in  fo  froward  an  humour,  that 
the  poor  girl,  who  attends  you,  curfes  her 
very  being  in  that  ihe  is  your  fervant,  for 
^'  the  peeviih  things  you  fay  to  her.  When 
*'  this  poor  creature  is  put  into  a  way,  that 
^*  good  or  evil  are  regarded  but  as  they  relieve 
f^  }i?r  from  the  hours  {he  has  and  muft  pafs 
K  3  with 
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*^  with  vou ;  the  next  you  have  to  do  with  is 
*'  your  coachman  and  footmen.  They  convey 
**  your  lady(hip  to  church.  While  you  are 
"  praying  there,  they  are  curfing,  fwearing, 
**  and  drinking  in  an  ale-houfe.  During  the 
"  time  alfo  which  your  ladyfliip  fets  apart  for 
**  Heaven,  you  are  to  know,  that  your  cook 
*^  is  fweating  and  fretting  in  preparation  for 
"  your  dinner.  Soon  after  your  meal  you 
**  make  vifits,  and  the  whole  world  that  be- 
**  longs  to  you  fpeaks  all  the  ill  of  you  which 
*«  you  are  repeating  of  others.  You  fee  Ma- 
*'  dam,  whatever  way  you  go,  all  about  you 
*'  are  in  a  very  broad  one.  The  morality  of 
'*  thefe  people  it  is  your  proper  bufmefs  to  en- 
"  quire  into ;  and  until  you  reform  them,  you 
•*  had  beft  let  your  equals  alone  ;  otherwife,  if 
*'  1  allow  you  you  are  not  vitious,  you  muft 
"  allow  me  you  are  not  virtuous/* 

I  took  my  leave,  and  received  at  my  coming 
home  the  following  letter  : 

**    Mr.  BiCKERSTAFF, 

*'  I  HAVE  lived  a  pure  and  undefiled  vir- 
**  gin  thefe  twenty-feven  years  ;  and  I  affure 
**  you,  it  is  with  great  grief  and  forrow  of 
**  heart  I  tell  you,  that  1  become  weary  and 
**  impatient  of  the  derifion  of  the  gigglers  of 
**  our  fex  ;  who  call  me  old  maid,  and  tell 
?f  me,  I  fhall  lead  apes.     If  you  are  truly  a 
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^*  patron  of  the  diftreffed,  and  an  adept  in  af- 
^*  trology,  you  will  advife  whether  1  fhall,  or 
"  ought  to  be  prevailed  upon  by  the  imperti- 
*'  nencies  of  my  own,  fex,  to  give  way  to  the 
'*  importunities  of  yours.  I  aflure  you,  I  am 
^*  furrounded  with  t>oth,  though  at  prefent 
^'  forlorn. 

''  I  am,  &c.'' 

I  muft  defer  my  anfw^er  to  this  lady  out  of  a 
point  of  chronology.  She  fays,  fhe  has  been 
twenty-feven  years  a  maid ;  but  I  fear,  ac- 
cording to  a  common  error,,  fhe  dates  her  vir- 
ginity from  her  birth,  which  is  a  very  erro- 
neous method ;  for  a  woman  of  twenty  is  no 
more  to  be  thought  chafte  fo  many  years,  than 
a  man  of  that  age  can  be  faid  to  have  been  fo 
Jong  valiant.  We  muft  not  allow  people  the 
favour  of  a  virtue,  until  they  have  been  under 
the  temptation  to  the  contrary.  A  woman  is 
not  a  maid  until  her  birth- day-,  as  we  call  it, 
of  her  fifteenth  year.  My  plaintiff  is  therefore 
defired  to  inform  me,  whether  fhe  is  at  prefent 
in  her  tv/enty-eighth  or  forty-third  year,  and 
|he  fhall  be  difpatchcd  accordingly  *. 

St.  James's  Coffee-houfe,  Augufl:  11  f. 
A  merchant  came  hither  this  morning,  and 
read  a  letter  from  a  correfpondent  of  his  at 

K  4  Milan. 

*  N°  212,  Let.  3. 
t  T'his  article  and    N.  B.  from  St.  James's  wanting  in 
^11  the  later  editiuns  of  the  Tati-er,  are  now  reftored. 
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Milan.  It  was  dated  the  7th  inftant,  N.  S, 
The  following  is  an  abftrad  of  it.  On  the 
25th  of  the  laft  month,  five  thoufand  men 
were  on  their  march  in  the  Lamponrdan,  under 
the  command  of  general  Wezell,  having  re- 
ceived 


from  the  original  Paper  in  fcHo^  merely  for  the  fake  of  re- 
marks, that  tend  to  elucidate  the  hiftory  of  this  work,  and 
of  the  period  in  which  it  was  written. 

In  a  preceding  note  on  N^  190,  fomethinghas  been  faid 
of  the  ■political  Lucubrations  which  began  about  this 
time.  Of  the  papers  which  come  under  this  denomination, 
it  may  be  fuppoled,  that  fome  parts  might  be  reprehenfible; 
and  there  was  this  objection  to  them  all,  that  they  were 
violations  on  the  plan  oi  the  work,  and  tranfgreflions  of 
that  neutrality  in  politics  which  was  ftipulated,  underftood^ 
or  expe£led.  Be  this  as  it  may,  whether  fuch  papers  were 
cenfurable  or  not  cenfurable,  Steej^e  certainly,  by  the 
publication  of  them,  drew  much  cenfure  upon  himfelf; 
more  perhaps  than  was  juft,  if  he  had  even  been,  whicl^ 
yet  he  was  not,  the  author  as  well  as  the  editor  of  them  all. 
Prior  was  probably  an  early,  and  a  fevere  cenfurer  on  this 
occafion.  It  fs  well  known  Prior  had  now  deferted  the  whig- 
party,  and  that  he  was  about  this  time,  for  whatever  caufe, 
expelled  the  Kit-Cat-Club.  He  records  his  own  expul- 
fion  in  the  fixth  number  of  the  Examiner^  which  he  wrote 
in  ridicule  of  Dr.  Garth*s  verfes  to  lord  Gcdolphin,  oi^ 
his  refignation,  Aug.  8,  17 10. 

Prior's  Paper  is  dated  from  Aug.  31,  to  Sept.  7,  1710^ 
and  was  anfwered  in  a  very  pointed  manner,  the  week  fol- 
lowing, in  the  lirft  number  of  the  Whig-Exanii?ier,  Ad- 
dison's mafterly  anfwer  probably  abated  the  fupcrabundant 
zeal  of  the  new  convert,  and  heightened  his  impatience  for 
the  arrival  of  his  friend  from  Ireland,  in  the  expecf^ation  of 
whofe  fpeedy  and  powerful  affiftance,  the  Examiner  exults, 
at  the  clofe  of  his  fifth  number. 

It  is  ftill  more  probable,  that  Swift,  who  feems  to  have 
been  the  expected  friend  and  afliftantj,  yvould  not  fdently 

fee 
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ceived  orders  from  his  Catholic  majefty  to  joia 
him  in  his  camp  with  all  poffible  expedition. 
The  duke  of  Anjou  foon  had  intelhgence  of 
their  motion,  and  took  a  refolution  to  decamp, 
in  order  to  intercept  them,    within  a  day's 

march 


fee  BiCKERSTAFF  falling,  and  relapfrng  into  unpardonable 
errors,  by  ftepping  injudicioufly  out  of  his  affumed  cha- 
ra£^er,  and  divefting  the  dignity  of  Britifh  Cenfor,  to  write 
as  a  partifan.     See  N^  195,  Let,  i. 

Swift  tells  Mrs.  Johnson,  in  a  letter  dated  Sept.  TO, 
1 7 10,  "  Steele  will  certainly  loofe  his  Gazetteer's  place, 
*'  all  the  world  detefting  his  engaging  in  parties.'*  Swift's 
«'  Works,"  Vol.  XXII.  p.  7.  cr.  8vo. 

But  the  mofl:  certain  thing  is,  that  the  cenfurable,  or  at 
leaft  the  cenfured  Lucubrations  in  queftion,  gave  birth 
to  the  weekly  paper  called  the. Examiner,  in  which  there 
are  many  animadverfions  on  Steele  and  his  politics,  pen- 
ned for  the  moft  part  with  fo  much  malignity  and  fo  little 
wit,  that  "now,  when  perfonal  malice  is  pafTed,"  they  coun- 
teract the  ends  of  their  publication.  A  perfon  treated  in  this 
fcurrilous  way,  is  like  one  branded  in  the  hand  with  a  cold 
iron ;  there  may  be  ignominious  terms  and  words  of  infamy 
in  the  ftamp,  but  they  leave  no  impreffion  behind  them. 

The  fcurrility  of  the  Examiner  is  very  blameable;  and 
in  this  refpe^t  the  Medley^  one  of  the  papers  oppofed  to  it 
by  Mr.  Maynwaring  and  others,  is  likewife  exception- 
able. If  what  has  been  faid  be  true,  that  a  good  caufc 
needs  no  bitternefs  to  fupport  it,  and  that  a  bad  one  can- 
not fubfift  without  it,  the  political  champions  of  this  pe- 
riod incline  us  to  judge  unfavourably  of  both  parties.  Cer- 
tainly, if  they  were  not  both  wrong  in  fome  inftances, 
they  had  in  very  many,  reafon  enough  to  blame  their  ad- 
vocates. 

But  it  is  of  the  E^xaminer  on]y^  fo  often  mentioned  in  the 

courfe  of  thefe  Notes,  that  it  feems  proper   here  to  fay 

fomething  more  particular.     This  Tory-paper  was  begun, 

|:qfi4u6ted5  and  fu|)p.Qrted  throughout^  by  the  miniftry  of 

"        '       -  '^  the 
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march  of  our  army.  '  The  king  of  Spain  was 
apprehenfive  the  enemy  might  make  fuch  ^ 
movement,  and  commanded  general  Stan^. 
HOPE  with  a  body  of  horfe,  confifting  of  four^ 
teen  fquadrons,  to  obferve  their  courfe,  and 

prevent 


the  four  laft  years  of  Q^  Anne.  The  firft  number  bears 
date  Aug.  3,  1710,  and  the  laft  in  the  original  edition  in 
folio,  now  before  this  writer,  and  fuppofed  to  be  complete, 
is  intituled  Vol.  VI.  N^  19,  and  dated  July  26, 17  14. 

"  Swift  (fays  Dr.  Johnson)  wrote  thirty  three 
^'  papers  in  the  Examiner^  and  may  be  allowed  to  have  the 
*'  advantage  in  argument ;  for  where  a  wide  fyftem  of  con- 
*'  du(Sl,  and  the  whole  of  a  public  chara6ier  is  laid  open 
*'  to  enquiry,  the  accufer  having  the  choice  of  fa6ts,  muf^ 
^'  be  very  unfkilful  if  he  does  not  prevail  ;  but  with  re- 
*'  gard  to  wit,  I  am  afraid  none  of  Swift*s  papers  will  be 
^'  found  equal  to  thofe  by  which  Addison  oppofed  him." 
*'  Lives  of  Englifli  Poets,"  Vol.  III.  p.  397.  Edit.  8vo. 
1781. 

Dr.  Johnson  feems  to  allude  here  to  Addison's  *' Whig- 
*«  Examiner,"  "  of  which  (fays  he)  Swift  remarks  witli 
*'  exultation,  that  it  is  now  down  among  the  dead  men.  He 
*'  might  well  (fays  he)  rejoice  at  the  death  of  that  which 
*  **  he  could  not  have  killed.  Every  reader  (he  adds)  muft 
*'  wifh  for  more  IVhig-ExaminerSy  for  on  no  occafion  was 
*'  the  genius  of  Addison  more  vigoroufly  exerted,  and  oi^ 
"  none  did  the  fuperiority  of  his  wit  more  evidently  ap- 
"  pear."     Ibidem,  Vol.  II.  p.  379. 

This  judgment  let  who  will  controvert.  In  one  inftance, 
it  is  not  exprefi'ed  with  the  author's  ufu^l  accuracy,  there 
being  no  papers  now  extant,  hy  which  it  can  be  faid  witK 
certainty,  or  ftri<St  propriety  of  fpeech,  that  Addison  op- 
pofed Swift.  It  is  vifible  from  the  dates  of  x\\q  Whig- 
Examiner^  of  which  there  are  in  all  but  five  numbers,  that  it 
ivas  finally  dropt  before  Swift  made  his  firft  appearance  in 
the  Tory- Examiner  \  nor  perhaps  was  Addison  the  fole 
>VTiter  of  the  Whig-Examiner,  for  Mr.  Maynwarin* 
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prevent  their  paflage  over  the  rivers  Segra  and 
Noguera,  between  Lerida  and  Balaguer,  It  hap- 
pened to  be  the  firft  day  that  officer  had  appeared 
abroad  after  a  dangerous  and  violent  fever ; 
but  he  received  the  king*s  commands  on  this 

occafion 


was  confiderably  concerned  in  it  ;  and  it  was  laid  down  on 
purpofe,  to  make  way  for  the  Medley,  each  number  of 
which  is  afligned  to  its  proper  author,  jn  "  The  Life  and 
^'  Pofthumous  Writings  of  Arthur  MAYNWARiNG,Efq;'* 
8vo.  1715. 

Swift,  in  a  letter  to  Mrs.  Johnson,  dated  Nov.  3, 
1 71 1,  gives  the  following  account  of  the  firft  volume  of 
the  Examiner^  which  confifts  of  52  numbers.  "  1  have 
"  fent  to  Leigh  the  fet  of  Examiners ;  the  firft  13  numbers 
*'  were  written  by  feveral  hands,  fome  good,  fome  bad  ; 
,"  the  next  three- and-thirty  were  all  by  one  hand,  that  makes 
"  fi^^y'fi^  i  ^hen  that  author,  whoever  he  was,  laid  it  down 
"  on  purpofe  to  confound  guefiers,  and  the  laft  fix  were 
."  written  by  a  woman  (Mrs.  D.  Manley.)"  SeeSwiFT*s 
*'  Works,"  Vol.XXIlI.  p.  81,  &c.  crown  8vo,  1769. 

This  account,  which  is  both  circumftantial  and  confi- 
dental,  is  flatly  contradidled  by  Dr.  Hawkesworth,  in 
a  note  which  he  certainly  would  not  have  written,  if  he  had 
confulted  the  Examiner  in  folio*  The  original  thirteenth  num- 
per  was  left  out  by  Barber,  when  he  reprinted  the  Exa~ 
?niner  in  i2mo;  and  Dr.  Hawkseworth,  by  trufting  to 
Barber's  copy,  has  mifnumbered  the  Examiners  in  the 
8th  volume  of  his  edition  of  Swift's  "  Works  ;"  the  Pa- 
per marked  N*"  XIII.  in  his  edition  being  N^  XIV.  in  the 
original,  i^  Jic  de  ccsteris.  The  number  omitted  by  defign, 
or  by  accident,  contains  a  curious  defence  of  paflive  obe- 
dience, and  perhaps  is  not  inferior  either  in  fophiftry,  or 
in  ribaldry,  to  any  paper  in  the  Exajniner, 

Swift  elfewhere  fays,  "  about  a  dozen  of  thefe  papers, 
f*  under  the  title  of  Ti'he  Examiner^  written  with  much  fpi- 
*'  rit  and  fliarpnefs,  fome  by  Mr,  Secretary  St.  John, 
f  others  by  Y)i*  Atterbury,  and  others  again  by  Mr. 

J'  JPrior, 
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occafion  with  a  joy  which  furmounted  his  pre- 
fent  weaknefs,  and  on  the  27th  of  laft  month 
came  up  with  the  enemy  on  the  plains  of  Ba- 
laguer.  The  duke  of  Anjou's  rear-guard, 
confining  of  twenty-fiix  fcjuadrons,  that  general 

fent 


^'  Prior,  Dr.  Friend,  &c.  were  republlfhed  with  great 
*'  applaufe.  But,  thefe  gentlemen  being  grown  weary  of 
^'  the  work,  or  otherwife  employed,  the  determination  was, 
**  that  I  fhould  continue  it,  which  1  did  accordingly  eight 
^'  months.  But  my  ftyle  being  foon  difcovered,  and  hav- 
*'  ing  contraded  a  great  number  of  enemies,  I  let  it  fall 
**  into  other  hands,  who  held  it  up  in  fame  manner  until  her 
«  majefty's  death."  Swift's  "  Works,"  Vol.  XV.  p. 
^6.  cr.  8vo. 

The  nth  and  12th  numbers  of  the  Examiner  have  beeii 
^fcribed  to  Dr.  William  King,  who  is  faid  to  have  beea 
the  original  publilher,  or  oftenfible  author  of  the  paper  till 
it  devolved  on  Swift  j  and  ^'  Mr.  Pops  and  Dr.  Ar- 
*'  BUTHNOT,  with  fome  other  of  their  clan,  are  reported 
*'  to  have  put  their  hands  fometimes  to  the  fame  plough.'* 
*'  Memoirs  of  Mrs.  Oldfi£LD,"  p.  46. 

Swift's  firft  paper  in  the  Examiner^  is  the  fourteenth 
number  of  the  edition  in  folio  ^  dated  Nov.  2,  17 10,  his  laft 
is  N°  45,  of  the  fame  edition,  dated  June  7,  1711,  and 
his  papers  make  in  all  thirty-three  numbers.  But  it  appears 
from  Swift's  own  acknowledgements  to  Mrs.  Johnson, 
that  he  wrote,  befides  the  papers  above-mentioned,  the  firft 
part  of  N°  46,  and  that  he  continued  to  give  hints,  and 
dicSlate  occafionally,  as  far  at  leaft  as  N°  21,  Vol.  III.  See 
Swift's  "  Works,"  edit,  ut  fupra^  Vol.  XXII.  p.  260, 
264,  and  284.  Vol.  XIX.  p.  134.  and  Vol.  XXIII.  p. 
Iq8. 

This  being  the  cafe,  it  is  not  fo  certain  as  Dr.  Hawkes- 
Worth  fuppofes,  that  the  additional  Examiners  afcribed  to 
Swift  in  the  Irifh  edition  of  his  works,  afford  any  proof 
that  the  Dean  did  not  revife  that  edition;  for  by  his  owa 
^onfeilion,  he  continued  the  Examiner  eighj  months.  See 

Swift'*, 
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fent  intelligence  of  their  pofture  to  the  king^ 
and  defired  his  majefty's  orders  to  attack  them. 
Daring  the  time  which  he  waited  for  his  in- 
ftru^lions,  he  made  his  difpofition  for  the 
charge,  which  was  to  divide  themfelves  into 

three 


Swift's  '*  Works,"  ut  Jupra^  and  Vol.  L  Preface,  p.  xlli. 
But  talcing  things  juft  as  Swift  ftates  them,  what  can  be 
faid  for  his  afFt6ting  to  deny  in  toto,  his  being  any  way 
concerned  in  the  Examiner?  His  very  cautious  words, 
wfiich  he  fays,  he  made  ufe  of  to  Addison,  and  50  others, 
are  very  remarkable,  "  I  had  not  the  lead  hand  in  v/riting 
*'  any  of  thefe  papers."  If  Swift's  acknowledgements  to 
Mrs.  Johnson  of  occafional  hints,  &c.  had  any  meaning, 
they  certainly  meant  to  inform  her,  that  he  had  {\.\\\  fame 
concern  in  the  Examiner.  It  feems  therefore  impolfible 
for  a  reader,  v/ith  this  recollection,  to  enter  into  Swift's 
outrageous  refentment  at  Steele's  intimating,  in  no  very- 
uncivil  manner,  a  belief  that  his  eflranged  fnertd  was  "  an 
*'  accomplice  of-the  Examiner." 

In  the  latter  part  of  SwIft's  life,  aiflI6lion  throws  a  fa- 
crednefs  around  him,  that  fets  difcernment  and  difcrimi- 
nation  at  defiance.  But  in  his  beft  condition,  his  virulent 
treatment  of  Steele,  on  this  and  other  occafions,  and 
very  many  unaccountable  inftanees  of  infolence  and  ca- 
price, feem  to  have  been  indications,  or  ebullitions  of  that 
infanity,  that  afterwards  overpowered  him. 

The  reader  will  be  better  pleafed,  perhaps,  to  judge  of 
this  for  himfelf,  and  is  therefore  referred  to  the  paflages 
before- quoted^  to  Guard.  N**  53,  and  to  the  ripping  let- 
ters it  occafiojied,  which  he  will  find  in  Swift's  "  Works," 
ut fupra^  Vol.  XVll.  p.  99.  ^  feq.  He  may  likewife,  only 
for  curiofity,  turn  to  Vol.  XiX.  p.  144,  156.  where  he 
will  find  Swift's  own  account  of  a  quarrel  not  very  dif- 
fimilar,  with  lord  Lansdown,  during  the  time  when 
Swift  certainly  wrote  the  Examiner,  as  he  tells  Mrs. 
Johnson,  •'  by  the  encouragement  and  diredtion  of  the 

"  great 
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three  bodies;  one  to  be  commanded  by  him- 
felf  in  the  centre,  a  body  on  the  right  by  count 
Maurice  of  Naflau,  and  the  third  on  the  left 
by  the  earl  of.  Rochford.  Upon  the  receipt 
of  his  majefty's  direction  to  attack  the  enemy, 

the 


"  great  men^  who  affured  h'lm^  that  they  were  all   true." 
See  utfupra^  Vol.  XXII.  p.  120. 

From  a  licentious  allufion  in  Guard.  N°  53,  it  is  prob- 
able, that  Mrs.  D.  Manley  wrote,  or  was  fuppofed  to 
have  written,  more  than  the  fix  Jaft  numbers  of  the  firft 
volume  of  the  Examiner  ;  and  it  is  certain,  that  the  pa- 
per was  committed  latterly  to  the  management  of  a  Mr. 
OLDiswoRTH,butftiIl  under  the  direction  and  controul  of 
theminiftry,  perhaps  of  Dr.  Friend  and  Swift  in  con- 
junction, or  of  Swift  in  particular,  who  fpeaksof  this  man, 
Sometimes  rather  favourably,  and  at  other  times  contemp- 
tuoufly  enough. 

*'  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (fays  he)  fent  the 
*'  author  of  the  Examiner  20  guineas;  he  is  an  ingenious 
*'  fellow,  but  the  moft  confounded  coxcomb  in  the  world." 
Swift's  '«  Works,"  ut  fupra.  Vol.  XIX.  p.  256.  "  1 
"  have  inftrudted  an  under -fpur -leather  to  write  fo,  that  \t 
«  is  taken  for  mine."  Ibidem,  Vol.  XXIll.  p.  61.  I 
*'  dined  in  the  city  with  Dr.  Friend,  not  among  my  mer- 
*'  chants,  but  with  a  fcrub  injirument  of  m  if  chief  of  mine^* 
&c.  Ibid,  Vol.  XXII.  p.  274.  ''  My  man  made  a  biun- 
*'  der  this  morning,  and  Jet  up  a  vifitor,  when  I  had  or- 
*'  dered  to  fee  nobody,  fo  I  was  forced  to  hurry  a  hang- 
*'  dog  injirument  of  mine  into  my  bed  chamber^  and  keep  him 
*'  cooling  his  heels  there  above  an  hour."  Ibidem,  Vol. 
XXIII.  p.  92. 

It  feems,  that  Oldisworth,  though  an  advocate  for 
non-refiftance,  took  up  arms  againft  his  lawful  fovereign, 
for  he  is  faid  to  have  been  killed  in  the  battle  of  Prefton. 
*'  Weekly  Packet,"  N?  183,  Jan.  7,  1716.  But  this  ac- 
count of  his  death  was  moft  probably  premature  ;  for  Mr. 

Nichols 
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the  general  himfelf  charged  with  the  ntmofl 
vigour  and  refolution,  while  the  earl  of  Roch- 
FORD  and  count  Maurice  extended  themfelves 
on  his  right  and  left,  to  prevent  the  advantage 
the  enemy  might  make  of  the  fuperiority  of 

their 


Nichols  fays,  that  Mr.  Oldisworth  died  Sept.  15, 
1734,  "  Supplement  to  Swift's  Works,"  Vol.  1.  p.  47* 
Note. ' 

The  fifth  paper  of  the  firft  volume  of  the  Examiner  is  a 
critique  on  the  palTage  here  reftored  from  the  Tatler  in 
folio^  written  with  a  great  affe6lation  of  wit  ;  but  the  re- 
marks being  for  the  moft  part  political,  have  nothing  to 
do  here. 

"  We  too  are  forry  (fays  the  writer)  for  the  lofs  of  the 
''  E.  of  RocHFORD  ;  but  I  am  afraid  Isaac  Bicker- 
*'  STAFF,  who  now  compliments  him  with  the  title  of 
''^  heroic  youths  has  forgot  the  Tatler  of  Tun^  Gun,  and 
Fijiol,''     This  feems  to  refer  to  N°  24. 

in  the  conclufion  of  the  paper,  Steele  is  reproached 
for  meddling  with  matters  of  {late,  and  warned  in  a  con- 
temptuous manner,  with  a  reference  no  doubt  of  his  being 
Gazetteer,  &c.  to  take  care  of  himfelf .  Arguments  of  a  dif- 
ferent kind,  it  is  faid,  were  made  ufe  of  about  this  time  to 
detach  Steele  from  his  party^  equally  in  vain.*  The 
writer  concludes  his  paper  with  the  following  P.  S. 

"  The  Tatler,  in  his  laft,  promifes  us,  that  as 
*'  the  town  fills  he  will  be  wittier  :  I  am  forry  for  his 
"  fake,  it  has  been  empty  fo  long.  I  believe  he  will  be 
"  fhortly  as  good  as  his  word,  for  his  friends  I  hear  are 
"  coming  from  Ireland.  I  expecSb  too  fome.  of  my  friends 
*'  from  the  fame  country  ;  and  as  he  is  to  be  new- rigged 
"  out  for  a  wit,  fo  I  do  not  queftion  but  that  there  wmU 
"  from  thence  too  come  frefh  materials  for  an  Examiner.'** 
N'^S,  Vol.  I. 

This  paflage  feems  to  imply,  that  the  tory-miniftry  had 
a£lually  engaged  Swift  in  their  intereft,  before  his  com- 
ing into  England  in  September  1710^  and  that,  in  expec- 
tation 
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their  numbers.  What  appears  to  have  mifled 
the  enemy's  general  in  this  affair  was,  that  it 
was  not  fuppoled  pradicable  that  the  confe- 
derates would  attack  him  till  they  had  received 
a  reinforcement.    For  this  reafon  he  purfued 

his 


tation  of  his  arrival,  they  had  already  provided  a  proper 
employment  for  his  pen.  It  is  confidently  affirmed,  that 
the  do(5lor  had  before  this  made  an  offer  of  fimilar  fervice 
to  lord  GoDOLPHiN,  urho  had  a  thorough  contempt  for 
hireling  writers,  and  rejed^ed  the  propofal  with  difdain. 
See  "  The  Life  and  Pofthumous  Works  of  Arthur 
"  Maynwaring,  Efq;"  8vo,  1715,  p.  158,  168. 

If  credit  is  to  be  given  to  the  authority  above-mention- 
ed, the  Treafurer's  refufal  of  fuch  profer'd  fervice,  in  cori- 
currence  with  other  motives,  probably  induced  SwrfT  to 
make  the  Examiner  a  channel  to  convey  his  malice,  and 
refentment  into  the  world.  Certainly  there  are  very  many 
pafTages  in  Swift's  own  writings,  that  feem  to  counte- 
nance, if  not  to  warrant  this  fuppofition.  Such  among 
others  are  the  following. 

"  My  lord  Treafurer  (Godolphin)  received  me  with  a 
*'  great  deal  of  coldnefs,  which  has  enraged  me  fo,  I  am 
*'  almoft  vowing  revenge.^*  Swift's  "  Works,"'  ut  fupra* 
Vol.  XXII.  p.  4>  "  1  am  a  little  piqued  in  honour  to  let 
*'  people  fee  I  am  not  defpifed."     Ibid.  p.  2O4. 

Ahtt  talking  treafon  heartily  for  an  hour  and  an  half  with 
lordRADHORy  he  fays,  "  and  1  am  come  home  rolling  re- 
•'  fentments  in  my  mind,  framing  fchemes  of  revenge  :  full 
*'  of  which  (having  written  down  fome  hints)  1  go  to 
"  bed,'*  Ibid.  p.  8.  Speaking  of  the  Whigs,  he  fays,  ''But 

•'  who  the  devil  cares  what  they  think? Rot  'em,  for 

*'  ungrateful  dogs  ;  I'll  make  them  repent  their  ufage  before 
<*  I  leave  this  place."  Ibid.  p.  68.  Another  paflage  to 
this  purpofe  is  remarkable,  as  it  feems  to  imply  difTatisfac- 
tion  with  himfelf,  and  to  have  been  written  in  a  fober  mo- 
ment, and  in  confidence,  to  Mrs.  Johnson.  "  1  have 
*'  been  gaining  enemies  by  the  fcores,  and  friends  by  the 

"  couples. 
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his  march  without  facing  about,  till  we  were 
aftually  coming  on  to  engagement.  General 
Stanhope's  dilpofition  made  it  imprafticable 

*'  couples,  which  is  againft  the  rules  of  wifdom  ;  becaufe 
*'  they  fay^  one  enemy  can  do  more  hurt,  than  ten  friends 
*'  can  do  good.  But  I  have  had  my  revenge  at  leaji^  if  I  get 
*'  nothing  elfe.  And  fo  let  ^ate  govern."  Ibid.  p.  270.  Se« 
alfo  Vol  XXIL  p.  3r,  42.  Vol.  XIV.  p.  46,  73.  and 
Vol!  XIX.  p.  62,  64,  65. 

On  this  fuppofition,  which,  to  fay  the  very  leaft  of  it, 
is  not  improbable,  it  muft  neceffarily  follow,  that  Swift's 
refidence  in  London  in  the  years  1708,  1709,  and  17 10, 
Under  the  notion  of  a  folicitor  for  the  remiffion  of  the  firft- 
fruits,  &c.  payable  to  the  crown  by  the  clergy  of  Ireland, 
was  chiefly  on  purpofe  to  profecute  his  own  ambitious  and 
felfilh  views,  under  a  poor  pretext  for  relinquilhing  his 
ftation  in  the  church.  To  dojuftice  to  this  fuppofition, 
it  ought  to  beobferved,  that  the^odd,  ungraceful  manner  ia 
which  Swift  wriggled  himfelf  into  this  oftenfible  employ- 
itient,  is  very  remarkable,  as  the  reader  may  fee  from  an 
undated  letter  to  archbifliop  King,  Vol.  XIV.  p.  34.  and 
the  feven  following  letters  dated  in  1708  and  1709  ;  nor  is 
it  lefs  remarkable,  that  though  two  Infh  bifhops  had,  befcre 
his  introdu6lion  into  the  commiffion,  a  pecuniary  appoint- 
ment for  their  fervice  in  it,  yet  SwiFt  had  none,  as  plainly 
appears  from  a  pMTage  in  Vol.  XIV.  p.  158.  Swift, 
it  feems,  whilft  he  was  acSting  apparently  as  folicitor  in  this 
expenfive  and  troublefome  buiinefs,  without  fee  or  emolu- 
ment, was  in  the  meanwhile  really  making  his  own  markets 
with  miniftry  [Vol.  XIV.  p.  73];  for  even  in  1708,  he 
avows  his  purpofe  of  rnaking  his  fortune^  by  means  of  the 
bne  or  the  other  party  j  [Vol.  XiV.  p.  46.]  But  after  all, 
in  1716,  in  the  reign  of  George  I.  fpeaking  of  his  own 
principles^  he  avers,  rhat  he  was  akvays  a  whig  in  politics. 
See  Vol.  XIV.  p.  163. 

This  furely,  to  fpeak  in  his  own  ftyle,  muft  be  a  refine-^ 
ment ',  and  upon  the  whole,  it  feems,  that  Swift  made  no 
more  fcruple  than  if  he  had  been  himfelf  a  great  minifter, 
and  not  a  Chriftian,  «'  to  mould  the  alphabet  into  whatever 
**  words  he  pleafed." 

Vol;  IV.  L  of 
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to  do  It  at  that  time ;  count  Maurice  a-nd  tlie 
earl  of  Rochford  attacking  them  in  the  in- 
ftant  in  which  they  were  forming  themfelves. 
The  charge  was  made  with  the  greateft  gal- 
lantry, and  the  enemy  very  foon  put  into  fo 
great  diforder,  that  their  whole  cavahy  were 
commanded  to  fupport  their  rear-guard.  Upon 
the  advance  of  this  reinforcement,  all  thehorfe 
of  the  king  of  Spain  were  come  up  to  fuftain 
general  Stanhope,  infomuch,  that  the  battle 
improved  to  a  general  engagement  of  the  ca- 
valry of  bath  armies.  After  a  warm  difpute 
for  fome  time,  it  ended  in  the  utter  defeat  of 
all  the  duke  of  Anjou's  horfe.  Upon  the 
difpatch  of  thefe  advices,  that  prince  was  re- 
tiring towards  Lerida,  We  have  no  account 
of  any  confiderable  lofs  on  our  fide,  except  that 
boththofe  heroic  youths,  theearl  of  Rochfori> 
and  count  Nassau,  fell  in  this  aftion.  They 
were  you  know,  both  fons  of  perfons  who  had 
5t  great  place  in  the  confidence  of  your  late 
king  William  J  and  1  doubt  not  but  their 
deaths  will  endear  their  families,  which  were 
ennobled  by  him,  in  your  nation.  General 
Stanhope  has  been  reported  by  the  enemy 
dead  of  his  wounds  -,  but  he  received  only  a 
flight  contufion  on  the  flioulder. 

P.  S.  We  acknowledge  you  here  a  mighty 
brave  people ;  but  you  are  faid  to  love  quar- 
relling fo  well,  that  you  cannot  be  quiet  at 
home.  The  favourers  of  the  houfe  of  Bour- 
bon among  us  affirm,  that  this  Stanhope, 

wha> 
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who  could  as  it  were  get  our  of  his  fick-bed  to 
light  againft  their  king  of  Spain,  muft  be  of 
the  antimonarchical  party. 


N°  2li.       Tuefday,  Auguft  15,  1710, 
STEELE. 


—  Neqtieo  monftrdrey  i3  Jentio  tantum, 

Juv.  Sat.  vii.  ^S. 

What  I  can  fancy,  but  can  ne'er  exprefs. 

Dryden. 
Sunday,  Auguft  13. 

IP  there  were  no  other  confequences  of  it, 
but  barely  that  human  creatures  O'sx  this 
day  aflemble  themfelves  before  their  Creator, 
without  regard  to  their  ufiial  employments, 
their  minds  at  leifure  from  the  c^res  of  this 
life,  and  their  bodies  adorned  with  the  bed  at- 
tire they  can  beftow  on  them;  I  fay,  were  this 
mere  outward  celebration  of  a  Sabbath  all  that 
is  expected  from  men,  even  that  were  a  lauda- 
ble diftin6lion,  and  a  purpofe  worthy  the  hu- 
man nature.  But  when  there  is  added  to  it 
the  fublime  pleafure  of  Devotion,  our  being  is 
exalted  above  itfelf ;  and  he,  who  fpends  a  fe- 
venth  day  in  the  contemplation  of  the  next 
life,  will  not  eafily  fall  into  the  corruptions  of 
this,  in  the  other  fix.  They,  whenever  admit 
L  2  thoughts 
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thoughts  of  this  kind  into  their  imaginations, 
lofe  higher  and  fweeter  fatisfa6lions  than  can 
be  raifed  by  any  other  entertainment.  The 
mod  illiterate  man  who  is  touched  with  Devo- 
tion, and  ufes  frequent  exercifes  of  it,  contrafls 
a  certain  greatnefs  of  mind,  mingled  with  a 
noble  fimplicity,  that  raifes  him  above  thofe  of 
the  fame  condition ;  and  there  is  an  indelible 
mark  of  goodnefs  in  thofe  who  fincerely  pof- 
fefs  it.  It  is  hardly  poffible  it  fhould  be  other- 
wife;  for  the  fervors  oi  ^  pious  mind  will  na- 
turally contra6t  fuch  an  earneftnefs  and  atten- 
tion towards  a  better  being,  as  will  make  the 
ordinary  paffages  of  life  go  off  with  a  becoming 
indifference.  By  this  a  man  in  the  lowed  con- 
dition will  not  appear  mean,  or  in  the  moft 
iplendid  fortune  infolent. 

As  to  all  the  intricacies  and  viciffitudes,  un- 
der which  men  are  ordinarily  entangled  with 
the  utmoll  forrow  and  paffion,  one  who  is  de-- 
voted  to  HEAVEN,  whcn  he  falls  into  fuch  diffi- 
culties, is  led  by  a  clue  through  a  labyrinths 
As  to  this  world,  he  does  not  pretend  to  fkill 
in  the  mazes  of  it ;  but  fixes  his  thoughts  upon 
one  certainty,  that  he  (hall  foon  be  out  of  it. 
And  we  may  afk  very  boldly,  what  can  be  a 
more  fure  confolation  than  ta  have  an  hope  in 
death  ?  When  men  are  arrived  at  thinking  of 
their  very  diflblution  with  pleafure,  how  few 
things  are  there  that  can  be  terrible  to  them  \ 
Certainly,  nothing  can  be  dreadful  to  fuch 
fpirits,  but  what  would  make  death  terrible  to 

them. 
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them,  falfliood  towards  man,  or  impiety  to- 
wards heaven.  To  fuch  as  thefe,  as  there  are 
certainly  many  fuch,  the  gratifications  of  iniao^ 
cent  pleafiires  are  doubled,  even  with  reflec- 
tions upon  their  imperfection.  The  difap- 
pointments,  which  naturally  attend  the  great 
promifes  w^e  make  ourfeives  in  exp.eded  en- 
joyments, ftrike  no  damp  upon  fuch  men,  but 
only  quicken  their  hopes  of  foon  knowing 
joys,  which  are  too  pure  to  admit  of  allay  or 
fatiety. 

It  is  thought,  among  the  politer  fort  of 
mankind,  an  imperfe6lion  to  want  a  relifli  of 
any  of  thofe  things  which  refine  our  lives. 
This  is  the  foundation  of  the  acceptance  which 
Eloquence,  Mufic,  and  Poetry  make  in  the 
world ;  and  I  know  not  why  devotion,  confi- 
dered  merely  as  an  exaltation  of  our  happinefs, 
fhould  not  at  leaft  be  fo  far  regarded  as  to  be 
confidered.  It  is  poffible,  the  very  enquiry 
would  lead  men  into  fuch  thoughts  and  grati- 
fications, as  they  did  not  expeft  to  meet  with 
in  this  place.  Many  a  good  acquaintance  has 
been  loft  from  a  general  prepofTeflion  in  his 
disfavour,  and  a  fevere  afpeft  has  often  hid 
under  it  a  very  agreeable  companion. 

There  are  no  diftinguifliing  qualities  among 
men  to  which  there  are  not  falfe  pretenders ; 
but  though  none  is  more  pretended  to  than 
that  of  Devotion,  there  are,  perhaps,  fewer 
fuccefsful  impoftors  in  this  kind  than  any 
other.     There  is  fomething  fo  natively  great 

h  Z  and 
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and  good  In  a  perfon  that  is  truly  devout,  that 
an  aukvvard  man  may  as  well  pretend  to  be 
geuteel,  as  an  hypocrite  to  be  pious.  The 
conftraint  in  words  and  adions  are  equally 
vifibie  in  both  cafes ;  and  any  thing  fet  up  ir^ 
their  room  does  but  remove  the  endeavourers 
further  off  from  their  pretenfions.  But,  how- 
ever the  {^i\{t  of  true  Piety  is  abated,  there  is 
no  other  rnotive  of  adion  that  can  carry  us 
through  all  the  viciflitudes  of  life  with  alacrity 
and  refoljatiori.  But  Piety,  like  Philofophy, 
whvn  it  is  fuperficial,  does  hut  make  men 
appear  the  yvorje  for  it  ^  and  a  principle  that  is 
but  half  received  does  but  diftraft,  inftead  of 
guiding  our  behaviour.  When  I  reflefl:  upon 
the  unequal  condu6l  of  Lotius,  1  fee  many 
things  that  run  dire6lly  counter  to  his  interefl ; 
therefore  1  cannot  attribute  his  labours  for  the 
public  good  to  ambition.  When  I  confider 
his  difregard  to  his  fortune,  I  cannot  efteem 
him  covetous.  How  then  can  I  reconcile  his 
iiegledt  of  himfelf,  and  his  zeal  for  others  ?  I 
have  long  fufpe<^ted  him  to  be  '*  a  little  pious  •/' 
but  no  man  ever  hid  his  vice  with  greater 
caution,  than  he  does  his  virtue.  It  was  the 
praife  of  a  great  Roman,  ''  that  he  had  rather 
'*  be,  than  appear  good."  But  fuch  is  the 
weaknefs  of  Lotius,  that  I  dare  fay,  he  had 
rather  be  efteemed  irreligious  than  devout.  By 
I  know  not  what  impatience  of  raillery,  he  is 
wonderfully  fearful  of  being  thought  too  great 
a  believer.     A  hundred  little  devices  are  made 

-ufe 
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ufe  of  to  hide  a  time  of  private  Devotion  j  and 
he  will  allow  you  any  lufpicion  of  his  being 
ill  employed,  fo  you  do  not  tax  him  with  being 
well.     But  alas!  how  mean  is  fuch   a  beha- 
viour r  To  boaft  of  virtue,  is  a  moft  ridiculous 
way  of  difappointing  the  merit  of  it,  but  not 
fo  pitiful  as  that  of  being  afhamed  of  it.   How 
unhappy  is  the  wretch,  who  makes  the  moil 
abfolute  and  independent  motive  of  action  the 
caufe  of  perplexity    and   inconftancy  1    How 
different  a  figure  does  C-^licolo  *  make  with 
all  who  know  him!  His  great  and   fuperior 
mind,  frequently  exalted  by  the  raptures  of 
heavenly  meditation,  is  to  all  his  friends  of  the 
fame  ufe,  as  if  an  angel  wxre  to  appear  at  the 
decifion   of  their  difputes.     They   very   well 
underftand,    he  is  as  much  difmterefted  and 
unbiaffed  as  fuch  a  being.     He  confiders  all 
applications  made  to  him,  as  thofe  addreffes 
will  affect  his  own  application  to  heaven.    All 
his  determinations  are  delivered  with  a  beau- 
tiful  humility ;   and  he  pronounces   his   de- 
cifions  with  the  air  of  one  who  is  more  fre- 
quently a  fupplicant  than  a  judge. 

*  It  has  been  thought  that  this  is  one  of  Steele's  poli' 
ijca!  papers,  with  a  defign  to  contraft  the  character  of  Mr. 
Harley,  afterwards  lord  Oxford,  the  treafurer  then  in 
piHce,  with  that  of  lord  Godolphin,  who  was  his  lord- 
ship's immediate  predecefTor  ;  but  it  might  be  perhaps,  the 
refult  of  a  ferious  hour  of  felf-examination,  and  the  com- 
parifon  of  Steele's  own  charadler  as  a  pietift,  with  that  of 
bis  friend  Mr.  John  Hughes,  under  the  fi(^itious  names  of 
J^9tj(is  and  Qaliiolo* 

?-•  4  Thus 
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Thus  humble,  and  thus  great,  is  the  mar> 
who  is  moved  by  Piety,  and  exalted  by  Devo- 
tion. But  behold  this  recommended  by  the 
mafterly  hand  of  a  great  divine  i  have  here- 
tofore made  bold- with*. 

"  It  is  fuch  a  pleafure  as  can  never  cloy  or 
*'  overwork  the  mind  ;  a  delight  that  grows 
*^  and  improves  under  thought  and  refledtion  ^ 
*'  and  while  it  exercifes,  does  alfo  endear  it- 
"  felf  to  the  mind.  All  pleafnres  that  afFedl: 
*•  the  body  muft  needs  weary,  becaufe  they 
*'  tranfport;  and  all  tranfportation  is  a  vio- 
"  lence  ;  and  no  violence  can  be  lafling ;  but 
•'  determines  upon  the  falling  of  the  fpirits, 
*'  which  are  not  able  to  keep  up  that  height  of 
«*  motion  that  the  pleafure  of  the  fenfes  raifes 
^^  them  to.  And  therefore  how  inevitably 
**  does  an  immoderate  laughter  end  in  a  figh, 
**  which  is  only  nature's  recovering  itfelf  after 
*'  a  force  done  to  it :  but  the  religious  pleafure 
^'  of  a  well-difpofed  mind  moves  gently,  and 
*'  therefore  conftantly.     It  does  not  afte(51:  by 

rapture  and  ecftafy,  but  is  like  the  pleafure 

of  health,  greater  and  ftronger  than  thofe 
•*  that  call  up  the  fenfes  with  grolfer  and  more 
*'  affe<fting  impreflions.  No  man's  body  is  as 
*'  ftrong  as  his  appetites ;  but  Heaven  has 
*'  corrected  the  boundlcffnefs  of  his  volup- 
*'  tuous  defires  by  ftinting  his  ftrength,  and 
**  contracting  his  capacities. — 1  he  pleafure  of 

•  Dr.  South.     See  N**  61,  N®  205,  nctesi  and  Guar- 
dian, N°  135. 

the 
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^'  the  religious  man  is  an  eafy  and  a  portable 
"  pleaiure,  fuch  an  one  as  he  carries  about  in 
*'  his  boforn,  without  alarming  either  the  eye, 
^'  or  the  envy  ot  the  world.  A  man  putting 
^*  all  his  pleafures  into  this  one,  is  like  a 
^^  traveller  putting  all  his  goods  into  one 
^«  jewel ;  the  value  is  the  fame,  and  the  con- 
^'  venience  greater." 


]SJ°2i2.     Thurfday,  Auguft  17,  1710. 
STEELE. 


I 


From  my  own  Apartment,  Auguft  16. 

HAVE  had  much  importunity  to  anfwer 
the  following  letter: 

*'  Mr.  BiCKERSTAFP, 

*'  READING  over  a  volume  of  yours,  I 
find  the  words  Simplex  Munditiis  mentioned 
as  a  defcription  of  a  very  well-drefled  wo- 
man.^ I  beg  of  you,  for  the  fake  of  the 
fex,  to  explain  thefe  terms.  I  cannot  com- 
*'  prehend  what  my  brother  means,  when  he 
**  tells  me,  they  fignify  my  own  name,  which 
i*  is  Sir^  **  Your  humble  fervant, 

"  Plain  English." 

*  See  N"*  62. 

I  think 


<< 
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I  think  the  lady's  brother  has  given  us  a  very 
good  idea  of  that  elegant  expreffion ;  it  being 
the  greateft  beauty  of  fpeech  to  be  clofe  and 
intelligible.  To  this  end,  nothing  is  to  be 
more  carefully  confulted  than  plainnefs.  In  a 
lady's  attire  this  is  the  fingle  excellence;  for 
to  be,  what  fome  people  call,  fine,  is  the  fame 
vice  in  that  cafe,  as  to  be  florid,  is  in  writing 
or  fpeaking.  I  have  fludied  and  writ  on  this 
important  fubjedl,  until  I  almoft  defpair  of 
making  a  reformation  in  the  females  of  this 
ifland;  where  we  have  more  beauty  than  in 
any  fpot  in  the  univerfe,  if  we  did  not  difguife 
it  by  falfe  garniture,  and  detradt  from  it  by  im- 
pertinent improvements.  I  have  by  me  a  trea- 
tife  concerning  pinners  *,  which,  I  have  fomc 
hopes,  will  contribute  to  the  amendment  of  the 
prefent  head-drefies,  to  which  I  have  folid  and 
ijpanfweraBle  objections.  But  moft  of  the 
errors  in  that,  and  other  particulars  of  adorning 
the  head,  are  crept  into  the  world  from  the  ig- 
norance of  modern  tirewomen  -f* ;  for  it  is  come 
to  that  pafs,  that  an  aukward  creature  in  the 
firft  year  of  her  apprenticefhip,  that  can  hardly 
flick  a  pin,  fhall  take  upon  her  to  drefs  a  wo- 
man of  the  firft  quality.  However,  it  is  cer- 
tain, that  there  requires  in  a  good  tirewoman  a 
perfect  (kill  in  optics ;  for  all  the  force  of  or- 
nament is  to  contribute  to  the  intention  of  the 


»   See  N**  76. 
t  Sec  N*  79.  note. 
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eyes.  Thus  fhe,  who  has  a  mind  to  look 
killing,  muft  arm  her  face  accordingly,  and  not 
leave  her  eyes  and  cheeks  undreffed.  There 
is  Araminta,  vyho  is  fenfible  of  this,  that 
{he  never  will  fee  even  her  own  hufband,  with- 
out a  hod  ^  on.  Can  any  one  living  bear  to  fee 
Mifs  Gruel -f-,  lean  as  (he  is,  with^6fr  hair 
tied  back  after  the  modern  way  %  ^  ^^^  ^^^^  is 
the  folly  of  our  ladies,  that  becaufe  one  who  is 
a  beauty,  out  of  oftentation  of  her  being  fuch, 
takes  care  to  wear  fomething  that  fhe  knows 
cannot  be  of  any  confequence  to  her  com- 
plexion ;  I  fay,  our  women  run  on  fo  heed- 
iefsly  in  the  fai]iion,  that  though  it  is  the  in- 
tereft  of  fome  to  hide  as  much  of  their  faces 
ias  poffible,  yet  becaufe  a  leading  toaft  ap- 
peared with  a  backward  head  drejs^  the  reft 
fhall  follow  the  mode,  without  oblerving  that 
the  author  of  the  fafliion  affumed  it  becaufe  it 
could  become  no  one  but  herfelf. 

11  Flavia  is  ever  well-drefied,  and  always 
the  genteeleft  woman  you  meet:  but  the  make 

f  See  Spec.  N**  271.  p.  83. 

t  N^'  10,  Note^''  13. 
X  See  N«  67,  Let.  I. 

D  This  pi£liire  of  Flayia  is  the  vera  effigies  of  Mrs. 
Anne  Old^ielp,  for  whom  rt  Was  drawn.  See  *'  Me- 
*'  moirs  of  Mrs.  Oltdfield,"  under  the  name  of  Mr. 
Egerton,  p.  60.  ^Tatler,  N"  10  note^  N^  239;  verfet 
and  note-,  N^  210,  note-^  Spect.  N2  546;  and  Life  of  C. 
ClBBES.,   Vol.  L  p.  222,   2  Vols.  12010.  X756. 
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of  her  mind  very  much  contributes  to  the  or- 
nament of  her  body.  She  has  the  greateft 
iim.phcity  of  manners,  of  any  of  herfex.  This 
makes  every  thing  look  native  about  her,  and 
her  clothes  are  fo  exactly  fitted,  that  they  ap- 
pear, as  it  were,  part  of  her  perfon.  Every 
one  that  fees  her  knows  her  to  be  of  quality ; 
but  her  diftindion  is  owing  to  her  manner, 
and  not  to  her  habit.  Her  beauty  is  full  of 
attraction,  but  not  of  allurement.  There  is 
fuch  a  compofure  in  her  looks,  and  propriety 
in  her  drefs,  that  you  would  think  it  impoffi- 
ble  fhe  fhould  change  the  garb,  you  one  day 
fee  her  in,  for  any  thing  fo  becoming,  until 
you  next  day  fee  her  in  another.  There  is  no 
other  myftery  in  this,  but  that  however  fhe  is 
apparelled,  Ihe  is  herfelf  the  fame  :  for  there 
is  fo  immediate  a  relation  between  our  thoughts 
and  geftures,  that  a  woman  muft  think  well 
to  look  well. 

But  this  weighty  fubjeft  I  muft  put  off  for 
fome  other  matters,  in  which  my  correfpon- 
dents  are  urgent  for  anfwers ;  which  I  fliall  do 
where  I  can,  and  appeal  to  the  judgment  of 
others  where  1  cannot. 

"    Mr.  BiCKERSTAFF,  ^"2"^  ^S>  i7io- 

"  TAKING  the  air  the  other  day  on  horfe^ 
**  back  in  the  gree?j  lane  that  leads  to  South- 
*«  gate,  I  difcovered  coming  towards  me  a  per- 
"  fon  well  mounted  in  a  Majk  ;  and  I  accord- 
"  ingly  expeded,  as  any  one  would,  to  have 

been 
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"  been  robbed  *.  But  when  we  came  up  with 
**  each  other,  the  fpark,  to  my  greater  fur- 
•^  prize,  very  peaceably  gave  me  the  way  j 
*'  which  made  me  take  courage  enough  to  afk 
"  him,  if  he  mafqueraded,  or  how  ?  He  made 
me  no  anfwer,  but  ftill  continued  incognito. 
This  w'as  certainly  an  afs,  in  a  lion's  Ikin  j 
a  b^mlefs  bull- beggar,  who  delights  ta 
fright  innocent  people,  and  fet  them  a  gal- 
loping. I  bethought  myfelf  of  putting  as 
good  a  jell  upon  him,  and  had  turned  my 
horfe,  with  a  defign  to  purfue  him  to  Lon- 
don, and  get  him  apprehended,  on  fufpicion 
of  being  a  highwayman  :  but  when  I  re- 
flefted,  that  it  was  the  proper  office  of  the 
magiftrate  to  punifh  only  knaves,  and  thatwe 
had  a  Censor  of  Great  Britain  for  people 
of  another  denomination,  I  immediately  de- 
termined to  profecute  him  in  your  Court 
"  only.  This  unjuftifiable  frolic  I  take  to  be 
"  neither  wit  nor  humour,  therefore  hope  you 
*'  will  do  me,  and  as  many  others  as  were  that 
**  day  frighted,  juftice.     1  am.  Sir, 

**  Your  friend  and  fervant, 

"  J.  L.- 

*  In  the  procefs  of  a  few  fucceedlng  years,  fo  much  in- 
jury was  done  in  various  ways,  by  diforderly  perfons  dif- 
guifed  with  Majks^  crapes,  and  blackened  faces,  that  it  was 
thought  neceffary  to  pafs  the  law  which  is  called  ''  The 
Black  Aft."  Stat.  9  Geo.  1.  c.  22.  The  ladies  at  this 
time  rode  in  Majks.  6ee  Swift's  "  Works,"  Vol.  XXIL 
p.  2)69. 

*'  Sir,' 


c< 
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''  S  I  R, 

"THE  gentleman  begs  your  pardon,  and 
"  frighted  you  out  of  fear  of  frighting  you  i 
y  for  he  is  juft  come  out  of  the  fmall-pox." 

*'   Mr.  BiCKERSTAFF, 

"  YOUR  diftififtron  concerning  the  time 
"  of  commencing  virgins  is  allowed  to  be 
**  juft  *.  I  write  yoti  my  thanks  for  it,  in  the 
^*  twenty-eighth  year  of  my  life,  and  twelfth 
*'  of  my  virginity.  But  I  am  to  aflc  you  an- 
**  other  queftion  t  may  a  woman  be  faid  to* 
^'  live  any  more  years  a  maid,  than  fhe  con- 
"  tinues  to  be  courted  ? 

I  arhf,  &c. 

"Si  r,  Auguft  15, 1710, 

''  I  OBSERVE  that  the  Poftman  of  Satur- 
"  day  laft,  giving  an  account  of  the  aftion  in 
^*  Spain,  has  this  elegant  turn  of  expreffion ; 

general  Stanhope -f,  who  in  the  "whole  ac^ 

tion 


€1 


*  See  N*  210,  Let.  &c. 

t  See  N°  210.  General  Stanhope  itood  candidate 
abaut  this  time  for  Weftminfter,  by  his  proxy,  mnj  or  general 
Davenport,  and  was  oppofed  by  Mr.  Thomas  Cross, 
a  brewer,  who  it  feems,  was  mofl:  glorioufly  attended  even 
by  officers  of  the  army,  in  opfofition  to  a  vidoriou^ 
general. 

The  third  number  of  the  Whig-Examiner  was  written 
upon  this  occafion,  and  is  afcribed  to  Arthur  Mayn- 
WARING,   Efq;   by   his   hiftorian   Oldmixon.      In   that 

paper 
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*'  tiGfi  exprejfed  as  much  bravery  as  conduct 
**  received  a  contufion  in  his  right  fhoulder. 
**  1  fhould  be  glad  to  know,  whether  this  cau- 
**  tious  politician  means  to  commend  or  to 
•*  rally  him,  by  faying,  '  He  cxprefl'ed  as  much 
•*  bravery  as  conduct?'  If  you  can  explain 
"  this  dubious  phrafe,  it  will  inform  the 
"  public,  and  oblige,   Sir, 

"  Your  humble  fervant,  &c/* 


N"*  213.         Saturday,  Auguft  19,  1710. 
STEELE. 

a ■»■ . '■ ' ' ■   ■  ^      '  I    ir 

Sheer-lane,  Auguft  18. 

THERE  has  of  late  crept  in  among  the 
downright  Eiiglifh  a  mighty  fpirit  of 
Dissimulation.  But,  before  we  difcourfe  of 
this  vice,  it  will  be  rieceflary  to  obferve,  that'thc 
learned  make  a  difference  between  Simulation 
and  DissiMULA TiOxN  *.  Simulation  is  a  pretence 

of 

paper  Alcihiades  me?ns  general  Stan^ope^  Taureas  Mr. 
Cross,  and  the  Lacedemonians  denote  the  Spaniards.  Sec 
Whig-Examiner,  N*  3,  and  Medley,  N°  2. 

General  James  Stanhofe  took,  the  ifland  of  Minorcii 
in  i)o8;  he  was  created  a  baron  and  vifcount  in  lyijt 
earl  Stanhope  the  year  following,  and  died  April  21, 
1 731.     See  Tat.  N*  251  ;  Note  on  Whijlon. 

*  An  allufion  perhaps  to  Sallust's  character  of  Ca- 
tiline. "  Animus, 
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of  what  is  not,  and  Dijfimulation  is  a  conceal- 
ment of  what  is.  The  latter  is  our  prefeiu  af- 
fair. When  you  look  round  you  in  public 
places  in  this  ifland,  you  fee  the  generality  of 
mankind  carry  in  their  countenance  an  air  of 
challenge  or  defiance  ;  and  there  is  no  fuch 
man  to  be  found  among  us,  who  naturally 
ftrives  to  do  greater  honours  and  civilities 
than  he  receives.  This  innate  fullennefs  or 
ftubbornnefs  of  complexion  is  hardly  to  he 
conquered  by  any  of  our  iflanders.  For  which 
reafon,  however  they  may  pretend  to  choufe 
one  another,  they  make  but  very  aukward 
rogues ;  and  their  diflike  to  each  other  is  fel- 
dom  fo  well  dijfembledy  but  it  is  jufpeBedi 
When  once  it  is  lb,  it  had  as  good  be  profefTed. 
A  man  who  dijfembles  well  muft  have  none  of 
what  we  call  ftomach,  otherwife  he  will  be  cold 
in  his  profeflions  of  good-will  where  he  hates; 
an  imperfection  of  the  laft  ill  confequence  in 
bufmefs.  This  fiercenefs  in  aur  natures  is* 
apparent  from  the  condu6l  of  our  young  fel- 
lows, who  are  not  got  into  the  fchemes  and 
arts  of  life  which  the  children  of  the  v^^orlci 
walk  by.  One  would  think  that,  of  courfe, 
when  a  man  of  any  confequence  for  his  figure, 
his  mien,  or  his  gravity,  palfes  by  a  youth,  he 

*'  jfri'imus^ — fuhdolus^  variusy  cujns  ret  libet  ftmulator 
ac  Diflimulator."  Sallust,  Bell.  Catil,  cap.  V.  But 
the  author  feems  rather  to  allude  here,  to  lord  VerulamV 
ingenious  EfTay  entitulcd,  '*  Of  Simulation  and  Dijjimu" 
lation,'*  See  Shaw's  Edit,  of  L.  Bacon's  Works,  Vol. 
II.  p.  68.  ^  feq.  3  vols.  4to. 

fliould 
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fliould  certainly  have  the  firft  advances  of  falu- 
tation  ;  but  he  is,  you  may  obferve,  treated  ia 
a  quite  different  manner;  it  being  the  very 
charaderiftic  of  an  Englifh  temper  to  defy.  As 
I  am  an  Englifhman,  I  find  it  a  very  hard  mat- 
ter to  bring  myfelf  to  pull  off  the  hat  firft;  but 
it  is  the  only  way  to  be  upon  any  good  terms 
with  thofe  we  meet  with.  Therefore  the  firft 
advance  is  of  high  moment.  Men  judge  of 
others  by  themfelves ;  and  he  that  will  com- 
hiand  with  us,  muft  condefcend.  It  moves 
one's  fpleen  very  agreeably,  to  fee  fellows  pre- 
tend to  be  Dijfemblers  without  this  lellbn. 
They  are  fo  refervedly  complaifant  until  they 
have  learned  to  refign  their  natural  paffions, 
that  all  the  fteps  they  make  towards  gaining 
thofe  whom  they  would  be  well  with,  are  but 
fo  many  marks  of  what  they  really  are,  and 
not  of  what  they  would  appear. 

The  rough  Britons,  when  they  pretend  to  be 
artful  towards  one  another,  are  ridiculous 
enough  ;  but  when  they  fet  up  for  vices  they 
have  not,  and  dijfemble  their  good  with  an  af- 
fedation  of  ill,  they  are  infupportable.  I 
know  two  men  in  this  town  who  make  as  good 
figures  as  any  in  it,  that  manage  their  credit 
fo  well  as  to  be  thought  atheifts,  and  yet  fay 
their  prayers  morning  and  evening.  Tom 
Springly,  the  other  day,  pretended  to  go  to 
an  ajig?2ment  with  a  married  woman  at  Rofa- 
mond's  Pond^  and  w^as  feen  foon  after  reading 

Vol.  IV.  M  the 
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the  refponfes  with  great  gravity  at  fix -a- clock 
prayers. 

Sheer-lane,-  Aiigiid:  17. 
Though  the  following  epiftle  bears  a  juft  ac- 
cufation  of  myfelf,  yet  in  regard  it  is  a  more 
advantageous  piece  of  juftice  to  another,  I  in- 
fert  it  at  large. 

GarrAway*s  Coffee-houfe,  Auguft  lo^ 
**    Mr.  BiCKERSTAFF, 

"  I  HAVE  lately  read  your  Paper^  wherein 
'*  you  reprefent  a  converfation  between  a 
*'  young  lady,  your  three  nephews,  and  your- 
"  felf*;  and  am  not  a  little  offended  at  the 
*'  figure  you  give  your  -^oung  Merchant  in  the 
•*  prefence  of  a  beauty.  The  topic  of  love  is 
•*  a  fubjeft  on  which  a  man  is  more  beholden 
*«  to  nature  for  his  eloquence,  than  to  the  in- 
*'  ftrudlion  of  the  fchools,  or  my  lady's  wa- 
«*  man.  From  the  two  latter  your  fcholar 
*•  and  page  muft  have  reaped  all  their  advan-^ 
"  tage  above  him. — I  know  by  this  time  you 
**  have  pronounced  me  a  Trader.  I  acknow- 
"  ledge  it  j  but  cannot  bear  the  exclufion  from 
*«  any  pretence  of  fpeaking  agreeably  to  a  fine 
**  woman,  or  from  any  degree  of  generofity 
**  that  way.  You  have  among  us  Citizens 
**  many  well-wifliers;  but  it  is  for  the  juftice 

of  your  reprefentations,  which  we,  perhaps. 


<c 


Sec  N»  207. 
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"  are  better  judges  of  than  you  (by  the  account 
''  you  give  of  your  nephew)  feem  to  allow, 

*'  To  give  you  an  opportunity  of  making  us 
*'  fome  reparation,  I  defire  you  would  tell, 
*'  your  own  way,  the  following  inftance  of 
*^  heroic  love  in  the  city.  You  are  to  remem- 
''  bcr,  that  fomewhere  in  your  writings,  for 
*'  enlarging  the  territories  of  virtue  and  ho- 
"  nour,  you  have  multiplied  the  opportunities 
**  of  attaining  to  heroic  virtue  ;  and  have 
*'  hinted,  that  in  whatever  flate  of  life  a  man 
*^  is,  if  he  does  things  above  what  is  ordinarily 
''  performed  by  men  of  his  rank,  he  is  in  thofe 
"  inftances  an  hkro. 

*'  Tom  Trueman,  a  young  gentleman  of 
*'  eighteen  years  of  age,  fell  paffionately  in 
*'  LOVE  with  the  beauteousALMiRA,  daughter 
^«  to  his  mafter.     Her  regard  for  him  was  no 
**  lefs  tender.    Trueman  was  better  acquaint- 
•'  ed  with  his  matter's  affairs  than  his  daugh- 
*'  ter;   and  fecretly  lamented,  that  each  day 
*'  brought  him  by  many  mifcarriages  nearer 
*'  bankruptcy  than  the  former.    This  unhappy 
''  pofture  of  their  affairs,  the  youth  fufpec5ted, 
**  was  owing  to  the  ill-  management  of  a  facSor, 
**  in  whom  his  mafter  had  an  entire  confi- 
*'  dence.     Trueman  took  a  proper  occafion, 
*'  when  his  mafter  was  ruminating  on  his  de- 
*'  crying  fortune,  to  addrefs  him  for  leave  to 
*'  fpend  the  remainder  of  his  time  with  his 
"  foreign  correfpondent.     During  three  years 
"  ftay  in  that  employment,   be  became  ac- 

M  2  **  quainted 
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"  quainted  with  all  that  concerned  his  mafter, 
"  and  by  his  great  addrefs  in  the  management 
**  of  that  knowledge  faved  him  ten  thoufand 
"  pounds.  Soon  after  this  accident,  True- 
**  man's  uncle  left  him  a  confiderable  eftate. 
**  Upon  receiving  that  advice,  he  returned  to 
**  England,  and  demanded  Almira  of  her 
*'  father.  The  father,  overjoyed  at  the  match, 
"  offered  him  the  ten  thoufand  pounds  he  had 
"  faved  him,  with  the  further  propofal  of  re- 
*'  figning  to  him  all  his  bufmefs.  Trueman 
"  refufed  both ;  and  retired  into  the  country 
*«  with  his  bride,  contented  with  his  own  for- 
"  tune,  though  perfedly  (killed  in  all  the  me- 
y  thods  of  improving  it. 

"  It  is  to  be  noted,  that  Trueman  refufed 
"  twenty  thoufand  pounds  with  another  young 
*'  lady ;  fo  that  reckoning  both  his  felf- denials, 
•*  he  is  to  have  in  your  court  the  merit  of 
**  having  given  thirty  thoufand  pounds  for  the 
"  woman  he  loved.  This  gentleman  I  claim 
*^  your  juftice  to ;  and  hope  you  will  be  con- 
"  vinced  that  fome  of  us  have  larger  views 
"  than  only  Ca(h  Debtor,  Per  contra  Creditor. 
*'  Yours, 

"  Richard  Traffick/* 

"  N.  B.  Mr.  Thomas  Trueman  of  Lime- 
**  ftreet  is  entered  among  the  heroes  of  do-- 
**  mejlic  life, 

\\  Charles  Lillie/^ 
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N'2i4.    Tuefday,  Anguft  22,  1710. 
STEELE.* 


. Soles  y  aperta  Jerena^ 

'Pr officer e^  &  certii  poteris  cognofcere  fignis. 

ViRG.  Georg.  i.  393, 


'Tis  eafy  to  defcry 


Returning  funs,  and  a  fcrener  fky,  Dryden. 

From  nay  own  Apartment,  Auguft  2t. 

T  N  every  party  there  are  two  forts  of  men, 
-*•  the  Rigid  and  the  Supple,  The  rigid  are  aa 
intradlable  race  of  mortals,  who  ad  upon  prin- 
ciple, and  will  not  forfooth,  fall  into  any  mea- 
fiires  that  are  not  confident  with  their  received 
notions  of  honour.  Thefe  are  perfons  of  a 
ftubborn  unpliant  morality ;  that  fullenly  ad- 
here to  their  friends  when  they  are  difgraced, 

and 

*  This  Paper  is  afcribed  here  to  Steele,  in  conformity 
to  the  general  rule  obferved  in  all  cafes  of  uncertainty. 
Steele,  as  has  been  faid  "  was  much  courted  at  this  time 
*'  by  the  treafurer  (Harley)  to  come  into  his  interefts, 
*'  but  preferred  thofe  of  his  country  to  his  own,  and  fre- 
"  quently  attacked  the  minifters,  although  he  was  Ga- 
*'  zetteer^  ?LnA  2,  Com7?nJJloner  of  the  Stamp-office.  "Life, 
*'  &c.  of  Arthur  MAYNwARiNG,Efq-,"  ut  fupra^"^,  193. 

Steele  perhaps,  was  only  editor  of  the  raillery  in  this 
Paper,    which   might   be   a    formal  communication  from 

M  3  AppisoN, 
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and  to  their  principles,  though  they  are  ex- 
ploded,    I  fliall  therefore  give  up   this  ftiff- 
necked  generation  to  their  own  obftinacy,  and 
turn  my  thoughts  to  the  advantage  of   the 
Suppky  v^ho  pay  their  homage  to  places,  and 
not  pejfons ;    and,   without  enflaving  them- 
felves  to  any  particular  fchenie  of  opinions,  are 
as  ready  to  change  their  condu6l  in  point  of 
fentiment  as  of  fafliion.     The  well-difciplined 
part  of  a  court  are  generally  fo  perfect  at  their 
exercife,  that  you  may  fee  a  whole  affembly, 
from  front  to  rear,  face  about  at  once  to  a  new 
man  of  power,  though  at  the  fame  time,  they 
turn  their  backs  upon  him  that  brought  them 
thither.    The  great  hardfliip  thefe  complaifant 
members  of  fociety  are  under,  feems  to  be  the 
want  of  warning  upon  any  approaching  change 
or  revolution  ;  fo  that  they  are  obliged  in  a 
hurry  to  tack  about  with  every  wind,  and  flop 
fhort  in  the  midft  of  a  full  career,  to  the  great 
furprize  and  decifion  of  their  beholders. 

When  a  man  forefees  a  decaying  miniftry, 
he  has  leifure  to  grow  a  malecontent,  refledl 
upon  the  prefent  condu6l,  and  by  gradual  mur- 

Addison,  or  the  refult  of  their  correfpontjence  relative  to 
the  changes  happening  daily  about  this  time,  in  which  they 
were  both  very  warmly  interefled. 

If  the  idea  of  apolitical  Barometer  did  not  originate 
with  Addison^  it  certainly  engaged  his  particular  atten- 
tion, and  foon  after  produced  his  "  Defcription  of  an  £r- 
•'  cle/w/iicai  Thermometer,"  in  N^  220,  which  Steele 
afcribes  to  Addison,  in  his  Preface  to  the  4th  volume  of 
the  Tat. 

murs 
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murs  fall  off  from  his  friends  into  a  new  party, 
by  juft  fteps  and  meafures.  For  want  of  fuch 
notices,  I  have  forrnerly  known  a  very  well- 
bred  perfon  refufe  to  return  a  bow  of  a  man 
whom  he  thought  in  difgrace,  that  was  next 
day  made  fecretary  of  ft^te ;  and  another,  who, 
after  a  long  negled:  of  a  minifter,  came  to  his 
levee,  and  made  profeflions  of  zeal  for  his  fer- 
vice  the  very  day  before  he  was  turned  out. 

This  produces  alfo  unavoidable  confufions 
and  miftakes  in  the  defcriptions  of  great  mens 
parts  and  merits.  That  ancient  Lyric,  M. 
D'Urfey*,  fome  years  ago  writ  a  dedication 
to  a  certain  lord,  in  which  he  celebrated  hini 
for  the  greateft  poet  and  critic  of  that  age, 
upon  a  mifinformation  in  Dyer's  Letter'f,th^t 
his  noble  patron  v/as  made  Lord  Chamber- 
lain J.  In  fhort,  innumerable  votes,  fpeeches, 
and  fermons,  have  been  thrown  away,  and 
turned  to  no  account,  merely  for  v/ant  of  due 
and  timely  intelligence.  Nay,  it  has  been 
known,  that  a  panegyric  had  been  half  printed 
off,  when  the  poet,  upon  the  removal  of  the 
minifter,  has  been  forced  tq  alter  it  irito  a 
fatire. 

*  See  Tat.  N^  i,  N°  ii,  N^  43  ;  and  GuARp.  N^'zo, 
and  N^  67. 

t  See  Tat.  N°  18,  and  note. 
X  This  dedication  was  prefixed  to  the  "  Second  Part  of 
**  Don  Quixote,"  which  JL)'Urfey  addreffed  to  Charles 
earl  of  Dorset. 

*'  To  thee  the  world  united  give  this  due, 
"  Bejl  Judge  of  Men,  and  be}  of  Poets  too:' 

M  4  For 
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For  the  condu6l  therefore  of  fuch  ufeful 
perfons,  as  are  ready  to  do  their  country  fer- 
vice  upon  all  occafions,  1  have  an  engine  in  my 
ftudy,  which  is  a  fort  of  aPc/Z/Z/V^/ Barometer, 
or,  to  fpeak  more  intelHgibly,  a  State  Wea- 
ther-glass, that,  by  the  rifing  and  falhng  of 
a  certain  magical  liquor,  prefages  all  changes 
and  revolutions  in  government,  as  the  common 
glafs  does  thofe  of  the  weather.  This  Wea^ 
THER-GLASS  IS  faid  to  havc  been  invented  by 
Cardan  *,  and  given  by  him  as  a  prefent  to 

his 

*  Jerom  Cardan,  a  phylician  and  an  aflrojoger,  au- 
thor of  ten  volumes  tn  folio ^  was,  in  the  opinion  of  Bayle, 
one  of  the  greateft  genuifes  of  his  age.  This  ftrange  man, 
ivho  feems  to  have  been  much  under- the  power  of  fuper- 
ftition,  and  at  times,  not  a  little  infane,  was  born  at  Pavia, 
Sept.  24,  1501,  and  died  at  Rome,  according  to  Thua-^ 
Nus,  Sept.  21,  1575  ;  he  muft  therefore  have  been  con- 
temporary with  Machiavel,  who  died  in  1530,  for  about 
29  years.  Neverthelefs,  this  (hort  hiftory  or  the  Political 
Weather-glass,  is  ftill  liable  to  objections-  The  in- 
vention pre-fuppofes  age  and  e^cpcrience  as  well  as  inge- 
nuity in  the  inventor,  and  therefore  Cardan  feems  to  have 
made  the  difcovery  too  early,  and  Machiavel  to  have 
received  the  gift  too  late. 

Cardan,  of  all  men,  flood  Icaft  in  need  of  fuch  an  in- 
ftrument,  if  we  credit  his  own  account  of  himfelf;  and  he 
was  the  moft  unfit  to  purfue  and  perfect  the  difcovery,  if 
we  confider  the  circumftances  of  his  life.  Every  nail  on 
Cardan's  fingers  ferved  the  purpofe  of  this  Barometer; 
and  by  marks  and  fpecks  that  rofe  in  it,  foretold  him  of 
every  the  minuteft  event  that  befel  him.  Btfides,  nothing 
good,  bad,  or  indifferent,  ever  happened  to  him,  of  which 
he  was  not  firft  admonifhcd  in  a  dream. 

He  is  faid  to  have  had  white  eyes,  with  which  he  fiiW 
even  in  the  night-time  j  and  from  the  fliarpnefs  of  his  fight, 

aii4 
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his  great  countryman  and  contemporary  Ma- 
,CHiAV£L ;  which,  by  the  way,  may  ferve  to 
redify  a  received  error  in  chronology,  that 
places  one  of  thefe  fome  years  after  the  other. 

How 

?nd  the  ftrength  of  his  conceptive  faculty,  he  had,  as  he 
/aid,  the  power  of  feeing  whenever  he  pleafed,  whatfoever 
he  defired  to  fee.  Moreover  he  boafted,  that  like  So- 
CRATEs,  and  other  grea:  men^  he  was  under  the  care  of  a 
particular  gmius^  Szc, 

Nor  was  Cardan,  by  his  own  account,  a  fuppky  but  2. 
rigid  man  ;  for  he  tells  us  that  he  refufed  a  lucrative  and 
an  honourable  employment  in  the  court  of  Denmark,  *'  non 
''  folum  ob  redonis  intemperiem^  fed  quod  alio  facrorum  modo 
*'  conjueviffent^  ut  vel  ibi  male  acceptus  futurus  ejfiw,  vel 
**  patriam  legem  majorumque  relinquere  coa^us.^^  Cardan 
likewife  tells  us,  that  he  rejected  a  confiderable  fum  of 
money  offered  him  by  our  K  Edward  VI.  whofe  nativity 
he  calculated  in  1552,  quod  titulo  ipjius  regis,  in  pontificis 
prisjudicium  fubfcribere  noluerim.  Cardan  us,  "  De  Vita 
"  Propria,"  cap.  4.  p  21.  cap.  32.  p.  139.  and  cap.  29. 
p.  T07.  Paris  1643,  8vo. 

Add  to  all  this,  that  Cardan  was  not  converfant  in 
politics,  or  experienced  in  the  changes,  or  pra(5tifed  in  the 
iarts  of  a  court.  Ut  led  a  poor,  vagabond,  miferable  life; 
fo  that  it  might  h:^Ve  anfwered  the  purpofe  of  the  author 
full  as  well,  if  hi  had  afcribed  the  invention  of  the  Poli" 
//Vrt/ Barometer  to  Machiavel,  and  prefented  the  in- 
ftrument  to  Cardan.  See  Tatler,  N°  123,  and  N**  186. 

Fiition  when  its  own  purpofes  do  not  require  it,  pays 
no  regard  to  the  truth  of  hiftory;  and  humorous  writers, 
for  the  fake  of  merriment,  violate  chronological  order,  and 
fpare  themfelves  the  pains  of  tracing  up  ingenious  inven- 
tions to  the  real  inventors,  which  is  fometimes  a  difficult 
bufmefs.  But  as  this  is  "  among  the  firft  books  by  which 
^'  both  fexes  are  initiated  in  the  elegancies  of  knowledge,"^ 
to  prevent  falfe  aflbciations,  it  feems  proper  to  obferve, 
that  this  Political  BaroM£T£R  is  faid  here  tp  have  been  in- 
vented 
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How  or  when  it  came  into  my  hands,  I  fhall 
defire  to  be  excufed,  if  I  keep  to  mylelf ;  but 
(o  it  is,  that  I  have  walked  by  it  for  the  better 
part  of  a  century  to  my  fafety  at  leaft,  if  not 
to  my  advantage  -,  and  have  among  my  paper5 
a  regifter  of  all  the  changes,  that  have  hap- 
pened in  it  from  the  middle  of  queen  Elizat 
beth's  reign. 

In  the  time  of  that  princefs  it  ftood  long  at 
Settled  Fair.  At  the  latter  end  of  king  James 
the  Firft,  it  fell  to  ClouJy.  It  held  feveral 
years  after  at  Stormy^,  infomuch,  that  at  laft, 
defpairing  of  feeing  any  clear  weather  at  home, 
I  followed  the  royal  exile,  and  fome  time  after 
finding  my  Glass  rife,  returned  to  my  native 
country,  with  the  reft  of  the  loyahfts.  I  was 
then  in  hopes  to  pafs  the  remainder  of  my 
days  in  Settled  Fair :  but  alas !  during  the  great- 
eft  part  of  that  reign  the  Englifli  nation  lay  \x\ 
a  dead  calm,  which  as  it  is  ufual,  was  fol- 
lowed by  high  winds  and  terqpefts,  until  of  late 

vented  more  than  half  a  century  before  the  difcovery  of  any 
inftrument  that  could  be  called  a  Weather-glass. 

Cavdan  died  in  1575;  and  Toricelli,  whofe  expe- 
riment, mentioned  in  Tatler,  N°  220,  gave  birth  to  what 
is  commonly,  but  with  fome  impropriety  called  the  Ba- 
rometer, died  in  1647. 

An  inftrument  which,  like  his,  only  difcovers  that  the 
air  is  heavier  at  one  time  than  at  another,  is  ftridly 
fpeaking,  a  Baroscope  ;  but  fuch  an  inftrument  as  would 
enable  us  to  meafuie  the  difference,  and  to  afcertain  the 
precife  proportion  that  one  degree  of  fuch  weight  bears  tq 
another,  would  be  truly  a  Barometer,  which  is  ftill  9 
defideratum.     See  N°  220,  and  ]>{ot^, 

years  i| 
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years;  in  which,  with  unfpeakable joy  and  fa* 
tisfaftion,  I  have  feen  our  pohtical  weather 
returned  to  Settled  Fair,  I  mull  only  pbferve, 
that  for  all  this  laft  fummer  my  Glass  has 
pointed  at  Changeable.  Upon  the  whole,  I 
often  apply  to  Fortune  ^Eneas's  fpeech  to  thf 
"Sibyl: 

— "    '■  ■■  Non  ulla  lahorum 
O  virgOy  nova  mi  fades  inopnave  Jurgit : 
Omnia  pr^fepiy  atque  animo  mecum  ante  peregi, 

ViRG.  ^n.  vi.  103, 


No  terror  to  my  view. 


No  frightful  face  of  danger  can  be  new: 

The  mind  foretels  whatever  comes  to  pafs; 

A  thoughtful  mind,  n  Fortune*^  Weather-glasSo 

The  advantages,  which  have  accrued  to  thofe 
whom  I  have  advifed  in  their  affairs,  by  virtue 
of  this  fort  of  prefcience,  have  been  very  con- 
fiderable.  A  nephew  of  mine,  who  has  never 
put  his  money  into  the  ftocks,  or  taken  it  out, 
without  my  advice,  has  in  a  fev/  years  raifed 
five  hundred  pounds  to  almoft  fo  many  thou- 
iands.  As  for  myfelf,  who  look  upon  riches  to 
confift  rather  in  content  than  poffeflions,  and 
meafure  the  greatnefs  of  the  mind  rather  by  itsf 
tranquillity  than  its  ambition,  I  have  feldom 
ufed  my  Glass  to  make  m.y  way  in  the  world, 
but  often  to  retire  from  it.  This  is  a  bye-path 
to  happinefs,  which  was  firft  difcovered  to  me 
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by  a  moft  pleafing  apophthegm  of  Pytha- 
GORAS :  *  "  When  the  winds,"  fays  he,  "  rife, 
"  worlhip  the  echo/'  That  great  Philofo-. 
pher-f- (whether  to  make  his  do6trines  the 
more  venerable,  or  to  gild  his  precepts  with  the 
beauty  of  imagination,  or  to  awaken  the  cu- 
riofity  of  his  difciples,  for  I  will  not  fuppofe, 
what  is  ufually  faid,  that  he  did  it  to  conceal 
his  wifdom  from  ths  vulgar)  has  couched  fe- 
veral  admii'able  precepts  in  remote  allufions, 
and  myfterious  fentences.  By  the  winds  in 
this  apophthegm,  are  meant  ftate  hurricanes 
and  popular  tumults.  *^  When  thefe  rife," 
fays  he,  "  worfliip  the  echo;"  that  is,  with- 
draw yourfelf  from  the  multitude  into  deferts, 
woods,  folitudes,  or  the  like  retirements,  which 
are  the  ufual  habitations  of  the  echo. 


N''  215.     Thurfday,  Auguft  24,  171Q. 
STEELE. 


From  my  own  Apartment,  Auguft  23. 

LY SANDER  has  writ  to  me  out  of  the 
country,  and  tells  me,  after  many  other 
circumftances,  that  he  had  pafled  a  great  deal 

*  Sec  N°  81,  N°  108 ;   Spect.  N°  447,  and  N°  586. 
t  See  N°  81,  N°  96,  N«  108  i  Sp£CT.  N°  447,  N^  58^; 
and  Guard.  N*'  165,  l^aUu 

of 
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of  time  with  much  pleafure  and  tranquillity; 
until  his  happinefs  was  interrupted  by  an  in- 
difcreet  flatterer,  who  came  down  into  thofc 
parts  to  vifit  a  relation.     With  the  circum- 
ftances  in  which  he  reprefents  the  matter,  he 
had  no  fmall  provocation  to  be  offended  ;  for 
he  attacked  him  in  fo  wrong  a  feafon,  that  he 
could  not  have  any  relifh  of  pleafure  in  it; 
though  perhaps,  at  another  time  it  might  have 
pafled  upon  him  without  giving  him*  much  un- 
eafinefs.     Lysander  had,  after  a  long  fatiety 
of  the  town,  been  fo  happy  as  to  get  to  a  foli- 
tude  he  extremely  liked,  and  recovered  a  plea- 
fure he  had  long  difcontinued,  that  of  read- 
ing.   He  was  got  to  the  bank  of  a  rivulet,  co- 
vered by  a  plealing  fhade,  and  fanned  by  a  foft 
breeze;  which  threw  his  mind  into  that  fort 
of  compofure  and  attention,  in  which  a  man, 
though  with  indolence,  enjoys  theutmoll  live- 
linefs  of  his  fpirits,  and  the  greateft  ftrength  of 
his  mind  at  the  fame  time.    In  this  fl:ate,  Ly- 
sander reprefents  that  he  was  reading  Virgil's 
Georgics,  when  on  a  fudden  the  gentleman 
above-mentioned  furprized  him  ;  and  without 
any  manner  of  preparation  falls  upon  him  at 
once :  ''  What !  I  have  found  you  at  laft,  after 
**  fearching  all  over  the  wood  !  we  wanted  you 
**  at  cards  after  dinner;   but  you  are   much 
*'  better  employed.     I  have  heard  indeed  that 
"  you  are  an  excellent  fcholar.     But  at  the 
*'  fame  time,  is  it  not  a  little  unkind  to  rob 
*'  the  ladies^  who  like  you  fo  well,  of  the  plea- 
fure 
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"  fufe  of  your  company  ?  But  that  Is  indeed 
**  the  misfortune  of  you  great  fcholars ;  you 
*'  are  feldom  fo  fit  for  the  world  as  thofe  who 
*'  never  trouble  themfelves  with  books.  Well, 
**  I  fee  you  are  taken  up  with  your  learning 
**  there,  and  I  will  leave  you."  Lysander 
fays,  he  made  him  no  anfwer,  but  took  a  refo- 
lution  to  complain  to  me. 

It  is  a  fubftantial  affliction,  when  men  go- 
vern themfelves  by  the  rules  of  good-breed- 
ing, that  by  the  very  force  of  them  they  are 
fubjedled  to  the  infolence  of  thofe,  who  either 
never  will,  or  never  can,  underftand  them. 
The  fuperficial  part  of  mankind  form  to  them- 
felves little  mcafures  of  behaviour  from  the 
outfide  of  things.     By  the  force  of  thefe  nar- 
row conceptions,  they  aft  among  themfelves 
with  applaufe  -,  and  do  not  apprehend  they  are 
contemptible  to  thofe  of  higher  underftanding, 
who  are  reftrained  by  decencies  above  their 
knowledge  from  (hewing  a  diflike.     Hence  it 
is,  that  becaufe  complaiiance  is  a  good  quality 
in  converfation,  one  impertinent  takes  upon 
him  on  all  occafions  to  commend  ;  and  becaufe 
mirth  is  agreeable,  another  thinks  fit  eternally 
to  jeft.     I  have  of  late  received  many  packets 
of    letters,    complaining   of    thefe   fpreading 
evils.    A  lady  who  is  lately  arrived  at  the  Bath 
acquaints  me,  there  were  in  the-  ftage-coach 
wherein  flie  went  down  a  common  flatterer, 
and  a  common  jefler.    Thefe  gentlemen  were, 
(he  tells  me,  rivals  in  her  favour  >  and  adds, 

if 
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if  there  ever  happened  a  cafe  wherein  of  two 
perfons  one  was  not  liked  more  than  another, 
it  was  in  that  journey.     They  differed  only  in 
proportion  to  the  degree  of  diflike  between  the 
naufeous  and  the  infipid.     Both  thefe  charac- 
ters of  men  are  born  out  of  a  barrennefs  of 
imagination.    They  are  never  fools  by  nature; 
but  become  fuch  out  of  an  impotent  ambition 
of  being,  what  fhe  never  intended  them,  men 
of  wit  and  converfation.    I  therefore  think  lit 
to  declare,  that  according  to  the  known  laws 
of  this  land,  a  man  may  be  a  very  honeft  gen- 
tleman,   and   enjoy    himfelf  and   his    friend, 
without  being  a  wit ;  and  I  abfolve  all  men 
from  taking  pains  to  be  fuch  for  the  future. 
As  the  prefent  cafe  ftands,  is  it  not  very  un- 
happy that  Lysander  muft  be  attacked  and 
applauded  in  a  wood,  and  Corinna  jolted  and 
commended  in  a  ftage-coach  ;  and  this  for  no 
manner  of  reafon,   but  becaufe  other  people 
have  a  mind  to  fliew  their  parts  ?  I  grant  in- 
deed, if  thefe  people,  as  they  have  underftand- 
ing  enough  for  it,  would  confine  their  accom- 
plifhments  to   thofe  of  their  own  degree  of 
talents,  it  were  to  be  tolerated  j  but  when  they 
are  fo  infolent  as  to  interrupt  the  meditations 
of  the  wife,  the  converfations  of  the  agree- 
able, and  the  whole  behaviour  of  the  modeft-, 
it  becomes  a  grievance  naturally  in  my  jurif- 
diftion.     Among  themfelves,   1  can  not  only 
overlook,  but  approve  it.     I  was  prefent  the 
gther  day  at  a  converfation,  where  a  man  of 

this 
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this  height  of  breeding  and  fenfe  told  a  young 
Woman  of  the  fame  form,  **  To  be  fure, 
**  Madam,  every  thing  muft  pleafe  that  comes 
•*  from  a  lady."  She  anfwered,  "  I  know,  Sir, 
**  you  are  fo  much  a  gentleman,  that  you 
"  think  fo/'  Why,  this  was  very  well  on 
both  fides  ;  and  it  is  impoflible  that  fuch  a  gen- 
tleman and  lady  fhould  do  otherwife  than  think 
^vell  of  one  another.  Thefe  are  but  loofe  hints 
of  the  difturbances  in  human  fociety,  for 
which  there  is  yet  no  remedy  :  but  1  fhall  in  a 
little  time  publifh  tables  of  refpeft  and  civihty, 
by  which  perfons  may  be  inftruded  in  the 
proper  times  and  feafons,  as  well  as  at  what 
degree  of  intimacy  a  man  may  be  allowed  to 
commend  or  rally  his  companions ;  the  pro- 
mifcuous  licence  of  which,  is  at  prefent,  far 
from  being  among  the  fmall  errors  in  conver- 
fation.  * 

P.  S. 


*  To  teach  the  minuter  decencies  and  inferior  duties,  to 
*^  regulate  the  pradice  of  daily  converfation,  to  corre(St 
**  thofe  depravities  which  are  rather  ridiculous  than  cri- 
*'  minal,  and  to  remove  thofe  grievances^  which  if  they 
**  produce  no  lading  calamities,  imprefs  hourly  vexation, 
•*  was  firft  attempted  in  Italy  by  Casa,  in  his  book  of 
**  *  Manners,'  and  Castiglione,  in  his  '  Courtier.' — 
«'  This  fpecies  of  inftru<5tion  was  continued,  and  perhaps 
•*  advanced  by  the  French,  among  whom.  La  Bruyere's 
*<  *  Manners  of  the  Age  ;'  though,  as  Boileau  remarked, 
•^  it  is  written  without  conne6lion,  certainly  deferves 
"  great  praife  for  liveiinefs  of  defcription  and  juftnefs  of 
•'  obfcrvation. 

<«  Before 
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P.  S,  The  following  letter  was  left,  with  a  re- 
queft  to  be  immediately  anfwered,  left  the  arti- 
fices ufed  againft  a  lady  in  diftrefs  may  come 
into  common  prac^tice. 

'*  Sir, 

•'  MY  eldeft  fifter  buried  her  hufband  about 
*'  fix  months  ago ;  and  at  his  funeral,  a  gen- 
*'  tleman  of  more  art  than  honefty,  on  the 
*'  night  of  his  interment,  while  fhe  was  not 
'*  herfelf,  but  in  the  utmoft  agony  of  her  grief, 
*'  fpoke  to  her  of  the  fubjeft  of  love.  In  that 
**  weaknefs  and  diftradion  which  my  fifter 
**  was  in,  as  one  ready  to  fall  is  apt  to  lean  on 
•^  any  body,  he  obtained  her  promife  of  Mar- 
*'  riage,  which  was  accordingly  confummated 
*^  eleven  weeks  after.  There  is  no  affliction 
**  comes  alone,  but  one  brings  another.  My 
''  fifter  is  now  ready  to  lye-in.  She  humbly 
'*  a(ks  of  you,  as  you  are  a  friend  to  the  fex, 

'*  to 


«'  Before  the  TatIer,  he.  if  the  writers  for  the  Theatre 
*'  are  excepted,  England  had  no  Mafters  of  common  life. 
*'  No  wiiters  had  yet  undertaken  to  reform  either  the  fa- 
*'  vagenefs  of  neglect,  or  the  impertinence  of  civility  ;  to 
*'  teach  when  to  (peak,  or  to  be  filent  ;  how  to  refufe,  or 
*'  how  to  comply.  We  wanted  not  books  to  teach  us 
"  our  more  important  duties,  and  to  fettle  opinions  iu 
<'  philofophy  or  politics;  but  an  Arbiter  Elegantiarum^  a 
*'  judge  of  propriety  was  yet  wanting,  who  fhould  furvey 
*'  the  track  of  daily  converfation,  and  free  it  from  thorns 
*'  and  prickles,  which  teaze  the  pailer,  though  they  do 
*'  not  wound  him. 

Vol.  IV.  N  «'  For 
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**  to  let  her  know,  who  is  the  lawful  father  of 

"  this  child,  or  whether  flie  may  not  be  relieved 

*'  from  this  fecond  Marriage ;  confidering  it 

"  was  promifed  under  fuch  circumftances  as 

"  one  may  very  well  fuppofe  fhe  did  not  what 

"  file  did   voluntarily,    but  becaufe  fhe  was 

**  helplefs   otherwife.      She  is    advifed  fome- 

"  thing   about    engagements    made    in   gaol, 

*'  which  fhe  thinks  the  fame,  as  to  the  reaibn 

**  of  the  thing.     But,  dear  Sir,  fhe  relies  upon 

"  your  advice,  and  gives  you  her  fervice ,  as 

**  does  your  humble  fervant, 

"  Rebecca  Midriffe." 

The  cafe  is  very  hard  ;  and  I  fear  the  plea 
ftie  is  advifed  to  make,  from  the  fimilitude  of 

"  For  this  purpofe,  nothing  is  (o  proper  as  the  fre- 
*'  qucnt  publication  of  fhort  Papers,  which  we  read  not 
*'  as  ftudy,  but  amufement.  If  the  fubjedl  be  flight,  the 
*'  treatife  likewife  is  fliort.  The  bufy  may  find  time,  and 
*'  the  idle  may  find  patience. 

*'  The  Tatler,  Spectator,  &c.  reduced,  like  Casa, 
*'  the  unfettled  pra6lice  of  daily  intercourfe  to  propriety 
*'  and  politenefs ;  and  like  La  Bruyere,  exhibited 
*'  the  *  Charadlers  and  Manners  of  the  Age.' 

"  But  to  fay,  that  they  united  the  plans  of  two  or  three 
*'  eminent  writers,  is  to  give  them  but  a  fmali  part  of  their 
*'  due  praife;  they  fuperaddcd  literature  and  criticifm, 
"  and  foraetimes  towered  far  above  their  predeceflbrs ; 
•'  and  taught,  with  great  juftnefs  of  argument  and  dignity 
*'  of  language,  the  moft  important  duties  and  fublime 
*'  truths.  All  thefe  topics  were  happily  varied  with 
*'  elegant  fidtions  and  refined  allegories,  and  illuminated 
*'  with  different  changes  of  flyle,  and  felicities  of  inven- 
"  tion."  Johnson's  "  Lives  of  Englifh  Poets,  Vol.  IL 
*'  P»  36i>  ^feq^'Svo,  1781.     See  Tat,  N*  225. 

a  man 
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a  tfian  who  is  in  durejfe,  will  not  prevail.    But 
though  I  defpair  of  remedy  as  to  the  mother, 
the  law  gives  the  child  his  choice  of  his  father 
where  the  birth  is  thus  legally  ambiguous. 
*'  To  Isaac  Bickerstaff,  Efquire. 
'^^  The  humble  Petition  of  the  Company  of 

"  Linendrapers,  refiding  within  the  liberty 

««  of  Weftminfter, 

"  S  H  E  WETH, 

*'  THAT  there  has  of  late  prevailed  among 
*^  the  ladies  fo  great  an  affectation  of  naked- 
"  nefs,  that  they  have  not  only  left  the  bofom 
''  wholly  bare,  but  lowered  their  ftays  fome 
<*  inches  below  the  former  mode*. 

"  That,  in  particular,  Mrs;  Arabella 
*'  Overdo  has  not  the  lead  appearance  of 
*'  linen  ;  and  our  bcft  cuftomers  ihew  but  lit- 
*'  tie  above  the  fmall  of  their  backs. 

''  That 

*  Of  this  mode^  which  originated  in  the  reign  of  K. 
Chares  II.  Sir  Peter  Lely's  ladies,  fingular  as  they  are 
in  this  ftyle,  give  us  not,  it  feems,  the  true  reprefentations  ; 
for  Walpole  fays,  that  Vandyck's  habits  are  thofe  of 
the  times,  but  Lely's  2iTe  fantajUc  dxtSzs. 

The  prevalence  and  diflike  of  this  fafhion,  occafioned  in 
1678  the  publication  of  a  book  tran/lated  from  the  French 
by  an  howARD  Cooke,  Efq.  under  the  following  title, 
"  A  juft  and  reafonable  Reprehenfion  of  naked  Breaft<^  and 
"  Shoulders,  written  by  a  grave  and  learned  Papift.'* 
After  a  lh:)rt  dedication  to  the  ladies,  there  is  a  fenfible, 
ferious,  and  modeft  preface,  by  Mr.  Richard  Baxter, 
from  which  the  following  pafTage  is  tranfcribed  :  "  I  muft 
*'  fay,  had  I  my  will,  four  forts  of  fajhions  fiiould  be  al- 
*<  tered.  i.  The  nakednefs  of  women  treated  of  in  this 
"  book.     2,  Their  moaftrgus  fuperfluity  of  cloth  or  filk, 

"  tha; 
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"  That  by  this  means  your  Petitioners  are 
**  in  danger  of  lofing  the  advantage  of  cover- 
*'  ing  a  ninth  part  of  every  woman  of  quality 
**  in  Great-Britain. 

•*  Your  Petitioners  humbly  offer  the  pre- 
*^  mifes  to  your  Indulgence's  confidera- 
"=  tion,  and  fliall  ever,  &c." 

Before  I  anfwer  this  Petition,  I  am  inclined 
ta  examine  the  offenders  mvfelf. 


N*  216.     Saturday,  Auguft  nb,  1710. 
ADDISON*. 


"Nugis  adder e  pondus,     Hor.  i  Ep.  i.  42. 
Weight  and  importance  fome  to  trifles  give. 

R.  Wynne. 

From  my  own  Apartment,  Auguft  25, 

NATURE  is  full  of  w^onders  ;  every  atom 
is  a  (landing  miracle,  and  endowed  with 
fuch  qualities,  as  could  not  be  impreifed  on  it 

by 

*'  that  muft  drag  after  them,  or  be  carried  by  another,  or 
•<  fardelled  behind  them.  3.  Their  inordinate  late  pride, 
♦'  and  laced  gaudinefs.  4.  And  efpecially  the  monftrous 
**  periwigs  of  men,  with  fomewhat  like  them  now  alfo 
"  ufed  by  the  women.'*  See  Tat.  N°  155;  Spect. 
>Jo  58  ;  and  Notes, 

*  This  Paper  appears  to  have  been  written  by  Addison, 
and  aCcribcd  to  hiai  in  ih^  Lj/i  delivered  by  Steple  to 

Mr. 
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by  a  power  and  wifdom  lefs  than  infinite.  For 
this  reafon,  I  would  notdifcourage  any  fearches 
that  are  made  into  the  moft  minute  and  trivial 
parts  of  the  creation.  However*  lince  the  world 
abounds  in  the  nobleft  fields  of  fpeculation,  it 
is,  methinks,  the  mark  of  a  little  genius,  to  be 
wholly  converfant  among  infedts,  reptiles,  ani- 
malcules, and  thofe  trifling  rarities  that  furnifh 
out  the  apartment  of  a  virtuofo. 

There  are  feme  men  whofe  heads  are  fo  oddly 
turned  this  way,  that  though  they  are  utter 
flrangers  to  the  common  occurrences  of  life, 
they  are  able  to  difcover  the  fex  of  a  cockle,  or 
defqribe  the  generation  of  a  mite,  in  all  its  cir- 
cumftances.  They  are  fo  little  verfed  in  the 
world,  that  they  fcarce  know  a  horfe  from  an 
ox ;  but,  at  the  fame  time,  will  tell  you  with  a 
great  deal  of  gravity,  that  a  flea  is  a  rhinoce- 
ros, and  a  fnail  an  hermaphrodite.  I  have 
known  one  of  thefe  whimfical  philofophers, 
who  has  fet  a  greater  value  upon  a  collection 
of  fpiders  than  he  would  upon  a  flock  of  fheep, 
and  has  fold  his  coat  off  his  back  to  purchafe 
a  Tarantula. 

1  would  not  have  a  fiholar  wholly  unac^ 
quainted  with  thefe  fecrets  and  curiofities  of 
NATURE  ;  but  Certainty  the  mind  of  man,  that 

Mr.  Tickell,  for  it  is  reprinted  in  "  Addison's  Works," 
4to,  Vol.  II.  p.  308.  It  is  not  marked  as  a  Paper  of 
Addison  in  the  MS.  notes  of  Christopher  Byron, 
^r<j^  communicated  as  mentioned  in  a  Note  on  N^  74. 

*  See  N°  47. 

?^  3  is 
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is  capable  of  (o  much  higher  contemplations, 
fliould  not  be  altogether  fixed  upon  fuch  mean 
and  difproportioned  objedts.  Obfervations  of 
this  kind  are  apt  to  alienate  us  too  much  from 
the  knowledge  of  the  world,  and  to  make  us 
ferious  upon  trifes -^  by  which  means  they  ex- 
pofe  Philofophy  to  the  ridicule  of  the  witty, 
and  contempt  of  the  ignorant.  In  fhort, 
ftudies  of  this  nature  fhould  be  the  diverfions,, 
relaxations,  and  amufements  5  not  the  care, 
bufinefs,  and  concern  of  life. 

It  is  indeed  wonderful  to  confider,  that  there 
fhould  be  a  fort  of  learned  men,  who  are 
wholly  employed  in  gathering  together  the 
Refufe  of  nature,  if  I  may  call  it  fo,  and 
hoarding  up  in  their  chcfts  and  cabinets  fuch 
creatures  as  others  induftrioufly  avoid  the  fight 
of.  One  does  not  know  how  to  mention  fome 
of  the  moft  precious  parts  of  their  treafure,  with- 
out a  kind  of  an  apology  for  it.  1  have  been 
Ihewn  a  beetle  valued  at  tw^enty  crowns,  and  a 
ioad  at  an  hundred :  but  we  muft  take  this  for 
a  general  rule,  ''  1  hat  whatever  appears  tri- 
•^  vial  or  obfcene  in  the  common  notions  of 
**  the  world,  looks  grave  and  philofophical  in 
*^  the  eye  of  a  VirtuofoT 

To  fhew  this  humour  In  its  perfection,  I 
ihall  prefent  my  reader  with  the  legacy  of  a 
certain  Virtuofo^^  who  laid  out  a  confiderable 

eftate, 

♦  Dr.  John  Woodward  was  Aippofed  to  have  been 
alluded  to  here,  and  in  N2    221  j   but  there  is  not  a  fingle 

cixcum- 
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eflate  in  natural  rarities  and  curiofities,  which 
upon  his  death-bed  he  bequeathed  to  his  rela- 
tions  and  friends,  in  the  following  words : 

The  Will  of  a  Virtuoso. 

I  Nicholas  Gimcrack  beino;  Jn  found 
health  of  mind,  but  in  great  weakncfs  of  body, 
do  by  this  my  laft  will  and  teftament  beftow 
my  worldly  goods  ajud  chattels  in  manner 
following  : 

Imprimis^  To  my  dear  wife. 
One  box  of  butterflies, 
One  drawer  of  fliells, 
A  female  Ikeleton, 
A  dried  cockatrice. 

Item^ 

circumftance  either  here,  or  there,  that  accords  with  this 
injurious  fuppofition,  which  would  make  miferable  havock 
in  the  virtuofo's  family.  What  muft  become  of  his  fons, 
and  daughters,  of  his  lady,   and  her  widowhood  ? 

This  learned  phyfician  and  ingenious  naturalift,  out- 
livfed  all  this  raillery,  and  its  author,  many  years;  and  for 
any  thing  that  appears  upon  record  to  the  contrary,  died*, 
unmarried,  and  childlefs,  leaving  a  liberal  provifion  be- 
hind him,  for  the  eftablifhment  of  a,  phijlolcgical  lecture 
in  the  univerfity  of  Cambridge. 

The  refpe6lable  name  of  another  eminent  phyfician,  and 
public  benefador,  has  likewife  been  wantonly  introduced 
jiere,  and  with  fimilar  improprieties. 

Nor  is  it  very  likely  that  the  Author  either  in  this 
Paper,  or  in  Tat.  N'^  221,  alluded  to  Mr.  Robert 
Hubert  alias  Forges,  to  Mr.  Claudius  Dupuy,  whofe 
iabin^t  of   rarities   is   advertifed    for    infpedlion    in    the 

N  ^  Guard. 
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Item^  To  my  daughter  Elizabeth, 

My    receipt   for  preferving   dead   cater- 
pillars, 
As  alfo  my  preparations  of  winter  May- 
dew,  and  embryo-pickle. 

Item,  To  my  little  daughter  Fanny, 

Three  crocodiles  eggs. 
And  upon  the  birth  of  her  firft  child,  if  fhe 
marries  with  her  mother's  confent, 
The  neft  of  an  humming-bird. 

Item^  To  my  eldeft  brother,  as  an  acknow- 
ledgment for  the  lands  he  has  veiled  in  my 
fon  Charles,  I  bequeath 

My  laft  year's  colledion  of  graflioppers. 

Itcm^ 


Guard,  in  folio ^  N''  62,  ad finem^  or  to  William  Courten, 
Efq.  the  friend  of  Sir  Hans  Sloane,  and  joint  founder  of 
the  British  Museum.  Neveithelefs  the  curious  may 
find  fome  account  of  the  Collectors  above  mentioned,  in  a 
Note  \o  I'at.  N"  221.  What  might  have  been  inofFen- 
fively  written,  may  have  been  invidioufly  applied  ;  the 
raillery  that  was  properly  pointed  at  the  errors  of  ftudents, 
may  have  been  turned  improperly  againft  the  lovers  of  the 
ftudy,  and  thus  mifinterpreted  to  the  difparagement  and 
prejudice  of  the  fcience  iifelf. 

Natural  History  does  not  indeed  feem  to  have  been 
held  in  very  high,  or  even  dut^  eftimation,  by  lome  of  the 
writers  in  thcfe  Papers^,  or  indeed  by  the  generality  of  the 
wits  of  this  period.  Wit,  it  muft  be  owned,  is  too  apt  to 
over-run  judgment  in  eftimating  the  comparative  value  of 
the  various  branches  of  Science.  To  form  fuch  eftimates 
juftly,  a  greater  compafs  of  knowledge,  and  more  patient 
deliberation  appears  to   be  requifite,   than   mere  ikili  in 

bcUa 
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Item,  To  his  daughter  Susanna,  being  hi^ 
only  child,  I  bequeath  my 

Engli(h  weeds  parted  on  royal  paper, 
With  my  large  folio  of  Indian  cabbage, 

Item^  To  my  learned  and  worthy  friend  doc- 
tor Johannes  Elscrickius,  prpfeffor  in  ana- 


heUes  lettres  can  reach,  or  poets  by  profefllon  commonly 
pofTefs.  Even  among  fciences  that  unqueftionably  conduce 
both  to  our  ufe  and  ornament,  we  are  too  prone  to  overrate 
what  we  have  acquired,  and  to  under  value  what  we  have 
not  attained  ;  for  fuch  of  them  as  we  have  long  negledted, 
there  is  a  danger  of  our  contracting  diflike,  or  pretending 
contempt,  and  betraying  an  abfurd  vanity  a-kin  to  that 
which  Diogenes  difcovered  in  trampling  upon  the  cloak 
of  Plato, 

Xhe  very  grofs  partialities  of  Swift  and  Pope  in  this 
way,  are  notorious  and  difpleafing,  and  have  fubjedled 
them,  not  unjuftly,  to  the  imputations  of  illiberality,  and 
narrownefs  of  mind.  Nor  can  it  perhaps  be  fairly  denied, 
that  Addison  and  other  writers  in  thefe  Papers,  are  guilty 
in  fome  degree  of  fuch  falfe  eftimates,  and  blameable  affec- 
tation ;  for  it  cannot  have  efcaped  an  attentive  reader,  that 
the  Royal  Society  and  its  members  are  mentioned  more 
than  once,  in  a  ludicrous  and  contemptuous  manner.  See 
Tatler,  N**  15,  N**  26,  and  N«  221. 

In  every  branch  of  km)wledge,  as  well  as  in  the  Science 
hei-e  treated  of,  there  are  little  things,  which  neverthelefs 
require  proportionate  attention.  We  may  call  them,  and 
they  may  be  trifles  ;  '^  fed  ha  nuga  adferia  ducunt  bona.''* 
What  GiCERo  fays  in  his  fine  oration  for  Archias  the 
poet,  is  certainly  applicable  here.  The  thought  might 
have  firft  occurred  to  the  orator,  when  he  and  SciPio  were 
gathering  fhells  and  pebbles  on  the  fea-fhore;  but  undeni- 
ably it  is  exprefled  with  the  accuracy  of  a  philofopher,  and 
the  curious  felicity  of  a  man  of  genius.  ''  Omnes  artes-^ 
^'  habent  quoddam  commune  vinculum^  ^  qiiafe  cognatione 
f'  c^uadam  inter  fe  contlnentur,'^ 

tomy, 
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tomy,  and  my  aflbciatc  in  the  ftudies  of  nature, 
as  an  eternal  monument  of  my  afFeftion  and 
friendfhip  for  him,  I  bequeath 

My  rat's  tefticles,  and 

Whale's  pizzle, 
to  him  and  his  iflue  male ;  and  in  default  of 
fuch   iflue  in    the  faid   doctor  Elscrickius, 
then  to  return  to  my  executor  and  his  heirs 
for  ever. 

Having  fully  provided  for  my  nephew  Isaac, 
by  making  over  to  him  fome  years  fince, 
A  horned  Scarabaeus, 
The  Ikin  of  a  rattle-fnake,  and 
The  mummy  of  an  Egyptian  king, 
I  make  no  further  provifion  for  him  in  this 
my  Will. 

My  eldeft  fon  John,  having  fpoke  difre- 
fpe6lfully  of  his  little  filler,  whom  I  keep  by 
me  in  fpirits  of  wine,  and  in  many  other  in- 
ftances  behaved  himfelf  undutifully  toward^ 
me,  I  do  difinherit,  and  wholly  cut  off  from 
any  part  of  this  my  perfonat  eftate,  by  giving 
him  a  fingle  cockle- {hell. 

To  my  fecond  fon  Charles  I  give  and  be- 
queath all  my  flowers,  plants,  minerals,  moffes, 
Ihells,  pebbles,  foffils,  beetles,  butterflies,  ca- 
terpillars, graflioppers,  and  vermin,  not  above 
fpecified  ;  as  alfo  all  my  monfters,  both  wet 
and  dry  ;  making  the  faid  Charles  whole  and 
fole  executor  of  this  my  lafl:  will  and  tejlament ; 

he 
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he  paying,  orcaufing  to  be  paid,  the  aforefaid 
legacies  within  the  fpace  of  fix  months  after 
my  deceafe.  And  I  do  hereby  revoke  all  other 
ivills  whatfoever  by  me  formerly  made. 

Advertisement. 

Whereas  an  ignorant  upftart  in  Aftrology  has  publicly, 
endeavoured  to  perfuade  the  world,  that  he  is  the  late 
John  Partridge,  who  died  the  28th  of  March,  1708: 
rhefe  are  to  certify  all  whom  it  may  concern,  that  the 
true  John  Partridge  was  not  only  dead  at  that  time, 
but  continues  fo  to  this  prefent  day 

<'  Beware  of  counterfeits,  for  fuch  are  abroad." 


N<?  217.     Tuefday,  Auguft  29,  1710. 
STEELE. 


jltque  deos  atqtie  aftra  vocat  crudelia  mater, 

ViRG.  Eel.  V.  ver.  23; 

She  figh'd,.  (he  fobb'd,  and  furious  with  defpair, 
Accufed  all  the  gods,  and  every  (tar.         Dryden. 

From  my  own  Apartment,  Auguft  28. 

AS  I  was  paffing  by  a  neighbour's  houfe 
this  morning,  1  overheard  the  wife  of 
the  family  fpeaking  things  to  her  hufband 
which  gave  me  much  difturbance,  and  put  me 
in  mind  of  a  character  which  1  wonder  I  have 
(o  long  omitted,  an4  that  is,  an  outrageous 

fpecies^ 


c^^j, 
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fpecles  of  the  fair  fex,  which  is  diftinguiflied 
by  the  term  Scolds,  The  generality  of  women 
are  by  nature  loquacious;  therefore  m.ere  volu- 
bility of  fpeech  is  not  to  be  imputed  to  them, 
but  fhould  be  confidered  with  pleafure  when  it 
is  ufed  to  exprefs  fuch  paffions  as  tend  to 
fw^eten  or  adorn  converfation :  but  when 
through  rage,  Females  are  vehement  in  their 
Eloquence^  nothing  in  the  world  has  fo  ill  an 
effect  upon  the  features  ;  for  by  the  force  of 
it  I  have  fee.n  the  moft  acoiable  become  the 
moft  deformed  ;  and  fhe  that  appeared  one  of 
the  Graces,  immediately  turned  into  one  of 
the  Furies.  I  humbly  conceive^  the  great 
caufe  of  this  evil  may  proceed  from  a  falfe 
notion  thekdies  have  of,  what  we  cajl,  a  mode/i 
WOMAN.  They  have  too  narrow  a  conception 
of  this  lovely  charafter ;  and  believe  they  h^ye 
not  at  all  forfeited  their  pretenfions  to  it,  pro- 
vided they  have  no  imputations  on  their 
Chajiity.  But  alas  !  the  young  fellows  know 
they  pick  out  better  women  in  the  fide-boxes, 
than  many  of  thofe  who  pafs  upon  the  world 
and  themfelves  for  modeji.' 

Modesty  never  rages,  never  murmurs,  never 
pouts  ;  when  it  is  ill-treated,  it  pines,  it  be- 
fbeches,  it  languifhes.  The  neighbour  I  men- 
tion is  one  of  your  common  fnode/l  women, 
that  is  to  fay,  thofe  who  are  ordinarily  reckoned 
fuch.  Her  hufband  knows  every  pain  in  life 
with  her,  but  jealoufy.  Now,  becaufe  fhe  is 
clear  in  this  particular,  the  man  cannot  fay  his 

fpu| 
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foul  is  his  own,   but  fhe  cries,  *'  No  mode/l 
**  WOMAN   is  refpe6led  now  a-days."     What 
adds  to  the  comedy  in  this  cafe  is,  that  it  is  very 
ordinary  with  this  fort  of  women  to  talk  in 
the  language  of  diftrefs ;  they  will  complain  of 
the  forlorn   wretchednefs   of  their  condition, 
and  then  the  poor  helplefs  creatures  (hall  throw 
the  next  thing  they  can  lay  their  hands  on  at 
the  perfon  who  offends  them.    Our  neighbour 
was  only  faying  to  his  wife  **  fhe  went  a  little 
too   fine,"   when  fhe  immediately   pulled   his 
periwig  off,  and  flamped  it  under  her  fQCt, 
wrung  her  hands,    and  faid,   '*  Never  modejl 
*'  WOMAN  was  fo  ufed."    Thefe  ladies  of  irre- 
fiflible  Modejiy  are  thofe,    who  make  virtue 
unamiable;  not  that  they  can  be  faid  to   be 
virtuous,  but  as  they  live  without  fcandal ;  and 
being    under   the   common    denomination  of 
being  fuch,  men  fear  to  meet  their  faults  in 
thofe  who  are  as  agreeable  as  they  are  innocent. 
1  take  the  Bully  among  men,  and  the  Scold 
among  women,  to  draw  the  foundation  of  their 
anions  from  the  fame  defeft  in  the  mind.     A 
Bully  thinks  honour  confifts  wholly  in  being 
brave;  and  therefore  has  regard  to  no    one 
rule  of  life,  if  he  preferves  himfelf  from  the 
accufation  of  cowardice.    The  froward  woman 
knows  chaflity  to  be  the  firft  merit  in  a  wo- 
man ;  and  therefore,  fmce  no  one  can  call  her 
one  ugly  name,  fhe  calls  all  mankind  all  the 
reft. 

Thefe 
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Thefe  ladies,  where  their  companions  are  fo 
imprudent  as  to  take  their  fpeeches  for  any 
other,  than  exerciies  of  their  own  lungs  and 
their  hufbands  patience,  gain  by  the  force  of 
being  refifted,  and  flame  with  open  fury,  which 
is  no  way  to  be  oppofed  but  by  being  neglec- 
ted ;  though  at  the  fame  time  human  frailty 
makes  it  very  hard,  torelifh  the  Philofophy  of 
contemning  even  frivolous  reproach.  There 
is  a  very  pretty  inflance  of  this  infirmity  in 
the  man  of  tie  bejl  fenfe  that  ever  was^  ho  lefs 
a  perfon  than  Adam  himfelf.  According  to 
Milton's  defcription  of  the  firft  couple,  as 
foon  as  they  had  fallen,  and  the  turbulent 
paflions  of  anger,  hatred,  and  jealoufy,  firft 
entered  their  breafts ;  Adam  grew  moody,  and 
talked  to  his  wife,  as  you  may  find  it  in  the 
three  hundred  and  fifty-ninth  page,  and  ninth 
book,  of  Paradife  Loft,  in  the  oBavo  edition, 
which  out  of  heroics,  and  put.  into  domeftic 
flyle,  would  run  thus  : 

"  Madam,  if  my  advices  had  been  of  any 
"  authority  with  you,  when  that  ftrange  defire 
*'  of  gadding  pofleffed  you  this  morning,  we 
"  had  ftill  been  happy  j  but  your  curfed  vanity 
**  and  opinion  of  your  own  conduct,  which  is 
**  certainly  very  wavering  when  it  feeks  occa- 
"  fions  of  being  proved,  has  ruined  both  your- 
•*  felf  and  me,  who  trufted  you." 

Eve  had  no  fan  in  her  hand  to  rufBe,  or 
tucker  to  pull  down  j  but  with  a  reproachful 
air  Ihe  anfwered  2 

"  Sir, 
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*'  Sir,  do  you  impute  that  to  my  defire  of 
"  gadding,  which  might  have  happened  to 
*'  yourfelf,  with  all  your  wifdomand  gravity  ? 
**  The  ferpent  fpoke  fo  excellently,  and  with 

'*  fo   good   a   grace,    that Befides,    what 

'*  harm  had  I  ever  done  him,  that  he  ftiould 
''  defign  me  any  ?  Was  I  to  have  been  always 
*'  at  your  fide,  I  might  as  well  have  con- 
**  tinued  there,  and  been  but  your  rib  ftill : 
•*  but  if  I  was  fo  weak  a  creature  as  you 
*^  thought  me,  why  did  you  not  interpofe 
*'  your  fage  authority  more  abfolutely  ?  You 
^*  denied  me  going  as  faintly,  as  you  fay  I  re- 
"  fifted  the  ferpent.  Had  not  you  been  too 
**  eafy,  neither  you  nor  I  had  now  tranf- 
"  greffed." 

Adam  replied,  "  Why,  Eve,  haft  thou  the 
**  impudence  to  upbraid  me  as  the  caufe  of  thy 
"  tranfgreflion  for  my  indulgence  to  thee  ? 
**  Thus  will  it  ever  be  with  him,  who  trufts 
*^  too  much  to  woman.  At  the  fame  time 
**  that  fhe  refufes  to  be  governed,  if  flie  fuffers 
**  by  her  obftinacy,  flie  will  accufe  the  man 
''  that  (hall  leave  her  to  herfelf." 

Thus  they  in  mutual  accufation  fpent 

The  fruitkfs  hours,  but  neither  felf-condemningj 

And  of  their  vain  conteft  appeared  no  end. 

This,  to  the  modern,  will  appear  but  a  very 
faint  piece  of  conjugal  enmity  :  but  you  are  to 
conlider,  that  they  were  but  juft  begun  to  be 
angry,  and  they  wanted  new  words  for  ex- 

preffing 
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preffing  their  new  paflions;  but  by  her  ac- 
cufing  him  of  letting  her  go,  and  telling  him 
how  good  a  fpeaker,  and  how  fine  a  gentleman 
the  devil  was,  we  muft  reckon,  allowing  for 
the  improvements  of  time,  that  fhe  gave  hini 
the  fame  provocation  as  if  fhe  had  called  him 
cuckold.  The  paffionate  and  familiar  terms, 
with  which  the  fame  cafe  repeated  daily  for  fo 
many  thoufand  years  has  furnifhed  the  prefent 
generation,  were  not  then  in  ufe;  but  the 
foundation  of  debate  has  ever  been  the  fame, 
a  contention  about  their  merit  and  vvifdom. 
Our  general  mother  was  a  beauty ;  and  hear- 
ing there  was  another  now  in  the  world,  could 
not  forbear,  as  Adam  tells  her,  (hewing  her- 
felf,  though  to  the  devil,  by  whom  the  fame 
vanity  made  her  liable  to  be  betrayed. 

I  cannot,  with  all  the  help  of  fcience  and 
aftrology,  find  any  other  remedy  for  this  evil, 
but  what  was  the  medicine  in  this  firft  quar- 
rel ;  which  was,  as  appears  in  the  next  book, 
that  they  were  convinced  of  their  being  both 
weak,  but  the  one  weaker  than  the  other. 

If  it  were  poffible  that  the  beauteous  could 
but  rage  a  little  before  a  glafs,  and  fee  their 
pretty  countenances  grow  wild,  it  is  not  to  be 
doubted  but  it  would  have  a  very  good  effeft: 
but  that  would  require  temper:  for  Lady 
Firebrand,  upon  obferving  her  features  fwell 
when  her  maid  vexed  her  the  other  day, 
ftamped  her  drefling-glafs  under  her  feet.  In 
this  cafe,  when  one  of  this  temper  is  moved, 

ihe 
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fhe  is  like  a  witch  in  an  operation,  and  makes 
all  things  turn  round  with  her.  The  very 
fabric  is  in  a  vertigo  when  fhe  begins  to  charm. 
In  an  inftant,  whatever  was  the  occafion  that 
moved  her  blood,  (he  has  fuch  intolerable  fer- 
vants,  Betty  is  fo  aukward,  Tom  cannot 
carry  a  meffage,  and  her  hufband  has  fo  little 
refpeft  for  her,  that  llie,  poor  woman,  is  weary 
of  this  life,  and  was  born  to  be  unhappy. 
Defunt  multa. 
Advertisement. 
"  The  feafon  now  coming  on  in  which  the 
"  town  will  begin  to  fill,  Mr.  Bickerstaff 
"  gives  notice,  That  from  the  ifl  of  OBober 
**  next,  he  will  be  much  wittier  than  he  has 
*'  hitherto  been  *." 


N**  218.     Thurfday,  Auguft  31,  17 10. 
ADDISON*. 

ScripGvum  chorm  cmnis  amat  nemusy  et  fugit  urbes, 

HoR.  2  Ep.  ii.  77. 
The  tribe  of  Writers,  to  a  man,  admire 
The  peaceful  grove,  and  from  the  town  retire. 

Francis. 
From  my  own  Apartment,  Augufl:  30. 

I  Chanced  to  rife  very  early  one  particular 
morning  this  fummer,  and  took  a  walk  into 

the 

*  See  Tat.  N^  210,  note;  N°  225,  adfmem\  and  Ex- 
aminer, vol.  I.  N*'  5,  P.  S. 

t  This  Paper  feems  to  have  been  afciibed  to  Addison^ 
Vol.  IV.  O  by 


194  THE    TATLEft.      ]^^2il 

the  country  to  divert  myfelf  among  the  fields 
and  meadows,  while  the  green  was  new,  and  the 
flowers  in  their  bloom.  As  at  this  feafon  of 
the  year  every  lane  is  a  beautiful  walk,  and 
every  hedge  full  of  nofegays  ;  I  loft  myfelf 
v/ith  a  great  deal  of  pleafure  among  feveral 
thickets  and  bufhes,  that  were  filled  with  a 
great  variety  of  birds,  and  an  agreeable  con- 
fufion  of  notes,  which  formed  the  pleafanteft 
fcene  in  the  world  to  one  who  had  paffed  a 
whole  winter  in  noife  and  fmoke.  The  frefh- 
nefs  of  the  dews  that  lay  upon  every  thing 
about  me,  with  the  cool  iDreath  of  the  morn- 
ing, which  infpired  the  birds  with  fo  many  de- 
lightful inftindts,  created  in  me  the  fame  kind 
of  animal  pleafure,  and  made  my  heart  over- 
flow with  fuch  fecret  emotions  of  joy  and  fatis- 
faftion  as  are  not  to  be  defcribed  or  accounted 
for.  On  this  occafion  I  could  not  but  rcfleft 
upon  a  beautifuly?;/;//^  in  Milton  : 

As  one  who  long  in  populous  city  pent. 
Where  houfes  thick  and  fewers  annoy  the  air, 
Forth  iffuing  on  a  fummer*s  morn  to  breathe 
AiTiong  the  pleafant  villages  and  farms 
Adjoin'd,  from  each  thing  met  conceives  delight: 
The  fmell  of  grain,  or  tedded  grafs,  or  kine. 
Or  dairy,  each  rural  fight,  each  rural  found. 

by  Steele,  in  the  L//?  which  he  delivered  to  Mr.  Tickell, 
as  it  is  re-printed  in  Addison's  "  Works,'*  410.  vol.  II. 
p.  311.  It  is  likewife  marked  3S  a  Paper  of  Addison  in 
the  MS.  notes  of  C.  Byron,  Efq.  mentioned  in  a  Note  on 
N'74. 

Thofe 
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Thofe  who  are  converfant  in  the  writings  bf 
polite  authors,  receive  an  additional  enter- 
tainment from  the  country,  as  it  revives  in 
their  memories  thofe  charming  defcriptions> 
with  which  fuch  authors  do  frequently  abound. 

I  was  thinking  of  the  foregoing  beautiful 
Jimile  in  Milton,  and  applying  it  to  myfelf, 
when  I  obferved  to  the  windward  of  me  a 
black  cloud  falling  to  the  earth  in  long  trails 
bf  rain,  which  made  me  betake  myfelf  for 
fhelter  to  a  houfe  I  faw  at  a  little  diftance 
from  the  place  where  I  was  walking.  As  I 
fat  in  the  porch,  1  heard  the  voices  of  two  or 
three  perfons,  who  feemed  very  earneft  in  dif- 
courfe.  My  curiofity  was  railed  when  I  heard 
the  names  of  Alexander  the  Great  and  Artax- 
erxes'y  and  as  their  talk  feemed  to  run  on  an- 
cient heroes,  I  concluded  there  could  not  be 
any  fecret  in  it ;  for  which  reafon  I  thought  I 
might  very  fairly  liften  to  what  they  faid. 

After  feveral  parallels  between  great  men, 
which  appeared  to  me  altogether  groundlefs 
and  chimerical,  I  was  furprized  to  hear  one 
fay,  that  he  valued  the  Black  Prince  more  than 
the  duke  of  Vendofme.  How  the  duke  of  Ven- 
dofme  fhould  become  a  rival  of  the  Black 
Frince^  I  could  not  conceive :  and  was  more 
ftartled  when  I  heard  a  fecond  affirm  with 
great  vehemence,  that  if  the  emperor  of  Ger- 
many was  not  going  off,  he  fliould  like  him 
better  than  either  of  them.  He  added,  that 
though  the  feafon  was  fo  changeable,  the  duke 

O  2  of 
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of  Marlborough  was  in  blooming  beauty.  I 
was  wondering  to  myfelf  from  whence  they 
had  received  this  odd  intelligence  ;  efpecially 
when  I  heard  them  mention  the  names  of  fe- 
veral  other  great  generals,  as  the  prince  of 
Hejfe,  and  the  king  of  Sweden^  who,  they  faid, 
were  both  running  away.  To  which  they 
added,  what  I  entirely  agreed  with  them  in, 
that  the  crown  of  France  was  very  weak,  but 
that  the  marfhal  Villars  ftill  kept  his  colours. 
At  laft  one  of  them  told  the  company,  if  they 
would  go  along  with  him,  he  would  fliew  them 
a  chimney-fweeper  and  a  painted  lady  in  the 
fame  bed,  which  he  was  fure  would  very  much 
pleafe  them.  The  ftiower,  which  had  driven 
them  as  well  as  myfelf  into  the  houfe,  was 
now  over :  and  as  they  were  pafling  by  me  into 
the  garden,  1  afked  them  to  let  me  be  one  of 
their  company. 

The  gentleman  of  the  houfe  told  me,  "  if  I 
"  delighted  in  flowers,  it  would  be  worth  my 
^^  while ;  for  that  he  believed  he  could  fliew 
*'  me  fuch  a  blow  of  tulips,  as  was  not  to  be 
"  matched  in  the  whole  country." 

I  accepted  the  offer,  and  immediately  found 
that  they  had  been  talking  in  terms  of  garden- 
ing, and  that  the  kings  and  generals  they  had 
mentioned  were  only  fo  many  tulips,  to  which 
the  gardeners,  according  to  their  ufual  cuftom, 
had  given  fuch  high  titles  and  appellations  of 
honour. 

I  was 
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I  was  very  much  pleafed  and  aftoniflied  at 
the  glorious  (how  of  thefe  gay  vegetables,  that 
arofe  in  great  profufion  on  all  the  banks  about 
us.  Sometimes  I  confidered  them  with  the  eye 
of  an  ordinary  fpedator,  as  fo  many  beautiful 
iobjefts  varniihed  over  with  a  natural  glofs, 
and  ftained  with  fuch  a  variety  of  coloBrs^  as 
are  not  to  be  equalled  in  any  artificial  .dyes  or 
tin6tures.  Sometimes  I  confidered  every  leaf 
as  an  elaborate  piece  of  tiflue,  in  which  the 
threads  and  fibres  were  woven  together  into 
different  configurations,  which  gave  a  different 
colouring  to  the  light  as  it  glanced  on  the  fe- 
veral  parts  of  the  furface.  Sometimes  I  con- 
fidered the  whole  bed  of  tulips,  according  to 
the  notion  of  the  greateft  mathematician  and 
Philofopher  that  ever  lived  *,  as  a  multitude 
of  optic  inflruments,  defigned  for  the  fepa- 
rating  light  into  all  thofe  various  colours  of 
which  it  is  compofed. 

I  was  awakened  out  of  thefe  my  philofophir 
cal  fpeculations,  by  obferving  the  company 
often  feemed  to  laugh  at  me.  I  accidentally 
praifed  a  tulip  as  one  of  the  fined  I  ever  faw  5 
upon  which  they  told  me,  it  was  a  common 
Fool's  Co^t.  Upon  that  I  praifed  a  fecond, 
which  it  feems  was  but  another  kind  of  Fool's 
Coat.  I  had  the  fame  fate  with  two  or  three 
more;  for  which  reafon  1  defired  the  owner 
;Qf  the  garden  to  let  me  know  which  were  the 

*  Sir  Isaac  Nhwton. 

O  2  finefl: 
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iineft  of  the  flowers ;  for  that  I  was  fo  un- 
fkilful  in  the  art,  that  I  thought  the  moft 
beautiful  were  the  moft  valuable,  and  that 
thofe  which  had  the  gayeft  colours  were  the 
moft  beautiful.  The  gentleman  fmiled  at  my 
ignorance.  He  feemed  a  very  plain  honeft 
man,  and  a  perfon  of  good  fenfe,  had  not  his 
head  been  touched  with  that  diftemper  which 
Hippocrates  calls  rvXi'iri^o^.ttna,,  Tulippomania  ;  in- 
fomuch  that  he  would  talk  very  rationally 
on  any  fubje6l  in  the  world  but  a  tulip. 

He  told  me  "  that  he  valued  the  bed  of 
?*  flowers  which  lay  before  us,  and  v/as  not 
"  above  twenty  yards  in  length  and  two  in 
"  breadth,  more  than  he  would  the  beft  hun- 
*'  dred  acres  of  land  in  England;"  and  added, 
**  that  it  would  have  been  worth  twice  the 
*'  money  it  is,  if  a  foolifh  cook-maid  of  his 
**  had  not  almoft  ruined  him  the  laft  winter,  by 
*'  miftaking  an  handful  of  tulip^roots  for  an 
*'  heap  of  onions,  and  by  that  means,"  fays 
he,  "  made  me  a  dijh  of  porridge  that  cojl  trie, 
abo've  a  thou f and  pounds  Jierling"  He  ther^ 
{hewed  me  what  he  thought  the  fineft  of  hi^ 
tulips,  which  I  found  received  all  their  value 
from  their  rarity  and  oddnefs,  and  put  me  ii^ 
mind  of  your  great  fortqnes,  which  are  not 
always  the  greateft  beauties. 

1  have  often  looked  upon  it  j^s  a  piece  of 
happinefs,  that  1  have  never  fallen  into  any  of 
thefe  fantaftical  taftes,  nor  efteemed  any  thing 
the  more  for  its  being  uncommon  and  hard 
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to  be  met  with.  For  this  reafon  I  look  upon 
the  whole  country  in  fpring-time  as  a  fpa- 
cious  garden,  and  make  as  many  vifits  to  a 
ipot  of  daifos,  or  a  bank  of  violets,  as  a  florift 
does  to  his  borders  or  parterres.  There  is  nop 
a  bufh  in  bloffom  within  a  mile  of  me  which  I 
am  not  acquainted  with,  nor  fcarce  a  daffodil  or 
cowflip  that  withers  away  in  the  neighbourhoo4 
without  my  miffing  it.  1  walked  home  in  thi? 
t:emper  of  mind  through  feveral  fields  and 
meadows  with  an  unfpeakable  pleafure,  not 
without  reflecting  on  the  bounty  of  Provi- 
dence, which  has  made  the  moft  pleafmg  and 
moft  beautiful  obgeds  the  moft  ordinary  and 
inoft  common  *. 


]>i°  219.     Saturday,  September  2,  1710, 
STEEL  E.f 


Solutes 


^ui  captat  rifus  hominumy  famamque  dicacis — 
Ajfs^at^  niger  eft ;  hunc^  tu  Romane,  caveto. 

HoR.  I  Sat.  iv.  82a 
Who  trivial  burfls  oflaughter  drives  to  raifc. 
And  courts  of  prating  petulance  the  praife. 
This  man  is  vile;  here,  Roaian,  Hk  your  mark; 
His  foul  is  black,  as  his  complexion's  dark.  Francis. 

From  my  own  Apartment,  September  i. 

NEVER  were  men  fo  perplexed  as  a  f^]e6l 
company  of  us  were  this  evening  witli  a 
O  4  couple 

*  See  Tatler,  N°  216,  note,  ad finem, 
I  Recording    to   the  rule  in   all  cafes  of  uncertainty, 

N^  219 
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Gouple  of  profefled  wits,  who,  through  our  ill 
fortune,  and  their  own  confidence,  had  thought 
fit  to  pin  thcmfelves  upon  a  gentleman  who 
had  owned  to  them,  that  he  was  going  to  meet 
fuch  and  fuch  perfons,  and  named  us  one  by 
one.  Thefe  pert  puppies  immediately  refolved 
to  come  with  him;  and  from  the  beginning  to 
the  end  of  the  night  entertained  each  other 
with  impertinencies,  to  which  we  were  perfect 
flrangers.  I  am  come  home  very  much  tired ; 
for  the  affliflion  was  fo  irkfome  to  me,  that  it 
furpaffes  all  other  I  ever  knew,  infomuch  that 

N°  219  is  here  afcribed  to  Steele  ^  but  probably  It  was 
written  by  Addison, 

So/utos  is  fubftituted  inftead  of  procaces  in  the  motto  of 
the  original  paper  by  the  exprefs  diredtion  of  Addison  at 
the  clofe  of  N°  221,  of  which  he  was  moft  likely  thq 
author.  The  pleafantry  and  oblique Jirokes  feem  to  point  at 
a  perfon  of  fome  note,  apparently  in  habits  of  intimacy, 
Jf  not  of  friendfhip,  with  the  writer  ;  and  afford  a  fatis- 
fadory  reafon  for  the  omiilion  of  this  number  in  Steele's 
/y?  of  Addison's  papers. 

Steele  poflibly  might  have  been  columnlated  and  traduce^ 
fpr  the  contents  of  this  Paper,  and  lefs  patiently,  perhaps, 
than  ufual,  by  the  very  perfon  who  occafioned  his  writing 
fo  queruloufly  to  Congreve,  in  his  dedication  of  Addison's 
*'  Drummer'*  to  that  gentleman.  The  perfon  here  alludecj 
to  was  Mr.  Thomas  Tickell. 

Whether  the  raillery  on  Tom  Spindle  in  N*  47,  aimed 
at  Mr.  Thomas  Tickell,  was  the  caufe  or  the  confequence 
of  fome  diflike,  it  is  not  now  fo  eafy  to  determine.  Addi- 
son was  moft  probably  the  author  of  that  Paper  as  well  as 
of  this,  although  agreeably  to  the  rule  adopted  in  all  cafes 
of  dubiety,  they  are  both  afcribed  to  Steele  in  this 
edition.     See  N*  47. 

1  cannot 
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I  cannot  reflefl:  upon  this  forrow  with  plea- 
fure,  though  it  is  paft*. 

An  eafy  manner  of  converfation  is  the  moft 
defirable  quality  a  man  can  have;  and  for  that 
reafon  coxcombs  will  take  upon  them  to  be  fa- 
miliar with  people  whom  they  never  faw  before. 
What  adds  to  the  vexation  of  it  is,  that  they 
will  ait  upon  the  footing  of  knowing  you  by 
fame ;  and  rally  with  you,  as  they  call  it,  by 
repeating  what  your  enemies  fay  of  you  ;  and 
court  you,  as  they  think,  by  uttering  to  your 
face,  at  a  wrong  time,  all  the  kind  things 
your  friends  fpeak  of  you  in  your  abfence. 

Thefe  people  are  the  more  dreadful,  the  more 
they  have  of  what  is  ufually  called  wit :  for  a 
lively  imagination,  when  it  is  not  governed  by 
a  good  underftanding,  makes  fuch  miferable  ha- 
vock  both  in  converfation  and  bufmefs,  that  it 
lays  you  defencelefs,  and  fearful  to  throw  the 
leaft  word  in  its  way,  that  may  give  it  new 
matter  for  its  further  errors. 

Tom  Me^cet  has  as  quick  a  fancy  as  any 
one  living  ;  but  there  is  no  reafonable  man  can 
bear  hini  half  an  hour.  His  purpofe  is  to  en- 
tertain, and  it  is  of  no  confequence  to  him 
what  is  feid,  fo  it  be  what  is  called  well  faid ; 
as  if  a  man  muft  bear  a  wound  with  patience, 
becaufe  he  that  pufhcd  at  you  came  up  with  a 
good  air  and  mien.  That  part  of  life  which 
we  fpend  in  company  is  the  moft  pleafing  of 
all  our  moments;  and  therefore  I  think  our 
*  See  Tatj-er,  N'  215,  NoU  and  Rotation, 

"      ^  be- 


202  THE    TATLER.       N^aig. 

behaviour  in  it  fhould  have  its  laws,  as  well  as 
the  part  of  our  being  which  is  generally 
efteemed  the  more  important.  From  hence  it 
is,  that  from  long  experience  I  have  made  it  si 
maxim,  that  however  we  may  pretend  to  take 
fatisfaflion  in  fprightly  mirth  and  high  jollity, 
there  is  no  great  pleafure  in  any  company 
where  the  bafis  of  the  fociety  is  not  mutual 
good-will.  When  this  is  in  the  room,  every 
trifling  circumftance,  the  moft  rninute  acci- 
dent, the  abfurdity  of  a  fervant,  the  repetition 
.of  an  old  ftory,  the  look  of  a  man  when  he  is 
telling  it,  the  moft  ihdifFerent  and  the  moft 
ordinary  occurrences,  are  matters  which  pro- 
duce mirth  and  good-humour.  I  went  to 
fpend  an  hour  after  this  manner  with  fome 
friends,  who  enjoy  it  in  perfe6tion  whenever 
they  meet,  when  thofe  deftroyers  above-men- 
tioned carne  in  upon  us.  There  is  not  a  man 
among  them  who  has  any  notion  of  diftindioii 
of  fuperiority  to  one  another,  either  in  their 
fortunes  or  their  talents,  when  they  are  in 
company.  Or  if  any  refleflion  to  the  con- 
trary occurs  in  their  thoughts,  it  only  ftrike^ 
a  delight  upon  their  minds,  that  fo  much  wif- 
dom  and  power  is  in  polTeffion  of  one  whorr^ 
{:hey  love  and  efteem. 

In  thefe  my  Lucubrations,  I  have  fre- 
quently dwelt  upon  this  one  topic.  The  above 
maxim  would  make  Ihort  work  for  us  re- 
formers; for  it  is  only  want  of  making  this  a 
pofition  that  renders  fome  characters  bad, 
^  whici) 
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which  would  otherwife  be  good.  Tom  Mert 
(GET  means  no  man  ill,  but  does  ill  to  every 
body.  His  ambition  is  to  be  witty  ;  and  to 
carry  on  that  defign,  he  breaks  through  all 
things  that  other  people  hold  facred.  If  he 
thought  that  wit  was  no  way  to  be  ufed  but 
to  the  advantage  of  fociety,  that  fprightlinefs 
would  have  a  new  turn  5  and  we  fhould  expe6l 
what  he  is  going  to  fay  with  fatisfadiion  inftead 
of  fear.  It  is  no  excufe  for  being  mifchievous, 
that  a  man  is  mifchievous  without  malice; 
nor  will  it  be  thought  an  atonement,  that  the 
ill  was  done  not  to  injure  the  party  concerned, 
but  to  divert  the  indifferent. 

It  is,  methinks,  a  very  great  error,  that  we 
fhould  not  profefs  honefty  in  converfation,  as 
much  as  in  commerce.  If  we  confider,  that 
there  is  no  greater  misfortune  than  to  be  ill- 
received  ;  where  we  love  the  turning  a  man  to 
ridicule  among  his  friends,  we  rob  him  of 
greater  enjoyments  than  he  could  have  pur- 
chafed  by  his  wealth  J  yet  he  that  laughs  at 
him  would,  perhaps,  be  the  laft  man  who 
would  hurt  him  in  this  cafe  of  lefs  confe- 
guence.  It  has  been  faid,  the  hiftory  of  Dori 
QuixoT  utterly  deftroyed  the  fpirit  of  gal- 
lantry in  the  Spanifh  nation  j  and  I  believe  we 
may  fay  much  rnore  truly,  that  the  humour 
of  ridicule  has  done  as  much  injury  to  the 
true  relifh  of  company  in  England. 

Such  fatisfaffions  as  arife  from  the  fecret 
comparifon  of  ourfelves  to  others,  with  relation 
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to  their  inferior  fortunes  or  merit,  are  mean 
and  unworthy.  The  true  and  high  ftate  of 
converfation  is,  when  men  communicate  their 
thoughts  to  each  other  upon  fuch  fubjeds,  an4 
in  fuch  a  manner,  as  would  be  pleafant,  if 
there  were  no  fuch  thing  as  folly  in  the  world  ; 
for  it  is  but  a  low  condition  of  wit  in  one  man, 
which  depends  upon  folly  in  another. 

P.  S.  I  was  here  interrupted  by  the  receipt  of 
my  letters,  among  which  is  one  from  a  lady, 
who  is  not  a  little  offended  at  my  tranflation 
of  the  difcourfe  between  Adam  and  Eve.  She 
pretends  to  tell  ngie  my  own^  as  fhe  calls  it,  and 
quotes  feveral  paffages  in  my  works,  which 
tend  to  the  utter  difunion  of  man  and  wife. 
Her  epiftle  will  beft  exprefs  her.  I  have  made 
an  extraft  of  it,  and  fhall  infert  the  rnofl:  ma-r 
tcrial  paffages. 

*'  1  fuppofe  you  know  we  women  are  not 
**  too  apt  to  forgive  :  for  which  reafon,  before 
you  concern  yourfeif  any  further  with  our 
fex,  1  would  advife  you  to  anfwer  what  is 
faid  againft  you  by  thofe  of  your  own.  ]. 
inclofe  to  you  bufinefs  enough,  until  you 
are  ready  for  your  promife  of  being  witty. 
You  muft  not  expeft  to  fay  what  you  pleafe, 
without  admitting  others  to  take  the  fame 
liberty.  Marry  come  up  !  You  a  Cenfor  ? 
Pray  read  over  all  thefe  pamphlets,  and  thefe 
notes  upon  your  Lucubrations  3  by  that 
time  you  fhall  hear  further.  It  is,  I  fup- 
pofe, from  fuch  as  you,  that  people  learii 


<c 
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*'  to  be  cenforious,  for  which  I  and  all  our 
*'  fex  have  an  utter  averfion ;  when  once 
*'  people  come  to  take  the  liberty  to  wound 

*'  reputations " 

This  is  the  main  body  of  the  letter ;  but  (he 
bids  me  turn  over,  and  there  1  find 

"    Mr.  BiCKERSTAFF, 

*^  If  you  will  draw  Mrs.  Cicely  Trippet, 
**  according  to  the  inclofed  defcription,  I  will 
**  forgive  you  all  *." 

"  To  Isaac  Bickerstaff,  Efquire. 

"  The  humble  Petition  of  Joshua  Fairlove 
"  of  Stepney^ 

"  Sheweth, 

"  THAT  your  Petitioner  is  a  general  lover, 
*'  who  for  feme  months  lafl:  paft  has  made  it 
*'  his  whole  bufinefs  to  frequent  the  by-paths 
"  and  roads  near  his  dwelling,  for  no  other 
"  piirpofe  but  to  hand  fuch  of  the  fair  fex  as 
*'  are  obliged  to  pafs  through  them. 

"  That  he  has  been  at  great  expence  for 
"  clean  gloves  to  offer  his  hand  with. 

*  This  feems  to  be  a  fneer  at  the  InefFe^lual  offers  and 
propofals  made  by  the  new  miniftry  to  draw  Steele  into 
their  interefts,  or  to  engage  him  to  be  filent.  See  N*  214, 
introdu^ory  note, 

''  That 
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**  That  towards  the  evening  he  approaches 
"  near  London^  and  emyloys  himfelf  as  a  con- 
"  voy  towards  home. 

"  Your  Petitioner  therefore  moft  humbly 
"  prays,  that  for  fuch  his  humble  fer- 
"  vices  he  may  be  allowed  the  title  of 
•*  an  Efquire." 

Mr.MoRPHEw  has  orders  to  carry  the  proper 
inftruments;  and  the  Petitioner  is  hereafter  to 
be  writ  to  upon  gilt  paper,  by  the  title  of 
Joshua  Fairlove,  Efquire. 


N''22o.     Tuefday,  September  5,  1710, 
ADDISON*. 


Infant  fapiens  nomen  ferat,  aquus  imqui, 
Ultra  quam  Jails  efty  virtutem  ft  fetat  ipfam. 

HoR.  I  Ep.  vi.  15, 

Even  virtue,  when  purfu'd  with  warmth  extreme. 
Turns  into  vice,  and  fools  the  fage*s  fame. 

Francis, 


From  my  own  Apartment,  September  4. 

AVING  received  many  letters  filled  with 
compliments  and  acknowledgements  for 

my 

*  Addison  was  unqueftionably  the  author  of  this  Paper. 
Steele  afcribes  **  the  defcription  of  the  Thermometer"  to 

his 


H 


N°220.      THE    TATLER.  207 

my  late  ufeful  difcovery  of  the  Political  bako-' 
METER  "fy  I  fliall  here  communicate  to  the 
public  an  account  of  my  Ecclejiaftical  thermo- 
meter, the  latter  giving  as  manifeft  prognofti- 
cations  of  the  changes  and  revolutions  in 
church,  as  the  former  does  of  thofe  in  ftate ; 
and  both  of  them  being  abfolutely  neceflary 
for  every  prudent  fubjeft  who  is  refolved  to 
keep  what  he  has,  and  get  what  he  can. 

1  he  C/6//rc/?-THERMOMETER,  which  I  am 
now  to  treat  of,  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  in- 
vented in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Eighth  Ij, 

about 

his  principal  auxiliary,  in  his  Preface  to  the  fourth  volume 
of  the  Tatler.  It  was  doubtlefs  included  in  the  liji  of 
Addison's  Papers,  delivered  by  Steele  to  Mr.  Tickell, 
as  it  is  re- printed  upon  the  authority  of  that  ///?  in  Addi- 
son's *'  Works,"  4to.  vol.  II.  p.  314.  It  is  likewife 
marked  as  a  paper  of  Addison  in  the  MS.  notes  of  Chrif- 
topher  Byron,  Efq.  mentioned  in  a  Note  on  N"  74. 

t  See  Tat.  N°  214,  Note^  and  N^  228,  Advertlfement, 
|i  For  the  reafon  given  in  a  hlote  on  N**  214,  a  fimilar 
oblervation  feems  to  be  neceflary  here. 

The  author  humoioufiy  dates  the  invention  of  his  eccU^ 
fiqfijcal  THERMOMETER  in  the  reign  of  K.  Henry  VIII  ; 
but  this  brutal  man  and  odious  tyrant,  was  in  his  grave 
more  than  half  a  century  before  the  difcovery  of  the  com- 
7non  WRATHER-GLAss,  ufed  here  in  a  lax  fenfe,  to  denote 
both  what  is  now  called   the  barometer,  and   alfo  the 

THERMOMFTER. 

Henry  VIIT.  died  in  T547  ;  and  Toricelli,  who  was 
doubtlefs  the  inventor  of  what  is  called  the  barometer, 
died  in  1647.  Toricelli  certainly  was  not  the  inventor 
of  any  inftrument  that  was  called  a  thermometer.  For 
the  honour  of  this  invention  pofthumous  claims  have  been 
made  by  different  writers:  for  Galileo,  the  mafter  of 
Toricelli  J  for  the  ingenious  Venetian,  F,  Paul  Sarpi  ; 

and 
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about  the  time  when  that  religious  prince  put 
fome  to  death  for  owning  the  Pope's  Supre- 
macyy  and  others  for  denying  T^ranfubftantia- 
tion,  I  do  not  find,  however,  any  great  ufe 
made  of  this  inftrument,  until  it  fell  into 
the  hands  of  a  learned  and  vigilant  prieft  or 

and  for  Cornelius  Drebbel.  But  Sanctorius* 
celebrated  for  his  curious  book  on  infcnfible  perfpiration, 
and  the  invention  of  the  weighing  chair,  who  lived  about 
a  century  after  K.  Henry  Vlll.  claimed  this  difcovery  for 
himfelf,  and  to  this  Paduan  phyfician,  Borelli  and 
Malpighi,  both  of  them  Florentine  academicians,  afcribe 
it  without  referve. 

An  attention  to  the  principle  on  which  the  inftrument 
was  originally  conftru£led,  argues  ingenuity.  But  the  firft 
THERMOMETERS  were  rude,  inconvenient  things,  and 
but  ill  adapted  to  the  various  purpofes  to  which  the  modern 
inftruments  fo  called  are  advantageoufly  applied.  The  li- 
quor ufed  in  the  firft  inftruments  of  this  kind  was  fubjedt 
to  evaporation,  and  they  were  afFe6ted  by  the  varymg 
weight  of  the  incumbent  atmofphere,  fo  that  their  indica- 
tions of  the  different  degrees  of  heat  were  always  uncertain, 
and  fometimes  deceitful.  The  Florentine  academicians 
greatly  remedied  thefe  inconveniencies,  and  fupplicd  fome 
of  their  defeats,  by  conftru£ling  them  with  fpirits  inclofed 
in  glafs  tubes  fealed  hermetically.  The  inftrument,  fo  far 
improved,  was  firft  introduced  into  England  by  Mr. 
Boyle,  under  the  appellation  of  the  Florentine  thermo- 
meter, and  came  immediately  into  general  ufe.  The 
higheft  term  of  this  weather-glass  was  adjufted  to  the 
fummer-heat  of  Florence,  which  was,  at  that  date, 
vague  and  ill-afcertained.  But  the  curiofity  and  ufcfulnefs 
of  thefe  inftruments,  defedlive  as  they  were,  attracting 
notice,  and  exercifing  ingenuity  where-cver  they  appeared, 
they  were  foon  adjufted  to  more  fixed  and  commodious 
terms,  conftru<Sled  with  more  fuitable  materials,  graduated 
with  greater  accuracy,  and  brought,  by  a  variety  of  cu- 
rious experiments,  to  their  prefent  meliorated  ftate. 

minifter, 
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minifter,  for  he  frequently  wrote  himfelf  both 
one  and  the  other,  who  was  fome  time  Vicar 
of  Bray.  This  gentleman  lived  in  his  vicarage 
to  a  good  old  age;  and,  after  having  feen  fe- 
veral  fuccefiions  of  his  neighbouring  clergy 
either  burned  or  banifhed,  departed  this  life 
with  the  fatisfa6lion  of  having  never  deferted 
his  flock,  and  died  Vicar  of  Bray.  As  this 
GLASS  was  firft  defigncd  to  calculate  the  dif- 
ferent degrees  of  Heat  in  religion,  as  it  raged 
in  Popery,  or  as  it  cooled  and  grew  temperate 
in  the  Reformation  ;  it  was  marked  at  feveral 
diftances,  after  the  manner  our  ordinary  Ther- 
mometer is  to  this  day,  viz.  "  Extreme  Heat, 
"  Sultry  Heat,  Very  Hot,  Hot,  Warm,  Tem- 
«'  perate,  Cold,  Juft  freezing,  Frofl,  Hard 
**  Froft,  Great  Froft,  Extreme  Cold." 

It  is  well  known,  that  Toricellius,  the  in- 
ventor of  thecommon/?^"^^^y6fr- glass,  made  the 
experiment  in  along  tube,  which  held  thirty-two 
feet  of  water ;  and  that  a  more  modern  virtuofo^ 
finding  fuch  a  machine  altogether  unwieldy 
and  ufelefs,  and  confidering  that  thirty-two 
inches  of  quickfilver  weighed  as  much  as  io 
many  feet  of  water  in  a  tube  of  the  fame  cir- 
cumference, invented  that  fizeable  inftrument 
which  is  now  in  ufe.  After  this  manner,  that 
I  might  adapt  the  Thermometer  I  am  now 
fpeaking  of  to  the  prefent  conftitution  of  our 
Church,  as  divided  into  High  and  Low,  I  have 
made  fome  neceflary  variations  both  in  the 
tube  and  the  fluid  it  contains.     In  the  firit 

Vol.  ]V^,  P  place. 
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place,  I  ordered  a  tube  to  be  caftin  a  planetaiy 
hour,  and  took  care  to  feal  it  hermetically, 
when  the  Sun  was  in  conjunction  whh  Satur?!. 
I  then  took  the  proper  precautions  about  the 
fluid,  which  is  a  compound  of  tvvo  very  dif- 
fercnt  liquors ;  one  of  them  a  fpirit  drawn  out 
of  a  ftrong  heady  wine;  the  other  a  particular 
fort  of  rock-wateiv  colder  than  ice,  and  clearer 
than   cryftal.     The   fpirit   is  of  a    red   fiery 
coloar,  and  fo  very  apt  to  ferment,  that  unlefs 
it  be  mingled  with  a  proportion  of  the  water^ 
or  pent  up  very  clofe,  it  will  burft  the  vefler 
that  holds  it,  and  fly  up  in  fume  and  fmoke. 
The  water,  on  the  contrary,  is  of  fuch  a  fub- 
tle  piercing  cold,  that,  unlefs  it  be   mingled 
with  a  proportion  of  the  fpirks,  it  will  fink 
almoft  through  every  thing  that  it  is  put  into  ; 
and  feems  to  be  of  the  fame  nature  as  the  water 
mentioned  by  ^iiitus  Curtius^  which,  fays  the 
hiftorian,  could  be  contained  in  nothing  but  in 
the  hoof,   or  as  the  Oxford  manufcript  has  it, 
in  the  IkuU  of  an  afs.     The  Thermometer  is 
marked  according   to    the   following  figure  > 
which  I  fet  down  at  length,  not  only  to  give 
my  reader  a  clear  idea  of  it,  but  alfo  to  fiil  up 
Hiy  Paper. 

Ignorance. 

Perfecution. 

Wrath. 

Zeal. 

Church. 

Moderation. 

Lukewarmaefs^ 
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Lukewarmnefs. 

Infidelity. 

Ignorance. 
The  rdader  will  obferve,  that  the  Church  is 
placed  in  the  middle  point  of  theGlafs,  between 
Zeal  and  Moderation  ;  the  fitiiation  in  which 
fhe  always  flourifhes,  and  in  which  every  good 
Englijhman  wifhes  her,  who  is  a  friend  to  the 
conftitution  of  his  country.  However,  whea 
it  mouhts  to  Zeal,  it  is  not  amifs  ;  and  whea 
it  finks  to  Moderation,  is  ftill  in  a  moft  admi- 
rable temper.  The  worft  of  it  is,  that  whea 
once  it  begins  to  rife,  it  has  ftill  an  inclination 
to  afcend ;  irifomach  that  it  is  apt  to  climb  up 
from  Zeal  to  Wrath,  and  from  Wrath  to  Per- 
fecution,  which  always  ends  in  Ignorance,  and 
very  often  proceeds  from  it.  In  the  fame 
manner  it  frequently  takes  its  progrefs  through 
the  lower  half  of  the  Glafs ;  and,  when  it  has 
a  tendency  to  fall,  will  gradually  defcend  from 
Moderation  to  Lukewarmnefs,  and  from  Luke- 
warmnefs to  Infidelity,  which  very  often  ter- 
minates in  Ignorance,  and  always  proceeds 
from  it. 

It  is  a  common  obfervation  that  the  ordinary 
Thermometer  will  be  affected  by  the  breathing 
of  people  who  are  in  the  room  where  it  ftands  ; 
and  indeed  it  is  almoft  incredible  to  conceive, 
how  the  Glafs  I  am  now  defcribing  will 
fall  by  the  breath  of  a  multitude  crying 
*'  Popery ;"  or,  on  tlie  contrary,  how  it  will 
rife  when  the  fame  multitude,  as  it  fometimes 
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happens,  cry  out  in  the  fame  breath,  ^^  The 
**  church  is  in  danger." 

As  foon  as  I  had  finifhed  this  my  glafs,  ^nd 
adjufted  it  to  the  above-mentioned  fcale  of  re- 
ligion; that  I  might  make  proper  experimerirs 
with  it,  I  carried  it  under  my  cloke  to  fcveral 
cofFee-houfes,  and  other  places  of  refort  about 
this  great  city.  At  Saint  James's  coffee-houfe 
the  liquor  flood  at  Moderation  ;  but  at  Wilfs^ 
to  my  great  furprize,  it  fubfided  to  the  very 
loweft  mark  on  the  Glafs.  At  tht  Grecian  it 
mounted  but  juft  one  point  higher;  at  the 
RainbD':v  it  ftill  afcended  tv^o  degrees ;  Child'z 
fetched  it  up  to  Zeal;  and  other  adjacent 
cofFee-houfes,  to  Wrath. 

It  fell  in  the  lower  half  of  the  Glafs  as  I 
went  further  into  the  city,  until  at  length  it 
fettled  at  Moderation,  where  it  continued  all 
the  time  I  flaid  about  the  Exchange,  as  a](c> 
while  I  pafTed  by  the  Bank.  And  here  I 
cannot  but  take  notice,  that  through  the  whole 
courfe  of  my  remarks,  I  never  obferved  my 
Glafs  to  rife  at  the  fame  time  tlie  flocks  did. 

•  To  complete  the  experiment,  I  prevailed 
upon  a  friend  of  mine,  whoworks  under  me 
in  the  Occult  Sciences,  to  make  a  progrefs 
with  my  Glafs  through  the  whole  ifland  of 
Great- Britain ;  and  after  his  return,  to  prefent 
me  with  a  regifter  of  his  obfervations.  I 
guefled  before-hand  at  the  temper  of  feveral 
places  he  palled   through,   by  the  charaflers- 

they  have  had  time  out  of  mind.     Thus  that 

facetious 
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facetious  divine,  Dr.  Fuller,  fpeaking  of  the 
town  of  Banbury  near  a  hundred  years  ago, 
tells  us  it  was  a  place  famous  for  cakes  and 
^eal,  which  I  fiad  by  my  Glafs  is  true  to  this 
;ciay  as  to  the  latter  part  of  this  defcription ; 
though  I  niuft  confefe,  it  is  not  in  the  fame 
reputation  for  cakes  that  it  was  in  the  time  of 
that  learned  author  j  and  thus  of  other  places. 
In  fhort,  I  have  now  by  me,  jdlgefted  in  alpha- 
betical order,  all  the  counties,  corporations, 
and  boroughs  in  Great-Britain,  with  their  re- 
spective tempers,  as  they  ftand  related  to  my 
THERMoMETEi^.  But  this  I  fhall  keep  to  my- 
felf,  becaufe  1  would  by  no  means  do  any 
thing  that  may  feem  to  influence  any  enfuing 
£le£lions. 

The  point  of  doftrine  which  I  would  propa- 
gate by  this  my  invention,  is  the  fame  which 
was  long  ago  advanced  by  that  able  teacher 
Horace,  out  of  whom  I  have  taken  my  tex^t 
for  this  difcourfe.  We  (hould  be  careful  not 
to  over-flioot  ourfelves  in  the  purfuits  even  of 
Virtue.  Whether  Zeal  or  Moderation  be  the 
point  we  aim  at,  let  us  keep  fire  out  of  the 
one,  and  froft  out  of  the  other.  But,  alas ! 
the  world  is  too  wife  to  want  fuch  a  precaution. 
The  terms  High  cijurch  and  Low  church,  as 
commonly  ufed,  do  not  fo  much  denote  a 
principle,  as  they  diftinguifh  a  party.  They 
are  like  words  of  battle,  they  have  nothing  to 
do  v/ith  their  original  fignification  3  but  are 
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only  given  out  to  keep  a  body  of  men  together, 
and  to  let  them  know  friends  from  enemies. 

I  muft  confeis  I  have  confidered,  with  fome 
little  attention,  the  influence  which  the  opi- 
nions of  thefe  great  national  feds  have  upon 
their  practice  s  and  do  look  upon  it  as  one  of 
the  unaccQuntable  things  of  our  times,  that 
multitudes  of  honeft  gentlemen,  who  entirely 
agree  in  their  lives,  fhould  take  it  in  their 
heads  to  differ  in  their  religion. 


♦^*  Whereas  it  has  been  induftrloufly  reported  that 
Dr.  Herwig,  who  cures  madnefs  and  moft  dlllempers  by 
fympathy^  has  left  England,  and  returned  to  Germany  : 
This  is  to  give  notice,  that  he  ftill  lives  at  Mr.  Gagel- 
man's,  in  Suftolk  ftreet,  near  Charing-crofs,  about  the 
middle  of  the  ftreet,  over  againlt  the  green  balcony. 
Post-Man,  Feb.  4,  1701. 

-j-^t  The  art  of  curing  fympathetlciil!y\  or  magnetically y 
proved  to  be  moft  true  both  by  its  theory  and  practice,  ex- 
emplified by  feveral  cures  performed  that  way.  With  a 
difcourfe  concerning  the  cure  of  madnefs,  and  an  appendix 
to  prove  the  reality  of  fympathy.  Alio  an  account  of  fome 
cures  performed  by  it  in  London.  Written  originally  in 
Latin  by  Dr.  Herwig,  1\4.  D.  See  Tat.  N°  240,  Note 
on  Jninial  Magketism,  V.  Greatrakes,  Dr.  Herwig,  and 
royal  pradlitioners  both  of  the  Stuart  and  Plantagenet 
lines,  who  converted  the  Healing  Art  into  a  mere  Han^ 
d'lcraft*  O.  Cromwell  touched  likewife  for  the  King's 
EviL 
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N^^2i,     Tliurfday,  September  7,  1710.. 
ADDISON.^ 


Sicut  mens  eft  mos. 


Nefcio  quid  meditans  nugarum,  ^  totus  in  illis. 

HoR.  I  Sar,  ix.  i, 

Miifino:,  as  wont,  on  this  and  that. 
Such  1'riJJes^  as  1  know  not  what. 

l^ronn  my  own  Apartment,  September  6. 

AS  I  was  this  marning  going  out  of  my 
houfe,  a  little  boy  in  a  black  coat  deli- 
5/ered  me  the  following  letter.     Upon  alking 

who 

•  This  number  is  afcribed  to  Addison  on  no  very 
cogent  authority,  chiefly  becaufe  it  appears  to  be  tbe  fequel 
of  a  precediiig  Paper,  re-printed  in  his  "  Works.  '  Sec 
Tat.  Np  216,  and  notes. 

Lady  Gimcrack's  detter,  &c.  might  have  been  an  ori- 
ginal part  of  tlie  CGmmunication  above-mentioned,  and 
thriftily  referved  -by  Steele  to  eke  out  a  future  Paper.  But 
a  mintite  corre<5^ion  in  an  antecedent  Paper  of  AddisoK 
fignihed  in  the  Tat.  /«  foUo^  at  the  clofe  of  this  number, 
affords  a  itrong  prefumption  that  Addison  was  the  writer, 
of  which  however,  the  reader  muft  ultimately  judge  for 
himfelf. 

As  it  is  not  re-printed  by  Mr.  Tlokell  i^i  his  edition  of 
Ai)-;)isON's  '*  Works,"  it  was  probably  omitted  in  the  ///? 
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he  was,  he  told  me,  that  he  belonged  tp  rny 
Lady  GiMCRACK-f-.  I  did  not  at  firll  recol- 
left  the  name  -,  but,  upon  enquiry,  I  found  it 
to  be  the  widow  of  Sir  Nicholas,  whofe  le- 
gacy 

of  Addison's  Papers,  which  Steele  gave  to  that  gentle- 
man;  neither  is  it  marked  as  a  Paper  of  Addison  in  the 
MS.  notes  of  C.  Byron,  Efq.  mentioned  in  a  Note  N**  74. 

t  Antecedent  notes  on  N^  216,  in  a  great  meafure  fu- 
perfede  the  need  of  additional  obfervations  on  this  Paper. 
There  is  little  reafon  to  think  that  the  author  alludes  here, 
or  in  the  paper  above-mentioned,  either  to  Mr.  Robert 
Hubert,    to    Mr.    Claudius   Dupuys,     or    to   William 

CoURTEN,    Efq. 

Robert  Hubert,  ^//^x  Forges,  was  the  mafter  of  a 
Mufic-Houfe,  fituated  near  the  weft  end  of  St.  Paul's,  and  a 
colleflor  of  natural  curiofities,  as  appears  from  the  fol- 
lowing title  of  a  pamphlet  in  i2mo,  1664.  "  A  Cata- 
*'  logue  of  the  many  natural  Rarities,  with  great  Induftry, 
**  Coft,  and  Thirty  Years  Travel  into  foreign  Parts,  col- 
*'  leded  by  Robert  Hubert,  qliai  Forges,  Gent,  and 
*'  fworn  Servant  to  his  Majefty,  and  daily  to  be  feen  at 
**  the  place  called  the  Mufic-Houfe,  at  the  Mitre,  near 
♦<  the  weft  end  of  St.  Paul's  Church." 

Mr.  Hubert's  habitation  was  in  London-houfe-yard, 
probably  in  the  houfe  diftinguiftied  by  the  fign  of  the 
Goofe  and  the  Gridiron,  which  is  faid  by  tradition  to 
have  been  a  Mufic-Houfe.  Hubert's  fuccefTor,  who  was 
no  mufical  man,  but  a  perfon  of  fome  humour,  in  ridicule  of 
the  meetings  formerly  held  there,  chofe  for  his  fign  *'  a 
Goofe  ftroking  the  bars  of  a  Gridiron  with  his  foot,"  and 
called  it  "  The  Swan  and  Harp."  It  is  faid,  upon  the 
authority  of  Mr.  Oldys,  that  Sir  IJans  Sloane  pur- 
chafed  this  colle6lion  of  Hubert,  or  the  gredteft  part  of  it. 

The  M\ovf\ng  Advertifement  contains  all  the  information 
which  the  Annotator  is  at  prefent  able  to  give  of  the  fe- 
cond-mentioned  Colledtor,  who  was,  it  fcems,  {)y  the 
N.  B.  annexed,  a  printer, 

Th? 
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gacy   I  lately  gave  fome  account  pf  to  the 
world.     The  letter  ran  thus . 

"    Mr.  BiCKERSTAFF, 

^^  I  hope  you  will  not  be  furprized  to  receive 
"  a  letter  from  the  widow  Gimcrack.  You 
^'  know   Sir,  that  I   have  lately  loft  a  very 

whimfical 


"  Claudius  DnpuYs's  Cabinet  pf  Rarities  at  the  Queen's 
^'  Arms,  and   Green   Ports   and  Flower  Pots  againft   the 
''  Queen's  Bagnio  in  Long  Acre."    "  This  is  to  acquaint 
''  the  Curious  that  Claudius  DupUYS  has  for  many  years 
"   paft,  applied  himfelf  to  colledl:    with   great    care    and 
*'  charge,  a  very  curious  colledion  of  Natural  and  Artificial 
"  Rarities  antique  and  modern  too  long  here  to  defcribe. 
*'  There  are  feveral  rooms  furnifhed  with  them  to  divert 
"  all  Lovers  of  Nature  and   Art  ;    and   he  hopes  they 
will  give  every  body  fatisfadion  that  fhall  come  to  fee 
them.     This  was  intended  only  to  pleafe  himfelf,  and 
to  oblige  his  friends,  and   travellers,  but  now  by  the 
perfuafion  of  fome  of  the  Virtuofi  he  has  been  prevailed  on 
to  make   it   public,  that  they   may   fee  the  wonderful 
works  of  God  in  many  things  taken  from  fea  and  land, 
and  the  excellent  works  of  Man  in   many   admirable 
pieces  of  y/r/.     They  are  to  be  Teen  every  day  in  the 
week,  Sundays  excepted,  with  day  light,  without  lofs 
of  time,  for  he  never  makes  any  body  wait."     N.  B, 
That  he  keeps  his  Printing  Trade  ftill  as  before,  and 
makes  no  other  outfide  {how  but  for  the  fame.     Price  One 
Shilling  a  piece.     Guardian  in  folio ^  N?  62,  May  22, 
17 13.     Friday.  ■■■.., 

*'  In  1701,  or  1702,  Sir  Hans  Sloane's  colle6lion  re- 
S^  ceived  a  great  augmentation  by  the  death  of  William 
''  CouRTEN,  Efq."  It  appears  from  Sir  Hans  Sloane's 
Papers  in  the  Britifh  Mufeum,  that  he  had  a  Clofet  of  Cu- 
rlofities^  at  the  time  of  Mr.  Courten's  death  in  1702,  but 
^he  writer  of  Sir  Hans  Sloane's  Life  in  the  Biogr,  Brit],  * 
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*^  whimfu:al  hufband,  who,  I  find  by  one  af 
"  your  laft  week's  Papers,  was  not  altogether 
**  a  ftranger  to  you.  When  1  married  this 
•*  gentleman,  he  had  a  very  handfome  eftate ; 
"  but  upon  buying  a  fet  of  micr.ofcopes,  he 

"  was 

whofe  words  are  here  quoted,  has  not  mentioned  that  Mr. 
Courten's  rich  and  valuable  Collection  filled  /£«  rooms 
in  the  Temple,  aiid  that  it  was  left  by  Mr.  Courten's  will 
to  Sir  Hans  Sloane,  who  was  conftituted  Executor  and 
Kefiduary  Legatee,  with  an  exprefs  legacy  befides,  of  200I. 
At  the  requeft  of  the  proprietors  of  the  Biogr.  Brit, 
under  the  head  of  Courten,  this  Annotator  drew  up  for 
the  new  Edition  of  that  Work,  two  Articles  to  which  the 
curious  are  referred  for  an  account  of  William  Courten, 
Efq.  and  a  variety  of  information  relative  to  the  fubjeft  of 
this  Paper.  In  thefe  articles  however,  fome  papers  have 
been  fupprefled  by  the  Editors,  which  the  Annotator  is  of 
opinion  the  public  has  fome  occafion  to  regret;  the 
rather,  as  references  to  them  are  abfurdly  retained.  In  thofe 
ijiuftratipns  the  curious  reader  might  have  been  gratified 
>yith  the  ftatement  of  Mr.  Courten's  income,  of  which 
they  are  left  in  utter  ignorance  ;  and  the  lovers  of  Natural 
Hiftory  might  have  been  indulged  with  many  of  Courten's 
curious  and  inedited  notices  in  various  branches  of  their 
juftly-favoured  ftudies.  But  leaft  of  all  ought  the  methods 
by  which  h£  wrought  to  have  been  omitted,  as  they  threw 
fo  mych  Jight  on  the  ftate  of  the  fcience,  and  the  pra£tices  of 
its  cultivators  in  an  early  period.  Their  facility  and  cheap- 
^efs  eotitlcd  them  to  have  been  refcued  from  oblivion,  and 
the  very  fine  prefervation,  at  this  diftant  day,  of  number- 
lefs  objeds  in  various  branches  of  Natural  Hiftory  now  in 
the  Britifli  Mufeum,  tp  which  l?e  was  a  principal  bene- 
factor, vouch  for  their  fufiiciency,  and  might  have  well 
juftified  their  publication,  the  rather  as  the  obfervations 
were  felcded  with  difcrimination,  and  the  recipes  tran- 
scribed with  fidelity,  from  original  Papers  hitherto  unno- 
ticed or  unknown,  in  the  hand-writing  of  Mr.  Courten, 
of  whofe  fKill  as  a  Naturalift  and  Scientific  Collector,  the 

public 
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*'  was  chofen  a  Fellow  of  the  Royal  Society*  i 
•*'  from  which  time  I  do  not  remember  ever  to  have 
**  heard  him  [peak  as  other  people  didy  or  talk  iqi 
'*'  a  manner  that  any  of  his  family  could  under- 
"  ftandhini.  He  ufed  however,  to^pafsaway 
"  his  time  very  innocently  in  conve.rfation  with 
"  feveral  members  of  that  learned  body;  for 
*'  which  reafon,  I  never  advifed  him  againft 
''  their  company  for  feveral  years,  until  at  laft 
*'  I  found  his  brain  quite  turned  with  their 
''  difcourfes.  The  firft  fymptom  which  he 
*'  difcovered  of  his  being  a  Virtuofo^  as  you 
''  call  him,  poor  man !  was  about  fifteen 
•*'  years  ago;  when  he  gave  me  pofitive  orders 

public  reap  at  this  day  much  benefit  and  entertainment,  and 
the  article  referred  to,  mutilated  as  it  is,  furniflies  fupera- 
bundant  evidences. 

It  can  hardly  be  thought  that  Addison  meant  either 
here,  or  in  N°  216,  to  reprobate,  or  to  vilify  the  ftudy  of  a 
Science,  which  minifters  fo  copioufly  to  the  wants  and 
plcafures  of  human  life,  and  furnifhes  in  every  part  of 
Nature,  delightful  demonftrations  of  the  infinite  power, 
wifdom,  and  goodnefs  of  its  Author. 

But  though  Natural  Hiftory  might  be  held  in  feme  re- 
verence by  Addison's  fiety^  nothing  abfurd  or  culpable  in 
the  characters,  condud,  or  writings  of  its  cultivators,  was 
likely  to  meet  with  much  mercy  from  his  wit.  "  He  was 
"  a  man,  in  whofe  prefence  nothing  reprehenfible  was  out 
*'  of  danger  j  quick  in  difcerning  whatever  was  wrong,  or 
"  ridiculous,  and  not  unwilling  to  exppfe  it.  His  delight 
^'  however  was  more  to  excite  merriment  than  deteftation, 
"  and  he  detects  follies  rather  than  crimes,"  Dr.  John- 
son's "  Lives  of  Englifh  Poets,"  vol.  II.  p.  401.  8vo.  1781. 
See  Tat.  N°  119  ;  by  Addison. 

*  See  Tat.  N°  236  j  «<?/ff  on  Tat.  N''2i65  and  the 
fonclufion  of  N°  236, 

f!  to 
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to  turn  off  an  old  weeding  woman,  that 
had  been  employed  in  the  family  for  fome 
years.  He  told  me,  at  the  fame  time,  that 
there  was  no  fuch  thing  in  nature  as  a 
weed,  and  that  it  was  his  defign  to  let  hi$ 
garden  produce  what  it  plealed ;  fo  that, 
you  may  be  fare,  it  makes  a  very  pleafant 
ihow  as  it  now  lies.  About  the  fame  time 
he  took  a  humour  to  ramble  up  and  dovvn 
the  country,  and  would  often  bring  home 
with  him  his  pockets  full  of  mofs  and  peb- 
bles. This,  you  may  be  fure,  gave  me  a 
heavy  heart ;  though  at  the  fame  time  I 
muft  needs  fay,  he  had  the  character  of  a 
very  honeft  man,  notwithftanding  he  was 
reckoned  a  little  weak,  until  he  began  to 
fell  his  eftate,  and  buy  thofe  ftrange  bau- 
bles that  you  have  taken  notice  of.  Upon 
Midfummer-day  laft,  as  he  was  walking 
with  me  in  the  fields,  he  faw  a  very  odd- 
coloured  butterfly  juft  before  us.  I  obferved 
that  he  immediately  changed  colour,  like  a 
man  that  is  furprized  with  a  piece  of  good 
luck;  and  telling  me,  that  it  was  what  he 
looked  for  above  thefe  tv/elve  years,  he  threw 
off  his  coat,  and  followed  it.  I  loft  fight 
of  them  both  in  lefs  than  a  quarter  of  an 
hour;  but  my  hufl^and  continued  the  chace 
over  hedge  and  ditch  until  about  fun-fet;  at 
which  ti^ie,  as  I  was  afterwards  told,  he 
caught  the  butterfly  as  flie  refted  hprfelf 
upon  a  cabbage,  near  five  miles  from  the 
place  where  he  firft  put  her  up.     He  was 

*^  here 
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•*  here  lifted  from  the  graiind  by  fome  pafien-^ 
**  gers    in    a   very    fainting    eondition,    and 
''  brought  home  to  me  about  midnight.     His 
*^*  violent   exercife  threw    him   into  a   fever, 
*'  v^hich  grew  upon  him  by  degrees,  and  at  Ia(l 
**  carried  him  off.     In  one  of  the  intervals  of 
*'  his  diftemper  he  called  to  me,  and,  after  hav- 
"  ing  excuied  himfelf  for  running   out   his 
**  ed'ate,    he   toM    me,    that   he   had  always 
^'  been  more  induftrious  to  improve  his  mind 
**  than  his  fortune;  and  that  his  family  muft 
'^^  rather  value  themfelves  upon  his  memory 
**  as  he  was  a  v/ife  man,  than  a  rich  one.    He 
"  then  told  me,  that  it  was  a  cuftom  among 
^'  the  Romans  for  a  man  to  give  his  flaves 
**  their  liberty  when  he  lay  upon  his  death- 
'^  bed.    I  could  notiniagine  wdiat  this  meant, 
'*  until,  after  having  a  little  compofed  himfelf^ 
'*  he  ordered  me  to  bring  him  a  fl-ea  which  he 
had  kept  for  feveral  months  in  a  chain,  with 
a  defign,  as  he  faid,  to  give  it  its   manu- 
*'  miflion.     This  was  done  accordingly.     He 
''  then  made  the  Will,  which  I  have  fince  feen 
*^  printed   in   your   Works   w^ord    for   word. 
'*  Only   I   muft  take  notice,    that  you  have 
"  omitted  the  codicil,  in  which  he  left  a  large 
*'  Co72cha  Ve?ieris,   as   it  is   there  called,  to  a 
**  Member  of  the  Royal  Society,  who  was  often 
**  with  him  in  his  ficknefs,  and  ajfijled  him  in 
"  his  wilL     And  now,  Sir,  I  come  to  the  chief 
'*  bufmefs  of  my  letter,  which  is  to  defire  your 
«*  friendfhip  and  affiilance  in  the  difpofal  of 
*'  thofe  many  rarities  and  curiofities  which  ire 

**  upon 
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««  upon  my  hands.  If  you  know  any  one  that 
"  has  an  occafion  for  a  parcel  of  dried  fpiders, 
"  I  will  fell  them  a  pennyworth.  I  could 
"  likewife  let  any  ofie  have  a  bargain  of 
"  cockle-fhells,  I  would  alfo  defire  yoxtv  ad- 
"  vice,  whether  I  had  bed  fell  my  beetles 
*f  in  a  lump,  or  by  retail.  The  gentleman 
«*  above-miCntioned,  who  was  my  hufband's 
"  friend,  would  have  me  make  an  au6tion  of 
"  all  his  goods,  and  is  now  drawing  up  a  ca- 
**  talogue  of  every  particular  for  that  purpofe, 
*«  with  the  two  following  words  in  great 
•*  letters  over  the  head  of  them,  AuSfio  Gim- 
**  crackiana.  But,  upon  talking  with  him,  I 
"  begin  to  fufpeft  he  is  as  mad  as  poor  Sir 
«•  Nicholas  was.  Your  advice  in  all  thefe 
*'  particulars  will  be  a  great  piece  of  charity  to, 
"  Sir, 
/'  Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

*'  Elizabeth  Gimcrack." 

I  fhall  anfwer  the  foregoing  letter,  and  give 
the  widow  my  beft  advice,  as  foon  as  I  can  find 
out  chapmen  for  the  wares  which  fhe  has  to 
put  off.  In  the  mean  time,  1  fhall  give  my 
reader  the  fight  of  a  letter,  which  I  have  re- 
ceived from  another  female  correfpondent  by 
the  fame  poft. 

•*    Good  Mr.  BiClCERSTAFF, 

**  I  am  convinced  by  a  late  Paper  of  yours, 
••  that  a  paffionate  woman,  who  among  the 

"  common 
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**  common  people  goes  under  the  name  of  a 
**  fcold,  is  one  of  the  moft  infupportable 
*'  creatures  in  the  world.  But,  alas !  Sir,- 
"  what  can  we  do  ?  I  have  made  a  thoufand 
*'  vows  and  refolutions  every  morning,  to 
"  guard  myfelf  againll  this  frailty ;  but  have 
•«  generally  broken  them  before  dinner,  and 
/*  could  never  in  my  life  hold  out  until  the 
*'  fecond  courfe  was  fet  upon  the  table.  What 
*'  moft  troubles  me  is,  that  my  hulband  is  as 
**  patient  and  good-natured  as  your  own 
'^  Worfhip,  or  any  man  living,  can  be.  Pray 
**  give  me  fome  direftions,  for  I  would  obferve 
"  the  ftrifteft  and  fevereft  rules  you  can  think 
**  of  to  cure  myfelf  of  this  diftemper,  whicli 
**  is  apt  to  fall  into  my  tongue  every  moment, 
'*  I  am,  Sir, 

**  Your  moft  humble  fervant,  &c." 

In  anfwer  to  this  moft  unfortunate  lady,  I 
muft  acquaint  her,  that  there  is  now  in  town 
an  ingenious  phyfician  of  my  acquaintance, 
who  undertakes  to  cure  all  the  vices  and  defefts 
of  the  mind  by  inward  medicines  or  outward 
applications.  I  (hall  give  the  world  an  account 
of  his  patients  and  his  cures  in  other  Papers, 
when  I  (hall  be  more  at  leifure  to  treat  upon 
this  fubjeft.  I  fliall  only  here  inform  my  cor- 
refpondent,  that,  for  the  benefit  of  fuch  ladies 
as  are  troubled  with  virulent  tongues,  he  has 
prepared  a  cold  bath,  over  which  there  is 
iaftened,  at  the  end  of  a  long,  pole,  a  very 

con- 
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convenient  chair,  cuiioufly  gilt  and  carved. 
When  the  patient  is  feated  in  this  chair,  the 
do6lor  lifts  up  the  pole,  and  gives  her  two  or 
three  total  immerfions  in  the  cold-bath,  until 
fuch  time  as  fhe  has  quite  loft  the  ufe  of 
fpeech.  This  operation  fo  effectually  chills 
the  tongue,  and  refrigerates  the  blood,  that  a 
woman,  who  at  her  entrance  into  the  chair  is 
extremely  paflionate  and  fonorous,  will  come 
out  as  filent  and  gentle  as  a  lamb.  The  dodor 
told  me,  he  would  not  praftife  this  experiment 
upon  women  of  fafliion,  had  not  he  feen  it 
made  upon  thofe  of  meaner  condition  with 
very  good  effeft. 

N''  222.      Saturday,  September  9,  1710. 
STEELE^. 


Chryftdis  udas 


Ebrius  ante  fores  extin^d  cum  face  cant  at. 

Persius,  Sat.  V.  165, 
Shall  I,  at  Chrysis*  door,  the  night  prolong 
With  midnight  ferenade,  or  drunken  fono;  ? 

R.  Wynne, 


W 


From  my  own  Apartment,  September  8. 
HEREAS,  by  letters  from  Notting- 
ham, we  have  advice,  that  the  young 

ladies 


*  This  Paper  N°  222,  is  afcribed  to  Steele  ;  but  the 
jninute  alterations  made  in  It,  according  to  dire6lions  at  the 
clofe  of  the  next  number,  furnifh  a  ftrong  prefumption,  that 
both  this  and  the  following  Paper  were  written  by  Addison. 
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ladies  of  that  place  complain  for  want  of  fleep, 
by  reafon  of  certain  riotous  lovers,  who  for 
this  laft  fummer  have  very  much  infefted  the 
ftreets  of  that  eminent  city,  with  violins  and 
bafs  viols,  between  the  hours  of  12  and  4  in 
the  morning,  to  the  great  difturbance  of  many 
of  her  Majefty's  peaceful  fubjefts.  And  whereas 
1  have  been  importuned  to  publifh  fome  edidt 
againft  thofe  midnight  alarms,  which,  under 
the  name  of  Serenades,  do  greatly  annoy  many 
well-difpofed  perfons,  not  only  in  the  place 
above-mentioned,  but  alfo  in  moft  of  the  po- 
lite towns  of  this  ifland :  1  have  taken  that 
matter  into  my  ferious  confideration,  and  do 
find  that  this  cuftom  is  by  no  means  to  be  in- 
dulged in  this  country  and  climate. 

It  is  indeed  very  unaccountable,  that  moft 
of  our  Britifh  youth  fhould  take  fuch  great 
delight  in  thefe  nofturnal  expeditions.  Your 
robuft  true-born  Briton,  that  has  not  yet  felt 
the  force  of  flames  and  darts,  has  a  natural 
inclination  to  break  windows ;  while  thofe, 
whofe  natural  ruggednefs  has  been  fo.othed 
and  foftened  by  gentle  paflions,  have  as  ftrong 
a  propenfity  to  languifli  under  them,  efpecially 
if  they  have  a  fidler  behind  them  to  utter  their 
complaints:  for,  as  the  cuftom  prevails  at 
prefent,  there  is  fcarce  a  young  man  of  any 
fafhion  in  a  corporation,  who  does  not  make 
love  with  the  town-mufic.    The  Waits  *  often 

help 

*    Waits,    or    Wayghtes  ;    Hautbois.      BaTLER's 
Vol.  IV.  Q.  '*  Principles 
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help  him  through  his  courtlhip ;  and  my  friend 
Banister  *  has  told  me,  he  was  proffered  five 
hundred  pounds  by  a  young  fellow,  to  play 
but  one  winter  under  the  window  of  a  lady 
that  was  a  great  fortune,  but  more  cruel  than 
ordinary.  One  would  think  tPiey  hoped  to 
conquer  their  miftreffes  hearts  as  peopk  tame 
hawks  and  eagles,  by  keeping  them  aWake,  or 
breaking  their  fleep  ^hen  they  are  fallen 
into  it, 

I  have  endeavoured  to  fearch  into  the  ori- 
ginal of  this  impertinent  way  of  making  love, 
which,  according  to  fome  a^jthors,  is  of  great 

•^*  Principles  of  Mufic,"  p.  ^^.  This  noun  has  no  fin- 
gular  number.  Formerly,  in  moft  towns  of  England, 
players  on  Hautbois  and  various  inftruments  paraded 
the  ftreets  all  night  long,  during  the  winter.  In  fome 
towns  the  pradlice  is  ftill  kept  up ;  but  generally  the  fFaits^ 
play  only  a  few  nights  before  the  25th  of  December,  to 
obtain  claims  for  their  Chr'^mas- boxes. 

*  Mr.  JoHi^  Banister  was  educated  under  his  father, 
a  mufician,  of  both  the  fame  names,  whom  Cha.  II.  Tent 
into  France  for  his  improvement  on  the  vioUn.  I^he 
father  died  in  1679.  His  fon,  probably  the  gentleman 
here  mentioned,  was  hk^wife  a  compofer,  and  at  the  head 
of  the  band  in  Drury-lane,  where  he  continued  to  play  the 
firft  violin  till  about  1720,  when  he  was  fucceeded  by 
Carbonelli.  This  Mr.  John  Banister,  who  died 
about  1725,  had  likewife  a  mufical  fon,  who  taught  the 
flute  [on  which  he  was  an  excellent  performer]  about  the 
time  here  mentioned •  In  Brightland's  "  Englifh 
*'  Grammar,"  publiihed  about  1710,  the  following  fen- 
tence  is  given,  as  an  example  to  mew  that  the  particle  at 
is  frequently  ufed  for  on  or  upon:  *'  Banister  is  good  at 
the  flute."  This  youngeft  Banister  was  famous  for 
playing  upon  two  flutes  at  once, 

antiquity* 
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antiquity.  If  we  may  believe  Monfieur  Dacier 
and  other  critics,  Horace's  tenth  Ode  of  the 
third  book  was  originally  a  Serenade.  And  if 
1  was  difpofed  to  fhew  my  learning,  I  could 
produce  a  line  of  him  in  another  place,  which 
feems  to  have  been  the  burden  of  an  old 
heathen  Serenade. 

'Audis  minuSy  ^  minus  jam, 
*'  Me  tuo  longas  pereunte  nohes, 

"  Lydia^  dormisT'  HoR.  i  Od.  xxv.  2m 

Now  lefs  and  lefs  afTail  thine  ear 
Thefe  plaints,  "  Ah  1  fleepeft  thou,  my  dear, 
"  While  I,  whole  nights,  thy  True-love  here 

"  Am  dying  V 

Francis; 

But  notwithftanding  the  opinions  of  many 
learned  men  upon  this  fubjeft,  I  rather  agree 
with  them  who  look  upon  this  cuftom,  as  now 
praftifed,  to  have  been  introduced  by  caftrated 
muficians  ;  who  found  out  this  method  of 
applying  themfelves  to  their  miftrefles  at  thefe 
hours,  when  men  of  hoarfer  voices  exprefs 
their  paffions  in  a  more  vulgar  method.  It 
niuft  be  confeffed,  that  your  Italian  eunuchs 
do  praftife  this  manner  of  courtlhip  to  this 
day. 

But  whoever  were  the  perfons  that  firft 
thought  of  the  Serenade,  the  authors  of  all 
countries  are  unanimous  in  afcribing  the  in- 
vention to  Italy. 

CL2  There 
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There  are  two  circumftances,  which  qua- 
lified that  country  above  all  others  for  this 
Midnight  music. 

The  firft  I  fhall  mention  was  the  foftnefs  of 
their  climate. 

This  gave  the  Lover  opportunities  of  being 
abroad  in  the  air,  or  of  lying  upon  the  earth 
whole  hours  together,  without  fear  of  damps  or 
dews ;  but  as  for  our  T^ramontane  lovers,  when 
they  begin  their  midnight  complaint  with. 

My  lodging  upon  the  cold  ground  is*, 

we  are  not  to  underftand  them  in  the  rigour 
of  the  letter;  fince  it  would  be  impoflible  for 
a  Britifti  fwain  to  condole  himfelf  long  in  that 

fituation, 

•  The  firft  line  of  an  oM  fong  in  a  tragi-comcdy, 
called,  "  The  Rivals,"  410.  1668,  afcribed  to  Sir  William 
Davenant,  but  only  an  alteration  of  "  The  Noble  Kinf- 
men,"  by  Fletcher  and  Shakfpeare. 

Mr.  Oldys,  in  his  MS.  notes  on  Langbaine's  "  Lives 
of  Englifh  Poets,  &c.*'  fays,  that  Nell  Gwyn  made  the 
firft  impreffion  on  the  heart  of  her  gracious  foveieign 
Cha.  II.  by  finging  this  fong  in  the  character  of  a  pretty 
mad-woman.— This  ftory  of  Oldys  feems  to  have  arifen 
from  a  fimilar  event,  refted  on  the  authority  of  old  Downes 
the  prompter,  author  of  the  Rofcius  Anglicanus, 

Mrs.  Mary  Davis,  a  fine  dancer,  and  an  adlrefs,  who 
boarded  with  Sir  William  Davenant  in  his  houfe,  fung  the 
fong  here  referred  to,  in  the  character  of  Celania^  a  (hep- 
"herdefs  mad  for  love,  fo  much  to  the  liking  of  Cha.  II. 
that  he  took  her  off"  the  ftage,  and  had  a  daughter  by  her, 
named  Mary  Tudor,  who  married  Francis  Lord  RatcIifFe, 
earl  of  Derwentwater,  and  was  afterwards  the  mother  of 
James  earl  of  Derwentwater,  beheaded  in  X)i6. 

As 
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fituation,  without  really  dying  for  his  miftrefs, 
A  man  might  as  well  ferenade  in  Greenland  as 
in  our  region.  Milton  feems  to  have  had  in 
his  thoughts  the  abfurdity  of  thefe  northern 
Serenades,  in  the  cenfure  which  he  paffes  upon 
them : 


Or  midnight  ball. 


Or  Serenade,  which  the  ftarv'd  lover  fings 
To  his  proud  fair,  beft  quitted  with  difdain. 

As  this  fong  confifts  only  of  three  ftanzas,  there  can  be 
no  great  harm  in  adding  a  corre6t  copy  of  it  here. 

My  lodging  upon  tjie  cold  groupd  is. 

And  very  hard  is  my  fare. 
But  that  which  troubles  me  mod,  i$ 

Th'  undkindnefs  of  my  dear; 
Yet  ftill  I  cry.  Oh  !  turn  Love, 

And  I  prithee  Love  turn  to  me, 
For  thou  art  the  man  that  1  long  for. 

And  alack  !  what  remedie, 

ril  crown  thee  with  a  garland  of  ftraw  thcH, 

And  I'll  marry  thee  with  a  rufh  ring. 
My  frozen  hopes  fhall  thaw  then. 

And  merrily  we  will  fing. 
Oh  !  turn  to  me,  my  dear  Love, 

And  I  prithee  Love  turn  to  me, 
for  thou  art  the  man  that  alone  can*ft 
'  Procure  me  my  libertie. 

But  if  thou  wilt  harden  thy  heart  ftill. 

And  be  deaf  to  my  pittyful  moan. 
Then  I  muft  endure  the  fmart  ftill. 

And  tumble  in  ftraw  all  alone. 
Yet  ftill  I  cry.  Oh  !  turn  Love,  f 

And  I  prithee  Love  turn  to  me. 
For  thou  art  the  man  who  alone  art 

The  caufe  of  my  miferie. 

Ct3  The 
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The  truth  of  it  is,  I  have  often  pitied,  in  a 
winter  night,  a  vocal  mufician,  and  have  attri- 
buted many  of  his  trills  and  quavers  to  the 
coldnefs  of  the  weather. 

The  fecond  circumftance,  which  inclined  the 
Italians  to  this  cuftom,  was  that  mufical  genius 
which  is  fo  univerfal  among  them.  Nothing  is 
more  frequent  in  that  country,  than  to  h^ar  ^ 
cobler  working  to  an  opera-tune.  You  can 
fcarce  fee  a  porter  that  has  not  one  nail  much 
longer  than  the  reft,  which  you  will  find,  upon 
enquiry,  is  cheriflied  for  fome  inftrument.  In 
fhort,  there  is  not  a  labourer,  or  handicraft- 
man,  that  in  the  cool  of  the  evening  does  not 
relieve  himfelf  with  folos  and  fonatas. 

The  Italian  fooths  his  miftrefs  with  a  plain- 
five  voice  ;  and  bewails  himfelf  in  fuch  melting 
mufic,  that  the  whole  neighbourhood  fympa- 
thizes  with  him  in  his  forrow. 

^alts  foptiled  mcerens  Philomela  Juh  umhrd^——^ 
Fiet  nohemy  ramoque  fedenSy  mi/erabile  carmen 
Integrate  &  moejiis  late  loca  qu^eftibus  implet. 

ViRG.  Geor.  iv.  511, 

Thus  Philomel  beneath  the  poplar  fliade 
With  plaintive  murmurs  warbles  thro*  the  glade — 
Her  notes  harmonious  tedious  nights  prolong. 
And  Echo  multiplies  the  mournful  fong. 

R.Wynne. 

On  the  contrary,  our  honeft  countrymeri 
have  fo  little  an  inclination  to  mufic,  that  they 
feldom  begin  to  fing  until  they  are  drunk; 

which 
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which  alfo  is  ufually  the  tinie  when  they  are 
nioft  difpofed  to  S^rena^e, 


IS**  223.    Tuicfday,  September  j2,  17 10. 
STEELE. 


For  when  upon  th/eir  ungot  heirs, 

Th*  entail  themfclves  and  all  that's  theirs, 

What  blinder  bargain  e'er  was  driy'n^ 

Or  wager  laid  at  fix  and  fcven, 

To  pafs  themfelves  away,  and  turn 

Their  children's  tenants  e'er  they're  born,    HpD» 

From  rrjy  own  iVpartment,  September  ii, 

I  HAVE  been  very  much  folicited  by  Cla- 
RiNpA,  Flavia,  and  Lysetta,  to  reaffume 
my  difcourfe  concerning  the  methods  of  dif- 
pofing  honourably  the  unmarried  part  of  the 
world,  ;ind  taking  off  thofe  bars  to  it,  Jointures 
and  Settlements  t|-;  which  are  not  only  the 
gre^teft  impediments  towards  entering  into 
that  ftate,  but  alfo  the  frequent  caufes  of 
diftruft  and  animofity  in  it  after  it  is  confum- 
inated.  |  have  with  very  much  attention  con- 
ifidered  this  cafe  y  and  among  all  the  obferva- 
tions  that  1  have  made  through  a  long  courfe 

t  See  the  intrpdudory  note  i<^  the  preceding  Paper; 
iftd  N«  199. 

(^4  c( 
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of  years,  I  have  thought  the  coldnefs  of  wives 
to  then-  hufbands,  as  well  as  difrefpeft  from 
children  to  parents,  to  arife  from  this  one 
fource.  This  trade  for  minds  and  bodies  in 
the  lump,  without  regard  to  cither,  but  as 
they  are  accompanied  with  fuch  fiims  of 
money,  and  fuch  parcels  of  land,  cannot  but 
produce  a  commerce  between  the  parties  con- 
cerned, fuitable  to  the  mean  motives  upon 
which  they  at  firft  came  together.  1  have  here- 
tofore given  an  account,  that  this  method  of 
making  Settlements  was  firft  invented  by  a 
griping  lawyer,  who  made  ufe  of  the  covetous 
tempers  of  the  parents  of  each  fide,  to  force 
two  young  people  into  thefe  vile  meafures  of 
diffidence,  for  no  other  end  but  to  increafe  the 
fkins  of  parchment,  by  which  they  were  put 
into  each  other's  pofleffion  out  of  each  other's 
power.  The  law  of  our  country  has  given 
an  ample  and  generous  provifion  for  the  wife, 
even  the  third  of  her  hufband's  eftate,  and  left 
to  her  good-humour  and  his  gratitude  the  ex- 
peftation  of  further  provifion ;  but  the  fan- 
taftical  method  of  going  further,  with  relation 
to  their  heirs,  has  a  foundation  in  nothing  but 
pride  and  folly :  for  as  all  men  wifh  their 
children  as  like  themfelves,  and  as  much  better 
as  they  can  poffibly,  it  feems  monftrous  that 
we  (hould  give  out  of  ourfelves  the  opportuni- 
ties of  rewarding  and  difcouraging  them 
according  to  their  deferts.  This  wife  inftitu- 
tion  has  no  more  fenfe  in  it,  than  if  a  man 

lliould 
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(hould  begin  a  Deed  with  ^*  Whereas  no  man 
**  living  knows  how  long  he  {hall  continue  to 
*'  be  a  reafonable  creature,  or  an  honeft  man, 
**  and  whereas  1  B.  am  going  to  enter  into 
*'  the  ftate  of  Matrimony  with  Mrs.  D.  there- 
**  fore  I  {hall  from  henceforth  make  it  indif- 
•'  ferent  to  me  whether  from  this  time  forward 
•*  I  fhall  be  a  fool  or  a  knave.  And  therefore, 
*'  in  full  and  perfeft  health  of  body,  and  a 
"  found  mind,  not  knowing  which  of  my 
**  children  will  prove  better  or  worfe,  I  give  to 
"  my  {ir{l"-born,  be  he  perverfe,  ungrateful, 
"  impious,  or  cruel,  the  lump  and  bulk  of 
*'  my  e{late";  and  le^ve  one  year's  purcha{e 
**  only  to  each  of  my  younger  children,  whe- 
**  ther  they  fhall  be  brave  or  beautiful,  mode{l 
*f  or  honourable,  from  the  time  of  the  date 
'^  hereof,  wherein  I  refign  my  fenfes,  and 
*'  hereby  promife  to  employ  my  judgement  no 
**  further  in  the  di{lrlbution  of  my  worldly 
*'  goods  from  the  day  of  the  date  hereof  5 
'*  hereby  further  confeffing  and  covenanting, 
''  that  I  am  from  henceforth  married,  and 
"  dead  in  law." 

There  is  no  man  that  is  converfant  in  modern 
fettlements,  but  knows  this  is  an  exa6l  tran- 
ilation  of  what  is  inferted  in  thefe  inftruments. 
Mens  paflions  could  only  make  them  fubmit 
to  fuch  terms;  and  therefore  all  unreafonable 
bargains  in  Marriage  ought  to  be  fet  afide,  as 
well  as  deeds  extorted  from  men  under  force, 
or  in  prifon,  who  arc  altogether  as  much 

matters 
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mailers  of  their  aflions,  as  he  that  is  polfpA 
fed  with  a  violent  paffion. 

How  itrangely  men  are  foinetimes  partial  to 
themicives,  appears  by  the  rapine  of  him  that 
has  a  daughters  beauty  under  his  diredion. 
He  will  make  no  fcruple  of  ufing  it  to  force 
from  her  Lover  as  much  of  his  eftate  as  is 
worth  ten  thoufand  pounds,  and  at  the  fame 
time,  as  a  juftice  on  the  bench,  will  fpare  no 
pains  to  get  a  man  hanged  that  has  ^ken  but 
a  horfe  from  him. 

It  is  tobe  hoped  the  legiflature  will  in  due  time 
|:3ke  this  kind  of  robbery  into  confideration,  apd 
not  fufFer  men  to  prey  upon  each  other  when 
they  are  about  rnaking  the  moft  foiemn  league, 
aird  entering  into  the  ftricteft  bonds.  Tlie 
only  fure  remedy  is  to  fix  a  certain  rate  or^ 
every  woman's  fortune  ;  one  price  for  that  of 
a  maid,  and  another  for  that  of  a  vvidow  :  for 
jt  is  of  infinite  advantage,  that  there  fhould 
t>e  no  frauds  or  uncertainties  in  the  fale  of  ou^* 
wo:iien. 

]f  ^ny  m^n  fhould  exceed  the  fettled  rate, 
|ie  ought  to  be  at  liberty  after  feven  years  are 
pver,*by  wl)ich  time  his  Love  may  be  fuppofe4 
tp  abate  a  little,  if  it  is  not  founded  upon 
reafon,  to  renounce  the  bargain,  and  be  freed 
^Vom  the  fettlenr^ent  upon  refloring  the  por- 
tion ;  as  a  youth  married  under  fourteen  years 
old  may  be  off,  if  he  pleafes,  when  he  comes  to 
age,  and  as  a  man  is  difcharged  from  all  bar- 
gains 
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gains  but  that  pf  Marriage,  made  when  he  i$ 
under  twenty-one. 

It  grieves  me  when  I  confider,  that  thefe  re- 
ftraints  upon  Matrimony  take  avyay  the  advan- 
tage we  fliould  otherwife  have  over  other 
countries,  which  are  funk  much  by  thofe  great 
checks  upon  propagation,  the  Convfnt^*,  It 
is  thought  chiefly  owing  to  thefe,  that  Italy 
and  Spain  want  above  half  their  complement 
of  people.  Were  the  price  of  wives  always 
fixed  and  fettled,  it  vvould  contribute  to  fiUing 
the  nation,  more  than  all  the  encouragements 
that  can  poflibly  be  given  to  foreigners  to 
tranfplant  themfeives  hither. 

I  therefore,  as  Cenfor  of  Britain,  until  a  law 
is  made,  will  lay  down  rules  which  fhall  be 
obferved,  with  penalty  of  degrading  all  that 
break  them,  into  Pretty  Fellows,  Smarts^  Squibs^ 
flunti?2g' Horns,  Drums,  and  Bagpipes, 

The  Females  that  are  guilty  of  breaking  my 
orders,  I  fliall  refpe6lively  pronounce  to  be 
Kits,  Hornpipes,  Dulcimers,  and  Kettle-drums. 

*  Tjiere  is  a  French  publication  pretty  rnuch  on  the 
fubjed^,  and  in  the  manner  of  this  Paper,  and  Tat, 
N**  199.  This  J£u-d*efpnt  of  fome  laughing  philofopher, 
a  friend  in  his  heart  to  the  true  interefts  or  humanity^ 
appeared  about  the  year  1775  or  6>  under  fome  fuch  whim- 
fical  title  as  the  following :  "  Les  Reveries  d'un  Amateur 
*'  du  Cotifte\  ou,  les  Femme:  fans  Dot.^  It  contains  fome 
good  thoughts  6n  Co?2venis,  znd  the  abfurdity  of  forcing, 
or  of  fufFering  young  women  to  enter  into  families  where 
no  living  child  is  ever  feen ;  and  on  the  barbarity  of 
burying  them  alive  in  cloifters,  dark  as  their  underftand- 
in^s,  and  cold  as  their  hearts,  who  invented  them. 

Such 
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Such  widows  as  wear  the  fpoils  of  one 
hufband,  I  will  bury,  if  they  attempt  to  rob 
another. 

1  ordain,  That  no  Woman  ever  demand  one 
(hilling  to  be  paid  after  her  Hufband's  death, 
more  than  the  very  fum  (he  brings  him,  or  an 
equivalent  for  it  in  land. 

That  no  Settlement  be  made,  in  which  the 
man  fettles  on  his  children  more  than  the  re- 
verfion  of  the  Jointure,  or  the  value  of  it  in 
money  ;  fo  that  at  his  death,  he  may  in  the 
whole  be  bound  to  pay  his  family  but  double 
to  what  he  has  received.  I  would  have  the 
eldeft,  as  well  as  the  reft,  have  his  provifion 
out  of  this. 

When  men  are  not  able  to  come  up  to  thofc 
Settlements  I  have  propofed,  I  would  have 
them  receive  fo  much  of  the  portion  only  as 
they  can  come  up  to,  and  the  reft  to  go  to  the 
Woman  by  way  of  pin-money,  or  feparatc 
maintenance.  In  this,  I  think,  I  determine 
equally  between  the  two  Sexes. 

If  any  lawyer  varies  from  thefe  rules,  or  is 
abovetwo  days  in  drawing  ^LMarriage-SETTLE' 
MENT,  or  ufes  more  words  in  it  than  one  fkin 
of  parchment  will  contain,  or  takes  above  five 
pounds  for  drawing  it,  I  would  have  him 
thrown  over  the  bar  *. 

Were 

*  In  N"  199,  Marnagg-SETTtEMEtJT  is  mfntioncd  as  an 
invention  fo  modern  as  to  be  then  in  remenribrance  ;  and  faid 
to  have  been  extended  for  the  firft  time  to  three  (kins  of 

parchment. 
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Were  thefe  rules  obferved,  a  woman  with  a 
fmall  fortune,  and  a  great  deal  of  worth, 
would  be  fure  to  marry  according  to  her  de-^ 
ferts,  if  the  man's  eftate  were  to  be  lefs  in- 
cumbered, in  proportion  as  her  fortune  is  lefs 
than  he  might  have  with  others. 

A  man  of  a  great  deal  of  merit,  and  not 
much  eftate,  might  be  chofen  for  his  worth ; 
bccaufe  it  would  not  be  difficult  for  him  to 
make  a  fettlement. 

The  man  that  loves  a  woman  beft,  would 
not  lofe  her  for  not  being  able  to  bid  fo  much 
as  another,  or  for  not  complying  with  an  ex- 
travagant demand. 

A  line  woman  would  no  more  be  fet  up  to 
aufition  as  fiie  is  now.  When  a  man  puts  in 
for  her,  her  friends  or  herfclf  take  care  to 
publifti  it ;  and  the  man  that  was  the  firft 
bidder  is  made  no  other  ufe  of  but  to  raifc  the 
price.  He  that  loves  her  will  continue  ia 
waiting  as  long  as  (he  pleafcs,  if  her  fortune 
be  thought  equal  to  his  j  and,  under  pretence 
of  fome  failure  in  the  rent-roll,  or  difficulties 

parchment.  In  N®  169,  Marriage-W RiTif^cs  filM,  it  \s 
faid,  a  few  fheets  of  (jarchment;  but,  notwithftanding 
this  ruleforconfining  J^tfrr/^^^- Writings  within  the  com- 
pafs  of  one  (kin  of  parchment,  and  to  the  price  of  5 1,  the 
late  Lord  Granby's  Marriage  Settlement  confifted  of 
five  hundred  (heets  of  velom.  As  I  thought  nobody  would 
ever  infpedt  them,  I  adviftd  hanging  a  room  virith  them,  to 
in^ike  their  conteius  vtilble,  and  noticed  now  and  then.  A 


m 
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in  drawing  the  Settlement,  he  is  put  off  until 
a  better  bargain  is  made  with  another. 

All  the  reft  of  the  Sex,  that  are  not  rich  or 
beautiful  to  the  higheft  degree,  are  plainly 
gainers,  and  would  be  married  fo  faftj  that  the 
leaft  charming  df  them  would  foon  grow 
beauties  to  the  bachelors. 

Widows  might  be  eafily  married,  if  they 
would  not,  as  they  do  now,  fet  up  for  difcreet, 
only  by  being  mercenary. 

The  making  Matrimony  cheap  and  eafy 
would  be  the  greateft  difcouragement  to  vice : 
the  limiting  the  expence  of  children  would  not 
make  men  ill  inclined,  or  afraid  of  having 
them  in  a  regular  way;  and  the  men  of  merit 
would  not  live  unmarried,  as  they  often  do 
now,  becaufe  the  goodnefs  of  a  Wife  cannot  be 
enfured  to  them :  but  the  lofs  of  an  eftate  is 
certain,  and  a  man  would  never  have  the 
affliftion  of  a  worthlefs  heir  added  to  that  of 
a  bad  Wife. 

I  am  the  more  ferious,  large,  and  particular 
on  this  fubjeft,  becaufe  my  Lucubrations, 
defigned  for  the  encouragement  of  virtue, 
cannot  have  the  defired  fuccefs  as  long  as  this 
incumbrance  of   Settlements  continues  upon 

MATRIMONY.* 

•  See  N^  169,  and  N**  199. 

Thurfday, 
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ADDISON  K 


Materiam  fuperabat  opus.^--^ 

Ovid.  Met,  ri-  5. 

The  matter  equaH'd  not  the  artid's  (kill. 

R.  Wynne. 


I 


From  my  own  Apartmenti  September  i  j, 

T  is  my  cuftom,  in  a  dearth  of  news,  to 
entertain  myfelf  with  thofe  colkftions  of 
Advertisements  that  Appear  at  the  end  of  all 
our  public  prints.  Thefe  I  confider  as  ac- 
counts of  news  from  the  little  world,  in  the 
fame  manner  that  the  foregoing  parts  of  ths 
Paper  are  from  the  great.  If  lii  one  we  hear 
that  a  fovereign  prince  is  fled  from  his  capital 
city,  in  the  other  we  hear  of  a  tradefman  who 

*  This  Paper  appears  to  have  been  afcribed  w  Addtson, 
in  the  liji  delivered  by  Steele  to  Mr.  Tiekell,  being  re- 
printed in  Addison's  ''  Works/'  410.  vol.  II.  p.  316. 
it  is  likevi^ife  marked  as  a  Paper  of  Addison  in  the  MS, 
notes  of  Chrljiopher  Byron,  Efq.  communicated  as  men- 
tioned in  a  Note  on  N**  74. 

The  advertifements  alluded  to  here,  were  not  all  printed 
in  the  Tatler  in  folio-,  many  of  them  appeared  in  news- 
papers, and  other  periodical  publications,  about  this  titiie* 

hath 
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hath  fhut  up  his  fhop,  and  run  away.  If  ia 
one  we  find  the  viftory  of  a  general,  in  the 
other  we  fee  the  defertion  of  a  private  foldier. 
I  muft  confefs  I  have  a  certain  weaknefs  in 
my  temper,  that  is  often  very  much  afFeded 
by  thefe  Httle  domeftic  occurrences,  and  have 
frequently  been  caught  with  tears  in  my  eyes 
over  a  melancholy  Advertifement, 

But  to  confider  this  fubjed  in  its  moft  ridi- 
culous lights,  Advertifements  are  of  great  ufe 
to  the  vulgar.  Firft  of  all,  as  they  are  inftru- 
ments  of  Ambition.  A  man  that  is  by  no 
means  big  enough  for  the  Gazette,  may  eafily 
creep  into  the  Advertifements ;  by  which  means 
we  often  fee  an  apothecary  in  the  fame  paper 
of  nev/s  v^ith  a  plenipotentiary,  or  a  running* 
footman  with  an  ambaflador.  An  advertife- 
ment  from  Piccadilly  goes  down  to  poflerity 
with  an  article  from  Madrid,  and  John  Bart- 
LETT  of  Goodman's-fields  *  is  celebrated  in 
the  fame  Paper  with  the  emperor  of  Germany. 
Thus  the  fable  tells  us,  that  the  wren  mounted 
as  high  as  the  eagle,  by  getting  upon  his 
back. 

A  fecond  ufe  which  this  fort  of  Writings 
hath  been  turned  to  of  late  years,  has  been 
the  management  of  controverfy  ;  infomuch 
that  above  half  the  Advertifements  one  meets 
with  now-a-days  are  purely  Folefnicai     The 

*  A  trufs-makcr. 

in- 
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inventorsof  *^  Strops  forRazors*"  have  written 
againft  one  another  this  way  for  feveral  years, 
and  that  with  great  bitternefs  -,  as  the  whole 

argument 

*  Concerning  the  Razor-Stroi*  coniroverfi,  the  po- 
lemical advertifements  are  not  worth  re-printing.  See 
Spect.  N**  509,  and  Note. 

The  advertifement  in  the  blind  Italian  charaBer^  which 
was  fubjoined  to  this  Paper  from  the  original  N°  224  in 
folio.,  may  ferve  as  a  fample  of  the  whole  argument  pro  and 
con,  in  the  cafe  of  the  morning-gozvn. 

Several  fpecimens  have  likewife  been  given  ibidem^  of 
Dr.  Clark's  (kill  in  advertifing,  with  a  view  and  re- 
ferences to  this  Paper. 

Sir  William  Read  Teems  to  have  been  the  moft  laborious 
advertifer  in  his  time,  and  the  moft  fuccefsful  pracftitioner 
in  his  way.  We  learn  from  one  of  the  letters  of  "  Pylades 
and  Corinna,"  vol.  I.  dated  May  8,  1705,  that  Dr.  Read 
was  knighted  about  five  years  before  the  date  of  this  Paper, 
It  is  faid  in  an  epigram,  ibidem^  p.  97,  that  Sir  Willianx 
could  hardly  read  \  and,  it  muft  be  confefTed,  he  feldomi 
fufFered  any  periodical  Paper  to  make  its  appearance  in 
public,  without  fome  teftimony,  under  his  own  hand,  that 
he  could  hardl")  write.  It  appears  from  a  fine  print  of  him, 
that  he  was  a  very  comely  perfon,  and  a  man  of  fafliion  ; 
from  his  numberlefs  advertifements,  hie  et  ubique.^  that  he 
was  a  prudent,  pains-taking  man  ;  and,  from  his  gold 
^effels.^  mentioned  in  a  note  on  N"  9,  that  he  was  rich,  or 
oflentatious.  With  many  firings  to  his  bow,  he  did  not 
fuddenly  earn  his  wealth,  or  his  title  ;  for  it  appears  from 
his  advertifement  annexed  to  Tat.  N®  219,  O.  F.  that  he 
had  been  35  years  in  the  practice  of  couching  cataratSls, 
taking  off  all  forts  of  wens,  curing  wry-necks  and  hair- 
lips  without  hlernijh  though  never  fo  deformed.,  Vending  flyptic 
water,  and  a  variety  of  noftrums,  &c.  He  allowed  [he 
fays]  nobody  to  praftife  in  his  name  but  his  lady,  whom  he 
inftru6i:ed  in  ail  his  lucrative  arts.  She  not  only  exercifed 
them  in  the  life-time  of  her  hufband,  but  continued  the 
bufinefs  after  his  death,  advertifed upon  her  brother  and  fifter 
Vol.  IV,  K  pra6litioners» 
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argument  pro  2ind  ^ con  in  the  cafe  of  "  the 
"  morning  gown"  is  ftill:  carried  on  after  the 
famre  manner.  I  need  not  mention  the  feveral 
proprietors  of  Dr.  Anderson's  pills  -,  nor  take 

notice 


f)ra£l:itioners,  and  gave  them  their  own  in  advertifements^  that, 
in  the  judgment  of  the  impartial^  are  as  well  penned  as  thi-'irs. 

This  learned  knight  was  likewife  advertijcd  upon  by  Mr. 
Roger  Grant,  of  whom  fome  account  has  been  given  \n 
the  notes  on  Tat.  N°  55.  Mr.  Grant  was'fworn  ocu'i/i 
and  operator  in  extraordinary  to  Q.  Anne,  about  ten  day3 
after  the  date  of  this  Paper:  he  feems  to  have  been  bir 
William  Read's  moft  formidable  rival  ;  and  we  rarely  meet 
with  an  original  periodical  Paper  about  this  time,  which 
has  not  at  the  end  of  it  a  polemical  advertifement  of  the  one 
or  the  other. 

In  juftice  to  Sir  William  Read,  it  is  but  fair  to  mention, 
that  the  tribe  of  oculifts  and  practitioners  in  his  way  were 
at  this  tim.e  very  numerous,  and  no  lefs  difcordant  among 
themfelves  than  the  aftrologers  and  almanack-makers  of 
that,  or  any  preceding  period.  It  is  indeed  difficult  to  think 
very  highly  of  any  of  them  all,  whilft  there  ftill  remain  ib 
many  of  their  ill-written  advertifements  in  an  age  of  good 
writing,  reprefenting  one  another  nominatim^  as  illiterate 
and  crafty,  as  blockheads  and  rogues.  Hence  it  may  be 
that  Sir  William  Reai>-'s  charaCier  is  injurioufly  mifrepre- 
fented  ;  he  might  have  been  like  Dr,  RadclifFe  in  his  lir:f% 
a  very  good  and  ufeful  man  although  no  great  fcholar,  and 
an  expert  oculift,  at  a  time  when  oculifts  were  more  wanted 
than  they  are  now,  that  the  fubfequent  practice  of  inocu- 
lation, and  its  confequential  advantages,  have  happily  di- 
minifhed  the  number  of  their  patients.  He  was  unquef- 
tionably  in  the  foremoft  rank,  if  not  at  the  very  head  of 
his  clafa;  and  his  profeflional  abilities  are  honourably  men- 
tioned in  Sir  Hans  Sloane's  correfpondence,  preferved  \i\ 
the  Britifh  Mufeum.  This  writer  thinks  too  he  has  heard, 
on  good  authority,  that  if  Sir  WilHam  Read  was  not  him- 
fejf  very  learned,  he  was  yet  a  generous  encourager  ot 
learning,  and   left  no  inconfiderable   part  of  his  fortune 

to 
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notice  of  the  many  fatirlcal  works  of  this 
nature  fo  frequently  publifhed  by  Dr.  Clark, 
who  has  had  the  confid^ice  to  advertife  upon 
that  learned  knight,  my  very  worthy  friend. 
Sir  William  Read  :  but  I  fhall  not  interpofe 
in  their  quarrel :  Sir  William  can  give  him 
his  own  in  Advertifements^  that,  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  impartial,  are  as  well  penned  as 
the  do6lor's. 

The  third  and  laft  ufe  of  thefe  writings  is 
to  inform  the  world,  where  they  may  be  fur- 
nifhed  with  almoft  every  thing  that  is  neceflary 
for  life.  If  a  man  has  pains  in  his  head, 
colics  in  his  bowels,  or  fpots  in  his  cloaths,  he 
may  here  meet  with  proper  cures  and  remedies. 
If  a  man  would  recover  a  wife  or  a  horfe  that 
is  ftolen  or  ftrayed  ;  if  he  wants  new  fermons, 
electuaries,  affes  milk,  or  any  thing  elfe,  either 
for  his  body  or  his  mind  j  this  is  the  place  to 
look  for  them  in. 

to  found  a  library,  or  burfary,  or  both,  In  the  Marifchal 
College  (God  blefs  it)  of  New  Aberdeen.      Of  that  city, 
or  county,   Sir  William  Read  was  a  native,  and  of  a  good 
family,   from  which  one  of  the  moft  learned  and  beft  men 
now  living,  is  no  very  remote  defcendant.    In  his  political 
principles  Sir  William  Read  feems  to  have  been   a   fteady 
whig,  as  may  be   inferred   from  Swift's  diflike   to   him, 
who,  at  the  clofe  of  Q^  Anne's  reign,  mentions  him  con- 
temptuoufly  as  a  mountebank,  and   likewife   from   his  being 
fv/orn  Qculijl  in  ordinary  to  K.  Geo.  I.  in  the  beginning  of 
1714.     This  office  he  did   not  long  enjoy,    for  he  died  at 
Rochefter  on  the  24th  of  May  in  the  year  following,  and 
vvas  fucceeded  by  his  conftant  competitor,  and  probably  his 
countryman,  Mr,  Roger  Grant. 

R  2  The 
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The  great  art  m  writing  Advertifements,  i^ 
the  finding  out  a  proper  method  to  catch  the 
reader's  eye,  without  which  a  good  thing  may 
pafs  over  unobferved,  or  be  loft  among  com- 
miflions  of  bankrupts.  Afterifks  and  hands 
were  formerly  of  great  ufe  for  this  purpofe. 
Of  late  years  the  N.  B.  has  been  much  in 
fafhion^  as  alfo  little  cuts  and  figures,  the  in- 
vention of  which,  we  muft  afcribe  to  the  author 
of  Spring-trujfes,  I  muft  not  here  omit  the 
blind  Italia)!  chara6ler\  which,  being  fearce 
legible,  always  fixes  and  detains  the  eye,  and 
gives  the  curious  reader  fometbing  like  the  fa- 
tisfaftion  of  prying  into  a  fecret. 

But  the  great  fkill  in  an  Advertifer  rs  chiefly 
feen  in  the  ftyle  which  he  makes  ufe  of.  He 
is  to  mention  "  the  univerfal  efteem,  or  ge- 
neral reputation,"  of  things  that  were  never 
heard  of.  If  he  is  a  phyfician  or  afirologer^  he 
muft  change  his  lodgings  frequently;  and, 
though  he  never  faw  any  body  in  them  befides 
his  ov/n  family,  give  public  notice  of  it,  **  for 
**  the  information  of  the  nobility  and  gentry." 
Since  I  am  thus  ufefully  employed  in  writing 
criticifms  on  the  works  of  thefe  diminutive 
authors,  I  muft  not  pafs  over  in  filence  an  Ad- 
"certijementy  which  has  lately  made  its  appear- 
ance, and  is  written  altogether  in  a  Ciceronian 
manner.  It  was  fent  to  me,  ^n\\\\  fi've  jJnUtng^^ 
to  be  inferted  among  my  Advertifements  \  but 
as  it  is  a  pattern  of  good  writing  in  this  way, 
I  fliall  give  it  a  place  in  the  body  of  my  Paper. 

"  The 
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*^  The  higheft  compounded  fpirit  of  laven- 
"  der,  the  moft  glorious,  if  the  exprejjion  may 
"  be  ufed,  enlivening  fcent  and  flavour  that 
**  can  poffibly  be,  which  i'o  raptures  the  fpirits, 
*^  delights  the  guft,  and  gives  fuch  airs  to  the 
**  countenance,  as  are  not  to  be  imagined  but 
"  by  thofe  that  have  tried  it.  The  meanefl 
"  fort  of  the  thing  is  admired  by  motl  gentle- 
*'  men  and  ladies  ^  but  this  far  more,  as  by 
"  far  it  exceeds  it,  to  the  gaining  among  all  a 
5'  more  than  common  efteem.  It  is  fold,  in 
*'  neat  flint  bottles  fit  for  the  pocket,  only  at 
^*  the  Golden  Kev  in  Wharton''^  court,  near 
**  Holborn-bars,  for  three  fhillings  and  fix- 
*^  pence,  with  dire6tions/' 

At  the  fame  time  that  I  recommend  the  fe- 
veral  flowers  in  which  this  fpirit  of  lavender 
is  wrapped  up,  if  the  exprejjion  may  be  ufed,  I 
cannot  excufe  my  fellow-labourers  for  admit- 
ting into  their  papers  feveral  uncleanly  adver- 
tifements,  not  at  all  proper  to  appear  in  the 
works  of  polite  writers.  Among  thefe  I  mufl: 
reckon  the  *'  Carminative  Wind-expelling 
*'  Pills."  If  the  dofi:or  had  called  them  only 
his  Carminative  Pills,  he  had  been  as  cleanly 
as  one  could  have  wiflied  j  but  the  fecond  word 
entirely  deftroys  the  decency  of  the  firflr. 
There  are  other  abfurdities  ot  this  nature  fo 
very  grofs,  that  I  dare  not  mention  them  j 
and  fliall  therefore  difmifs  this  fubje<5t  with  a 
public  admonition  to  Michael  Parrot,  That 
bg  do  not  prefume  any  more  to  mention  a 

R  3  certain 
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certain  worm  he  knows  of,  which,  by  the  way, 
has  grown  feven  feet  in  my  memory ;  for,  if  i 
am  not  much  miftaken,  it  is  the  fame  that  was 
but  nine  feet  long  about  fix  months  ago. 

By  the  remarks  I  have  here  made,  it  plainly 
appears,  that  a  colleflion  of  advertifements  is 
a  kind  of  mifcellany ;  the  writers  of  which, 
contrary  to  all  authors,  except  men  of  quality, 
give  money  to  the  bookfellers  who  publifh 
their  copies.  The  genius  of  the  bookfeller  is 
chiefly  fbewn  in  his  method  of  ranging  and 
digefting  thefe  little  trails.  The  laft  paper  I 
took  up  in  my  hand  places  them  in  the  fol- 
lowing order.  The  true  Spanifli  blacking  for 
fhoes,  &c.  The  beautifying  cream  for  the 
face,  &c.  Peafe  and  plaifters,  &c.  Ne6lar 
and  Ambrofia,  &c.  Four  freehold  tenements 
of  fifteen  pounds  per  annurn^  &c.  Annota- 
tions upon  the  I  atler,  &c.  [See  N°  ^53.]  The 
prefent  (late  of  ^  ngland,  &c.  *  A  commifTion 
of  bankruptcy  being  awarded  againft  B.  L. 
bookfeller,  occ. 

*  Or  Anglic  Notkia-,  originally  compiled  by  Edw. 
Chamberlayne,  LL.  D.  in  1669  He  died  in  1703,  and 
was  buried  it  Chelfea,  where  in  a  Latin  infcription,  i:  is 
faid,  novem  'Iweros  genuit^  fex  libros  cci7ipcfuii.  Copies  of 
his  f»x  books  coverefi  with  wax,  were  buried  with  him  for 
the  benefit  of  poft'^rity.  An  improving:  publication  under 
the  fame  title  was  kf-pt  up  by  his  family,  till  the  Union, 
It  was  pirated,  and  a  rival  book  oppofed  to  it  by  Guy 
Mieg^^  '^i  Swifs  who  taught  the  French  language,  &c.  See 
BioGR.  Brit.  Ait.  Chamberlayne,  &c. 

N*  225, 
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N"  225.    Saturday,  September  16,  1710. 
STEELE. 


r Si  quid  novijli  reElius  ijlis, 

Candidas  imperti  -,  ft  non^  his  utere  mecum, 

HoR.  I  Ep.  vi.  67. 


•If  a  better  fyftem's  thine, 


impart  \i  frankly;  or  mak^  iife  of  mine. 

Francis. 

From  my  own  Apartment,  September  15. 

TH  E  hours  which  we  fpend  in  convert 
fation  are  the  moft  pleafing  of  any 
which  vve  enjoy  ;  yet  methinks,  there  is  very 
little  care  taken  to  impi*ove  ourfelves  for  the 
frequent  repetition  of  them.  The  common 
fault  in  this  cafe  Js  that  of  growing  too  intimate, 
and  falling  into  difpleafing  familiarities :  for 
it  is  a  very  ordinary  thing  for  men  to  make 
no  other  ufe  of  a  clofe  acquaintance  with  each 
other's  affairs,  but  to  teaze  one  another  with 
unacceptable  allufions'^.  One  would  pafs 
over  patiently  fuch  as  converfe  like  animals, 
^nd   falute   each    other   with   bangs    on  th^ 

*  See  N*  215,  note,  and  quotation, 

|l  4  flioulders, 
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fhoulders,  fly  raps  with  canes,  or  other  robuft 
pleafantries  praCtifed  by  the  rural  gentry  of 
this  nation  :  but  even  among  tKofe  who  fliould 
have  more  polite  ideas  of  things,  you  fee  a 
fet  of  people  who  invert  the  defign  of  conver- 
fation,  and  make  frequent  mention  of  ungrate- 
ful fubjeds  ;  nay,  mention  them  becaufe  they 
are  ungrateful,  as  if  the  perfe<2ion  of  fociety 
were  in  knowing  how  to  offend  on  the  one 
part,  and  how  to  bear  an  offence  on  the  other. 
In  all  parts  of  this  populous  town,  you  find 
the  merry  world  made  up  of  an  adive  and  a 
pafRve  companion  ;  one  who  has  good-nature 
enough  to  fufFer  all  his  friend  fhall  think  fit 
to  fay,  and  one  who  is  refolved  to  make  the 
moft  of  his  good-humour  to  fliew  his  parts. 
In  the  trading  part  of  mankind,  I  have  ever 
obferved  the  jeft  went  by  the  weight  of  purfes, 
and  the  ridicule  is  made  up  by  the  gains  which 
arife  from  it.  Thus  the  packer  allows  the 
clothier  to  fay  what  he  pleafes  ;  and  the  broker 
has  his  countenance  ready  to  laugh  with  the 
merchant,  though  the  abufe  is  to  fall  on  him- 
felf,  becaufe  he  knows  that,  as  a  go-between, 
he  fliall  find  his  account  in  being  in  the  good 
graces  of  a  man  of  wealth.  Among  thefe  juft 
and  punctual  people  the  richeft  man  is  ever  the 
better  jefter;  and  they  know  no  fuch  thing  as  a 
perfon  who  fhall  pretend  to  a  fuperior  laugh  at 
a  man,  who  does  not  make  him  amends  by  op- 
portunities of  advantage  in  another  kind  :  but 
among  people  of  a  different  way,  where  the 

pretended 
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pretended  diftinftion  in  company  is  only  what 
is  raifed  from  fenfe  and  underftanding,  it  is 
very  abfurd  to  carry  on  a  rough  raillery  fo  far, 
as  that  the  whole  difcourfe  fhould  turn  upoa 
each  other's  infirmities,  follies,  or  misfortunes, 
I  was  this  evening  with  a  fet  of  wags  of  this 
clafs.  They  appear  generally  by  two  and  two  ; 
and  what  is  moft  extraordinary,  is,  that  thofe 
very  perfons  who  are  moft  together  appear  leaft 
of  a  mind  when  joined  by  other  company.  This 
evil  proceeds  from  an  indifcreet  familiarity, 
whereby  a  man  is  allowed  to  fay  the  moft  grat- 
ing thing  imaginable  to  another,  and  it  ftiall  be 
accounted  weaknefs  to  ftiew  an  impatience  for 
the  unkindnefs.  But  this  and  all  other  devia^ 
tions  from  the  defign  of  pleafing  each  other 
when  we  meet,  are  derived  from  interlopers  in 
fociety ;  who  want  capacity  to  put  in  a  ftock 
among  regular  companions,  and  therefore  fup- 
ply  their  wants  by  ftale  hiftories,  fly  obferva- 
tions,  and  rude  hints,  which  relate  to  the  con- 
duel  of  others.  All  cohabitants  in  general  run 
into  this  unhappy  fault  5  men  and  their  wives 
break  into  refledlions,  which  are  like  fo  much 
Arabic  to  the  reft  of  the  company  5  fifters  and 
brothers  often  make  the  like  figure,  from  the 
fame  unjuft  fenfe  of  the  art  of  being  intimate 
and  famihar.  It  is  often  faid,  fuch  a  one  can- 
not ftand  the  mention  of  fuch  a  circumftance  ; 
if  he  cannot,  I  am  fure  it  is  for  want  of  dif- 
courfe, or  a  worfe  reafon,  that  any  companion 
of  his  touches  upon  it, 

Familiarityj 
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.  Familiarity,  among  the  truly  well-bred,  never 
gives  authority  to  trefpafs  upon  one  another  in 
the  moft  minute  circumftance ;  but  it  allows  to 
be  kinder  than  we  ought  otherwife  to  prefunie 
to  be.  EusEBius  *  has  wit,  humour,  and  fpirit; 
but  there  never  was  a  man  in  his  company  who 
wifhed  he  had  lefs  -,  for  he  underftands  Familia- 
rity fo  well,  that  he  knows  how  to  make  ufe  of 
it  in  a  way,  that  ^either  makes  himfelf  or  his 
friend  contemptible  ;  but  if  any  one  is  lefiened 
by  his  freedom,  it  is  he  himfelf,  who  always 
likes  the  place,  the  diet,  and  the  reception,  when 
he  is  in  the  company  of  his  friends.  Equality 
is  the  life  of  converfation  ;  and  he  is  as  much 
out  who  affumes  to  himfelf  any  part  above  anq^ 


*  Perhaps  Addison  is  here  alluded  to  under  the  name 
of  Eufebiusi  The  following  anecdote,  which  refts  on  the 
authority  of  Dr.  Birch,  feems  to  give  fome  credibility  to 
this  conjedure.  Mr.  Temple  Stanyan,  mentioned  in  a 
note  on  Tat.  N°  193,  p.  184,  borrowed  on  fpme  exigency 
a  fum  of  money  from  Addjson,  with  whom  he  lived 
in  habits  of  friendfhip,  converfing  on  all  fubjedts  with  equgl 
freedom  ;  but  from  this  time  Mr.  Stanyan  agreed  implicitly 
to  every  thing  Addison  advanced,  and  never,  as  formerly, 
difputed  his  pofitions.  This  change  of  behaviour  did  not 
long  efcape  the  notice  of  fo  acute  an  obferver,  to  whom  it 
was  by  no  means  agreeable.  It  happened  one  day  that  a 
fubie<St  was  ftarted,  ori  which  they  had  before  keenly  con- 
troverted ohe  another's  notions  ;  but  now,  Mr.  Stanyan 
entirely  acquiefced  in  Addison's  opinion,  without  offer- 
ing one  word  in  defence  of  his  own,  Addison  was  dif- 
pleafed,  and  vented  his  difpleafure,  by  faying  with  fome 
emotion,  "  Sir,  either  contradiSf  me,  or  pay  me  my  money,** 
Pirch's  Bisgr,  MSS.  Br.  Mufeum, 

ther, 
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thcr,  as  he  who  confiders  himfelf  below  the  reft 
of  the  fociety.  Familiarity  in  inferiors  is  fauci- 
nefs;  in  fuperiors,  condefcenfion ;  neither  of 
which  are  to  have  being  among  companions, 
the  very  word  implying  that  they  are  to  be  equal. 
When  therefore,  we  have  abftrafted  the  com- 
pany from  all  confidqrations  of  their  quality  or 
fortune,  it  will  immediately  appear,  that  to 
make  it  happy  and  polite,  there  muft  nothing  be 
ftarted  which  flaall  difcQve;-,  that  our  thoughts 
run  upon  any  fiach  diftinflions.  Hence  it  will 
arife,  that  benevolence  muft  become  the  rule  of 
fociety,  and  he  that  is  moft  obliging  muft  be 
moft  diverting. 

This  way  of  talking  I  arn  fallen  into  from  the 
refle6lion  that  I  am,  where-ever  I  go,  entertain- 
ed with  fome  abfurdity,  miftake,  weaknefs,  or 
ill-luck  of  fome  man  or  other,  whom  not  only 
I,  but  the  perfon  who  makes  me  thofe  relations, 
has  a  value  for.  It  would  therefore  be  a  great 
benefit  to  the  world,  if  it  could  be  brought  to 
pafs,  that  no  ftory  fhould  be  a  taking  one,  but 
what  was  tp  the  advantage  of  the  perfon  of 
whom  it  is  related.  By  this  means,  he  that  is 
now  a  wit  in  converfation,  would  be  confidered 
as  a  fpreader  of  falfe  news  is  in  bufinefs. 

But  above  all,  to  make  aFamiliar  fit  for  ^  bo- 
foni  friend,  it  is  abfolutely  neceffary  that  we 
(liould  always  be  inclined  rather  to  hide^  than 
rally  each  others  infirmities.  To  lufFer  for  a 
fault  U  a  fort  of  atonement ;  and  no  body  is 
concerned  for  the  offence  for  which  he  ha^ 
made  reparation. 

P.  S. 
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P.  S.  I  have  received  the  following  letter, 
which  rallies  me  for  being  witty  fooner  than  I 
defigned;  but  I  have  now  altered  my  refoliition, 
and  intend  to  be  facetious  until  the  day  in 
Oftober  heretofore  mentioned,  inftead  of  be- 
ginning from  that  day  ^. 

**  Mr.  BicKERSTAFF,         Sept.  6,  1710. 
"  By  your  own  reckoning,  you  came  yefter- 
"  day  about  a  month  before  the  time  you  look- 
^*  ed  yourfelf,  much  to  the  fatisfaftion  of 
"  Your  moft  obliged,  humble  fervant, 

**  Plain  English.'* 


N°226.      Tuefday,  September  19,  1710, 
STEEL  Ef. 

' Juvenis  quondam^  nunc  femina.  Census, 

Rurjus  i^  in  vetcrem  fato  revoluta  figuram. 

ViRG.  iEn.  vi.  448. 

.    C^NEus,  a  woman  once,  and  once  a  man  ; 

But  ending  \n  the  fex  (he  firft  began.       Dryden. 

From  my  own  Apartment,  September  18. 

IT  is'one  of  the  defigns  of  this  Paper  to  tranf- 
mit  to  pofterity  an  account  of  every  thing 
that  is  monftrous  in  my  own  times.     For  this 

^eafon, 

*  SeeN*  217,  ADV.  adjinem, 

t  This  paper  appears  to  have  been  afcribed  to  Addisoh 
in  the  Uji  delivered  by  Steele  to  Mr.  Tickell,  as  it  is  re- 

printec{ 
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reafon,  I  fhall  here  publifti  to  the  world  the  life 
of  a  perfon  who  was  neither  man  nor  woman  5 
as  written  by  one  of  my  ingenious  correfpon- 
dents,  who  feems  to  have  imitated  Plutarch 
in  that  multifarious  erudition,  and  thofe  occa- 
fional  differtations,  which  he  has  wrought  into 
the  body  of  his  hiftory.  The  life  I  am  putting 
out  is  that  of  Margery,  alias  John  Young, 
commonly  known  by  the  name  of  Do6lor 
Young  ;  who,  as  the  town  very  well  knows, 
was  a  woman  that  pra6lifed  phyfic  in  a  man's 
cloaths,  and,  after  having  had  two  wives  and 
feveral  children,  died  about  a  month  fince, 

"Sir, 

"  I  here  make  bold  to  trouble  you  with  a 
"  fhort  account  of  the  famous  Dodtor  Young's 
**  life,  which  you  may  call,  if  you  pleafe,  afe- 
*'  cond  part  of  the  farce  of  the  Sham  Doctor. 
**  This  perhaps  will  not  feem  fo  ftrange  to 
*'  you,  who,  if  I  am  not  miftaken,  have  fome- 
"  where  mentioned  with  honour  your  filler 
*'  KiRLEus*,  as  a  praftitioner  both  in  phyfic 

''  and 


printed  in  his  edition  of  Addison's  "  Works"  in  4to,- 
vol.  II.  p.  320.  It  is  lilcewife  marked  as  a  paper  of  Ad- 
dison in  the  MS.  notes  of  C.  Byron,  Efq.  communicated 
by  J— N  H- Y.  M.     See  Tat.  N°  74,  Note, 

Of  the  hero  or  heroine  of  this  ftory  the  annotator  has  not 
been  fo  fortunate  as  to  meet  with  any  other  account, 

*  See  Tat.  N**  14,  Note^  p.    157;   and  N^4i,  Note 
p.  66, 

There 
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and  aftrology :  but,  in  the  common  opinion 
of  mankind,  a  flie- quack  is  altogether  as 
"  ftrange  and  aftonifhing  a  creature,  as  the 
"  Centaur  that  praftifed  phyfic  in  the  days  of 
"  Achilles,  or  as  king  Phys  in  the  Rebearfal. 
"  ^scuLAPius,  the  great  founder  of  your  art, 
"  was  particularly  famous  for  his  beard,  as 
**  we  may  conclude  from  the  behaviour  of  a 
tyrant,  who  is  branded  by  heathen  hiftorians 
as  guilty  both  of  facrilege  and  blafphemy ; 
having  robbed  the  ftatue  of  >Esculapius  of 
a  thick  bufliy  golden  beard,  and  then  al- 
ledged  for  his  excufe,  That  it  was  a  (hame 
*«  the  fon  fliould  have  a  beard,  when  his  fa- 
"  ther  Apollo  had  none.  This  latter  inftance 
"  indeed  feems  fomething  to  favour  a  female 
*'  profeflbr,  fince,  as  I  have  been  told,  the  an- 
"  tient  ftatues  of  Apollo  are  generally  made 
"  with  a  head  and  face  of  a  woman  :  nay,  I 
"  have  been  credibly  informed  by  thofe  who 
"  have  feen  them  both,  that  the  famous  Apol- 
"  Lo  in  the  Belvidera  did  very  much  refemble 
<«  Doflor  Young.  Let  that  be  as  it  will,  the 
"  do6tor  was  a  kind  of  Amazon  in  phyfic,  that 
"  made  as  great  devaftations  and  flaughters  as 
**  any  of  our  chief  heroes  in  the  art,  and  was 
"  as  fatal  to  the  Englifh  in  thefe  our  days,  as 

There  were  two  fhe  quacks  of  the  name  of  Kirleus, 
Sufannahy  the  widow  of  Thomas^  and  Mary^  the  widow  of 
*John^  who  advertifed  upon  one  another.  They  were  equal- 
ly Ikill'd  in  ajirology  and  phyfic. 

"  the 
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'«  the  famous  Joan  d*Arc  was  in  thofe  of  our 
"  forefathers. 

*'  I  do  not  find  any  thing  remarkable  in  the 
*'  life  which  I  am  about  to  write  until  the  year 
"  1 695  ;  at  which  time  the  doftor,  being  about 
-**  twenty-three  years  old,  was  brought  to-bedof 
**  a  baftard  child.  The  fcandal  of  fuch  a  mif- 
*'  fortune  gave  fo  great  an  uneafinefs  to  pretty 
**  Mrs.  PeCgy,  for  that  was  the  name  by  which 
**  the  doftor  was  then  called,  that  fhe  left  her 
**  family,  and  followed  her  lover  to  London, 
**  with  a  fixed  refolution  fome  way  or  other  to 
*'  recover  her  loft  reputation :  but  inftead  of 
"  changing  her  life,  which  one  would  have  ex- 
*'  pefted  from  fo  good  a  difpoiition  of  mind, 
*«  fhe  took  it  in  her  head  to  change  her  fex. 
«•  This  was  foon  done  by  the  help  of  a  fword 
*'  and  a  pair  of  breeches.  I  have  reafon  to 
"  believe,  that  her  firft  defign  v/as  to  turn  man- 
midwife,  having  herfelf  had  fome  experience 
in  thofe  affairs :  but  thinking  this  too  narrow 
a  foundation  for  her  fui;ure  fortune,  fhe  at 
length  bought  her  a  gold-buttoned  coat^  and 
fet  up  for  a  phyfician.  Thus  we  fee  the 
fame  fatal  mifcarriage  in  her  youth  made 
Mrs.  Young  a  do(!:l:or,  that  formerly  made 
one  of  the  fame  fex  a  pope. 
*'  The'doclor  fucceeded  very  well  in  his  bu- 
finefs  at  firft  ;  but  very  often  met  with  acci- 
dents that  difquieted  him.  As  he  wanted 
that  deep  magifterial  voice  which  gives  au- 
thority to  a  prefcription,  and  is  abfolutely 

*'  neceffary 
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neceflary  for  the  right  pronouncing  of  thefe 
words,  *  Take  thefe  pills/  he  unfortunately 
got  the  nick-name  of  the  Squeaking  Do6tor. 
If  thiscircumftance  alarmed  the  dodor,  there 
was  another  which  gave  him  no  fmall  dif- 
"  quiet,  and  very  much  diminiihed  his  gains. 
"  In  (hort,  he  found  himfelf  run  down  as  a  fu- 
"  perficial  prating  quack,  in  all  families  that 
"  had  at  the  head  of  them  a  cautious  father,  or 
"  a  jealous  hufband.  Thefe  would  often  com- 
•^  plain  among  one  another,  that  they  did  not 
**  like  fuch  a  fmock-faced  phyfician;  though  in 
•«  truth,  had  they  known  how  juftly  hedeferved 
"  that  name,  they  would  rather  have  favoured 
**  his  praftice,  than  have  apprehended  any 
"  thing  from  it. 

*'  Such  were  the  motives  that  determined 
•*  Mrs.  Young  to  change  her  condition,  and 
**  take  in  marriage  a  virtuous  young  woman 
"  who  lived  with  her  in  good  reputation,  and 
made  her  the  father  of  a  very  pretty  girl.  But 
this  part  of  her  happinefs  was  foon  after  de- 
ftroyed,  by  a  diftemper  which  was  too  hard 
for  our  phyfician.  and  carried  off  his  fird 
*'  wife.  The  dodor  had  not  been  a  widow 
"  long  before  he  married  his  fecond  lady,  with 
"  whom  alfo  he  lived  in  very  good  undei  (land- 
"  ing.  It  fo  happened,  that  the  do6tor  was 
*'  with  child  at  the  fame  time  that  his  lady 
"  was ;  but  the  little  ones  coming  both  toge- 
"  ther,  they  paiTed  for  twins.  The  doctor 
"  having  entirely  eftabliftied  the  reputation  of 

*•  his 
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*'  his  manhood,  efpecially  by  the  birth  of  the 
*'  boy  of  whom  he  had  been  lately  delivered, 
*'  and  who  very  niuch  refembles  him,  grew 
"  into  good  bufinefs,  and  was  particularly  fa- 
'*  mous  for  the  cure  of  venereal  diftempers ; 
**  but  would  have  had  much  more  praftice 
^'  among  his  own  fex,  had  not  fome  of  them 
*'  been  fo  unreafonable  as  to  demand  certain 
*'  proofs  of  their  cure,  which  the  do6lor  was 
**  not  able  to  give  them.  The  florid  blooming 
''  look,  which  gave  the  doftor  fome  uneafi- 
nefs  at  firfl,  inftead  of  betraying  his  perfon, 
only  recommended  his  phyfic.  Upon  this 
occafion  1  cannot  forbear  mentioning  what 
I  thought  a  very  agreeable  furprize;  in  one 
of  Moliere's  plays,  v/here  a  young  wo- 
man applies  herfelf  to  a  fick  perfon  in  the 
habit  of  a  quack,  and  fpeaks  to  her  patient, 
who  was  fomething  fcandalized  at  the  youth 
of  his  phyfician,  to  the  following  purpofe 

1  began  to  praftife  in    the    reign   of 

Francis  the  Firfl,  and  am  now  in  the  hun- 
dred and  fiftieth  year  of  my  age:  but,  by 
the  virtue  of  my  medicaments,  have  main- 
tained myfelf  in  the  fame  beauty  and  frefli- 
ncfs  1  had  at  fifteen.  For  this  reafon  Hip- 
pocrates lays  it  down  as  a  rule,  that  a  ftu- 
dent  in  phyfic  fhould  have  a  found  confli- 
tution,  and  a  healthy  look;  which  indeed 
feem  as  necefiary  qualifications  for  a  phyfi- 
cian, as  a  good  life  and  virtuous  behaviour 
for  a  divine.  But  to  return  to  our  fubjeft. 
Vol.  IV.  S  About 


(( 
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■  *'  About  two  years  ago  the  doctor  was  very 
**  much  afflicted  with  the  vapours,  which- 
'*  grew  upon  him  to  fuch  a  degree,  thvit  about 
*'  fix  weeks  fince  they  matie  an  end  of  him. 
"  His  death  difcovered  the  diiguife  he  had  adt- 
*^  ed  uitder,  and  brought  him  back  again  to  his 
**  former  fex.  It  is  faid,  that  at  his  burial  the 
*'  pall  was  held  up  by  fix  women  of  fonne 
*'  fafliioii.  The  do6lor  left  behind  him  a  wi- 
'*  daw,  and  two  fatherlefs  children,  if  they 
*'  may  be  called  fo,  befidcs  the  little  boy  be- 
"  fore- mentioned.  In  relation  to  wham  we 
**  may  fay  of  the  dofSor,  as  the  good  old  ballad 
*^  about  The  Children  in  the  Wood  *  fays  of 
*'  the  unnatural  uncle,  that  he  was  father  and 
'^  mother  both  in  one.  Thefe  are  all  the  cir- 
"  tumilances  that  I  could  learn  af  Dr.  Young's 
*'  life,  which  might  have  given  occafion  to 
'^  many  obfcene  fictions :  but  as  I  knaw  thofe 
**  would  never  have  gained  a  place  in  your  Pa- 
*'  per,  1  have  not  troubled  you  with  any  im- 
*'  pertinence  of  that  nature,  having  ituck  to 
''  the  truth  very  fcrupuloully,  as  1  always  do 
*'  when  I  fubfcribe  myfelf, 

''  Sir, 

''  Yours,  &c." 

I  (liall  add  as  a  pofl:fcript  to  this  letter,  that 
I  am  informed  the  famous  Saltero-j-,  who 

*  See  Dr.  Beatie's  "  Minftfell,"  B.  I.  47,  48,  and  49. 
t  See  N'*  34,  Note. 
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fells  cOiFee  in  his  mufeum  at  Chelfea,  has  by 
him  a  ciiriofity,  which  helped  the  do^flor  to 
carry  on  his  impofture,  and  will  give  great 
fatisfaftion  to  the  curious  enquirer. 


N**  227.     Thurfday,  September  21,  1710. 
STEELE. 

Omnihus  invideasy  Zciky  nemo  iihi.  Martial. 

'  Thou  envy'ft-  all  3  but  no  man  envies  thee.' 

R.  Wynne* 

Fforii  my  own  Apartment,  September  ao. 

IT  is  the  bufinefs  of  Reafon  and  Philofophy 
to  footh  and  allay  the  paffions  of  the  mind, 
or  turn  them  to  a  vigorous  profecution  ofwhat 
is  diftated  by  the  underftanding.  In  order  to 
this  good  end,  I  would  keep  a  watchful  eye 
upon  the  growing  inclinations  of  youth,  and 
be  particularly  careful  to  prevent  their  indulg- 
ing th^mfelves  in  fuch  fentiments  as  may  im- 
bitter  their  more  advanced  age.  I  have  now 
under  cure  a  young  gentleman,  who  lately 
communicated  to  me,  that  he  was  of  all  men 
living  the  mofl*  miferably  ejivious.  I  defired 
the  circumftances  of  his  diftemper;  upon 
which,  with  a  figh  that  would  have  moved  the 

S  2  moft 
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moft  inhuman  breaft,  *'  Mr.  Bickerstaff/'' 
faid  he,  *'  I  am  nephew  to  a  gentleman  of  a- 
*'  very  great  eftate,  to  whofe  favour  I  have 
"  a  coufin  that  has  equal  pretenlions  with: 
**'  myfelf.  This  kinfmaii  of  mine  is  a  young" 
**  man  of  the  higheft  merit  imaginable,  and 
**  has  a  mind  fo  tender,  and^  fo  generous,^ 
*^  that  I  can  obferve  he  returns-  my  ENvy 
**  with  Pify.  He  makes  me,  upon  all  oc- 
*^  cafions,  the  moft  obliging  condefGenfions: 
**  and  I  cannot  but  take  notice  of  the  conceria'^ 
^^  he  is  in,  to  fee  my  life  blafted  with  this  rack- 
**  ingpaffion,  though  it  is  againft  himfelf.  In* 
*•*  the  prefcnce  of  my  uncle,  when  I  am  in  the 
room,  he  never  fpeaks  fo  well  as  he  is  cap-* 
able  of;  but  always  lowers  his  talents  and 
aecompliftiments  out  of  regard  to  me.  What 
**  I  beg  of  you,  dear  Sir,  is  to  inftrufl  me  how 
«*  to  love  him,  as  I  know  he  does  me:  and  i 
*^  befeech  }rou,  if  poffible,  to  fet  my  heart 
"  right ;-  that  it  may  no  longer  be  tormented^ 
'*  where  it  (hould  be  pleafed,  or  hate  a  man 
"  whom;  I  cannot  but  approve." 

The  patient  gave  me  this  account  with  fuch^ 
candor  and  opennefs,  that  I  conceived  immedi- 
ate hopes  of  his  cure  ;  becauie,  in  difeafes  of  the 
mind,  the  perfon  affected  is  half  recovered  when- 
he  is  fenfible  of  his  diftemper.  '*  Sir,"  faid  I 
*'  the  acknowledgment  of  your  kinfman's  me- 
*'  rit  is  a  very  hopeful  fymptom ;  for  it  is  the 
**  nature  of  perfons  afflifled  with  this  evil,  when 
"  they  are  incurable,  to  pretend  a  contempt  of 

•*  the- 
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*«  the  pcrfon  envieJy  if  they  are  taxed  with  that 
*'  weaknefs.     A  man  who  is  really  ^;2i;/o//i  will 
-**  not  allow  he  is  fo ;  but,  upon  fuch  an  accu- 
**  fation,  is  tormented  with  the  refle6lion,  thit 
*'  to  e?2vy  a.  man  is  to  allow  him  your  fuperior- 
*«  But  in  your  cafe,  when  you  examine  tlie  hot- 
"  torn  of  your  heart,  I  am  apt  to  think  it  is  ^- 
•^^  varice  which  you  msftake  for  en%^y.  Were  it 
*'  not  that  you  have  both  expedations  from  the 
*'  fame  man,  you  would  look  upon  your  coufin's 
**  accomplifhments  with  pleafure.     You,  that 
*'  now  confider  him  as  an  obftacle  to  your  inte- 
*'  reft,  would  then  behold  him  as  an  ornament 
*'  to  your  family."  I  obferved  my  patient  upon 
this  occafion  recover  himfelf  in  fome  meafure; 
and  he  owned  to  me,  that  '*  he  hoped  it  was  as 
*'  I  imagined ;  for  that  in  all  places,  but  where 
*'  he  v/as  his  rival,  he  had  pleafure  in  his  com-' 
^'  pany."    This  was  the  firft  difcourfe  we  had 
upon  this  malady  ;  but  I  do  not  doubt  but,  af- 
ter two  or  three  more,  I  fhall,  by  juft  degrees, 
;roften  his  envy  into  Emulation, 

Such  an  envy,  as  I  have  here  defciibed,  may 
poffibly  enter  into  an  ingenuous  mind  ;  but  the 
Envy  which  makes  a  man  uneafy  to  himfelf  and 
others,  is  a  certain  diftoi  tion  and  pei  verfenefs 
of  temper,  that  renders  him  unwilling  to  be 
pleafed  with  any  thing  without  him,  that  has 
either  beauty  or  perfection  in  it.  1  look  upon 
it  as  a  diftemper  in  the  mind,  which  J  know 
no  morahft  that  has  defcnbed  in  thit>  light. 
When  a  man  cannot  difcern  any  thing,  which 
3  3  another 
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another  is  mafter  of  that  is  agreeable.  For. 
which  reafon  I  look  upon  the  good-natur4 
ihan  to  be  endowed  with  a  certain  difcerning 
faculty,  which  the  envious  are  altogether  de- 
prived of  Shallow  wits,  fuperficial  critics,  and 
c  Miceited  fops,  are  with  me  fo  many  blind  men 
in  refpe(fl  of  excellencies.  They  can  behold 
nothing  but  faults  and  blemifhes,  and  indeed 
fee  nothing  that  is  worth  feeing  Shew  them 
a  poem,  it  is  fluff;  a  picture,  it  is  daubing. 
They  find  nothing  in  architecture  that  is  not 
irregular,  or  in  mufic  that  is  not  out  of  tune. 
Thefe  men  fhould  confider,  that  it  is  their  E?ivy 
which  deforms  every  thing,  and  that  the  ug- 
linefs  is  not  in  the  obje(5l,  but  in  the  eye.  And 
as  for  nobler  minds,  whofe  merits  are  either 
not  difcovered,  or  are  mifreprefented  by  the 
envious  part  of  mankind,  they  lliould  rather 
confider  their  defaniers  with  pity  than  indig- 
nation. A  man  cannot  have  an  idea  of  per- 
fecf^ion  in  another,  which  he  was  never  fenfible 
of  in  himfelf.  Mr.  Loc5:e  tells  us,  **  That 
"  upon  afking  a  blind  man,  what  he  thought 
"  fcarlet  was  ?  he  anfwered.  That  he  be^iieved 
*'  it  was  like  the  found  of  a  trumpet."  He 
was  forced  to  form  his  conceptions  of  ideas 
which  he  had  not,  by  thofe  which  he  had.  In 
the  fame  manner,  afk  an  envious  man  what  he 
thinks  of  virtue?  he  will  call  it  defign  ;  what 
of  good  nature  ?  and  he  will  term  it  dulnefs. 
The  difference  is,  that  as  the  perfbn  before- 
mentioned  was  born  blind,  your  envious  mm 

havq 
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iiave  contr^ifted  the  diftemper  the^nfclves,  and 
are  troubled  .with  a  fort  of  an  acquired  bhiid- 
nefs.  Thus  the  devU  in  Milton,  though 
made  an  angel  of  light,  could  fee  nothing  to 
plekfe  hi  no  even  in  Paradife,  and  hated  our  firll: 
parents,  though  in  their  Itate  of  innocence. 


N®  228.    Saturday,  September  23,  ;7io< 
STEELE. 

Veniet  manuSy  auxilio  qua 


Sit  mibl 


HoR.  I  Sat.  iv.  141 


A  powerful  aid  from  other  hands  will  come. 

R.  Wynne, 

From  my  own  Apartment,  September  22. 

Man  of  bufinefs,  vvho  makes  a  public 
^  .^^  entertainment,  may  fometimes  leave  his 
guefts,  and  beg  them/  to  divert  themfelves  as 
wed  as- they  can  until  his  return.  I  fliall  here 
make  ufe  of  the  fame  privilege,  being  engaged 
in  matters  of  fome  importance  rehituig  to  the 
family  of  the  Bickkrstaffs,  and  mutt  defire 
my  readers  to  entertain  one  another  until  I  ^an 
have  leifure  to  attend  them.  1  have  therefore 
furnifl'icd  out  this  Paper,  as  1  have  done  fome 
^ew  othersj  with  letters  of  my  ingenious  corre^ 

iUon.„e.us. 
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fpondents,  which,  I  have  reafon  to  believe^  will 
pleafe  the  public  as  much  as  my  own  more  ela- 
borate Lucubrations. 


*^SiR,  .  '  Lincoln,  Sept.  9. 

"  I  have  long  been  of  the  number  of  your 
admirers,  and  take  this  opportunity  of  telling 
you  fo."  I  know  not  why  a  man  fo  famed 
for  aftrological  obfervations  may  not  be  alfq 
a  good  cafuift ;  upon  which  prefumption  it 
is  I  alk  your  advice  in  an  affair,  that  at  pre- 
fent  puzzles  quite  that  flender  ftock  of  divi- 
nity I  am  matter  of.  I  have  now  been  fome 
time  in  holy  orders,  and  Fellow  of  a  certain 
College  in  one  of  the  Univerfities;  but,weary 
of  that  unadive  life,  I  refolve  to  be  doing 
good  in  my  generation,  Axworthy  gentle- 
man has  lately  offered  me  a  fat  reftory  j  but 
means  I  perceive,  his  kinfwoman  fhould 
have  the  benefit  of  the  clergy.  I  am  a  no- 
vice in  the  world,  and  confefs  it  flartles  me, 
how  the  body  of  Mrs,  Abigail  can  be  an- 
nexed to  the  cure  of  iouls.  Sir,  would  you 
give  us,  in  one  of  your  Tatlers,  the  ori- 
ginal and  progrefs  of  Smcck-Jimonyy  and 
fhew  us,  that  where  the  laws  are  filent, 
mens  confciences  ought  to  he  fo  too,  you 
could  not  more  oblige  our  fraternity  of 
young  divines,  and  among  the  reft, 

*^  Your  humble  fervant, 

[[  HiGH'CHURCK.*' 

Urn 
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I  am  very  proud  of  having  a  gentleman  of 
this  name  for  my  admnxr,  and  may,  fome  time 
or  other,  write  fuch  a  treatife  as  he  mentions. 
In  the  mean  time,  I  do  not  fee  v^^hy  our  clergy, 
who  are  frequently  men  of  good  families,  (hould 
be  reproached,  if  any  of  them  chance  to  efpoufe 
a  hand-maid  with  a  re6tory  /;2  commendam,  fince 
the  heft  of  our  peers  have  often  joined  them- 
felves  to  the  daughters  of  very  ordinary  tradef- 
men,  upon  the  fame  valuable  confiderations. 

*'  Honoured  Sir,      Globe  in  Moorfields,  Sept.  i6. 

"  I  have  now  finifhed  my  almanac  for  the 
«'  next  year,  in  all  the  parts  of  it,  except  that 
*'  which  concerns  the  weather;  and  you 
««  having  fhewn  yourfelf,  by  fome  of  your  late 
*'  works,  more  weather- wife  than  any  of  our 
*^  modern  aftrologers,  I  moft  humbly  prefume 
'«  to  trouble  you  upon  this  head.  You  know 
«'  very  well,  that  in  our  ordinary  almanacs  the 
^*  wind  and  rain,  fnow  and  hail,  clouds  and 
'*  funfhine,  have  their  proper  feafons,  and 
**  come  up  as  regularly  in  their  feveral  months 
•*  as  the  fruits  and  plants  of  the  earth.  As 
*'  fqr  my  own  part,  I  freely  own  to  you,  that 
^*  I  generally  fteal  my  weather  out  of  fome 
■"  antiquated  almanac,  that  foretold  it  feveral 
*f  years  ago.  Now,  Sir,  what  I  humbly  beg 
^^  of  70U  is,  that  you  would  lend  me  your 
^'  State  weath$;r.glasSj  *  in  order  to  fill  up 

this 

f  "Vyifdom  and  aftrology  feem  to  have  been  at  variance 

thfoughoqt 
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"  this  vacant  column  in  my  works.  This, 
"  I  know,  would  fell  my  almanac  beyond  any 

"  other, 

throughout,  but  the  tribe  of  philGmaths  di(1  not  2.£t  with 
even  their  ufual  cunning,  when  they  meddled  with  Wea- 
ther-Glafles,  and  bega^n  to  publifh  what  they  called  Baro- 
meter-Papers, i.  e.  quarterly  and  monthly  predidion^pf 
the  Weather  on  the  authority  they  faid  of  Barometers  and 
Thermometers.  They  loft  more  than  they  gained  by  thi^ 
flep ;  and  the  inftruments,  vvhich  they  thought  to  render 
fubfervient  to  their  knavery,  probably  became,  in  the  tnd^ 
moft  deftructive  to  their  trade.  Their  own  advertifements 
appear  to  countenance  this  opinioji.  Be  this  as  it  may, 
the  whole  aftrological  art,  in  which  the  gentry,  nobility, 
and  fcholars  of  this  kingdom,  were  dabblers  about  four- 
fcore  years  ago,  is  now  fo  altogether  unknown,  that  even 
the  learned,  at  this  day,  are  fometimes  as  much  impofed 
upon  by  the  wares  in  which  thefe  impofters  dealt,  as  the 
ignorant  were  in  the  beginning  of  the  century.  Sigils  are 
now  collected  into  cabinets  of  curiofities,  and  depofitecl 
with  veneration  among  the  myfterious  things  of  antiquity. 
In  the  catalogue  of  Mr.  Duane*s  Aiufeum^  the  following 
articles  in  the  fecoqd  day's  fale  engaged  attention.  Lot  40. 
*'  An  oblong  fquare  brafs  plate,  with  a  handle  engravfd 
*'  with  unknown  charaSiers^  and  feveral  figures,  from  tht; 
*'  late  Dr.  Mead's  colledion.  Lot  41.  IJitto.  Lot  42. 
*'  Ditto,  iron,  the  letters  and  figures  irilaid  withhold  and 
"  filver."  They  were  calculations  of  nativities,  with 
aflrological  marks  and  gibberiih,  fuch  "'as  the  aflrologers 
manufadured  on  bits  of  metal,  wood,  ivory,  pafleboard, 
and  paper,  for  every  whimfical  intention  imaginable,  and 
vended  at  different  prices,  out  of  all  proportiofi  to  the 
value  of  the  materials,  or  workmanfhip. 

Thefe  artlefs  and  ufelefs  things  fold  at  the  followinjj 
prices:  Lot  40,  3I.  4s.  6d  ;  Lot  41,  3I.  2s. ;  Lot  42, 
2I.  3s.  ;  but  being  nothing  the  worfe  for  the  wear,  and 
probably  much  under  their  original  prices,  and  prime  coil:, 
they  may  be  faid  to  have  been  pennyworths.  This  note 
may  be  of  ufe  to  ths  next  editor  of  Menkenius  ^De 

.  '  Charletenarii^ 
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^^  other,  and  make  me  a  richer  man  than 
«'  Poor-Robin  *.  If  you  will  not  grant  me 
*'  this  favour,  I  mull  have  recpurfe  to  my  old 
'*  method,  and  will  copy  after  an  almanac 
"  which  i  have  by  me,  and  which  1  think  was 
*'  for  the  year  when  the  great  ftorm  was.  I 
'*  am,  Sir, 

V'  The  moft  humble  of  your  admirers, 

''  T.  Philomath." 

This  gentleman  does  not  confider,  what  a 
ftrange  appearance  his  almanac  would  make  to 
the  ignorant,  ihould  he  tranfpofe  his  weather, 
as  he  muft  do,  did  he  follow  the  didates  of  my 
glafs.  What  would  the  world  fay  to  fee  fum- 
mers  filled  with  clouds  and  ftorms,  and  winters 
with  calms  and  funfhine;  according  to  tlie 
variations  of  the  weather,  as  they  might  acci« 
dentally  appear  in  a  State-BAYkOMv^TER  ?  But 
let  that  be  as  it  will,  I  fhall  apply  my  own  in- 
vention to  my  own  ufe ;  and  if  I  do  not  make 
my  fortune  by  it,  it  will  be  my  own  fault. 

The  next  letter  comes  to  me  from  another 
felf'interefted  folicitor. 

''  xMr. 

Charletani^ria  Erudttorumy  cum  Nctis  varlorurriy^*  which  is 
ftill  a  fcarce  book,  although  the  ^^hh  edition  of  it  was 
piinred  at  Amfterdam  in  1747. 

*  This  almanac  was  firli  publifhed  in  1663,  and  ftiU 
furvives.  The  title  of  it  was  alTumed  in  ndtcule  of  Dr. 
Robert  Pory,  a  rich  pluralift  of  the  laft  century. 

Poor  Robin's  Almanac,  gave  the  iirll  hint  of  a  Penn- 

,  |y  1  y an i an  Almanac,  publiihed  under  a  cpurfe  of  25  years  a^ 

-  Pliila^eiphia, 
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"    Mr,  BiCKERSTAFF, 

I  am  going  to  fet  up  for  a  scrivener  *, 
^*  and  have  thought  of  a  proje<5l  which  may 
«*  turn  both  to  your  account  and  mJne.  It 
^'  came  into  my  head,  upon  reading  that 
^'  learned  and  ufeful  paper  of  yours  concern- 
*^  mg  Advertifeme?2tS'^.  You  muit  underftand, 
**  I  have  made  myfelf  mafter  in  the  whole  ^r^ 
"  of  ADVERTISING,  both  as  to  the  ftyle  and 
*'  the   letter,     JSIovv   if  you  and   I  could   fo 

Philadelphia,  by  Dr.  Franklin,  under  the  name  of 
*'  Poor  Richard  Saunders.**  The  Do6lor  took  frequent 
occafion  to  introduce  into  it,  fhort  pithy  fentences  and 
memorable  fayings  in  recoujmendation  of  induftry,  fru- 
gality, and  beneficence.  Thefe  prudential  maxims,  in 
the  form  of  proverbs,  which  Lord  Verulam  calls  "•  the 
philofophy  of  the  vulgar,"  were  afterwards  publifhed  in  a 
loofe  fheet,  under  the  title  of  ^*  The  Way  to  Wealth." 

*  The  word  fcrwen^r  anciently  fignified  a  mere  copyift. 
The  regular  clergy  wrote  deeds  and  charters,  tranfcribed 
fervice-books,  and  copied  MSS.  When  the  religious 
houfes  were  aboliflied,  the  bufinefs  of  zfcrivener  became  a 
lay  profeilion.  A  company  oi  fcrivenfrs  was  incorporated 
14  Jac.  and  about  that  time  wrote  wills,  leafes,  and  fuch 
Other  affurances  as  required  no  great  {kill  in  law.  The 
X)ccupation  was  even  then  both  reputable  and  lucrative. 
John  Milton,  the  father  of  the  celebrated  poet,  followed 
the  bufinefs  of  Tifcrivener  in  a  fhop  in  Bread-ftreet,  at  the 
fign  of  the  "  Spread  Eagle,"  and  was  in  circumftances 
that  enabled  him  to  give  his  children  good  education,  and 
afforded  him  leifure  to  cultivate  the  ftudy  of  mufic,  in 
which  he  was  fo  eminently  fkilled,  as  to  be  ranked  among 
the  firfl  mafters  and  compofers  of  his  time.  The  bufinefs 
and  emoluments  o^  fcriveners  v^ere  much  increafed  by  the 
•fire  of  London  in  1666,  and  did  not  ceafe  to  be  a  lucrative 
and  a  common  bufinefs  till  very  lately.  Deputy  Kllis, 
liow  living  at  an  age  confiderably  more  than  90,  and  well 
known  as  a  Poet  of  fome  Humour,  is  the  lail  of  the  pro-» 

l\  manage 
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*^'  manage  it,  that  nobody  fliauld  write  ^^^u^r- 
**  tifements  befides  myfelf,  or  print  them  any 
*'  where  but  in  your  Paper,  we  might  both 
**  of  us  get  eftates  in  a  little  time.  For  this 
"  end  I  would  likewife  propofe,  that  you 
^^  fhould  enlarge  the  defign  of  Advertifements^ 
*'  and  have  fent  you  two  or  three  famples  of 
*^  my  work  in  this  kind,  which  I  have  made 
*'  for  particular  friends,  anrd  intend  to  open 
*^*  fhop  with.  The  firfl:  is  for  a  gentleman, 
**  who  would  willingly  marry,  if  he  could 
*'  find  a  wife  to  his  liking;  the  fecond  is  for 
"  a  poor  whig*,  v/ho  is  lately  turned  out  of 

"  his 

*  An  alluflon  to  Stesle^s  purpofe  of  reflgning  the  place 
of  Gazetteer^  which  he  held  at  this  time,  and  actually  re- 
figned  in  the  beginning  of  th«  following  month.  It  feems 
requifite  to  take  notice  here  of  fome  of  the  many  paflages 
in  Swift's  writings  relative  to  this  affair,  iit  their  chro- 
liological  order.  The  firft  of  them  difcovers  Swift's 
method  of  faving  the  poftages  of  his  letters  from  Ireland, 
*'  When  the  bifhops  fend  me  arty  pacquets,  th^y  muft  not 
"  write  to  me  at  Mr.  Steele's,  but  direct"  for  Mr.  Steelb 
*'  at  his  oiEce  at  the  Cockpit."  Swift's  "Works,*' 
crown  8vo.  vol.  XXII.  p.  22,  Sept.  29,  1710.  Speakinrg^ 
of  a  letter  of  Mrs.  Johnfon,  he  fays^,  "  I  doubt  it  has  laid 
•"^  at  Steele's  office,  and  he  forgot.  Well,,  there  is  an  end 
*'  of  that:  he  is  turned  out  of  his  place,  and  you  muft  defire 
**  thofe  who  fend  me  pacquets,  to  inelofe  them  in  a  paper  di- 
*-'  rented  to  Mr.  Addifon  at  St.  James's  Coffee-houfe,  not 
common  letters  but  pacquets  ;  the  biihopof  Clogher  may 
mention  it  to  the  archbifhop  when  he  fees  him."  Ibldemy 
41,  Q6t.  14.  17 10.  "  1  was  this  morning  with  Mr* 
Lewis,  two  hours  talking  politicks,  and  contriving  to 
keep  Steele  in  his  office  of  iS//7w/)/ paper;  he  has  loft  his 
place  of  Gaaietteer,  ^00  1.  a  year,  for  wfiting  a  Tatkv 

,      •*  [el  fe where 
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"  his  poft;  and  the  third  for  a  perfon  of  a 
*'  contrary  party,  who  is  vailing  to  get 
*'  into  one/* 

^'  Whereas 

*'   [elfewhere  Tatlers}  agaifift  Mr.  Harley,  who  gave  it  him 
*'  at  firft,  and  raifed  the  falary  from  60 1.  to  300  1.     This 
*'  v5ras  devilifli  ungrateful,  and   Lewis  was  telling   me  the 
*'  particulars  :  but  I  had   a  hint  given  me,  that  I  might 
*'  fave  in  him  the  othe?  employment,  and  leave  was  giveri 
*'  me  to  clear  matters  with  Steele,  &c."     Ibidgjn^  P   5U 
06t.  22,   1710.      *'  Lewis  told   me   a  pure  thing.      I   hdd 
*'  been   hankering  with   Mr.  Harley   to  fave  Steele   his 
*'  other  employment,  and  have  a  little  mercy  on  him,  and 
*'  I  had  been  laying  the  fame  thing  to  Lewis,  who  is  Mrj 
*^  Harley's  chief  favourite.     Lewis  tefls  Mr.   Harky  how 
•'  kind  I  fhould  take  it  if  he  would  be  reconciled  to  Steele^ 
*'  &c.     Mr.  Harley,  on  my  account,  falls  in  with  it,  and 
*'  appoints  Steele  a  time  to  let  him  attend  him,  which 
"   Steele  accepts  with  great  fubmiffion,  but  never  comes^ 
*'  nor  fends  anyexcufe.     Whether  it  was  blundering  ful- 
*'  lennefs,  infolence,  or  rancour  of  party,  I  cannot   tell, 
*'  but  I  {hall  trouble  myfelf  no   more  about  him.     I  be- 
*'  Heve  Addison  hindered   him,*'  he.      Ibidem,  p.    104, 
Dec.  15,    17 10.     He  fays  elfewhere,  that  it  was    qot   re- 
quired on  this  occafion  that  Steele  fiiould  facriiice  either 
*'  friend  or  principle."     Three  years  after  this,   in  1713, 
Nov»  2,  Swift  gives  an  account  of  this  affair  in  a  tracf, 
intituled,    "   The    Importance    of  the   Guardian,"     in    a 
manner  very  unfriendly  to  Steele,  who  had  kindly  and 
conftantly  ufed  his  utmoft  intereft  with  men   in  power  at 
that  time,   in  behalf  of  Swift  when  in  Ireland.     Swift's^ 
*'  Works,*' w//v/)»Y7,  vol.XVIL  p.  105. 

*'  Some  time  after  Sacheverell's  trial  (fays  Swift)', 
*'  when  things  began  to  change  their  afpefl:,  Mr.  Steele,, 
*'  whether  by  the  comm.and  of  his  fuperiors,  his  own  in- 
'*'  conftancy,  or  the  abfence  of  his  afliftants,  would  needs 
''  corrupt  his  Paper  [meaning  the  Tatler]  with  po- 
*'  litics  ;  publifhed  one  or  two  moft  virulent  libels,  and 
*'  chofe  for  his  fubjedl  even  that  individual  Mr.  Harley^ 

"  who* 
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"  Whereas  A,  B.  next  door  to  the  Peftle  and 
Mortar,  being  about  30  years  old,  of  a  fpare 

**  make. 


'  who  had  made  him  Gazetteer,  &c.  Mr.  Steele^-  tO' 
*  avoid  being  difcarcled,  thought  fit  to  refrgn  his  place  of 
'  Gazetteer,  &c.  When  Mr.  Mayrnvaring  recommended 
'  Steele  to  that  employment,  Mr.  Harley,  out  of  an  in- 
clination to  encc^urage  men  of  parts,  raifed  that  office 
from  50 1.  to  300  1.  a  year.  Mr..  Steele,  according  to 
form,  came  to  give  his  new  patron  thanks;  but  the  fe- 
cretary^  hz.  faid  to  him  in  a  moft  obliging  manner, 
'  Pray,  Sir,  do  not  thank  me,  but  thank  Mr.  MAYfT"- 
WARiNG.'  Swift  goes  on  to  fay,  that  Steele  after- 
wards complained  to  a  gentleman  in  office  of  the  hard- 
'fhip  put  upon  him  in  being  forced  to  quit  his  poft  of 
Gazetteer;  "  that  he  knew  Mr.  Harley  was  the  caufej 
that  he  never  had  done  Mi".  Harley  any  injury,  nor  re- 
ceived any  obligation  from  him.  The  gentleman,  amaz- 
ed at  this  difcourfe,  put  him  in  mind  of  thofe  libels  pub- 
lifhed  in  his  Tatlers.  Mr.  Steele  faid,  he  was  only 
the  puhlifier^  for  they  had  been  fent  him  by  other  harnis. 
The  gentleman  thinking  this  a  very  monftfous  kind  of 
excufe,  and  not  allowing  it  ;  Mr  Steele  then  faid, 
IP'ell^  J  have  libelled  him,  and  he  has  t  rned  me  cuty  and  fo 
we  are  equal.'*  But  neither  would  this  be  granted  ;  and 
he  was  afked,  "Whether  the  place  of  GazetteeV  were  not 
an  obligation  ?  No,  faid  he,  not  to  Mr,  Harley,  for 
when  I  went  to  thank  him^  he  forbade  me,  and  faid,  I  mujl 
on'y  thank  Mr  Mayn WARING.'^  SvJPPLEMENT  to 
Swift's  **  Works,'*  vol.  II.  p.  6  and  7,  crown  8vo. 

1  he  one  or  two  mo/i  virulejit  libels  abovementioned  were, 
probably,  Tat.  N**  190,  N°  191,  and  N**  193.  It  is 
certain,  that  from  the  notes  en  thefe  numbers,  and 
Steele's  own  declaration,  that  he  was  not  the  author,  but 
only  the  editor,  of  what  gave  offence  in  them.  Swift 
calls  this  a  very  monjlrous  kind  of  excufe ;  but  we  may  well 
fuppofe  that  thefe  numbers  were  publiflied  with  the  full 
approbation,  and,  it  may  be,  at  the  exprefs  defire  of  Mr, 
Mayn WARING,  who  wrote  and   publiihed  at   this   time 

miich 
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**  make^  with  dark-coloured  hair,  bright  eye, 
**  and  a  long  nofe,  has  occafion  for  a  good- 
humoured^ 

mtich  more  Virulent  libels  on  Mr.  Harley,  and  to  whom 
Swift  acknowledges  that  Steele  was  ultimately  indebted 
for  his  preferment  to  the  poft  of  Gazetteer.  Probably 
Steele  publifhed  in  thefe  Papers  fomething  of  which  Mr. 
Maynwaring  was  himfelf  the  author.  At  leaft  it  is  cer- 
tain, that  thefe  publications  of  Steei-e,  fo  offenfive  to 
Mv,  Harleyj  gave  no  offence  to  Mr.  Maynwaring,  nor  to 
Lord  Halifax,  the  earl  of  Sunderland,  or  Mr.  Addifoni 
through  whofe  friendfhip  he  was  appointed  Gazetteer  in 
the  beginning  of  Q,  Anne's  reign.  See  Biograph.  Brit,  art. 
Steele,  p.  3824  text,  and  note  H. 

It  appears  to  be  a  fa<5i:,  that  the  charaderiftical  parts  of 
Downes'j  Letter,  in  Tat.  N'*  193,  and  the  character  of 
PoLYPRAGMON,  in  Tat.  N**  191,  were  applied,  both  in 
print  and  converfation,  by  people  of  both  parties,  to  per- 
sons of  the  firji  rank,  viz.  to  Mr.  "Robert  Harley,  at  this 
time  treafurer,  and  afterwards  Lord  Oxford;  and  to  his 
coufln  Thomas  Harley,  about  the  fame  time  Britifh  minif- 
ter  at  the  court  of  Hanover,  who  died  in  Jan.  1737,  and 
left  his  eftate  to  Edward  Harley,  efq.  fon  to  Robert,  and 
by  a  marriage  with  Lady  Henrietta  Cavendifh  Holies,  the 
rich  heirefs  of  John  Duke  of  Newcaftle,  father  to  Lady 
Harriet  Harley,  the  late  duchefs  dowager  of  Portland. 
But  it  does  not  appear  to  be  a  fait,  that  this  application  of 
thefe  Tatlers  was  made  by  people  of  either  party  without- 
any  regard  to  the  rules  of  rejemblance,  as  is  faid  by  the  Ex- 
aminer in  the  note  on  Tat.  N**  191,  Vol.  V,  p.  168. 
Waving  the  accounts  given  by  Steele  or  his  friends  of 
thefe  two  perfons,  the  very  teftimonies  of  Swift's  fa- 
vourites, who  were  well  acquainted  with  the  HarleySs  fuf- 
ficiently  prove,  that  thefe  applications  were  made,  with 
some  regard  to  the  rules  of  refemilance. 

Prior,  in  a  letter  to  Swift,  dated  long  before  the  death 
of  Thomas  Harley,  fpeaking  of  Edward  and  Thomas 
Harley,  efqrs.  fays,  "  Our  young  Harley  s  vice  is  no  more 
*'  covetoufnefs,  than  plainnefs  offpeech  is  that  of  his  coufm 
"  Tom,**    Swift's  *^  Works,"  utfupra^  vol.  XX.  p.  166. 

Lord 
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"  humoured,  tall,  fair,  young  woman,  of  about 

"  3000I.  fortune:  theie  are  to  give  notice,  that 

Vol.  IV.  T  "  if 


Lord  Bollngbroke,  fpeaklng  of  Robert  Lord  Oxford,  fays, 
^'  that  nature  meant  to  make  a  fpy  of  him,  or,  at  mofi-,  a 
"  captain  of  a  company  of  miners  ;  but  Fortune,  in  one  of 
^'  her  whimfical  moods,  made  him  a  general.'*  Ibidem^  p. 
148.  He  fays,  in  another  letter,  "  he  thought  that  the 
'*  marriage  of  a  certain  lord  with  a  certain  heirefs  was  the 
*'  ultimate  end  of  a  certain  adminiftration."  Uide?n,  p.  180. 
There  is  a  curious  detail  of  this  marriage  preferved  in  the 
Britifii  Mufeum,  in  a  long  French  letter,  dated  London, 
Dec.  26,  17134  from  which  it  is  evident,  that  the  ableft 
general  of  the  Jefuits  could  not  have  difpiayed  more  left- 
handed  wifdom,  than  was  difcovered  by  this  cunning  mi- 
jiifter,  in  the  coyrfe  pf  that  crafty  bufmers.  SeeMSS, 
Birch.  4107. 

This  being  the  cafe,  how  indeed  could  Steele  be  ac- 
countable for  the  applications  which  people  made  of  gene- 
ral chara6ters  in  his  publications,  when  he  declared,  as  he 
did,  that  he  meant  them  to  ftand  for  a  whole  fpeeies,  or,  as 
he  ingenioufly  faid,  for  reprefentatives,  and  knights  of  the 
Jhire,  He  had  undertaken,  not  Ainfitly,  to  ^'  hold  up  the 
"*'  mirror  to  nature,  to  (hew  virtue  her  own  feature,  and 
*'  fcorn  her,  own  image;"  and  ought  he  not  to  have  done 
this,  becaufe  qui  capet  ilk  hahet?  Was  he  not  to  write,  or 
even  publifli,  any  thing  againft  craftinefs,  becaufe,  for- 
footh,  the  treafurer  for  the  time  being  was  crafty,  or 
thought  to  be  fo  ?  but,  fays  SwiFT,  '^  this  was  devil;(h 
^*  ungrateful,"  and  Lewis,  Harley*s  chief  favourite,  ***  was 
^'  telling  me  the  particulars  •/'  which  he  again  told,'  we  may 
fuppofe,  to  the  public,  in  the  *'  Importance  of  the  Guar- 
dian," utfupra. 

\.{  Swift's  writings  be  pretty  free  from  metaphors^  they 
are  fo  full  of  what  he  calls  refinements^  that  it  is  very  dif- 
ficult, unlefs  we  read  them  like  a  witch's  prayers,  to  col- 
led from  them  the  fair  flate  of  any  fad  in  which  he  and 
his  political  friends  were  concerned.  From  this  number, 
about  this  time,  Steele,  an  inartificial  man,  was  excluded, 
principally,  as  it  appears,  for  prefuming  in  contradiction  to 
jJWifT,  to  a(5l  according  to  his  own  judgment,  though 

with 
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^*  if  any  fiich  young  woman  has  a  mind  to  dif- 
"  pofe  of  herfelf  in  marriage  to  fuch  a  perfon  as 

*^the 


with  fuch  diiintereftednefs  and   integrity,   as,  joined  to  a 
profufe  mixture  of  other  precious  fpices,  embalm  his  me- 
mory.    It  is  not  at  all  affe6ted  by  the   preceding  reproach 
of  devilijh  ingratitude   to  Mr.  Harley.     Taking   from    thq 
iftory  what  it  has   to  fpare  of  Swift's  varnifti,  delightfully 
made  up  of  deteftable  ingredients,  there  ftill  appears  fome- 
thing  like  an  obligation  conferred  on  SteeJ-E  by  Mr.  Har- 
ley.    When  fecretary  of  flate,  at  fomebody's  requeft,  with 
an   advanced   falary,  becaufe  he  took  him  to  be  what  he 
really   was,  a  man  of  parts,   he  gave  Steele   the  prcttieft 
employment    in    England    of  its    bignefs.       Whatever  it 
amounted  to  on  the  fide  of  Harley^  it  could  not  on  the  part 
of  Steele,  difiblve   any  prior  or   primary  tie,  or  do  away 
any  obligation  that  he  felt  or  conceived  more  forcible.    Mr. 
Harley  was  a  deep,  or  rather  a  dark  man ;  and   Steele, 
with  all  his  penetration,  might  not  have  feen  in  the  fecre- 
^ry  what  he  difcovered    in   the  treafurer.     He  might  now 
iee  or  fufpe6tthat  he  cpuld  no  longer  have  the  patronage  of 
the  minifter,  without  concurring  in  his  meafures;  and  that 
the  places  which   he  had  as  the  reward  of  his  merit,  could 
only  be  held  as  the  price  of  his  proftitution.     In  this  view 
of  things,  it  is  but  juftice  to  Steele's  chara6ler  to  believe, 
that  he  would  not  have  accepted  of  the  treafurer's  flaff  from 
the  hands  of  the  Queen  herfelf,  with  a  ftipulation  to  carry  on 
the  fame  meafures.  Swift,  with  his  ufual  refinement,  would 
make  us  believe,  that  Steele  might  have  kept  his  places 
without  facrificing  any  friend  or  principle.     But  Steele 
probably  knew  better:  certainly  he  was  not  a  man  to  be 
duped  by  Swift,  or  bridled  by  any  body.     After  thanking 
Swift  for  the  kind  things  which  he  boafted  of  having  faid 
in  his  behalf  to  the  treafurer,  and  reminding  him   that  it 
was  only  a  return  of  fimilar  obligations:  "  if  [fays  Steele], 
*'  if  you  have  fpoken  in  my  behalf  at  any  time,  1  am  glad 
*'  I  have  always  treated  you  with  refped.     They  laugh  at 
*'  you,   if   they  make  you  believe  your   interpofition   has 
'*  kept  me  thus  long  in   my  office."     Swift's  "  Works," 
ui  fupra^voL  XVil.  p.  lOO,  kc.     Steele  feems  to  have 
Uiude  up  his  mind  in  this  matter  with  deliberate  attention, 

with 


1^228.       THE    TATLER.  275 

*'  the  abovementioned,  (he  may  be  provided 
**  with  a  hulband,  a  coach  and  horfes,  and 
*'  proportionable  fettlement/' 

"  C\  D.  de. 


with  fairnefs  of  heart,  and  the  niceft  regard  to  his  own  ho- 
nour and  reputation.  See  his  "  Apology,"  &c.  p.  23. 
fie  was  not  biaiTed  by  any  mercenary  or  Itlfifh  confidera- 
tions ;  he  defpifed  alike  the  terror  of  Swift's  wit,  and  the 
treafurer's  power ^  and.,  what  is  moft  wonderful,  it  does 
not  appear  that  he  ever  once  entertained  a  thought  of  the 
hnputation  of  demiijb  ingratitude^  with  which  Swift  fo  often 
reproaches  him.  The  dread  of  incurring  the  guilt  of  ingra- 
titude to  friends  who  always  ferved  ^nd  loved  him,  whofe 
political  principles  were  the  fame  as  his  own,  on  which  he 
a6led  invariably  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  his  life; 
this  dread,  joined  to  that  of  incurring  the  reproach  of  his 
own  heart,  determined  him  to  facrifice  his  own  immediate 
intereft,  and  to  write  and  to  publifh  whatever  he  thought 
proper  in  defence  of  his  friends  and  their  caufe,  of  his  prin- 
ciples and  his  country,  in  direct  oppofition  to  a  man  and  a 
rniniftry,  who  were,  as  he  certainly  believed,  iniidious  ene- 
mies to  them  all..  "  The  probability  (fays  he)  of  being 
*'  undone,  I  could  pot  byt  form  to  myfelf  when  I  took  upon 
"  me  what  I  did.  In  defence  of  truth  1  incurred  popular 
^*  hatred  and  contempt,  with  the  profpeiSt  of  fuffering  the 
'*  want  even  of  the  ordinary  conveniencies  of  life.  When 
"  I  thought  it  my  duty,  I  thank  God,  I  had  no  further 
*'  confideration  for  myfelf,  than  to  do  it  in  a  lawful  and 
^'  proper  way,  fo  as  to  give  no  difparagement  to  a  glorious 
"  caufe,  from  my  indifcretion  or  want  of  judgement,"  &c. 
&;c.  Steele's  **  Apology,"  &c.  4to,  1714,  p.  3,  14.  ^ 
pajfim. 

In  the  little  tra£t  here  referred  to,  an  unprejudiced  reader 
will  find,  this  writer  thinks,  more  found  do6lrine,  mere 
good  writing,  and  more  of  that  electrical  virtue  which 
pervades  and  meliorates  the  heart,  than  can  readily  be  found 
in  all  Dr.  Swift's  "  Works." 

The  mtcntionof  this  note  was  to  vindicate  the  recSlitude 
of  Steele's  conduct,  and  not  to  juflify  the  wifdom  of  his 
politics.  It  is  with  fome  reluctance  that  the  writer  enters 
at  all  into  the  argument,  for  the  propriety  of  introducing 
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**  G.  D.  defigning  to  quit  his  place,  has  great 
*^  quantities  of  paper,  parchment,  ink,  wax,  and 

"  v/afers, 

politics  into  the  Tatler,  as  he  thinks  it  would  have  been 
gs  well  if  Steele,  both  as  author  and  edito|-,  had  obferyed 
a  perfe(5l  neutrality  with  regard  to  party  difputes. 

Steele  having  laid  it  down  as  a  maxim  to  himfelf,  to 
ileer  clear  of  politics  in  his  I^ucubrations  2.^  Isaac  Bicker- 
STAFF,  his  readers  Teem  to  have  had  forne  reafon  to  fay, 
that  he  had  (lipulated  not  to  touch,  or  at  leaft  not  to  declare 
bimfelf,  on  xrontroverted  fubje<Sl:s  of  this  nature.  Dr, 
Johnfon  compares  the  promifes  of  authors  to  the  vows  of- 
lovers,  or,  by  coupling  them  together,  feems  to  infinuate, 
that  though  they  may  fometimes  be  pretty  ferioufly  made,' 
they  are  feldom  very  pundtually  perforrned.  But,  not- 
withftanding  Steelk's  declared  purpofe,  fancy  readily 
fuggefls  cafes,  in  which  it  would  have  b^^cn  both  venial 
and  meritorious  to  have  bioke  his  e^«  w^x/Vw,  efpecially  at 
his  own  rifk,  his  purchafers  being  lefi,  on  the  innovation, 
at  perfect  liberty  to  buy,  or  not  to  buy  his  Lucubrations. 
In  the  inftances  complained  of,  thi-i  writer  pretends  not  to 
determine  for  others,  whetlier  Steele  was  pardonable  ox 
unpardonable  ;  every  reader  will  ultimately  judge  for  him- 
felf,  and  juft  as  he  is  in  the  humour. 

The  Examiner  favs,  that  Steele  broke  his  own  max- 
\mfor  trifles  in  wbi^h  hii  country  had  no  manner  of  concern. 
Tat.  N°  193,  Vol.  V.  p.  184,  note.  The  difcharge  and 
difgrace  of  an  illuftrious,  all-conquering  general,  who  had 
reduced  France  to  the  point  of  reiinquifbing  her  unjuft  ac- 
quiritions,ancl  giving  fatisfadtory  ferurity  for  the  future  peace 
of  Europe — the  fruftration  of  all  the-  fj-uits  of  the  greateft 
events  that  ever  happened  in  the  courfe  of  any  reign  in  this 
empire — che  irreparable  injuries  done  our  allies  in  conftrain- 
ing  them  to  acquiefce  in  fuch  villainous  folly ; — treafonable 
fteps  to  alter  the  fuccelfion  to  the  throne,  as  eftabliflied  by 
Jaw,  in  the  houfe  of  Hanover; — artful  meafures  and  ne« 
gociations  to  transfer  the  crown  of  thefe  realms,  in  fpite  of 
the  declared  and  parliamentary  fenfe  of  the  nation,  to  ano- 
ther Steuarf^  a  notorious  fool,  and  a  bigoted  papift  ;  with  the 
very  probable  confequence  of  a  French  conqueft: — thefe 
evils,  in  a  great  meafure  happily  frultrated  by  the  ^imely 

death 


I 


fi"  228.        T  H  E    T  A  T  L  E  R.  277 

"  waftrs,  to  difp'ofe  of,  which  will  be  fold  at 
"  very  reafonable  rates." 

"  E.  F. 


'death  of  her  Majefly,  were  fome  of  the  many  trifles  with 
Which  SteeIt.'E  had  no  longer  patience^  and  in  which  his  coun^ 
try  had  no  manner  of  ctncern.  See  Tat.  N°  190.  and 
DowNEs's  Letter^  T  at.  N**  103. 

"  I  thihk,"  fays  Swift,  *'  principles  are  quite  out  of  the 
*'  cafe,  and  that  we  difpute  wholly  about  perfons.  In  thefe 
*'  Jaft  [perfons]  you  and  I  differ,  but  in  the  other  [princi- 
*'  pies]  I  think  we  agree  :  for  I  have  in  print  profefled  my- 
*'  felf  in  politics  to  be  what  we  formerly  called  a  whig." 
Swift's  "  Works,"  fe//i//)r^,  vol.  XVll.  pp.  107.  and  108. 

Steele,  who  had  other  notions  of  principles,  difclaim- 
Jng,  as  he  well  might,  all  mercenary  motives,  and  convinced 
that  it  was  folly  in  a  plain-dealer  to  expedl  that  his  friends  . 
Hvould  reward  him,  or  his  ehemies  forgive  him,  thought'  it 
the  fhorteft  way  to  impartiality  to  put  himfelf  beyond  any 
further  hopes  or  fears^  by  declaring  himfelf  at  a  time 
when  ^'  the  difpute  was  not  [he  fays]  about  perfons^  and 
*'  parties^  but  about  fZ?//:^?  and  caufss."     Tat.  N'^  193. 

It  happened  unfortunately  at  the  time  here  fpokcn  of, 
that  the  managers  of  the  government  were  enemies  to  the 
conftitution  of  this  country.  Retaining  his  appointments, 
but  regardlefs  of  his  duties  as  a  clergyman.  Swift  lived 
here  four  years  fucceflively,  "  to  juftify''  this  miniflry  in 
tti'eafures  which  he  knew,  or  ought  to  have  known  ;  and 
laboured  in  this  honourable  vocation  with  great  induftry, 
and  ingenuity.  Neverfhelefs,  in  1716,  fpeaking  of  his 
principles,  he  renews  the  declaration  to  Steele  above- 
mentioned  in  flill  ftronger  terms,  and  avers  that  he  was  aU 
'tvays  a  whig  in  politics.  Swift's  *' Works,"  7a  fupra^ 
\ol.  XIV.  p.  163. 

Much  more  may  be  faid  for  whig-principles  than  for 
whig-pra6tices.  Many  whigs  have  been  wonderful,  but 
Swift  has  exceeded  them  all.  ''  In  the  year  1726,  this. 
*'  whig,  fui generis^  attended  the  levee  of.  Sir  Robert  Wal- 
*'  pole  ac  Chelfea,  where  he  fat  down  by  the  door,  and 
*'  drew  the  notice  of  the  company  by  that  fingularity. 
*'  Nobody  knew  him  till  Sir  Robert  entered  and  v/tnL  up  to 
♦*  him   very  obligingly.      Swift,   v/ithout   rifmg   up,  or 

T  ^  oiher 
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*'  E.  F.  a  perfon  of  good  behaviour,  fix  feet 
*'  high,  of  a  black  complexion,  and  found  prin- 

**  ciples^ 

"  other  addrefs,  faid,  *  For  God*s  fake,  Sir  Robert,  take 
*'  me  out  of  that  curfed  country,  and  place  me  fomewhere 
^'  elfe  in  England.* 

"  Mr.  Dean  (faid  Sir  Robert),!  fhojild  be  glad  to  oblige 
*'  you,  but  I  fear  removing  you  would  fpoil  your  wit.  Look 
''  at  that  tree,  pointing  to  one  under  the  window,  I  tranf- 
'*  planted  it  from  the  hungry  foil  of  Houghton  to  the 
''  T'hames-fide,  but  it  is  good  for  nothing  here.'* 

The  company  laughed,  and  the  DocStor  hurried  ofF 
without  reply.  This  happened  four  years  before  the 
Dean's  "  Rhapfody"  appeared,  in  which  Sir  Robert  has 
his  {hare  of  the  fatire.  MSS.  Birch.  4223,.  147,  Britifli 
Mufeum. 

■  Perhaps  before  this  time,,  but  certainly  after  it.  Swift 
fpeaks  of  Sir  R.  Walpole  as  aerimonioufly,  both  in  hi» 
poetical  and  in  his  profaic  writings,  as  he  does  of  Lord 
Wharton^  and  as  it  appears  from  what  has  been  mention- 
ed, for  a  fimilar  reafon.  Swift's  "  Works,"  ed.  ut  fupray 
vol.  Vli.  p.  188,  &c.  ,  See  alfo  Tat.  N°  188. 

Swift's  abomination  of  Walpole,  which  probably  grew 
out  of  the  very  ju{l  treatment  abovementioned,  continued 
perhaps  to  the  end  of  his  life  ;  it  was  certainly  ftrong  in  the 
year  1742,  as  appears  from  the  following  flory. 

"  As  foon  as  Dean  Swift  heard  that  Lord  Orford  was 
*' difmifled  from  ^power,  he  awakened  with  one  fiafh  of 
"  light  from  his  dream  of  what  he  once  was,  and  cried,, 
''7  made  a  vow  that  I  would  Jet  up  a  coach  when  that  man  was 
"  turned  out  of  his  places  ;  and  having  the  good  fortune  to  be^ 
"  hold  that  day^  long  de [paired  of  I  will  Jljtw  that  I  was-  Jhi*- 
*'  cere:  fend  for  a  coach-maker.  The  operator  comes,  had 
*'  one  aimoft  ready,  it  was  ient  home,  horfes  were  pur- 
*'  chafed,  and  the  Dean  entered  the  triumphant  double 
*'  chariot,  fupportcd  by  two  old  women,  and  his  daily 
*'  flatterer,  to  entertain  him  with  the  only  mufic  he  hath 
"  an  ear  to  hear  at  this  age;  they  made  up  the  partie  quar^ 
"  nv,  and  with  much  ado  enabled  his  decrepid  reverence 
*'  to  endure  the  fatigue  of  travelling  twice  round  our  great 
"  fquare,  by  the  cordial  and  amufement  of  their  fulfome 

•'  com- 
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*"*  ciples,  wants  an  employ.  He  is  an  excellent 
*'  penman  and  accomptant,and  fpeaks  French.'' 

''  commendations,  which  he  calls  facetious  pleafantry. 
*'  But  the  next  parquet  brought  word  [what  lying  varlets 
**  thefe  news- writers  are!]  that  Lord  Orford's  party  re- 
"  vived,  &c.  Swift  funk  back  in  the  corner  of  the 
*'  coach,  his  under  jaw  fell  ;  he  was  carried  up  to  his 
**  chatbber  and  great  chair;  and  obftihately  refufed  to  be 
"  lifted  into  the  treacherous  vehicle  any  more,  till  the 
*••  news-writers  at  leaft  fliail  be  hanged  for  deceiving  him 
*'  to  imagine  that  Lord  Orford  was  bona  fide  out  of  power, 
*'  though  vifjbly  out  of  place.  Now  he  defpairs  of  feeing 
*'  vengeance  taken  on  aiiy^  who,  odd  fellow  !  he  thinks 
**  more  richly  deferVe  it;  and  fince  he  cannot  fend  them 
*'  out  of  the  world  with  difhonour,  he  intends  foon  to  go 
•^^  out  of  it  in  a  pet/*  Letter  figned  Thomas  Derry,  dated 
March  20.  1741-2.  M^^.  Birch.  ^2qi,  Brlujh  Mufeurn. 
— Thomas  Derr^^  was  the  celebrated  Dr.  Rundle,  biihop 
of  Derry, 


N^  229k         Tuefday,  Sept.  26,  1710. 
ADDISON*. 

^iccfttam  meritis  Jume  fitperhiam. 

HoR.  3  Od.  XXX.  ij; 

With  confcious  pride 

AlTume  the  honours  juftly  thine.  Francis. 

From  my  own  Apartment,  September  25. 

AT^HE   whole  creation   preys  upon  itfelf. 

i     livery  living  creature  is  inhabited.    A  flea 

has  a  thoufand  inviiiblc  infects  that  teaze  him  as 

he 

*  This  paper  was  probably  afcribe<!    to  ApDisoN  in  the 
M  delivered   by  St££L£   to  Mr.  T.  Tickeii,  as  iris  re- 

|)rintcd. 
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he  jumps  from  place  to  place,  and  revenges  our 
quarrels  upon  him.     A  very  ordinary  micro- 

fcope 

printed,  Addison's  "  Works,"  4to.  vol.  II.  p.  323.     It 
is  likcwife  marked  as  a  Papt  r  of  Addison  in  the  MS.  notes 

of  C.  Byron,  efq.  communicated  by  J — n  H Y.  M. 

See  Tat.  N^  74,  twte. 

It  has  been  fhewn,  in  notes  on  Tat.  N'*2I0,  and  N* 
219,  that  ihe  Examiner  was  an  engine  of  ftate,  ad  captan- 
dvm  vulgui  in  the  four  laft  years  of  Q.  Anne*s  reign.  It 
was  employed  occafionally,  moft  commonly,  once,  but 
fometimes  twice  a  week,  to  difplay  the  wifdom  and  cele- 
brate the  integrity  of  her  miniftersj  to  eontraft  their  (kill 
and  virtues  with  the  ignorance  and  vices  of  their  prede- 
cefibrs  ;  to  whitewafli  or  blacken  chara£lers;  to  ftate  ormis- 
ftate  fa6ls,  &c.  juft  as  the  nature  and  exigencies  of  their 
adminiftration  required.  As  it  was  directed  ta  a  variety  of 
purpofes,  it  was  played  ofFby  a  variety  of  hands,  who  from 
the  higheft  to  the  loweft  did  as  they  were  bidden,  and  all 
wrought  like  Scrub's  under  f pur  leathers^  and  hang  dog  injlru^ 
menis  of  mi f chiefs  rather  j  or  titer  in  re  than  funviter  in  modom- 
As  Swift  fomewhere  fays  on  a  fimilar  occafion,  for  the 
value  of  fixperrce  any  woman  from  Billingfgate,  might 
often  have  done  the  bufmefs  better  than  the  beft  of  them. 
This  miniftry,  on  their  acceflion,  found  Steele  in  the 
loweft  office,  as  he  fays,  of  adminiftration ;  but  being, 
quickly  convinced,  to  their  (hame,  of  the  fteadinefs  oF  his 
friendfhips,  and  the  inflexibility  of  his  principles,  they  na* 
turally  w  fhed  to  have  a  Gazetteer  mere  to  their  mind. 
T  hey  were  not,  however,  fo  much  intoxicated'  with  the 
plenitude  of  their  power,  as  not  to  perceive^  that  it  was 
more  eafy  to  fill,  than  wife  to  vacate  the  place^  Steele, 
under  a  chara(5ler  happily  fancied  by  bis  wit,  and  not  ill- 
fupported  by  his  wifdom,  had  rarfcd  himfelf  to  a  high  de- 
gree of  literary  fame,  and  general  favour.  I^hey  judged 
it,  therefore,  the  moft  prudent  way  to  difgrace,  before  they 
ventured  to  difplace  him.  For  thi  ,  and  other  purpofes. 
equally  wife  and  virtuous,  borrowing  the  hint  from  bis- 
own  ingenuity,  they  fet  up  the  Examiner  in  oppofition  to 
the  Tatler  ;  the  venal  pens  they  employed  were  ordered 
to  play  artfully,  the  real  character  of  i>T££LE  againft  the 

iidtitioiaf 
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fcope  fliews  us,  that  a  loufe  is  itfelf  a  very  loufy 
creature.      A  whale,   befides  thofe  feas  and 

oceans 

iicS^itidus  perfonage  of  Bickerstaff,  and  the  fcheme  was 
to  have  written  him  into  the  difreputation,  in  the  fame 
manner  in  which  he  had  written  himfelf  into  the  eflcem  of 
his  countrymen.  Harley  was  a  good  fcholar,  and  Bo- 
lingbroke  was  a  fine  writer  j  but  they,  and  their  legipn  of 
mercenaries,  had  laboured  in  vain,  if  the  treafurer  had 
forbore  to  interpofe  his  power,  and  the  fecretary  to  ifTue 
his  warrant  Steele  would,  in  all  probability,  have  con- 
tinued Gazetteer  to  the  laft  drop  of  their  ink.  Some  ac- 
count has  already  been  given  of  the  fifth  and  fixth  numbers 
of  the  Examiner;  the  eleventh  number;  of  the  fame  year, 
dated  Od.  12,  was  levelled  at  the  feme  mark,  being  made 
up  of  illiberal  reflections  and  farcaftic  remarks  on  pafTages 
cf  the  Tatler,  principally  in  this  Paper,  on  a  falfe  fup- 
pofition  of  its  being  written  by  Steele,  who  on  this  occa- 
fion,  as  on  many  others,  was  patiently  abufed  for  the  pro- 
du<Slion  of  Addison. 

The  eleventh  number  of  the  Examiner  is  afcribed,  with 
great  probability,  to  Dr.  William  King,  who  was,  perhaps, 
the  author  of  the  fifth.  See  "  Supplement  to  Swift's 
Works,"  vol.  I.  p.  105,  note^  crown  8vo,  1779;  an<l  Dr. 
King's  "  Works,"  vol.  I.  p.  21,  crown  8vo,  3  vol.  1776. 
The  advertifement  of  a  variety  of  Dr  King's  publications 
at  the  end  of  the  original  edition  of  this  number  of  the 
Examiner^  in  folio,  adds  to  this  veri-fimilitude,  an<l  feems  to 
indicate  that  the  trial  of  Fielding,  mentioned  in  a  note  on 
Tat.  N*"  ^0^  p.  155,  or  at  leaft,  that  a  pamphlet  with  this 
title,  price  i;.  in  which  there  appears  to  be  a  mifnomer, 
ought  to  have  been  added  to  the  lift  of  Dr.  King's  pub- 
lications. 

It  is  unneceflary  here  to  give  any  account  of  Dr.  W. 
King,  as  a  curious  life  of  him  is  prefixed  to  the  edition  of 
his  works  abovementioned,  which  throws  great  light  on  his 
writings,  and  does  great  credit  to  his  biographer.  Probab- 
ly the  Doctor's  employers  required  at  his  hands  that  he 
fhould  roundly  abufe  Steele:  he  evidently  begun,  conti- 
nued, and  ended  his  paper,  agreeably  to  the  fpirit  of  fuch 
inftrudions  i  and  it  may  be  pre  fumed  that  he  was  amply 

recompenfed 
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oceans  in  the  feveral  veflels  of  his  body,  which 
are  filled  with  innumerable  ftioals  of  little  ani- 
mals, 

recompenfed  for  his  trouble,  or  elfe  he  could  never  have  To 
woefully  departed  from  the  good  breeding  of  a  gentle- 
man, and  the  liberality  of  a  fcholar,  as  he  has  in  that  pa- 
per. In  juftice,  however,  to  Dr.  King,  it  ought  to  be 
mentioned,  that  he  was  lefs  mercenary  than  many  of  his 
fellow- labourers  in  this  employment:  he  had  his  heart 
honeftly  on  his  fide  ;  he  wrote  agreeably  to  the  bent  of  his 
genius;  and  fo  far  as  he  went  in  the  bufmefs,  he  went  with 
the  current  of  his  own  principles.  The  number  here 
fpoken  of  is  to  be  fure,  a  fpecimen  of  hacking  and  hewing 
in  fatire,  and  an  examination^  fays  Addison,  "  like  that 
*'  which  is  made  by  the  rack  and  the  wheel ;"  fo  that  the 
paper  would  have  been  more  properly  entitled  the  Execu^ 
iioner  than  the  Examiner,  The  following  general  account 
of  it,  in  which  the  fmarteft  things  are  not  omitted,  may 
hryQ  to  juftify  what  has  been  faidr 

The  dodor  begins  with  a  formal  declaration  againft  va- 
nity, efpecially  in  writers,  and  then  calls  Steele  by  many 
bad  names: — a  vain  officer  ; — a  vain  coxcomb  ; — a  medita- 
ting, lucubrating  fop ; — a  Thrafo,  but  no  poet;— a  little 
writer; — a  weekly  retailer  of  loofe  papers,  &c.— -To  quali- 
fy thefe  polite  compliments,  and  juftify  his  imputation  of 
the  grofleft  vanity  to  Steele,  the  Dodor  appeals  to  the 
appoiite  motto  prefixed  to  this  paper,  by  Addison,  its  au- 
thor. He  appeals,  as  unluckily,  to  Addison's  fettng 
himfelf  out  as  a  '*  noble  creature,  that  is,  as  it  were,  the 
*'  bafis  and  fupport  of  multitudes,'*  meaning,  he  fuppofes, 
John  Nutt,  John  Morp hew,  znd  Charles  Liilie,  Sec.  The 
Dodor  might  have  added  here,  with  peculiar  propriety,  his 
own  name,  and  the  names  of  more  than  one  or  two  of  his 
fellow-Examiners.  He  makes  very  merry  with  the  words 
as  it  werey  and  from  a  fimilar  efFufion  and  exuberance  of 
wit  on  this  innocuous  expreffion,  in  the  fifth  number  of  the 
Examiner,  it  is  prefumed  that  the  Dodor  was  the  writer  of 
that  paper,  in  which  there  fcarce  appears  to  be  any  thing 
beyond  the  compafs  of  his  abilities.  But  the  fixth  number 
of  the  Examir.er,  afcribed  to  him  in  the  life  abovemention- 
cd,  was  certainly  the  mafter-piece,  and  it  feems  the  unique 

of 
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mals,  carries  about  him  a  whole  world  of  inha- 
bitants J  infomuch,    that   if    we    believe   the 

calculations 

of  Mr.  Prior.  From  cavilling  at  what  the  Dr.  calls 
Steele's,  he  {hould  have  faid  Addison's,  corrednefs,  he 
proceeds  to  exercife  his  wit  on  Steele's  copioufnefs,  and 
plays  the  fool  egregioufly  with  Addison's  fimilies  and  me- 
taphorical expreflions  in  this  paper,  in  the  fame  ftyle  of 
fuperlative  abfurdity,  of*  which  Mr.  Prior  had  fet  him  the 
example  in  his  criticifms  on  Dr.  Garth's  verfes.     Exam. 

*'  Such  general  raillery,"  fays  Addison,  "  might  fall 
*'  on  Waller,  indeed  on  any  author  in  poetry  or  prole,  who 
•'  has  diverfity  of  thoughts  and  alJufions;  and  though  it 
''  may  appear  a  pleafant  ridicule  to  an  ignorant  reader,  is 
•'  wholly  groundlefs  and  unjuft." 

The  Do6lor  makes  fundry  animadverfions  on  paflacres 
in  fome  following  papers  of  the  Tatler,  which  wilibe 
mentioned  in  their  refpedive  places  j  he  then  concludes 
with  a  happy  farcaftic  allufion  to  Addison's  fable  at  the 
end  of  this  paper,  and  with  the  fineft  flourifii  of  wit  ima- 
ginable; "  If  you  [meaning  Steele  Jhine  on  at  this  rate, 
"  your  antagonijhy  as  you  call  them,  are  fafe,  yo\x\\  J  cor  ch 
*'  nothing  but  turkies  and  capons." 

But  the  Do6lor  labours  moll  unhappily  to  difplay  his  great 
wit  and  good-nature  in  arch  alluftons  to  Steele's  narrow 
circumftances.  This  fupporter  of  others^  he  fays,  was  fcarce 
able  to  fupport  himfelf;  he  was  unpuntStual  in  his  payments ; 
—he  had  been,  as  Swift  alfo  records,  in  a  fpun^ino-- 
houfe ; — and  there^was  a  ftory  of  his  having  put  the  bail.ffs 
who  arrefted  him  into  liveries.  See  Exam.  N°  i  i,  pajftm^ 
Tat.  N®  9,  tiQte.  '^  Such  criticifms  make  a  man  of  fenfe 
*'  fick,  and  a  fool  merry,'*  &c.     See  Tat.  N*"  139. 

All  this  wit  and  impertinent  information  dropc  from  the 
pen  of  Dr.  W.  King  with  the  worft  grace  imaginable,  for 
he  was  not  himfelf  very  rich  at  this,  or  any  other  time.  He 
now  bafked  in  the  funfliine  of  miniftry,  and  was  Gazetteer 
ileSf.  He  was  foon  after  this  a£iually  preferred  to  Steele's 
office  in  the  adminillration  :  but  by  the  emoluments  cf  this 
place  he  did  not  much  better  his  circumftances;  for  his 
parcy-raan  and  friend,  Dr.  Swift,  teiis  Mrs.  Johnfon, 

aboui: 
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calculations  fome  have  made,  there  are  more 
living  creatures,  which  are  too  fmall  for  the 
naked  eye  to  behold,  about  the  Leviathan,  than 
there  are  of  vifible  creatures  upon  the  face  of 
the  whole  earth.  Thus  every  nobler  creature 
is,  as  it  were,  the  bafis  and  fupport  of  multi- 
tudes that  are  his  inferiors. 

This  confideration  very  (iiuch  comforts  me, 
when  I  think  on  thofe  nuftiberlefs  vermin  that 
feed  upon  this  Paper,  and  find  their  fuftenance 

out 

about  a  year  after  this,  that  he  was  poor  and  ftarvlng.^^  Sec 
Swift's  "  Works,"  edit,  ut  fupra^  vol.  XXIII.  p.  120. 

It  feems  not  improbable  that  Dr.  W.  King  was  the  per- 
fon  alluded  to  in  the  laft  advertifement  of  the  preceding  pa- 
per, and  defcribed  as  a  perfon  "  fix  feet  high,  of  a  black 
**  complexidn,  and  found  principles,  in  want  of  an  em- 
**  ployment,"  &c. 

Probably  the  Doctor's,  at  leaft  the  Examiner's,  mentioil 
of  the  Jiars  in  N*  5,  as  well  as  Mr.  Prior's  criticifm  upon: 
them  in  N**  6,  were  introduced,  as  Addison  thought,  "  for 
5'  no  other  reafon  but  to  mention  Mr.  Bickerstaff, 
**  whom  the  Examiner  every  where  endeavours  to  imitate 
**  and  abufe;"  but  I  fliall  refer  him  to  the  frog's  advice  to 
*'  her  little  one,  that  was  blowing  itfelf  up  to  the  fize  of 
«  an  ox." 

— — . — -~  ^on  ft  te  ruperls  inquitj 
Par  eris, 

*'  I  have  always  admired  [fays  the  fame  elegant  writer] 
**  a  critick  that  has  difcovered  the  beauties  of  an  author; 
*'  and  never  knew  one,  who  made  it  his  bufinefs  to  lafh 
«*  the  faults  of  other  writers,  that  was  not  guilty  of  greater 
*'  himfelf ;  as  the  hangman  is  generally  a  worfe  malefador 
**  than  the  criminal  that  fufFers  by  his  hands."  Whig- 
Exam.  N*  I.  p.  6,  and  13.  8vo.  1714. 

The  reader  may  fee  BickeRstaff's  animadverfions  on 
thefe  numbers  of  the  Examinery  of  which  a  general  account 
has  been  given  here,  in  Tat.  N°  239,  of  which  paper 
Addison  was  alfo  the  author. 
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put  of  it ;  I  mean  the  fmall  wits  and  fcribblers, 
jthat  every  day  turn  a  penny  by  nibbling  at  my 
Lucubrations.  This  has  been  fo  advantage- 
pus  to  this  little  fpecies  of  writers,  that,  if  they 
do  me  juftice,  1  may  exped  to  have  my  ftatue 
(crefted  in  Grub-ftreet,  as  being  a  common  be- 
nefadlor  to  that  quarter. 

They  fay,  when  a  fox  is  very  much  troubled 
with  fleas,  he  goes  into  the  next  pool  with  a 
little  lock  of  wool  in  his  mouth,  and  keeps  hisf 
body  under  water  until  the  vermin  get  into  it; 
after  which  he  quits  the  wool,  and  diving,  leave? 
his  tormentors  to  fliift  for  themfelves,  and  get 
their  livelihood  v/here  they  can.  1  would  have 
thefc  gentlemen  take  care  that  I  do  not  ferve 
them  after  the  fame  mannerj  for  though  I  have 
hitherto  kept  my  temper  pretty  well,  it  is  not 
impoflible  but  Imay  fome  time  or  other  difap- 
pear ;  and  what  will  then  become  of  them  ? 
Should  I  lay  down  my  Paper,  what  a  famine 
would  there  be  among  the  hawkers,  printers, 
bookfellers,  and  authors !  It  would  be  like 
t  Do6tor  Burgess's  dropping  hiscloke^  with  the 

whole 

f  See  Tat.  N°  66.  Daniel  BuRpEss,  the  Do£lor  there 
and  here  alluded  to,  refided,  it  feems,  in  the  year  1714,  at 
the  court  ot  Hanover,  as  fecretary  and  reader  to  the  princcfs 
Sophia.  His  immediate  predeceffor  in  this  honourable  em- 
ployment was  the  ingenious  Mademoifelle  Crowe,  a  daugh- 
ter probably  of  Mitford  Crowe,  efq.  who  was  appointed 
governor  of  Barbadoes,  Aug.  29,  1706.  This  ingenious 
lady  had,  it  feems,  taught  her  Royal  Highnefs  many  faults  in 
her  pronunciation,  which,  her  fucceflbr  fays,  he  found  it 
difficult  to  correct.  This  appears  from  the  copy  of  a  let- 
ter in  the  hand-writing  of  Dr.  Birch,  figned  Daniel  Bur- 

gefs. 


^86  THE   TATLER.        N* 


229 


whole  congregation  hanging  upon  the  Jkirfs  of 
it.  To  enumerate  fome  of  thefe  my  doughty 
Afitagoni/is ;  I  was  threatened  to  be  anfwered 
weekly  Tit  for  Tat ;  I  was  undermined  by  the 
Whifperer\  haunted  by  Tom  Browns  Ghojl -, 
fcolded  at  by  a  Female  Tatler ;  and  flandered 
by  another  of  the  fame  character  under  the 
title  of  Atalantis.  I  have  been  annotated^ 
retattled,  examined^  and  condoled  *  :  but  it 
being  my  ftanding  maxim  never  to  fpeak  ill  of 
the  dead,  I  fliall  let  th^fe  authors  reft  in  peace  ^ 

and 

gefs,  addreffed  to  Monfieur  Robethon,  apparently  his  pa- 
tron and  friend.  It  is  dated  Sept.  18,  1 7 14,  from  Murdy, 
or  fome  place  of  a  fimilar  name,  whence,  he  fays,  he 
had  the  honour  to  carry  Madam  Robethon  and  her  fon  to 
Herenhaufen,  iii  the  coach  which  the  Princefs  had  ap- 
pointed for  him.  MSS.  Binh.  4107,  149.  Brit'ijh  Mufeum, 
*  Some  of  the  Tatler's  doughty  antagonijis  are  prefer- 
ved,  it  feems,  from  utter  oblivion,  by  being  enurnerated 
here.  This  writer  at  Icaft,  after  all  his  enquiries,  has  not 
been  fo  fortunate  as  to  fee  any  other  evidence  for  the  exi- 
flenceof  the  Re  Tailer  2ind  Condokr  than  ^hat  is  contained 
in  this  Paper;  it  is  moft  likely,  that  the  bulk  of  thefe 
writings  had  been  carried,  before  the  date  of  it,  in  vicum 
vendentem  thus  et  odores.  In  the  notes  on  Tat.  N^  35, 
N^  63,  &c.  more  than  enough  has  been  faid  of  the  aur 
thorefs  of  the  Aialantis^  Mrs.  Alanley ;  and  perhaps  of 
the  Examiner^  which  is  ttill  afloat.  Nothing  has  occurred 
to  make  any  addition  inftrudive  or  entertaining,  to  what 
has  been  faid  6f  the  "  Annotations  on  the  Tatler,'*  in 
preceding  notes,  on  Tat.  N^  79,  NS  5,  N^  9,  &c.  Some 
account  has  alio  been  given  of  fuch  furviving  wrecks  of 
•'  The  Female  Tatler,'*  as  this  writer  has  feen,  in  notes 
on  Tat.  N^  55,  N°  71,  and  N**  89.  The  following  par- 
ticulars relative  to  "  The  Female  Tatler"  and  its  author, 
are  colle6ted  from  The  Britifh  Apollo;'*  and,  unvarnifhed 
as  they  fland  here,  the  writer  relates  them  with  diffidence, 
becaufe  the  publifhers  of  ''  The  Britifh  Apollo"  feem  iq 

have 
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and  take  great  pleafure  in  thinking,  that  I  have 
ibmetimes  teen  the   means  of  their  getting  a 

belly- 

have  been  at  open  enmity  with  Mr.  Thomas  Baker,  who 
appears  to  have  been,  both  in  literature  and  genius,  rather 
;heir  fuperior.  It  is  laid,  on  the  authority  abovementioned, 
that  Mr.  T.  Baker  was  cudgelled  for  Tome  indecent  liber- 
ties he  took  with  a  family  in  the  city  in  his  "  Female 
Tatler,'*  N°24;  and  that  one  of  his  plays  was  damned 
about  the  fame  time  j  the  title  of  the  play  is  not  mentioned. 
It  appears  from  the  fame  fufpicious  authority,  that  fome 
time  in  the  month  of  October,  1709.  *'  The  Female  Tat- 
ier"  was  prefented  as  a  nuifance  by  the  grand  jury,  at  th« 
Old  Bailey  5 — that  the  author  was  accufed  of  libelling  in- 
dividuals in  the  general  characters  which  he  drew,  by  print- 
ing the  firft  and  laft  letters  of  their  name  ; — that  he  laid 
the  citizens  of  London  under  contribution  j-*that  he  ex- 
aded  as  hufli-money  four  guineas,  which  were  refufed  dif- 
dainfully  ;— that  the  lord  chief  juftice  and  the  court  ap- 
proved of  the  prefentment; — and  that  Mr.  B.  was  obliged 
to  drop  his  paper  per  force.  See  British  Apollo," 
vol.  II.  in  filio,  N^.  49,  N^  50,  N^  SS.N'^  59,  and  N°  60. 
N.  B  The  annotator  thinks  it  is  but  fair  to  repeat  that 
thefe  particulars  are  related  invidioufly,  and  feem  to  be 
exaggerated. 

At  the  time  when,  as  Steele  fays,  the  Cenforjhlp  was  in 
commijfion^  and  fpurious  Ti?//^rj  were  publifhed,  in  oppofi- 
tion  to  one  another,  it  appears  from  the  following  adver- 
tifement,that  Mr.  T.  Baker  was  the  author  of  one  of  them. 
*'  Whereas  an  advertifernent  was  yejierday  delivered  out  by  the 
•'  authoi  of  the  late  '  Female  Tatler,'  infiniiat'ing^  according  to 
"  his  cujiom^  that  he  is  Isaac  Bickerstaff,  efq.  This  is  to 
«  give  notice^  that  this  paper  is  continued  to  be  fold  by  John 
*'  Morphew  as  former ly^  and.  may  eafily  he  dijiinguijhed  from 
.*'  the  fpurious  Paper  by  the  number  and  publijhtr  s  name  he  has 
*«  affiimed,'^  A  Tatler  in  folio  marked  N""  276,  and  dated 
Jan.13,  1710. 

As  this  Paper  is  not  one  of  thofe  publifhed  by  Swift 
and  /////^Harrison,  it  follows,  that  there  were,  at  the  time 
abovementioned,  three  fpurious  Papers  at  leaft,  under  the 
title  of  "  The  Tatler." 

The 
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belly.full.  When  I  fee  myfelf  thus  furrounded 
by  fuch  formidable  enemies,  I  often  think  of 
the  Knight  of  the  Red  Crofs  in  Spencer's 
'*  Den  of  Error/*  vyho,  after  he  has  cut  off  the 

dragon's 

.  The  following  information  was  procured  at  the  Britifh 
Mufeuni.  where  the  vouchers  for  it  may  be  feen.  Harl, 
Cat  5958.  The  firft  number  of  the  paper,  entitled  '*  Titt 
for  Tatt,"  was  publiihed  under  the  fiditious  name  of  Jo, 
Patridge^  efq.  Marich  2,  1709.  The  author  fays,  "  Titt 
and  Tatt"  are  abbreviations  for  TittUng  and  Tattling'^  he 
calls  his  writings  Dilucidationsj  in  allufion  to  the  Lucubra^ 
//wj  of  BiCK^RSTAFF ;  and  adds,  that  his  intelligence 
was  communicated  by  fupramundane  correfpondentSy  from  the 
repojitories  of  JupraceL/iial  archives^  The  three  numbers  of 
this  paper,  which  are  all  that  this  writer  has  feen,  Tixefupra' 
fuperlative  nonknk^cf  which  the  reader  will  find  an  humor- 
ous delcription  by  Addison  in  the  Whig-Examiner^  N^  4. 
Jo.  Patridge-t  efq.  in  his  firft  number  announces  the  death 
Qi  his  old  friend  and  dear  brother  Bickerstaff,  who  having, 
he  fays,  grown  rich  by  his  writings,  became,  it  feems,  a 
hon  vivant;  by  luxurious  living  he  contracted  a  difeafe 
called  laborious  idienefs^  of  which  he  died,  and  was  buried  in 
a  vault  in  Lincoln's-Inn,  to  the  great  grief  of  all  the  fami*- 
]y  of  Stafvs.  The  fquire  concludes  this  number  with 
two  epitaphs  on  his  dear  brother^  to  whom  he  was  certainly 
nothing  a-kin,  the  one  in  iLngiifh  rhyme,  and  the  other  in 
Latin  profe,  fo  long  and  fo  infipid,  that  the  annotator  begs 
to  be  excufed  from  tranfcribing  them.  This  paper,  printed 
for  Bejij.  Bragg,  at  the  Black  Raven  in  Pater-nofter  Row, 
was  given  gratis  j  and  To  was  N?  2,  a  rhapfody  of  more 
low  nonfenfe  iihoui  female  fortune-hunters  and  their  craft, 
the  motto  from  Juv.  Veniunt  a  dote  fagitta^  with  a  reference 
to  Tat.  N°  J28,  Feb.  %,  1709  j  and  perhaps  an  allufion  to 
Steele's  having  married  a  lady  of  fortune,  to  whom  he  was 
certainly  a  very  affectionate  hufband.  See  Dedication  to 
'^  The  Lady's  Library."  7  here  were  probably  a  third 
and  a  fourth  number  of  this  nonfenfical  paper,  as  the  next 
and  the  laft:  which  this  writer  has  feen,  is  called  N®  5,  and 
proceeds   in   the  fame  ftyle  of  compofition,   on  vintners 

adulterating 


K°  22^1, 
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Hragon's  head,  and  left  it  wallowing  in  a  flood 

of  ink,  fees  a  thoufdnd  monftrous  reptiles  mak- 

Vol.  IV.  U  ing 


adulterating:,  their  wines,  with  the  following  motto  from 
*'  Owen's  Epigrams.'* 

Otnne  tlilit  pun£i-^m  (jui  mifcutt  utile  duict. 

Legerct  hcec  caupo  quondam^  et  hone  Juvitcr^  inqfut^ 

Non  dulci  mifc.re  mero  licet  utile  fl  '.men.     A  UD-  Epigf, 

This  number,  dated  March  ii,  lyOQj  concludes  with  art 
Adver'tifemeni^  v/hich  perhaps  concluded  the  work,  that 
the  papers  were  to  be  ToM  by  B.  Bragg  at  one  penny  each, 
or  2S.  6d.  ^eT  quarter.**     Cetera  dcjiderantur. 

Of  the  ufidermining  paper  intituled  ''  The  Whifper- 
er,"  the  lirft  and  the  only  number  which  this  Annotator  has 
feen,  was  publiflied  OQt.  ii,  1)09,  as  it  is  there  faid,  by 
A^rs.  Jenn^  B'-ckerfiaff^  half-fifter  to  tfaac  Bickerstaff, 
efq.     At  the  top  of  the  paper  is  the  following  motto; 

Jcquiers  bonne  renommee^  &  dors  grajfe matine ; 
Avhich  is,  being  interpreted,  "  Get  a  name  for  early  rifing, 
''  and  you  may  lay  a-bed  all  day.*'  This  pibughv/oman  plows 
with  Steele's  heifer,  and  pretends  that,  being  diffatisfied 
with  the  perfon  her  brother  defigned  for  her  hufb^nd,  (he 
had  given  him  the  flip,  and  was  determined,  that  Jhewas^  to 
fee  up  for  herfelf,  and  fhare  in  his  labours  and  fame.  Arl 
arrant  importer  certainly,  as  it  is  clear  fiie  was  not  related, 
even  in  a  left-handed  way,  to  the  family  of  the  Staffs. 
Her  iinderrmning  was  like  the  work  of  a  mole  on  the  fite  of 
Alnwick  Caflle,  which  meafures  a  mile  round  the  walls, 

"  The  Gazettte  a  la-mode^  or  lorn  Brown*s  Ghoft, 
N^  I,  was  publiflied  Thurfday,  May  12,  l/Oq.  This  pa- 
per was  alfo  printed  for  Benj.  Bragg:  Whether  this  and 
*'  The  Whifpcrer"  were  ftill-born,  or  whether  they  got  to 
the  length  of  fecond  numbers,  this  writer  cannot  deter- 
mine. I  he  author,  with  a  very  becoming  modeily,  pre-' 
tends  not  to  mate  his  with  the  exalted  genius  of  a'\  Ki'L'i.YLy 
''  but  to  trifle  with  folly  like  Erafmus^  and  play  at  fmal! 
**  games;  for  which  purpof  s,  he  fays,  he  has  coniured  up 
*'  the  Ghoft  of  a  merry  honsft  fellow,  who  pofTified  wit  in 

"  perfection, 
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ing  their  attempts  upon  him,  one  with  many 
heads,  another  with  none,  and  all  of  them  with- 
out eyes. 

The 


*«  perfection,  till  it  wafted  his  fubftancc  to  a  fhadow,  and 
"  his  body  to  a  fkeleton."     Alas[  poor  Ghofi  ! 

Steele,  in  the  enumeration  of  his  antagon'ifls^  as  he  calls 
them,  probably  confined  himfelf  to  writeis  In  folio ^  as  he 
has  not  mentioned  a  periodical  paper  in  410,  by  Mother 
Bawdycoat,  entitled,  *'  The  Tailing  Harlot,  or  a  Dia- 
logue between  Befs  o'  Bedlam  and  her  brother  Tom;"  of 
which  there  are  three  numbers  in  the  Britifh  Mufeum, 
ut  Jupra. 

The  firft  number  of  this  publication,  which  is  not  more 
below  notice  than  thofe  abovementioned,  appeared  on 
Monday,  Aug,  22,  1709.  It  had  for  its  motto,  Hie  ejl 
quern  Icgis^  and  the  following  table  of  contents,  of  which 
the  paper  itfelf  is  but  a  repetition.  "  A  vein  of  va- 
**  riety  runs  through  the  world.  The  Tatler  throws 
*'  dirt  on  the  government  and  bifliops.  He  turns  party- 
*'  man,  fides  with  the  players;  reproaches  the  b — p  of 
**  Ex r  by  Powel  and  his  puppets,"  &c. 

There  were  befides,  at  this  time,  periodical  publications 
under  the  titles  of  "  The  Tory  Tatler>"  and  "  The 
Moderator,"  ^c. 

All  thefe  were  vile  fcribblers;  not  fo  much  becaufe  they 
wanted  the  abilities,  but  becaufe  they  wanted  the  defires  of 
their  mafters,  "  to  purify  intellectual  pleafure,  to  feparate 
*'  mirth  from  indecency,  and  wit  from  licentioufnefs,  and 
**  to  bring  elegance  and  gaiety  to  the  aid  of  gooduefs." 

There  will  be  frequent  occafions,  in  the  cou.fe  of  thefe 
notes,  to  mention  others  of  the  many  papers,  that,  under 
a  multitude  of  quaint  names,  originated  from  the  1  at- 
JLER,  &c.  The  daily  labours  of  Bickerstaff  and  his 
upholders^  foon  difcovered  their  efficacy  and  their  merit, 
in  refining  the  public  tafte,  and  exciting  an  emulation  ot 
intelledtual  elegance.  His  imitators  and  abufers  began  to 
guard  againft  the  defeats  they  difcovered  by  the  lights 
which  he  afforded  them.  Sometimes  they  produced  parti- 
cular 
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The  famt  fo  fore  aniioyed  has  the  Knight, 
That,  well  high  choaked  with  the  deadly  (link. 
His  forces  fail,  he  can  no  longer  fight ; 
Whofe  courage  when  the  fiend  perceiv'd  to  fhrink. 
She  poured  forth  out  of  her  hellifli  fink 
Her  fruitful  curfed  fpawn  of  ferpents  fmall, 
Deformed  monfbers,  foul,  and  black  as  ink; 
Which  fwarming  all  about  his  legs  did  crawl, 

And  him  encumbred  fore,  but  could  not  hurt  at  all. 

-As  gentle  (hepherd  in  fweet  even  tide, 
.  "When  ruddy  Phoebus  gins  to  welk  in  weft. 
High  on  an  hill,  his  flock  to  viewen  wide, 
Marks  which  do  bite  their  hafty  fupper  beH:; 
A  cloud  of  cumbrous  gnats  do  him  moled. 
All  driving  to  infix  their  feeble  dings, 
That  frori^  their  noyance  he  no  where  can  red; 
But  with  his  clownidi  hands  their  tender  wings 

Hebrudieth  oft,and  oft  doth  mar  their  murmurings*. 

U  2  If 

cular  numbers  which  even  rivalled  their  originals,  and  de- 
ferve  to  be  fnatched  from  oblivion  ;  but  their  papers  in  ge- 
neral were  ftill  far  from  coming  up  to  their  models,  in  ex- 
tent, or  in  excellence. 

Jt  has  been  fhewn  in  a  note  on  Tat.  N^  8o,  that  no 
periodical  publications  ever  forceeded  i'o  well  as  thefe  Pa- 
pers, either  with  refpe6l  to  their  fale  in  numbers,  or  their 
price  in  volumes:  and  now,  after  the  lapfe  of  more  than 
half  a  century,  they  ftill  remain  the  moft  beauteous  of  their 
order,  and  ftandards  in  their  dyle  of  compofition.  Of 
their  imitators,  to  this  day,  it  may  be  univerfally  and  fairly 
affirmed,  that  they  have  more  or  lefs  difcovered  their  own 
inferiority,  as  the  wooers  of  Penelope  did,  by  trying  to 
(hoot  with  the  bow  of  UlyfTes. 

The  Rhapjody^  Ohfervator^  H'ljlorian^  Moderator^  Growler^ 
Cenfor^  Mifcellany^   Hermit^  Surprize^  Sikfit  Mo?iltory  Jnqui^ 

fttor, 

*  Spencer's  ««  Fairy  Queen,"  B.I.  Canto  I,  22  and  23. 


b 
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If  ever  I  fhould  want  fuch  a  fry  of  little  au- 
thors to  attend  me,  I  fhall  think  my  Paper  in  a 

very 

Jitor^  Pilgrim^  Refiorer^  InflruSior^  Gfumhhr^  Freethinker^  &c* 
are  now  feen  but  feldom,  and  feldomer  read,  although  there 
are  good  parts  in  them  all  ;  fed  non  fic  omnia.  He  muft  be 
fond  of  paradoxes  indeed,  v«^ho  would  inftitute  a  comparifon 
with  the  Tatler,  &c.  in  favour  of  their  earlier  imita- 
tions, before,  or  for  many  years  after,  the  firft  Rambler  in. 
1712,;  which,  tojudgeof  it  by  the  remaining  number,  in  the 
Britifh  Mufeum,  ui  fiipra,  does  not  feem  to  have  been  in- 
ferior to  any  of  them  in  refped  of  wit,  humour,  or  literary 
compofition.  With  regard  to  the  fecond  Rambler  of 
1750,  and  the  later  publications  in  this  kind,  too  numerous 
to  mention,  there  is  greater  room  for  nice  difcrimination 
than  this  writer  dares  venture  to  take  here.  Much,  to  be 
fu re,  might  be  faid  on  both  fides;  but  all  things  being 
confidered,  as  they  ftand  at  prefent,  in  the  mind  of  this 
writer,  there  does  not  appear  to  him  any  very  forcible  rea- 
fon  for  retradlation,  or  abatement. 

It  is  readily  granted,  that  as  the  authors  of  the  Rambler, 
Inspector,  Adventurer,  Mirror,  &c.  derived  fome 
benefits  from  Steele,  Addison,  &c.  who  came  before 
them,  fo  they  inherited  alfo  fome  difadvanta^es  by  coming 
after  them,  Subje6is  were  much  exhaufted,  or  fele£led  ; 
and  if  the  later  writers  had  as  good  fickles  as  their  prede- 
ceffors,  and  could  handle  them  as  well,  moft  of  the  richeft 
fields  of  humour  were  reaped  or  trodden  down  before  they  en- 
tered them  ;  and  the  new  crops  of  folly  and  vice,  faft  as 
they  grow,  were  hardly  fufficient,  or  not  fufficiently  ripe, 
for  another  fuch  harveft.  It  is  freely  conftilcd,  that  their 
works  are  by  no  means  deftitute  of  wit  and  humour,  and 
that  they  have  much  merit  both  on  the  fcores  of  purity  of 
defign  and  excellence  of  execution.  Jt  might  feem  invidi- 
ous to  interpofe  comparifons  on  their  fales,  or  their  ftyles; 
but  although  the  ftyle  of  the  Rambler  is  different  from 
that  of  the  beft  writers  in  the  reign  of  Q^  Anne,  it  has  ne- 
verthelefs  its  beauties,  its  advantages,  and  numerous  ad- 
mirers of  unqueflionable  difcernment;  and  as  for  fale,  it  is 

a 
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very  decaying  fituation.  They  are  like  ivy 
about  an  oak,  which  adorns  the  tree  at  the  fame 
time  that  it  eats  into  it ;  or  tike  a  great  man's 
equipage,  that  do  honour  to  the  perfon  011 
whom  they  feed.  For  my  part,  when  I  fee  my- 
felf  thus  attacked,  I  do  not  con  fide  r  my  antago- 
nijls  as  malicious,  but  hungry;  and  therefore 
am  refolved  never  to  take  any  notice  of  them. 

As  for  thofe  who  detra6t  from  my  labours, 
without  being  prompted  to  it  by  an  empty  do- 
mach  ;  in  return  to  their  cenfures,  I  fhall  take 
pains  to  excel,  and  never  fail  to  perfuade  my- 
felf,  that  their  enmity  is  nothing  but  their  en- 
vy, or  ignorance. 

Give  me  leave  to  conclude,  like  an  old  man, 
and  a  moralift,  with  a  fable. 

The  owls,  bats,  and  feveral  other  birds  of 
night,  were  one   day  got  together  in  a  thick 

a  capricious  thing,  and  a  faiiaelous  criterion  of  literary 
merit.  To  derogate  from  their  juil:  praife  would  ill  be- 
come one  who  has  a  refpe(SI:ful  remembrance  of  fome  of 
them,  and  whofe  own  fault  it  certainly  is,  if  he  is  not 
more  obliged  to  them  than  for  the  elegant  entertainment 
of  many  an  agreeable  hour.  Their  writings  are  now  in 
their  train  of  ufefulnefs  and  probation,  and  in  the  courfe 
of  half  a  century,  will  find  their  own  honourable  place  In 
the  fcale  of  literary  chara<Ster.  Meanwhile,  God  fpeed 
their  operations  according  to  their  intentions  and  tenden« 
cies,  as  fo  much  fait  thrown  into  the  mafs  of  the  world, 
to  cure  or  prevent  the  corruptions  of  its  tafte  and  man- 
ners!  May  their  characters  rife  in  this  principal  refpecl, 
as  their  principal  happily  exprefles  it,  to  "  an  elevation 
"  above  all  Greek  and  Roman  fame,  hj  turning  many  to 
!"  righteoufnefs*^' 

U  3  fliade. 
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fhade,  where  they  abufed  their  neighbours  in  a 
very  fociable  manner.  Their  fatire  at  laft  fell 
upon  the  fun,  whom  they  all  agreed  to  be  very 
troublefome,  impertinent  and  inquifitive.  Up- 
on which,  the  fun,  who  overheard  them,  fpoke 
to  them  after  this  manner.  '*  Gentlemen  I 
"  wonder  how  you  dare  abufe  one  that,  you 
*'  know,  could  in  an  inftant  fcorch  you  up,  and 
**  burn  every  mother  s  fon  of  you:  but  the  only 
*'  anfwer  I  (hall  give  you,  or  the  revenge  I  fliall 
*'  take  of  you,  is,  to  '  fliine  on*." 

*  See  Tat.  N<^i3g. 

*^*  Jdv,  O.  F.  The  Illd.  volume  of  the  Lucubra- 
tions of  ifaac  Bickerftaff,  efq."  being  now  in  the  prefs, 
fuch  as  ple^ife  to  fubfcribe  for  it  on  a  royal  paper,  to  keep 
up  their  fets,  are  defired  to  fend  their  names  to  Charles 
Lilly,  perfumer,  &c.  and  John  Morphew^  near  Sta- 
tioner's Hall.     See   Tat.   N?  8o,  note,  vol.  IIL  p.  47^ 


N»  230.     Thurfday,  September  28,  1710, 
S  W  I  F  T  f . 


From  my  own  Apartment,  September  18. 

THE  following  letter  has  laid  before  me 
many  great  and  manifeft  evils  in  the  world 
of  letters,   which  J  had  overlooked  ;   but  they 

open 

t  Dr.  Hawkefworth  claims  this  Paper  for  Swift,  ;\nd 
has  re-publilhed   it  'u\  tha  eleventh  volume  of  his  edition 

of 
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.open  to  me  a  very  bufy  fcene,  and  it  will  require 
no  fmall  care  and  application  to  amend  errors 
which  are  become  fo  univerfal.  The  Affediation 
of  Politeness  is  expofed  in  this  epiftle  with  a 
great  deal  of  wit  and  difcerr.ment;  fo  that  what- 
ever difcourfes  I  may  fall  into  hereafter  upon 
the  fubjcdts  the  writer  treats  of,  1  fliall  at  pre- 
fent  lay  the  matter  before  the  world,  without 
the  leaft  alteration  from  the  words  of  my 
correfpondent,  U  ^  "To 

of  Swift's  "  Works,"  crown  8vo,  p.  47.  The  reader 
piay  fee,  in  the  third  volume  of  the  fame  edition  of  the 
pean's  writings,  p.  221,  a  letter  to  the  lord  high  treafurer 
(Oxford)  on  the  fame  fubje6t  with  this  TljiT/^r,  which  was 
printed  originally  with  Swift's  name  to  it. 

In  the  Dublin  edition  of  S^v^ift's  "  Works"  it  is  faid, 
but  not  truly,  that  Swift  was  the  author  of  the  Tables  of 
pame^  Tat.  N^  8r ;  of  the  Life  and  Adventures  of  a  Shil- 
lingy  Tat.  N^  249 ;  and  of  the  Account  of  England  by  an 
Indian  King^  Spectator,  N85G.  Swift,  in  his  conver- 
fation  with  Steele,  might  have  furnifhed  fome  hints  for 
thefe  three  Papers;  but  he  certainly  was  not  the  author  of 
any  one  of  them.  This  Annotator  is  not  prepared  at  prefent 
to  affirm  pofitively,  that  Swift  wrote  nothing  in  the 
Spectator  -,  but  he  does  not  recollect  at  prefent  any  Pa- 
per in  that  work  of  which  Swift  was  the  author  ;  and  he 
has  faid  already,  that  the  Dean  had  foJid  reafons,  not  much 
to  his  credit,  for  not  telling  bis  heft  friends  fome  pariiciilar 
Papers  in  the  Fatler,  of  which  he  was  the  author.  See 
Tat.  NV32,  and  N<?  81. 

There  is  very  fufficient  evidence,  tjiat  Swift  was  the 
author  of  this  Paper,  in  his  journal  letters  to  Mrs.  John- 
fon.  ^ 

Sept.  23,  1710,  "  I  have  fent  a  long  letter  to  Bicker- 
^'  STAFF,  let  the  bifhop  of  Ciogher  fmoak  it  if  he  can. 
«' Swift's  "  Works,"  ut  fupra," \q\,  XXIL  p.  16.-— 
"  Sept.   29,  1710.     "  I  have   made  a   Tatler   fmce   I 

"  came  J 
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"To  Isaac  Bickerstaff,  Efquire. 


(( 


S  I  R 


'*  THERE  arefome  abufes  among  us  of  great 
*'  CDnfequcnce^the  reformation  of  which  is  pro- 
**  perly  your  province  ;  though,  as  far  as  1  have 
*'  been  conyerfant  inyourPapers,  you  have  not 
'*  yet  confidered  them.  Thefe  are,  the  deplo- 
*'  rable  ignorance  that  for  fome  years  hath 
**  reigned  among  our  Englifi  writers,  the  great 
*'  depravity  of  our  tafte,  and  the  continual  cor- 
**  ruptipn  of  our  ftyle.  I  fay  nothing  herie  of 
r^  thofe who  handle  particular  Sciences,  Divi- 
f '  nity,  Law,  Phyfic,  and  the  like ;  1  mean  the 
^«  traders  in  Hiftory,  Pohtics,  ^uAxh^  Belles  Let -^ 
'*  tres ;  together  with  thofe  by  whom  books  are 
f  not  tranilated,but,as  the  common  expreffions 
**  are,  done  out  of  French,  Laiiuy  or  other  laqr 
**  guage,  and  made  Englifi,  I  cannot  but  ob- 
^*  ferve  to  you,  that  until  pf  late  years  a  Grub- 
f*  ftreet  book  was  always  bound  in  fheep-fkin. 


*' came;  guefs  which  it  is,  and  whether  the  bifhop  of 
"  Clogher  f7noaks  it.''  Ibidem,  p.  20.  C)£l.  i,  1710. 
"  Have  \o\x  jmoakt  the  Tatler  that  I  writ?  It  is  much 
*'  liked  here,  and  I  think,  it  a  pure  one  '*  Ihide?n^  pp.  n 
&  27.  SvvaFT  n\ight  have  mentioned  the  word /w<7^i,  in 
the  Icnfe  he  ufes  it,  among  the  faife  refinements  in  our 
(tyk,  and  recommended  it  to  the  Censor,  to  infert  it  in 
his  finl  hdex  Expurgatonus.  SwiFT*s  letter  to  the  lord 
treafurer  Oxford,  about  altering  the  EngliOi  language', 
was  rallied  in  a  pamphlet,  entitled,  '^  The  Britilh  Aca- 
flcmy,"  in  which  Mr.  A.  Maynwaring  had  a  great  hand. 
'Biog,Brit.^xU  MiXY^^i^.Kl'isG, 

!:with 
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*'  with  fuitable  print  and  paper,  the  price  never 
*.'  above  a  (hilling  and  taken  off  wholly  by  com- 
'"  mon  tradefmen  or  country  pedlars;  but  now 
"  they  appear  in  all  fizes  and  ihapes,and  in  all 
."  places.  They  are  handed  about  from  lapfuls 
*'  in  every  coffee-houfe  to  peiTons  of  quality  j 
*'  are  fhewn  in  Weftminfter- hall  and  the  Court 
f  *  of  Requefts.  You  may  fee  them  gilt,  and  in 
**  royal  paper  of  five  or  fix  hundred  pages,  and 
*'  rated  accordingly.  I  would  engage  to  furnifh 
**  you  with  a  catalogue  of  Engltjh  books,  pub- 
*'  lifhed  within  the  compafs  of  feven  years  paft, 
**  which  at  the  firft  hand  would  coil  you  a  hun- 
5*  dred  pounds >  wherein  you  fhall  not  be  able  to 
M  find  ten  lines  together  of  common  grammar 
*'  or  common  fenfe. 

"  Thefe  two  evils,  ignorance,  and  want  of 
."  tafle,  have  produced  a  third ;  1  mean  the  con- 
'*  tinual  corruption  of  our  Englijh  tongue  *, 
«'  which,  without  fome  timely  remedy,  will  fuf- 
«'  fer  more  by  the  falfe  refinements  of  twenty 
«*  years  paft,  than  it  hath  been  improved  in  the 
*'  foregoing  hundred.  And  this  is  what  1  de- 
"  fign  chiefly  to  enlarge  upon,  leaving  the  for- 
**  mer  evils  to  your  animadverfion. 

*'  But,  inftead  of  giving  you  a  lift  of  the  late 
**  refinements  crept  into  our  Language^  I  here 
*'  fend  you  the  copy  of  a  letter  I  received,  fome 
f  *  time  ago,  from  a  moft  accomplifhed  perfon  in 

*  Swift,  in  one  of  his  letters  to  Mrs.  Johnfon,  defires 
fo  know,  whether  the  English  was  d^  Language  or  a  Tongue, 

''  this 
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^'  this  way  of  writing;  upon  which  I  {hall  make 
•^  feme  remarks.     It  is  in  thefe  terms : 
'*  Sir, 
*'  I  Coud  7it  get  the  things  you  fent  for  aH 

^*  about  Town 1  thot  to  ha  come  down  ray- 

**  felf,  and  then  Td  V  brot  urn ;  but  I  hani 
^^  donty  and  I  believe  I  cant  dot,  that's  Pozz^ 

^^ -Tom  \  heginsto  grmfelf  am,  hQc^nkbe's 

^*  going  with  the   Plenipo's 'Tis  faid   the 

*^  French  king  will  bamboozl  us  agen^  which 
"  caufes  many  fpeculations.  The  "Jach  and 
?*  others  of  th^t  Kidney  are  very  uppijh  and  alert 
^'  uponty  as  you  may  fee  by  their  Fhizzs 
^*  Will  Hazard  has  got  the  HippSy  having  loft  to 
<*  the  TuneoffivQ  hund'rd  pound,  tho'  he  under- 
f  *  ftands  play  very  well,  no  Body  better.  He  has 
f'  promis't  me  upon  Repy  to  leave  off  play  ;  but 
**  you  know  *tis  a  weaknefs  h/s  too  apt  to  give 
^*  intOy  tho'  he  has  as  much  wit  as  any  man,  na 
f  ^  Body  more.     He  has  lain  incog  ever  fince 

«*  The  Mobb's  very  quiet  with  us  now 1  be- 

**  lieve  you  thot  I  banter  d  you  in  niy  laft,  like 
^«  a  Country  Put — —  I  fiant  leave  town  thi^ 
^^  month,  S^c:* 

"  This  letter  is  in  every  point  an  admirable 
**  pattern  of  theprefent  polite  way  of  writing; 
*'  nor  is  it  of  lefs  authority  for  being  an  epiftle. 
"  You   may  gather  every  flower  in  it,  with  a 

t  Mr,  Thomas  Harley  is  here  alluded  to.     See  Tat. 
N''  2285  nou, 

**  thoufand 
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«'  thoufand  more  of  equal  fweetnefs,  from  the 
5'  books,  pamphlets,  and  fingle  papers  offered 
**  us  every  day  in  the  cofFee-houfes ;  and  thefe 
«'  are  the  beauties  introduced  to  fupply  the  want 
f'  of  wit,  fenfe,  humour,  and  learning,  which 
f'  formerly  were  looked  upon  as  qualifications 
?'  for  a  writer.    If  a  man  of  wit,  who  died  forty 
*'  years  ago,  were  to  rife  from  the  grave  on 
?'  purpofe,  how  would  he  be  able  to  read  this 
f'  letier?  and  after  he  had  got  through  that  dif- 
?'  ficultv,  how  would  he  be  able  to  underftand 
«*  it  ?     The  firft  thing  that  ftrikes  your  eye,  is 
**  the  breaks  at  the  end  of  almoft  every  {en- 
*'  tence;  of  which  I  know  not  the  ufe,  only 
<*  that  it  is  a  Refinement,  and  very  frequently 
*'  praftifed.  Then  you  will  obferve  theabbrevi- 
?'  ations  and  elifions,  by  which  co^fonants  of 
f*  moft  obdurate  found  are  joined  together,  with- 
f '  out  one  foftening  vowel  to  intervene  ;  and  all 
*f  this  only  to  make  one  fyllable  of  two,  direftly 
f'  contrary  to  the  example  of  the  Greeks  and  i?o- 
*'  ma7ts,  altogether  of  the  Gothic  ftrain,  and  a 
**  natural  tendency  towards  relapfing  ii^ito  bar- 
f  barity,  which  delights  in  monofyllables,  and 
''  unitmg  of  mute  confonants,  as  it  is  obferv- 
''  able  in  all  the  Northern  languages.'  And  this 
'*  is  flill  more  vifible  in  the  next  Refinement^ 
"  which  confifts  in  pronouncingthe  firft  fyllable 
''  in  a  word  that  has  many,  and  difmifling  the 
^*  refl,  fuch  as  Phizz,  Htpps,  Mobb,  Pozz,  Rep^ 
**  and  many  more,  when  we  are  already  over- 
ly Ipaded  with  monofyllables,  which  are  the  dif- 

!' grace 
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5'  grace  of  our  language.  Thus  we  cram  one 
**  lyllable,  and  cut  off  the  reft,  as  the  owl  fat- 
'*  tened  her  mice  after  fhe  had  bit  off  their  legs 
^'  to  prevent  them  from  running  away  ;  and  if 
*'ours  be  the  fame  reafon  for  maiming  our 
^'  words,  it  will  certainly  anfwer  the  end  ;  for  I 
^*  am  fure  no  other  nation  will  defire  to  borrow 
**  them.  Some  words  are  hitherto  but  fairly 
**  fplit,  and  therefore  only  in  their  way  to  per- 
"  feftion,  as  Incog,  and  Plenipo  :  but  in  a  fhort 
**  time  it  is  to  be  hoped,  they  will  be  further 
.*'  docked  to  Inc.  and  Plen.  This  refledtion  has 
^'  niade  me  of  late  years  very  impatient  for  a 
f'  peace,  which  I  believe  would  fave  the  lives  of 
'*  many  brave  words,  as  well  as  men.  f  he  war 
"  has  introduced  abundance  of  polyfyllables, 
"  which  will  never  be  able  to  live  many^more 
"  campaigns,  Speculations  y  Operations  y  Prelimi- 
**  naries^  AmbaJfadorSy  Fallifadoesy  Commmiica^ 
«'  tion^  Circumvallationy  Bottalions :  as  numerous 
*'  as  they  are,  if  they  attack  us  too  frequently 
*'  in  our  coffee-houfes,  we  fhall  certainly  put 
*«  them  to  flight,  and  cpt  off  the  rear. 

*'  The  third  Refinement  obfervable  in  the  let- 
''  ter  1  fend  you,  confift$  in  the  choice  of  certain 
**  words  invented  by  fome  pretty  fellows,  fuch 
**  as  Banter^  Bamboozle -^  Country  Put,  and  Kid^ 
^^  ney,  as  it  is  there  applied;  fome  of  which 
*'  are  now  fl-ruggling  fpr  the  vogue,  and  others 
*f  are  in  poireffion  of  it.  I  have  done  my  utmoft 
"  for  fome  years  paft  to  flop  the  progrefs  of 
«^  Mobb  and  Banter^   but  have  been  plainly 

"  borne 
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"  borne  down  by  numbers,  and  betrayed  by 
"  thofe  who  promifed  to  affift  me. 

**  In  the  laft  place,  you  are  to  take  notice  of 
"  certain  choice  phrafes  fcattered  through  the 
**  letter,  fome  of  them  tolerable  enough,  until 
**  they  were  worn  to  rags  by  fervile  imitators, 
*'  You  might  eafily  find  them  though  they  were 
*'  not  in  a  different  print,  and  therefore  I  need 
*f  not  diflurb  them. 

**  Thefe  are  the  falfe  Refinemenfsin  our  style 
"  which  you  ought  to  correal :  firft  by  argu- 
*'  ment  and  fair  means;  but,  if  thofe  fail,  I 
*'  think  you  are  to  make  ufe  of  your  authority  as 
^'  Cenfor,  and  by  an  annual  LidexExpurgatorius 
^'  expunge  all  words  and  phrafes  that  are  of- 
^*  fenfive  to  good  fenfe,  and  condemn  thofe  bar- 
**  barous  mutilations  of  vowels  and  fyllables. 
^  In  this  lafl  point  the  ufual  pretence  is,  that 
**  they  fpell  as  they  fpeak.  A  noble  ftandard 
"  for  langpage !  to  depend  upon  the  caprice  of 
**  ev.ery  coxcomb,  who,  becaufe  words  are  the 
*'  cloathing  of  our  thoughts,  cuts  them  out  and 
**  (hapes  them  as  he  pleafes,  and  changes  them 
**  oftener  than  his  drefs.  I  beHeve  all  reafonable 
**  people  would  be  content  that  fuch  Refiners 
*'  were  more  fparing  in  their  words,  and  liberal 
''*  in  their  fyllables :  and  upon  this  head  I  fliould 
"  be  glad  you  would  beflow  fome  advice  upon 
"  feveral  young  readers  in  our  churches,  who, 
*'  coming  up  from  the  Univerfity  full  fraught 
1'  with  admiration  of  our  town  politenefs,  will 

*'  needs 
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**  lieeds  correfl:  the  Style  of  their  prayer-books. 
**  In  reading  the  Abfoliition,  they  are  very  care- 
**  ful  to  fay  Pardons  and  Abfolves ;  and  in  the 
*«  prayer  for  the  Royal  Family,  it  muft  be  endu* 
*'  um^enrich' um^projper  um.mA bring  u?n* .  Then 
**  in  their  fermons  they  ufe  all  the  modern  terms 
«  of  art,  Sham^  Banter y  Moby  Bubble^  Bidiyy 
**  Cutting,  Shuffling,  and  Palming  \  all  which, 
*«  and  many  more  of  the  like  ftamp,  as  I  have 
**  heard  them  often  in  the  pulpit  from  fuch 
*«  young  fophifters,  fo  I  have  read  them  in  fome 
**  of  '  thofe  fermons  that  have  made  moft  noife 
**  of  late/  The  defign,  it  feems,  is  to  avoid  the 
"  dreadful  imputation  of  pedantry  j  to  fliew  us 
"  that  they  know  the  town,  underftand  men  and 
"  manners,  and  have  not  been  poring  upon  old 
**  unfafhionable  books  in  the  Univerfity. 

**  I  fhould  be  glad  to  fee  you  the  inftrument 
**  of  introducing  into  our  Style  that  fimplicity 
"  which  is  the  beft  and  trueft  ornament  of  moft 
*'  things  in  life,  which  the  politer  ages  always 
"  aimed  at  in  their  building  and  drefs,  Simplex 
*'  munditiisy  as  well  as  their  productions  of  wit. 

*  This  is  probablj^  a  fneer  at  Dr.  Afhe,  biHiop  of  Clog- 
her,  whofe  pupil  Swift  had  been,  as  Congreve  alfo  was. 
The  following  paflage  in  a  letter  to  the  £.  of  Pembroke 
feems  to  corroborate  this  conje<Sture. 

*'  1  am  in  the  country  with  my  lord  Bifliop  of  Clogherv 
*'  and  his  brother  the  Do(Slor.  We  pretend  to  be  a  trium^ 
*'  v'lratiy  &c.  You  may  call  them  a  triumvirate^  for  if  you 
*«  pleafe  to  try-uniy  they  will  vie  with  the  beft,  and  are  of 
"  the  firft  rate,  &c."  See  Swift's  "  Works,"  edit. 
utfupra^  vol.  XVII.  p.  34..; 
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*'  It  is  manifeft  that  all  new  afFefled  modes,  of 
*'  fpeech,  whether  borrowed  from  the  court,  the 
*'  town,  or  the  theatre,  are  the  firft  perifhing 
*'  parts  in  any  language;  and,  as  I  could  prove 
^^  by  rpany  hundred  inftances,  have  been  fo  in 
*'  ours.  The  writings  of  Hooker*,  who  was  a 
*'  country  clergyman,  and  of  Parsons  the  Je- 
'*  fuit-f,  both  in  the  reign  of  Q^Rlizabeth, 
*'  are  in  a  Style  that,  with  very  few  allowances, 
*'  would  not  offend  any  prefent  reader,  and  are 
*'  much  more  clear  and  intelligible  than  thofe 
**  of   Sir   Harry  Wooton  j,    Sir    Robert 

"  Naunton, 

*  Richard  HooKER,  the  learned  and  worthy  author  of 
a  well-known  book,  intituled,  '^  The  Lawes  of  Ecclefi- 
aftical  Politic,"  and  other  pious  trads,  was  born  neaf 
Exeter  in  1553,  ^"^  ^^^^  at  Bifliop's  Bourne  in  Kent^ 
Nov,  2.  1600. 

t  Famous  for  his  great  learning  and  fingular  judgement 
in  the  affairs  of  the  world,  and  for  /kill  in  the  trench, 
Italian,  and  Spanifii  languages.  He  publiflied,  in  1591, 
*'  A  Declaration  of  the  True  Caufes  of  the  great  Trouble 
pre-fuppofed  to  be  intended  againft  the  Realm  of  Eng- 
land," &c.  which  was  honoured  with  an  anfwer  by  the 
great  Francis  Bacon,  afterwards  Lord  Verulam.  He 
was  author  alfo  of  fome  violent  treatifes  on  the  fucceilion  'to 
the  crown. 

:|:  Sir  Henry  WooTON,  a  man  of  general  learning  and 
good  abilities,  much  employed  in  negotiations  abroad,  and 
afterwards  Provoftof  Eton  College,  was  born  at  Boughton 
Hall  in  Kent,  March  30,  1568.  On  his  return  from  his 
travels,  being  an  accomplifhed  fcholar  and  gentleman,  he 
was  appointed,  apparently  in  1596,  fecretary  to  Robert 
earl  of  Efl'ex.  When  the  profecution  of  that  unfortunate 
nobleman  for  high  treafon  commenced,  Mr.  Wooton, 
though  innocent,  left  the  kingdom,  for  fear  of  being  in- 
volved in  the  fate  of  his  mafter,  and  lived  abroad  till  the 

death 
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''  Naunton  *,  OsBORN  f ,  Daniel  X  the  hifto- 
*^  rian,  and  feveral  others  who  writ  later  ;  but 
**  being  men  of  the  court,  and  affefting  the 
"  phrafes  then  in  fafhion,  they  are  often  eithei' 
*'  not  to  be  underftood,  or  appear  perfedly 
**  ridiculous. 

*'  What  remedies  are  to  be  applied  to  thefe 
**  evils,  I  hsfve  not  room  to  confider,  having,  I 
**  fear,  already  taken  up  moft  of  your  Paper. 
'*  Befides,  I  think  it  is  our  office  only  to  repre- 

^^ient 

death  of  Q^  Elizabeth.  In  this  interval  thcD.  ofTuf- 
cany  happily  employed  him  to  give  the  King  of  Scotland 
timeous  and  particular  information  of  a  plot  againft  his 
life.  Under  the  chara£l-er  of  an  Italian  gentleman,  and 
the  name  of  Oifavio  Baldly  Mr.  Wooton  difcharged  this 
commiffion,  to  the  fatisfadion  both  of  the  Dulce  and  his 
Majefty.  When,  trufting  to  the  merit  of  this  fervice,  he 
ventured  home  on  the  aeceffion  of  K.  James  to  the  throne 
of  England,  he  was  gracioufly  received,  knighted,  and 
employed  in  many  embaflies  and  foreign  negotiations  by 
that  king  ;  and  he  vi^as  aftervi^ards  befriended  by  his  fon  K. 
Charles  1.  Sir  Henry  appears  to  have  been  in  the  main  a 
good  and  a  religious  man;  but  his  appointments  not  being 
duly  paid,  and  being  himfelf  improvident,  and  a  bad  oeco- 
nomift,  he  became  inveigled  in  debt  and  difficulties,  from 
■which  he  never  feems  to  have  been  able  to  extricate  him- 
felf fufficiently.  He  died  at  Eton  in  1639, '"  ^^^  7^^  Y^^'" 
of  his  age,  and  was  buried  in  the  chapel  of  that  college^ 
Many  of  his  pieces  were  publifhed  after  his  death  under 
the  title  of  "  Reliquits  Wottoniancs  ;"  the  third  ed  tion  came 
out  in  1672,  and  the  fourth,  with  additions,  in  1685^ 
8vo;  but  this  book  does  not  contain  a  compleat  collec- 
tion of  his  writings.  See  BioGR.  Britan.  ^r/.  Wooton. 
*  Defcended  from  an  ancient  family  in  Suffolk,  and 
educated  a  fellow-commoner  of  Trinity  Col'ege  in  Cam- 
bridge,  and  afterwards  chofen  a  fellow  of  Trinity  Hall. 

When 


^»  230.        THE    TATLER. 


305 


"  fentabufes,  and  yours  to  redrefs  them.  I  am, 
*'  with  great  refpeci.  Sir, 

"  Your,  &c. 
Vol.  IV.  X  N°.  231. 

When  his  Uncle,  William  Afhby,  efq.  viras  fent  ambafiador 
from  Queen  Elizabeth  into  Scotland  in  the  year  1589,  he 
attended  him  thither,  probably  in  the  office  of  Secretary,  and 
v/as  fometimes  fent  by  him  on  affairs  of  truftand  importance 
t<j  the  court  of  England,  where  h-e  was  in  July  that  year, 
but  growing  difcontented  with  his  unfuccefsful  dependance 
on  courtiers^  he  refolved  to  haften  back  to  his  uncle;  to 
him  he  returned  in  the  beginning  of  the  month  following, 
and  he  continued  with  him  till  January  1589-90,  when  Mr. 
Afhby  was  revoked  from  his  embafl'y,  in  which  he  was  fuc- 
ceeded  by  Robert  Bowes,  efq.  Mr.  Naunton  was  in 
France  in  the  years  1596  and  1597,  ^"^  correfponded 
frequently  with  the  earl  of  Efiex,  who  does  not  appear 
to  have  had  interefl  enough  to  advance  him  to  any  civil 
pofl ;  for  which  reafon  it  is  probable,  that  after  his  lord- 
Ihip's  difgrace,  Mr.  Nauntok  retired  to  his  college,  and 
was  in  1601  ele61:ed  orator  of  the  Univerfity  of  Cambridge. 
However,  he  was  afterwards  called  forth  again  into  the 
world,  being  made  firft  Maflcr  of  the  Requefls,  then  Sur- 
veyor of  the  Court  of  Wards^  and  in  January  1617-18,  Se- 
cretary of  State,  and  at  lafl  Mafler  of  the  Court  of  Wards,' 
which  poft  he  refigned  in  March  1634-5,  and  died  in  thcr 
fame  month.  He  was  a  man  of  confiderable  learning,  and 
well  qualihed  for  political  affairs,  and  his  letters  contain 
many  curious  fails  and  jufl  obfervations  on  the  characters  of 
perfons  and  parties,  but  obfcured,  as  well  as  his  *'  Frag- 
menta  Regalia,"  by  an  affectation  of  flyle  lefs  frequent 
under  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth  than  her  immediate 
fuccellor.  See  Birch's  "  Memoirs  of  the  Reign  of  Queen 
Elizabeth,"  vol.  I.  p.  369.  He  was  buried  in  the  church 
of  Letheringham  in  Suffolk  ;  where  the  writer  of  this  note 
had  the  mortification,  in  Se,ptember  1785,  of  feeing  his 
mutilated  tomb,  with  feverai  of  the  refpectable  family  of 
WiNGFiELDj  overgrown  with  the  rankeil  jriettles,       N. 

*  Francis 


I 
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N*'  231.    Saturday,  September  30,  ij lo^. 
STEELE. 


Prmeipis  ohfta Ovid.  Renv.  Amor.  ver.  91, 

Prevent  the  growing  evil R.  Wynne, 

From  my  own  Apartment,  September  29. 

THERE  are  very  many  III  habits  that  might 
with   much   eafe  have  been  prevented,, 
which,  after  we  have  indulged  ourfelves  in  thent, 

*  Francis  Osborn,  younger  fon  of  Sir  Jc^lm  Osborn  of 
Chickfand  in  Bedfordihire,  was  born  about  the  year  1589, 
and  died  Feb.  11,  1658-9,  aged  about  70,  at  Neither- Wot- 
ton  in  Oxfordftiire,  in  the  houfe  of  William  Draper,  ^{i\, 
whofe  fifter  he  married.  He  wa»  the  author  of  "  Advice 
«  to  a  Son,"  &e. 

t  Samuel  DANiEh^  a  poet  and  hiftorian  in  the  reigns  of 
Queen  Elizabeth  and  James  1.  was  the  Ton  of  a  mufic- 
maiter,  and  born  at  Taunton  in  Somerfetfhire  in  1562. 
He  was  patronized  by  the  E.  of  Pembroke,  tutor  to  the 
Lady  Anne  Clifford,  fucceeded  Spencer  as  poet-laureate 
to  Q^  Elizabeth,  and  had  fome  preferments  at  court  in  the^ 
leign  of  K.  James  I.  Moft  of  his  dramatic  pieces  werp 
compofed  in  Old-ftreet,  near  London,  at  a  fmall  houfq^ 
and  garden  which  he  rented;  but  latterly  he  retired  to  a 
farm  of  his  own  at  Beckington  in  Somerfetfhire,  where  he 
fpent  the  laft  part  of  his  life  in  a  piou^  and  contemplative 
manner,  and  dying  without  iil'ue,  h«  was  buried  there 
in  1619. 

become 
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become  incorrigible.  We  have  a  fort  of  pro- 
verbial exprellion  of,  "  Taking  a  woman  dowa 
in  her  wedding  (hoes,"  if  you  would  bring  her 
to  reafon.  An  early  behaviour  of  this  fort  had 
a  very  remarkable  good  efrefl  in  a  family, 
Vv^herein  1  was  feveral  years  an  intimate  ac- 
quaintance. 

A  gentleman  in  Lincolnflhire  had  four  daugh- 
ters, three  of  which  were  early  married  very 
happily  ;  but  the  fourth,  though  no  way  infe- 
rior to  any  of  her  fitters,  either  in  perfon  or  ac- 
complifhments,  had  from  her  infancy  difcovered 
fo  imperious  a  temper,  ufually  called  a  High 
SPIRIT, that  it  continuallymadegreat  uneafinefs 
in  the  family,  became  her  known  chara<51:er  in 
the  neighbourhood,  and  deterred  all  her  lovers 
from  declaring  themfelves.  However,  in  pro- 
cefs  of  time,  a  gentleman  of  a  plentiful  fortune 
and  long  acquaintance,  having  obferved  that 
qidcknejs  of  spirit  to  be  her  only  fault,  made 
his  addreffes,  and  obtained  her  confent  in  due 
form.  The  lawyers  finifhed  the  writings,  ia 
which,  by  the  way,  there  was  no  pin-money; 
and  they  were  married.  After  a  decent  time 
fpent  in  the  father's  houfe,  the  bridegroom  went 
to  prepare  his  feat  for  her  reception.  During 
the  whole  courfe  of  his  courtfhip,  though  a  man 
of  the  moft  equal  temper,  he  had  artificially  la* 
mentcd  to  her,  that  he  was  the  moft  paffionate 
creature  breathing.  By  this  one  intimation,  he 
at  once  made  her  underftand  Warm  of  temper 
to  be  what  he  ought  to  pardon  in  her,  as  well  as 

X  z  that 
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that  he  alarmed  her  againft  that  conftitution  in 
himfelf.  She  at  the  fame  time  thought  herfelf 
highly  obhged  by  the  compofed  behaviour 
which  he  maintained  in  her  prefence.  Thus  far 
he  with  great  fuccefs  foothed  her  from  being 
guihy  of  violences,  and  ftill  refolved  to  give  her 
fuch  a  terrible  apprehenfion  of  his  Fiery  spirit, 
that  flie  Ihould  never  dream  of  giving  way  to 
her  own.  He  returned  on  the  day  appointed 
for  carrying  her  home;  but.  inftead  of  a  coach 
and  fix  horfes,  together  with  the  gay  equipage 
fuitable  to  the  occafion,  he  appeared  without  a- 
fervant,  mounted  on  the  fkeleton  of  a  horfe, 
whichhishuntfmanhadjthedaybefore,  brought 
in  to  feaft  his  dogs  on  the  arrival  of  their  new 
miftrefe,  with  a  pillion  fixed  behind,  and  a  cafe 
of  piftols  before  himy  attended  only  by  a  favour- 
ite hound.  Thus  equipped,  he  in  a  very 
obliging, but  fomewhat  pofitive  manner,defircd 
his  Lady  to  feat  herfelf  on  the  cufhion;  which 
done,  away  they  crawled.  The  road  being  ob- 
ftru6led  by  a  gate,  the  dog  was  commanded  to 
open  it:  the  poor  cur  looked  up  and  wagged 
his  tail;  but  the  mafter,  to  fiievv  the  impatience 
of  his  temper,  drew  a  piftol,  and  ftiot  him.  dead.. 
He  had  no  fooner  done  it,  but  he  fell  into  a 
thoufand  apologies  for  his  unhappy  raflmefs^ 
and  begged  as  many  pardons  for  his  exceffes^ 
before  one  for  whom  he  had  fo  profound  a  re- 
fpeft.  Soon  after  their  Iteed  llumbied,  but 
with  fome  difficulty  recovered :  however,  the 
bridegroom  took  occalion  to  fwear,  if  h^  fright- 
ened 


N"  23  r.      THE    TAT  L  E  R.  309 

^ened   his  wife   fo   again   he  would  run  him 
through!  and  alas!    the  poor   animal   being 
410 w  almofl:  tked,  made  a  fecond  trip;  immedi- 
ately on  which  the  careful  hufband  alights^  and, 
with  great  ceremony  firft  takes  off  his  Lady, 
then  the  accoutrements,  draws  his  fword,  and 
iaves  the  huntfman  the  trouble  of  killing  him : 
then  fays  to  his  wife,  **  Child,  pr'ythee  take  up 
*'  the  faddlej"  which  (be  readily  did,  and  tug- 
ged it  home,'where  they  found  all  things  in  the 
greateft  orda^  Suitable  to  their  fortune  and  the 
prefent  occafion.     Some  time  after,  the  father 
of  the  Lady  gave  an  entertainment  to  all  his 
daughters  and  their  hufbands;  where,  when  the 
v/ives  were  retired,  and  the  gentlemen  pafling  a 
toaft  about,  our  laft  married  man  took  occafioa 
to  obferve  to  the  reft  of  his  brethren,  how- 
much,  to  his  great  fatisfaftion,  he  found  the 
world  miftaken,  as  to  the  temper  of  his  Lady, 
for  that  (he  was  the  rnoft  meek  and  humble  wo- 
man breathing.     The   applaufe  was    received 
with  a  loud  laugh:  but,   as  a  trial  which  of 
them  would  appear  the  moft  matter  at  home,  he 
propofed  they  {hould  all  by  turns  fend  for  their 
wives  down  to  them.    A  fervant  was  difpatched, 
and  anfwerwas  made  by  one,  *'  tell  him  I  will 
**  come  by-and-by;  and  another,    "  that  fhe 
**  would  come  when  the  cards  were  out  of  her 
"  hand;"  and  fo  on.     But  no  fooner  was  her 
hufband's  defife  whifpered  in  the  ear  of  our  laft 
married  lady,  but  the  cards  were  clapped  on  the 
};gble^  and  down  /he  comes  with  '*  my  dear, 
X  3  ^t  wo^ld 
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"  would  you  fpeak  with  me  ?'*  He  receives  her 
in  his  arms,  and  after  repeated  carefles,  tells 
her  the  experiment,  confefTes  his  good-nature, 
and  affures  her,  that  fince  flie  could  now  com- 
mand her  temper,  he  would  no  longer  oifguife 
his  own. 

I  received  the  following  letter  with  a  dozea 
of  wine,  and  cannot  but  dojuftice  to  the  liquor, 
and  give  my  teftimony,  *'  That  I  have  tried  it 
*'  upon  feveral  of  my  acquaintance,  who  were 
**  given  to  impertinent  abbreviations,  with  great 
**  fuccefs." 

*^  Mr.  BiCKERSTAFF, 

*'  I  fend  you  by  this  bearer,  and  not  per 
*'  bearer,  a  dozen  of  that  claret  which  is  to  be 
*'  fold  at  Garraway's  cofFee-houfe,  on  Thurfday 
^'  the  fifth  day  of  Oftober  next.  I  can  aflure 
*«  you  I  have  found  by  experience  the  efficacy 
*'  of  it,  in  amending  a  fault  you  complain  of  in 
*'  your  laft.  The  very  firft  draught  of  it  has 
*^  fome  efFecl  upon  the  fpeech  of  the  drinker, 
**  and  reftores  all  the  letters  taken  away  by  the 
*«  elifions  lb  juftly  complained  of.  Will  Ha- 
"  ZARD  was  cured  of  his  Hypocondria  by  three 
**  glaffes  ;  and  the  gentleman  who  gave  you  ari 
*«  account  of  his  lateindifpofition,  has  in  public 
**  com.pany,  after  the  firft  quart,  fpoke  every 
V  fyllable  of  the  word  Plenipotentiary. 

^*  Yours,  &c." 

N>232. 
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SSTaja.      Tuefday,  Odober  3,  171,0. 
STEELE. 


I 


From  my  own  Apartment,  061:ober  2, 

HAVE  received  the  following  letter  from 
my  unfortunate  old  acquaintance  the  Up- 
holfterer,  who  I  obferved,  had  long  abfented 
himfelf  from  the  bench  at  the  upper  end  of  the 
Mall.  Having  not  feen  him  for  fome  time,  I 
was  in  fear  I  ftiould  foon  hear  of  his  death ; 
efpecially  fince  he  never  appeared,  though  the 
noons  have  been  of  late  pretty  warm,  and  the 
councils  at  that  place  very  full  from  the  hour  of 
twelve  to  three,  which  the  fages  of  that  board 
^employ  in  conference,  while  the  unthinking  part 
of  mankind  are  eating  and  drinking  for  the 
fupport  of  their  own  private  perfons,  without 
any  regard  to  the  public. 

"  Sir, 
"  I  fhould  have  waited  on  you  very  fre- 
^*  quently  to  have  difcourfed  you  upon  fome 
*'  matters  of  moment,  but  that  1  love  to  be  well 
^*  informed  in  the  fubjeft  upon  which  I  confult 
^^  giy  friends,  before  I  enter  into  debate  with 

X  4  t'  them. 
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^'  them.  I  have  therefore,  with  the  utmoft  care 
*!  and  pains,  applied  myfelf  to  the  reading  all 
*'  the  writings  and  pamphlets  which  have  come 
**  out  fince  the  trial,  and  have  ftudied  night  and 
*'  day  in  order  to  be  mafter  of  the  whole  con-^ 
**  troverfy:  but  the  authors  are  fo  numerous, 
*'  and  the  ftate  of  affairs  alters  fo  very  faft,  that 
*VI  am  now  a  fortnight  behind-hand  in  my 
*'  reading,  and  know  only  how  things  flood 
"  twelve  days  ago.  I  wifh  you  would  enter  in- 
*'  to  thofe  ufeful  fubjefls;  for,  if  1  may  be  al- 
''  lowed  to  fay  fo,  thefe  are  not  times  to  jeft  in. 
*'  As  for  my  own  part,  you  know  very  well  that 
*'  I  am  of  a  public  fpirit,  and  never  regarded 
*'  my  own  intereft,  but  looked  further;  and  let 
**  me  tell  you,  that  while  fome  people  are  mind- 
"  ing  only  themfelves  and  families,  and  others 
<^  are  thinking  onlyof  their  owncountry,  things 
**  go  on  ftrangely  in  the  north.  I  forefee  very 
"  great  evils  arifnig  from  the  negleft  of  tranf- 
*'  aftions  at  a  didance  -,  for  which  reafon  I  am 
*'  now  writing  a  letter  to  a  friend  in  the  coun- 
*'  try,  which  I  defign  as  an  anfwer  to  the  Czar 
*^of  Mufcovy'^  letter  to  the  Grand  Seignor 
**  concerning  his  Majefty  qf  Syveden.  I  have 
•'  endeavoured  to  prove,  that  it  is  not  reafon- 
**  able  to  expeft  that  his  Swediih  Majefty  ftiould 
**  leave  Bender  without  forty  thqufand  men; 
**  and  1  have  added  to  this  an  apology  for  th^ 
*'  Collacks*  But  the  matter  multiplies  upon 
**  me,  and  1  grow  dim  with  much  writing  5 
^<  therefore  de'fire,  if  you  have  an  old  green  pair 
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?*  of  fpeftacles,  fuch  as  you  ufed  about  your 
*'  fiftieth  year,  that  you  would  fend  them  to  me  j 
««  as  alfo,  that  you  would  pleafe  to  defire  Mr. 
*'  MoRPHEw  to  fend  me  in  a  bufhel  of  coals  on 
"  the  credit  of  my  anfwer  to  his  Czarian  Ma- 
"jefty;  for  I  defign  it  fhall  be  printed  for 
*^  MoRPHEw,  and  the  weather  grows  fharp.  I 
*'  fhall  take  it  kindly  if  you  would  order  him 
"  alfo  to  fend  me  the  Papers  as  they  cqme  out. 
*'  If  there  are  no  frefh  pamphlets  publiflied,  I 
"  compute  that  I  fliall  know  before  the  end 
*'  of  next  month  what  has  been  done  in  town 
**  to  this  day.  If  it  were  not  for  an  ill  cuftom 
"  lately  introduced  by  a  certain  author,  of  talk- 
*«  ing  Latin  at  the  beginning  of  papers,  matters 
"  would  be  in  a  much  clearer  light  than  they 
"  are;  but,  to  our  comfort,  there  are  folid 
**  writers  who  are  not  guilty  of  this  pedantry. 
«'  The  Poft'Man  writes  like  an  angel.  The  M?- 
*'  derator  is  fine  reading.  It  would  do  you  no 
*'  harm  to  read  the  Pojl'Boy\N\\\v  attention;  he 
*'  is  very  deep  of  late.  He  is  inftruftive  ;  but 
"  I  confefs  a  little  fatirical:  a  (harp  pen!  he 
*'  cares  not  what  he  fays.  1  he  Examiner  is  ad- 
*«  mirable,  and  is  become  a  grave  and  fubftan- 
*^  tial  author.  But,  above  all,  I  am  at  a  lofs 
*'  how  to  govern  myfelf  in  my  judgement  of 
"  thofe  whofe  whole  writings  confift  in  interro- 
*'  gatories:  and  then  the  way  of  anfwering,  by 
«*  propofing  queftions  as  hard  to  them,  is  quite 
"  as  extraordinary.  As  for  my  part,  I  tremble 
|f  at  thefe  noveltie^;  we  expofe,  in  myopinion, 

-  '      "  our 
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«< 


'  our  affairs  too  much  by  it.   You  may  be  fure 

the  French  King  will  fpare  no  coft  to  come 
*'  at  the  reading  of  them.  I  dread  to  think  if 
**  the  fable  of  the  Blackbirds  fhould  fall  into 
**  his  hands.  But  I  fliall  not  venture  to  fay 
^'  more  until  I  fee  you.     In  the  mean  time, 

*'  I  am,  &c. 

"  P.  S.  I  take  the  Bender  letter  in  the  Exa- 
'*  MINER  to  be  fpurious." 

This  unhappy  correfpondent,  whofe  fantafli- 
cal  loyalty  to  the  King  of  Sweden  has  reduced 
him  to  this  low  condition  of  reafon  and  fortune, 
would  appear  much  moremonftrous  in  his  mad- 
nefs,  did  we  not  fee  in  crouds  very  little  above 
his  circurnftances  from  Jihe  fame  caufe,  a  paffion 
to  politics. 

It  is  no  unpleafant  entertainment  to  confider 
the  commerce  even  of  the  fexes  interrupted  by 
difference  in  ftate  affairs.  A  wench  and  her 
gallant  parted  laft  week  upon  the  words  z/;;//- 
mtted?i\\ApaJJive:  and  there  is  fuch  a  jargon  of 
terms  got  into  the  mouths  of  the  very  fiilieft  of 
the  women,  that  you  cannot  come  into  a  room 
even  among  thenqi,  but  you  find  them  divided 
into  Whig  and  Tory,  What  heightens  the  hu- 
mour is,  that  all  the  hard  words  they  know, 
they  certainly  fuppofe  to  be  terms  ufeful  in  the 
difputes  of  the  parties.  I  came  in  this  day 
where  two  were  in  very  hot  debate  -,  and  one  of 
them  propofcd  to  me  to  explain  to  them  what 
was  the  difference   between    circumcifton  and 

fred(iliit2ation* 
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fredefiinatioru  You  may  be  fure  I  was  at  a 
lofs ",  but  they  were  too  angry  at  each  other  to 
wait  for  my  explanation,  and  proceeded  to  lay 
open  the  whole  ftate  of  affairs,  inftead  of  the 
ufual  topics  of  drefs,  gallantry,  and  fcandal. 

I  have  often  wondered  how  it  fhould  be  pof« 
fible  that  this  turn  to  politics  fhould  fo  univer- 
fally  prevail,  to  the  exclufion  of  every  other 
fubjeft  out  of  converfation;  and,  upon  mature 
confideration,  find  it  is  for  want  of  difcourfe. 
Look  round  you  among  all  the  young  fellows 
you  meet,  and  you  fee  thofe  who  have  the  leaft 
relifh  for  books,  company,  or  pleafure,  though 
they  have  no  manner  of  qualities  to  make  them 
fucceed  in  thofe  purfuits,  Ihall  make  very  pafT- 
able  politicians.  Thus  the  mofl  barren  inven- 
tion fhall  find  enough  to  fay  to  make  one  ap- 
pear an  able  man  in  the  top  coffee-houfes.  It  is 
but  adding  a  certain  vehemence  in  uttering 
yourfelf,  let  the  thing  you  fay  be  never  fo  flat, 
and  you  fliall  be  thought  a  very  fenfible  man,  if 
you  were  not  too  hot.  As  love  and  honour  are 
the  nobleil  motives  of  life ;  fo  the  pretenders  to 
them,  without  being  animated  by  them,  are  the 
moft  contemptible  of  all  forts  of  pretenders. 
The  unjufl  affectation  of  any  thing  that  is  laud- 
able is  ignominious  in  proportion  to  the  worth 
of  the  thing  we  affect:  thus,  as  love  of  one's 
pountryis  the  moft  glorious  of  all  paffions,  to  fee 
the  moft  ordinary  tools  in  a  nation  give  them- 
selves airs  that  way,  without  any  one  good  qua- 
' lity 
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lity  in  their  own  life,  has  fomething  in  it  ro*- 
xnantic,  yet  not  fo  ridiculous  as  odious. 

Advertisement. 

"  Mr*  BiCKERSTAFF  has  received  Sylvia's 
**  letter  from  I'he  Bath,  and  his  fifter  is  fet  out 
*'  thither.  Tom  Frontley,  who  is  one  of  the 
*'  guides  for  the  town,  is  defired  to  bring  her 
**  into  company,  and  oblige  her  with  a  mention 
**  in  his  next  lampoon." 


N"*  233,      Thurfday,  Oftober  5,  1710, 
STEELE. 


.— — Stmt  cert  a  piacula,  qme  te 

^er  furl  le^o  poterunt  recreare  lihello, 

HoR.  I  Ep.  i.  36, 

And,  like  a  charm,  to  th'  upright  mind  and  pure^ 
If  thrice  read  o'er,  will  yield  a  certain  cure. 

R.  Wynne, 

From  my  own  Apartment,  October  4. 

WHEN  the  mind  has  been  perplexed  with 
anxious  cares  and  paf]ions,thebeft  me- 
thod of  bringing  it  to  itsufual  ftate  of  tranquil- 
lity is,  as  much  as  we  pofTibly  can,  to  turn  our 
thoughts  to  the  adverfities  of  perfons  of  higher 

confideratioi) 
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confideration  in  virtue  and  merit  than  ourfelves. 
By  this  means  all  the  little  incidents  of  our  own 
lives,  if  they  are  unfortunate,  feem  to  be  the  ef- 
fects of  juftice  upon  our  faults  and  indifcretions. 
When  thofe  w^hom  we  know  to  be  excellent,  and 
deferving  of  a  better  fate,  are  wretched,  we  can- 
not but  reiign  oui-feives,  whom  moft  of  us  know 
to  merit  a  much  worfe  ftate  than  that  we  are 
placed  in.  For  fuch,  and  many  other  occafions, 
there  is  one  admirable  relation  w^iich  one  might 
recommend  for  certain  periods  of  one's  life,  to 
touch,  comfort,  and  improve  the  heart  of  man, 
TuLLY  fays  fomewhere,  *'  the  pleafures  of  aa 
**  hufbandman  are  next  to  thofe  of  a  philofo- 
*'  pher/'  In  like  manner  one  may  fay,  for  me- 
thinks,  they  bear  the  fame  proportion  one  to 
another,  the  pleafures  of  humanity  are  next  tO' 
thofe  of  devotion.  In  both  thefe  latter  fatisfac- 
tions,  there  is  a  certain  humiliation  which  exalts 
the  foul  above  its  ordinary  ftate.  At  the  fame 
time  that  it  leflens  our  value  of  ourfelves,  it  en- 
larges our  eftimation  of  others.  The  hiftory  I 
am  going  tofpeak  of,  is  that  of  Joseph  in  Holy 
Writ,  which  is  related  with  fuch  majeftic  fim- 
plicity,  that  all  the  parts  of  it  ftrike  us  with 
ftrong  touches  of  nature  and  compaffion^  and 
he  muft  be  a  ftranger  to  both,  who  can  read  it 
with  attention,  and  not  be  overwhelmed  with  the 
viciffitudes  of  joy  and  forrow.  I  hope  it  will  not 
be  a  prophanation,  to  tell  it  one*s  own  way  here, 
that  they,  who  may  be  unthinking  enough  to  be 
more  frequently  readers  of  fuch  papers  as  this, 

than 
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than  of  Sacred  Writ,  maybe  advertifed,  that  the 
greatcft  pleafures  the  imagination  can  be  enter- 
tained with  are  to  be  found  there,  and  that  even 
the  ftyle  of  the  Scriptures  is  more  than  human. 
Joseph,  a  beloved  child  of  Israel,  became 
invidious  to  his  elder  brethren,  for  no  other  rea* 
fon  but  his  fuperior  beauty  and  excellence  of 
body  and  mind,  infomuch  that  they  could  not 
bear  his  growing  virtue,  and  let  him  live.  They 
therefore  confpire  his  death;  but  nature  pleaded 
fo  ftrongly  for  him  in  the  heart  of  one  of  them, 
that  by  his  perfuafion  theydetermined  rather  to 
bury  him  in  a  pit,  than  be  his  immediate  execu- 
tioners with  their  own  hands.  When  thus  much 
was  obtained  for  him,  their  minds  flillfoftened 
towards  him,  and  they  took  the  opportunity  of 
fome  paflengers  to  fell  him  into  Egypt.  Israel 
was  perfuaded  by  the  artifice  of  his  fons,  that 
the  youth  was  torn  to  pieces  by  wildbeafts:  but 
Joseph  was  fold  to  flavery,  and  ftill  expofed  to 
new  misfortunes,  from  the  fame  caufe  as  before, 
his  beauty  andhisvirtue.  Byafalfeaccufation  he 
was  committed  to  prifon;  but  in  procefs  of  time 
delivered  from  it,  in  confideration  of  his  wifdom 
and  knowledge,  and  made  the  governor  of  Pha- 
raoh's houfe.  In  this  elevation  of  his  fortune, 
his  brothers  were  fentinto  Egpyt,  to  buy  necef- 
faries  of  life  in  a  famine.  As  foon  as  they  ^re 
brought  into  his  prefence,  he  beholds,  but  he 
beholds  with  compaffion,  the  men  who  had  fold 
him  to  flavery,  approaching  him  with  awe  and 
reverence.  While  he  was  looking  over  his  bre- 
thren. 
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thren,  he  takes  a  refolution  to  indulge  himfelf 
in  the  pleafureof  ftirring  their  ?.ncl  his  own  af- 
fections, by  keeping  himfelf  concealed,  and  ex- 
amining into  the  circumftances  of  their  family. 
For  this  end,  with  an  air  of  feverity,  as  a  watch- 
ful minifter  to  Pharaoh,  he  accufes  them  as 
fpies,  who  are  come  into  Egypt  with  defigns 
againft  the  ftate.  This  led  them  into  the  ac« 
count  which  he  wanted  of  them,  the  condition 
of  their  ancient  father  and  little  brother,  whom 
they  had  left  behind  them.  When  he  had 
learned  that  his  brother  was  living,  he  demands 
the  bringing  him  to  Egypt,  as  a  proof  of  their 
veracity. 

But  it  would  be  a  vain  and  empty  endeavotir, 
to  attempt  laying  this  excellent  reprefentation  of 
the  paffions  of  man  in  the  fame  colours  as  they 
appear  in  the  Sacred  Writ,  in  any  other  man- 
ner, or  almoft  any  other  words,  than  thofe  made 
ufe  of  in  the  page  itfelf.  I  am  obliged  there- 
fore, to  turn  mydefigned  narration  rather  into  a 
comment  upon  the  feveral  parts  of  that  beauti- 
ful and  paflionate  fcene.  When  Joseph  expects 
to  fee  Benjamin,  how  natural  and  how  forcible 
is  the  reflection,  "  This  affliction  is  come  upon 
•'  us,  in  that  we  faw  the  anguidi  of  our  bro- 
**  therms  foui  without  pity !"  How  moving  milft 
it  be  to  Joseph  to  hear  Reuben  accufe  the  reft, 
that  ihey  would  not  hear  what  he  pleaded  in 
behalf  of  his  innocence  and  diftrefs!  He  turns 
from  them,  and  weeps  j  but  commands  his  paf- 
fion  fo  far  as  to  give  orders  for  binding  one  of 

them 


^ 
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them  in  the  prefence  of  the  reft,  while  he  at  lei- 
fure  obferved  their  different  fentiments  and  con- 
cern in  their  gefture  and  countenance.  When 
Benjamin  is  demanded  in  bondage  for  fteahng 
the  cup,  w^th  what  force,  and  what  refignation 
does  JuDAH  addrefs  his  brother  ! 

*'  In  what  words  fliall  I  fpcak  to  my  lord  ? 
"  with  what  confidence  can  I  fay  any  thing  ? 
*'  Our  guilt  IS  but  too  apparent ;  we  fubmit  to, 
"  our  fate.  We  are  my  lord's  fervants,  both  we 
*'  and  he  alfo  with  whom  the  cup  is  found.*' 
When  that  is  not  accepted,  how  pathetically 
does  he  recapitulate  the  whole  ftory  !  And  ap- 
proaching nearer  to  Joseph,  delivers  himfelf  as 
follows  ;  which,  if  we  fix  our  thoughts  upon 
the  relation  between  the  pleader  and  the  judge, 
it  is  impoffiblc  to  read  without  tears: 

"  Sir,  ^ 
*'  Let  me  intrude  fo  far  upon  you,  even  in 
**  the  high  condition  in  which  you  are,  and  the 
"  miferable  one  in  which  you  fee  me  and  my 
*'  brethren,  to  inform  you  of  the  circumftances 
*'  of  us  unhappy  men  that  proftrate  ourfelves 
**  before  you.  When  we  were  firft  examined  by 
*'  you,  you  enquired — for  what  reafon  my  lord 
*'  enquired  we  know  not — but  you  enquired, 
"  whether  we  had  not  a  father,  or  a  brother? 
"  We  then  acquainted  you,  that  we  had  a  fa- 
*'  ther,  an  old  man,  who  had  a  child  of  his 
*'  old  age,  and  had  buried  another  fon,  whom 
*'  he  had  by  the  fame  woman.  You  were 
"  pleafed  to  command  us  to  bring  the  child 

•'  he 
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**  he  had  remaining  down  to  you:  we  did  fo; 
*«  and  he  has  forfeited  his  liberty.  But  my  fa- 
*'  ther  faid  to  us,  You  know  that  my  wife  bare 
^'  me  two  fons ;  one  of  them  was  torn  in  pieces; 
y  if  mifchief  befal  this  alfo,  it  will  bring  my 
*«  grey  hairs  with  forrow  to  the  grave.  Ac- 
**  cept,  therefore,  oh  my  Lord !  me  for  your 
**  bondman,  and  let  the  lad  return  with  his 
"  brethren,  that  I  may  not  fee  the  evil  that 
*«  (hall  come  on  my  father."  Here  Joseph's 
paflion  grew  too  great  for  further  difgaife,  and 
he  reveals  himfelf  with  exclamations  of  trans- 
port and  tendernefs. 

After  their  recovery  from  their  firft  aftonifli- 
ment,  his  brethren  were  feized  with  fear  fof  the 
injuries  they  had  done  him;  but  how  generoufly 
does  he  keep  them  in  countenance,  and  makeaii 
apology  for  them:  "  Be  not  angry  with  your- 
•*  felves  for  felling  me  hither;  call  it  not  fo, 
'*  but  think  Providence  fent  me  .before  you  tq 
*<  preferve  life  !'* 

It  would  be  endlefs  to  go  through  all  the 
beauties  of  this  facred  narrative  ;  but  any  one 
who  fhall  read  it,  at  an  hour  when  he  is  difen- 
gaged  from  all  other  regards  or  interelts  thari 
what  arlfe  from  it,  will  feel  the  alternate  paffioii 
of  a  father,  a  brother,  and  a  fon,  fo  warm  in 
him,  that  they  will  incline  him  to  exert  himfelf 
in  fuch  of  thofe  charaflers  as  happen  to  be  his^, 
puch  above  the  ordinary  courfe  of  his  life. 
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N'  234.     Saturday,  0£lober  7,  1710, 
STEELE. 


From  my  own  Apartment,  Oflober  6. 

I  HAVE  reafon  to  believe,  that  certain  of  my 
contemporaries  have  madeufeof  an  art  I 
fome  time  ago  profefled,  of  being  often  dejign- 
edly  dull^'y  and  for  that  reafon  fhall  not  exert 
myfelfwhen  I  fee  them  lazy.  He  that  has  fo 
much  to  ftruggle  with,  as  the  man  v^ho  pretends 
to  cenfure  others,  muft  keep  up  his  fire  for  an 
onfet,  and  may  be  allowed  to  carry  his  arms  a 
little  carelefsly  upon  an  ordinary  march.  This 
Paper  therefore  (liall  be  taken  up  by  my  corre- 
fpondents,  two  of  which  have  fent  me  the  two 
following  plain,  but  fenfible  and  honeft  letters, 
upon  fubjefts  no  lefs  important  than  thofe  of 
Education  and  Devotion. 

"  S  I  R  f, 
"  I  am  an  old  man  retired  from  all  acquaint- 
**  ance  with  the  town,  but  what  1  have  from 

*«  your 

*  See  Tat.  N«  38,  adv.  and  N°  230. 
t  Mr.   James  Greenwood,  author  of  the  "  Eflay  to- 
v/afds  a  practical   Englifh  Grammar,"   and   teacher  of  a 

boarding- 
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**  your  Papers,  not  the  worft  entertainment  of 
**  my  folitude;  yet  being  ftill  a  well-wifher  to 
*'  my  country,  and  thecommonwealthof  learn- 
^^  mgia  qua  confiteor  nullam  cetatis  me ce  partem 
'*  abborruije)^  and  hoping  the  plain  phrafe  in 
•**  writing  that  was  current  in  my  younger  days 
^*  would  have  lafted  for  my  time,  I  was  ftartled 
^'  at  the  picture  of  modern  pohtenefs,  tranfmit- 
*'  ted  by  your  ingenious  correfpondent,  and 
Y  2  .  "  grieved 

boarding- fchool  at  Woodford  In  Eflex,  was   probably  the 
author   of   this  letter.      $ee   Tat.  in    6   vols.  vol.    VI* 

Greenwood's  valuable  *'  EfTay,'*  &c.  has  notes  to  it, 
but  the  Grammar  announced  as  in  the  prefs,  in  the  fequel 
of  this  letter,  feems  to  have  been  a  very  good  book,  printed 
for  John  Brightland,  under  the  title  of  "  A  Grammar  of 
the  Englifh  Tongue,  with  Notes,"  &c.  certainly  publifhed 
much  about  this  time,  though,  after  the  ufual  manner  of 
bookfellers,  it  bears  on  the  title-page  the  date  of  171T. 
To  this  laft  Grampiar  prefixed  or  annexed,  there  was  one 
leaf  at  leaft,  which  is  wanting  in  the  copy  now  open  before 
the  writer  of  this  note.  On  one  page  was  engraven  the  head 
of  C  ATO  the  Cenfory'm  compliment,  as  theAnnotator  thought, 
to  Steele  in  thecharader  of  Bickerstaffj  and  from  the 
other  he  copied  faithfully  the  following  recommendation 
of  the  book.  ^*  This  treatife  being  fubmitted  to  my 
"  cenfure,  that  I  may  pafs  it  with  integrity  I  muft  declare, 
«'  — That  as  Grammar  in  general  is  on  all  hands  allowed 
"  the  foundation  of  all  Arts  and  Sciences,  {q  it  appears  to 
*'  me,  that  this  Grammar  of  the  Englifh  Tongue  has  done 
*'  that  juflice  to  our  Language,  which  till  now  it  never  obr 
"  tained.  The  text  will  improve  the  moft  ignorant,  and 
f  the  notes  will  employ  the  mofl  learned.  1  therefore  en- 
*' join  all  my  female  correfpondents  to  buy  and  fludy  this 
f?  Grammarj  that  their  letters  may  be  fomething  lefs  enig- 
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**  grieved  to  fee  our  fterling  Englijh  language 
**  fallen  into  the  hands  of  Clippers  and  Coin- 
**  ers.  That  mutilated  epiftle,  confifting  of 
"  HippOy  Rep's,  and  fuch  like  enormous  curtail- 
*'  ings,  was  a  mortifying  fpeftacle,  but  with  the 
*'  referve  of  comfort  to  find  this,  and  other 
"  abufes  of  our  mother  tongue  fo  pathetically 
"  complained  of,  and  to  the  proper  perfon  for 
"  redrefling  them,  the  Censor  of  Great- 
/'  Britain. 

"  He  had  before  reprefented  the  deplorable 
*'  ignorance  that  for  feveral  years  pad  has 
*^  reigned  amongft  our  Englifh  writers,  the  great 
*'  depravity  of  our  tafte,  and  continual  corrup- 
«*  tion  of  our  ftyle.  But  Sir,  before  you  give 
«*  yourfelf  the  trouble  of  prefcribing  remedies 
**  forthefe  diftempers,  which  you  own  will  re- 
*«  quire  the  greateft  care  and  application,  give 
*'  me  leave,  having  long  had  my  eye  upon  thefe 
**  mifchiefs,  and  thoughts  exercifed  about  them, 
*'  to  mention  what  I  humbly  conceive  to  be  the 
*^  caufe  of  them,  and  in  your  friend  Horace's 
**  words,  ^0  fonte  dcrhata  clades  in  patriam 
y  populumque  Jiuxii. 

*'  I  take  our  corrupt  ways  of  writing  to  pro- 
<«  ceed  from  the  miftakes  and  wrong  meafures 

*'  matlc;  and  on  all  my  male  correfpondents  likewife,  who 
«'  make  no  confcience  of  falfe  fpelling  and  falfe  Englifli, 
*'  1  lay  the  fame  injundlion,  on  pain  of  having  their  epi- 
*«  ftles  expofed  in  their  own  proper  drefs,  in  my  Lucubra- 
*f  tkm,''     Isaac  Bickerstaff,  Cenfor, 

■      .  *'in 


N"234-        THE    TATLEk.  325 

*'  in  ourcornmon  methods  of  Education,  which 
**  I  always  looked  upon  as  one  of  our  national 
•*  grievances,  and  a  Angularity  that  renders  us, 
'*  no  lefs  than  our  fituation. 

—  Penitus  toto  divifos  or  he  Britannos, 

ViRG.  I  Eel.  67. 

A  race  of  men  from  all  the  world  disjoined. 

Dryden. 

*'  This  puts  me  upon  confulting  the  moft  ce- 
**  lebrated  critics  on  that  fubjeft,  to  compare 
**  our  practice  with  their  precepts,  and  find 
«'  where  it  was  that  we  came  fhort,  or  went 
**  wide. 

"  But  after  all,  I  found  our  cafe  required 
"  fomething  more  than  thefe  dodors  had  di» 
**  reded,  and  the  principal  defedl  of  our  EngUJh 
*'  difciplineto  lie  in  the  initiatory  part,  which,- 
*'  although  it  needs  the  greateft  care  and  fkill, 
"  is  ufually  left  to  the  condu6t  of  thofe  blind 
**  guides,  'VIZ,  Chance,  and  Ignorance. 

"  I  fhall  trouble  you  with  but  a  fingle  in- 
**  fiance, purfuant  to  what  your  fagacious  friend 
**  has  faid,  that  he  could  furnilh  you  with  a 
*'  catalogue  of  Englifh  books,  which  would  coft 
*'  you  an  hundred  pounds  at  firft  hand,  where- 
**  in  you  could  not  find  ten  lines  together  of 
*'  common  Grammar ;  which  is  a  necelfary  con- 
"  fequence  of  our  mifmanagement  in  that  pro- 
**  vince. 

*^  For  can  anything  be  moreabfurd  than  our 
**  way  of  proceeding  in  this  part  of  literature? 

Y  3  !!  To 
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"  To  pu(h  tender  wits  into  the  Intricate  mazes  of 
"  grammar,  and  a  Lati7i  Grammar?  Tolearnan 
"  unknown  art  by  an  unknown  tongue?  To 
*'  carry  them  a  dark  round  about  way  to  let 
"  them  in  at  a  back-door?  Whereas  by  teach- 
*^  ingthemfirft  the  Grammar  of  their  M?/y&fr- 
«  Tongue  fo  eafy  to  be  learned,  their  advance 
«*  to  the  Grammars  ofLatimnd  Greek  would  be 
**  gradual  and  eafy;  but  our  precipitate  way  of 
*^  hurrying  them  over  fuch  a  gulph,  before  we 
*'  have  built  them  a  bridge  to  it,  is  a  fhock  to 
**  their  weak  underftandings,  which  they  fel- 
**  dom,  or  very  late,  recover.  In  the  mean 
"  time  we  wrong  nature,  and  flander  infants, 
**  who  want  neither  capacity  nor  will  to  learn, 
"  until  we  put  them  upon  fervice  beyond  their 
5*  ftrength;  and  then  indeed  we  balk  them. 

**  The  liberal  Arts  and  Sciences  are  all  beauti- 
**  ful  as  the  Graces;  nor  has  Grammar,  the  fe- 
"  vere  mother  of  all,  fo  frightful  a  face  of  her 
**  own;  it  is  the  vizard  put  upon  it  thatfcares 
"  children.  She  is  made  to  fpeak  hard  words, 
**  that  to  them  found  like  conjuring.  Let  her 
"  talk  intelligibly,  and  they  will  liften  to  her. 

"  In  this,  I  think,  as  on  other  accounts,  we 
**  ihewourfelves  true  Britons,  always  overlook- 
**  ing  our  natural  advantages.  It  has  been  the 
*^  praftice  of  the  wifeft  nations  to  learn  their 
«  own  language  by  ftated  rules,  to  avoid  the 
«'  confufion  that  would  follow  from  leaving  it  to 
*l  vulgar  ufe»  Our Englifli  Tongue,  fays  a  learned 

**  man. 
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"  man,  is  the  moft  determinate  in  its  conftruc- 
"  tion,  and  reducible  to  the  feweft  rules;  what- 
**  ever  language  has  lefs  Grammar  in  it,  is  not 
**  intelligible;  and  whatever  has  more,  all  that 
"  it  has  more  is  fuperfluous;  for  which  reafons 
•*  he  would  have  it  made  the  foundation  of 
**  learning  Latin,  and  all  other  Languages. 

.  '^  To  fpeak  and  write  without  abfurdity  the 
V*  Language  of  one's  country  is  commendable  ia 
*'  perfons  of  all  ftations,  and  to  fome  indifpen- 
*'  fably  neceflary ;  and  to  this  purpofe  I  would 
**  recommend,  above  all  things,  the  having  a 
"  Grammar  of  our  Mother- tongue  firft  taught 
•*  in  our  fchools,  which  would  facilitate  our 
**  youths  learning  their  Latinand  Greek Gram- 
"  mars,  v/ithfparetime  for  Arithmetic,  Aftro- 
**  nomy,  Cofmography,  Hiftory,  &c.  that  would 
*'  make  them  pafs  the  fpring  of  their  life  with 
"  profit  and  pleafure,  that  is  now  miferably 
**  ipent  in  ^r^/;^/;2^//V^/ perplexities. 

"  But  here,  methinks,  I  fee  the  reader  fmile,' 
"  and  ready  to  afk  me,  as  the  lawyer  did  fextoa 
**  Diego  on  his  bequeathing  rich  legacies  to 
**  the  poor  of  the  parifh,  where  are  thefe  mighty 
"  fums  to  be  raifed?  Where  is  there  fuch  a 
<*  Grammar  to  be  had?  I  will  not  anfwer  as  he 
"did,  'Even  where  your  Worfhip  pleafes/ 
•'  No,  it  is  our  good  fortune  to  have  fuch  a 
"  Grammar,  with  notes,  now  in  the  prefs,  and 
•'  to  be  publifhed  next  term. 

''  I  hear 
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•*  I  hear  It  is  a  chargeable  work,  and  vvifh  the 
*'  publilher  to  have  cuftomers  of  all  that  have 
**  need  of  fuch  a  book;  yet  fancy  that  he  can- 
*'  not  be  much  a  fufFerer,  if  it  is  only  bought 
"  by  all  that  have  more  need  for  it  than  they 
"  think  they  have. 

*'  A  certain  author  brought  a  poem  to  Mr. 
*'  Cowley,  for  his  perufal  and  judgement  of 
**  the  performance,  which  he  demanded  at  the 
"  next  vifit  with  a  poetafter's  aflurance  ;  and 
*«  Mr.  Cowley,  with  his  ufual  modefty,  defired 
*^  that  he  would  be  pleafed  to  look  a  little  to 
*'  the  Grammar  of  it.  *  To  the  Grammar  of  it  !* 
**  What  do  you  mean  Sir,  would  you  fend  me 

**  to  fchool  again  ?  '  Why,  Mr.  H ,  would 

*'  it  do  you  any  harm  ?* 

*'  This  put  me  on  confidering  how  this  voy- 
*'  age  of  literature  may  be  made  with  more 
*«  fafety  and  profit,  expedition  and  delight;  and 
*'  at  laft,  for  compleating  fo  good  a  fervice,  to 
"  requeft  your  direftions  in  fo  deplorable  a 
*«  cafe ;  hoping  that,  as  you  have  had  compaf- 
**  fionon  our  overgrown  coxcombs  in  concerns 
**  of  lefs  confequence,  you  will  exert  your  cha- 
**  rity  towards  innocents,  and  vouchfafe  to  be 
*'  Guardian  tothe  Children  and  Youth  of  Great- 
«*  BRiTAiNinthisimportantafFairof  Education, 
"  wherein  miftakes  and  wrong  meafures  have  fo 
"  often  occafioned  their  averfion  to  books,  that 
!^*  had  otherwife  proved  the  chief  ornament  and 

"  pleafure 
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*^  pleafure  of  their  life.     I  am,  with  fincereft 
*«  refpecl,  Sir,  Yours,  &c.'l 

^'  Mr.  BiCKERSTAFP,         St.  Clement's ;  Od.  5. 

^*  I  obferve,  as  the  feafon  begins  to  grow  cold, 
**  fo  does  people's  Devotion  ;  infomuch,  thatin- 
*'  ftead  of  filling  the  churches,  that  united  zeal 
"  might  keep  one  warm  there,  one  is  left  to 
"  freeze  in  almoft  bare  walls  by  thofe  who  in 
*'  hot  weatheraretroublefome  the  contrary  way. 
**  This  Sir,  heeds  a  regulation  that  none  but 
*'  you  can  give  to  it,  by  caufing  thofe  who  ab- 
*'  fent  themfelves  on  account  of  weather  only 
"  this  winter-time,  to  pay  the  apothecaries  bills 
"  occafioned  by  coughs,  catarrhs,  and  other 
**  diftempers,  contraSed  by  fitting  in  empty 
"  feats.  Therefore,  to  you  I  apply  myfelf  for 
**  redrefs,  having  gotten  fuch  a  cold  on  Sunday 
**  was  fevennight,  that  has  brought  rre  almoft  to 
"  your  Worfhip's  age  from  fixty,  within  lefs 
"  than  a  fortnight  *.     I  am, 

**  Your  Worfhip's  in  all  obedience, 

*'  W.  E." 

*  Isaac  Bickerstaff,  efq,.  was,  at  this  time,  aged 
about  64.  See  Tat.  N**  89.  note.  Steele  was,  in  reality, 
about  four  years  younger  than  his  friend  Addison,  who 
in  1 7 10  was  38. 

N.  B.  Mr.  Greenwood's  letter  curtailed  in  this  paper, 
is  printed  at  length  in  the  preface  to  the  3d.  edition  of  his 
"  K flay  towards  a  pradical  English  Grammar'\  See 
alfo.  Tat.  with  notes  cr.  Svo.  i}86.  Vol.  VI.  p.  I53, 
No.    234. 

N'235. 
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N^  235.  Tuefday,  October  10,  i7io. 
STEELE*. 


Sett  Genius^  natale  comes  qui  temperat  ajlnim. 

HoR.  2  Ep.  lu  187. 

But  whence  thefe  turns  of  inclination  rofe, 
The  Genius  this,  the  God  of  Nature,  knows: 
That  myftic  Power,  which  our  adlions  guides. 
Attends  our  ftars,  and  o'er  our  lives  prcfides. 

Francis. 

From  my  own  Apartment,  Odober  9. 

AMONG  thofe  inclinations  which  are  com- 
mon to  all  men,  there  is  none  more  unac- 
countable than  that  unequal  love  by  which  pa- 
rents 

*  This  Paper  is  afcribed  to  Steele,  as  in  all  cafes  of 
uncertainty,  but  was  written  probably  by  Addison.  The 
reader  muft  judge  for  himfejf,  whether  he  thinks  there  is  any 
thing  in  the  Paper  irreconcileable  to  this  fuppofition.  In 
the  laft  paragraph  but  one,  there  is  a  very  pleafing  and  ho- 
nourable allufion  to  Addison's  father,  who  had,  as  is  there 
faid,  "  three  fonsand  one  daughter."  liy  all  accounts  he 
was  a  very  wife  and  good  man,  and  very  probably  laid 
down  the  rule,  and  laudable  example  of  judicious  paternal 
afFe<Slion  fo  honourably  recorded,  and  fo  juftly  recommended 
in  this  Paper, 
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rents  diftinguifli  their  children  from  each  other. 
Sometimes  vanity  and  felf-love  appear  to  have  a 

fhare 

In  the  MSS.  Birch.  4221,  it  is  faid^  that  Dr.  Lancelot 
Addifon,  the  Ton  of  a  clergyman  of  both  thefe  names,  chap- 
Iain  to  Cha.  II.  and  dean  of  Lichfield,  would  have  pro- 
bably been  a  bifliop  if  he  had  lived  longer.  He  lived,  hov/- 
ever,  to  the  age  of  71,  and  at  his  death,  in  1703,  left  three 
fons;  I.  Joseph,  vi^ho  pays  here  this  dutiful  tribute  of  filial 
affection  to  his  memory;  2.  Gulston,  who  died  governor 
of  Fort-George  in  the  Eaft  Indies;  3.  Lancelot,  who 
was  firft:  entered  in  Qijeen's  College,  and  afterwards  Mafter 
of  Arts  and  Fellow  of  Magdalen  College  in  Oxford;  and 
cne  daughter^  Dorothy,  firlt  married  to  Dr.  Sartre,  for* 
merly  Minifter  of  Montpelier,  and  afterwards  prebend- 
ary of  Weftminfter  ;  and,  fecondly,  to  Daniel  Combes,  efq. 

"  I  dined  to-day  with  Addison  and  Steele,  and  a fijicr 
**  of  Mr,  Addison,  who  is  married  to  one  Monf.  Sartre, 
•'  a  Frenchman,  prebendary  of  Weftminfter,  who  has  a 
"  delicious  houfe  and  garden;  yet  I  thought  it  was  a  fort 
*'  of  monaftic  life  in  thofe  cloifters,  and  I  liked  Laracor 
*'  better.  Addison's  fifter  is  a  fort  of  a  wit,  very  like 
'*  him.  I  am  not  fond  of  her,"  &c.  Swift's  ''  Works," 
crown  8vo.  vol.  XXII.  p.  53,  06V.  25,  1710. — James  de 
Sartre,  M.  A.  prebendary  of  Weftminfter,  died  Sept.  30^ 
17 1 3,  and  was  buried  in  the  Abbey.  His  widow,  who  died 
March  2,  1750,  left  her  eftare,  after  the  payment  of  fome 
legacies,  for  the  ereiSlion  of  a  monument  for  her  brother  ia 
Weftminfter-Abbey.     See  Guard.  N2  152,  note. 

The  Do6tor,  after  the  death  of  Addison's  mother,  mar- 
ried a  fecond  wife,  by  whom  he  had  no  ift'ue;  he  was  the 
author  of  feveral  books,  a  copious  account  of  which,  with 
the  particulars  of  his  life,  the  curious  reader  will  find  in 
the  *'  General  Didionary,"  or  in  the  Biogr.  Brit.  art. 
Addison  [Lancelot], 

This  worthy  man  lived  to  fee  hi^eldeft  fon,  Joseph,  \n 
the  foremoft  ranks  of  wit  and  literature,  and  rifing,  as  he 
afterwards  did,  to  higher  honour,  to  more  extenfive  ufeful- 
i.efs,  and  to  fuperior  celebrity.  At  the  date  of  this  Paper, 
feven  years  after  the  death  of  his  father,  Addison  was  ftill 

a  ba- 
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Ihare  towards  this  efFedl;  and  in  other  inftances 
1  have  been  apt  to  attribute  it  to  mere  inftind ; 

but, 

abachelor;  and  when  in  1716,  after  a  long  and  afliduous 
coiirtfhip,  he  fucceeded  in  gratifying  his  ambition,  and  per- 
kaps  his  love,  by  marrying  the  Countefs  of  Warwick, 
daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  Middleton  of  Chirk-Caftle  in 
Denbigfliire,  and  grand-daughter  of  Sir  Orlando  Bridg- 
man,  keeper  of  the  great  feal,  he  embraced  a  cloud  inftead 
of  Juno,  and,  for  the  three  remaining  years  of  his  life,  pro- 
bably regretted  this  change  of  his  condition.  It  cannot 
be  concealed  or  denied,  that,  from  difcontent  and  domeftic 
vexation,  he  had  too  frequent  recourfe  to  the  bottle,  in  the 
life  of  which  he  had  been  accuftomed  to  indulge  himfelf,  ra- 
ther over-freely  before.  It  is  reported,  and  not  on  ill  autho- 
rity, that  even  his  friend  Steele,  who  had  a  better  confti- 
tution,  who  could,  without  much  injury  to  himfelf,  drink 
a  great  deal,  and  generally  drank  too  much,  was,  not  fel- 
dom,  in  danger  of  being  paft  converfmg  before  he  could 
drink  Addison  up  to  his  converfation-pitch. 

A  canker  at  the  root  of  domeftic  fociety  muft  neceflarily 
create  fuch  fenfible  and  extenfive  uneafinefs,  as  embitters 
all  the  pleafures,  and  aggravates  all  the  forrows  of  life.  It 
is  therefore  probable,  that  Addison's  elevation  to  the  de- 
partment of  fecretary  of  ftate,  which  was  fubfequent  to  his 
marriage^  made  no  acceffion  to  his  credit^  or  to  his  happi- 
jiefs.  Whether  it  was  that  his  talents  were  not  fuited  to 
this  employment,  or  that  he  was  too  fcrupulous  in  compo- 
fition  for  the  difpatch  of  bufinefs,  or  whether  at  that  time 
the  duty  of  the  place  was"  too  complex  and  cumberfome 
for  fo  weakly  a  conftitution,  it  is  certain  he  fat  very  late 
at  his  office,  and  that  there,  and  at  Button's,  he  fhortened 
his  life  and  his  forrows,  by  an  immoderate  ufe  of  Canary 
wine,  and  Barbadoes  water.  This  annotator  has  been  in- 
formed, that  Jacob  Tonfon  boafted  of  paying  his  court,, 
not  unfuccefsfully,  by  inventing  excufes  for  requeftlng  a 
glafs  of  the  laft  mentioned  liquor,  in  order  to  furnifh  the 
Secretary  with  an  opportunity,  and  an  apology,  for  indulg- 
ing his  own  inclination. 

Addison 
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but  however  that  is,    we  frequently  fee  the 
child,  that  has  been  beholden  to  neither  of  thefe 

impulfes 

Addison  had  only  one  daughter  by  the  countefs  of  War- 
wick, fothat  he  had  no  temptation  to  indulge  the  mifchie- 
vous  partiality  condemned  in  this  Paper,  nor  any  occafion 
to  prailife  the  very  commendable  rule  and  example  of  his 
father.  This  child  was  deprived  of  her  illuftrious  parent 
by  death  in  1719,  while  fhe  was  yet  an  infant ;  and  having 
herielf  no  knowledge  of  his  merit,  was  bred  up,  it  feems, 
with  little  veneration  for  his  memory.  A  very  refpedlablc 
lady,  who  was  educated  with  her  at  the  fame  boarding- 
fchool,  alTured  this  writer,  that  (lie  was  there  diftinguifhed 
by  her  marked  diflike  to  his  writings,  and  her  unconquer- 
able averfion  to  the  perufal  of  them.  It  appears,  therefore, 
that  fhe  difcovered  very  early  in  life  as  great  an  unlikenefs 
and  inferiority  to  Addison  in  refpecSt  of  filial  fentiment,  as 
fhe  is  faid  to  do  in  point  of  underftanding.  This  lady  isjiill 
alive,  and  has  now^  the  annotator  has  been  aflured,  a  great 
revcnnce  for  her  father  s  memory,  and  a  fuitahle  regard  for  his 
wriiings.   Aug.    18,   1 789.      Ag. 

Much  of  this  note  has  been  written  with  relu<5lance  and 
regret;  though  in  the  main,  it  is  corroborated  by  Sir  John 
Hawkins  and  Dr.  Johnfon,  and  rendered  fufficiently  cre- 
dible by  their  relations!.  Of  their  accuracy  in  this,  and 
many  Other  inftances,  the  annotator,  in  the  courfe  of  his 
enquiries,  has  found  abundant  reafon  to  be  fatisfa£lorily 
convinced.  The  preceding  note  is  not,  however,  taken 
from  them,  nor  relied  altogether  on  their  authorities.  It 
refts  ultimately  on  the  teftim£)nies  of  two,  the  annotator 
thinks,  of  three  of  Addison's  contemporaries,  who  had 
the  beft  opportunities  of  being  vy^ell  informed,  and  to  whofe 
veracity  and  candour,  jf  the  writer  was  at  liberty  to  name 
them^  there  would  t>e  no  obje6tion.  They  had,  iri  the 
main,  very  favourable  Opinions  of  Addison's  character, 
fyitablereg3rd§  for  his  memory,  and  felt,  as  the  annotator 
does  how,  cmicus  Plato,  afnicus  Arifioteles,  fed  magis  arnica  Ve~ 
riias.  One'Or  two  of  the  company  prefent  when  this  in- 
formation was  giyen,  probably  rememberj   and  can  vouch 
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impulfes  in  his  parents,  In  fpite  of  being  neg- 
le:ied,  fnubbed,  and  thwarted  at  home,  acquire 
a  behaviour  which  raakes  him  as  agreeable  to 
all  the  reft  of  the  world,  as  that  of  every  one 
elfe  of  their  family  is  to  each  other.  I  fell  into 
this  way  of  thinking  from  an  intimacy  which  I 
have  with  a  very  good  houfe  in  our  neighbour- 
hood, where  there  are  three  daughters  of  a  very 
different  charader  and  genius.  The  eldeft  has 
a  great  deal  of  wit  and  cunning;  the  fecond  has 
good  fenfe,  but  no  artifice;  the  third  has  much 
vivacity,  but  little  underftanding.  The  firft  is 
a  fine,  but  fcornful  woman;  the  fecond  is  not 
charming,  but  very  winning;  the  third  is  no 
way  commendable,  but  very  defirable.  The 
father  of  thefe  young  creatures  was  ever  a  great 
pretender  to  wit,  the  mother  a  woman  of  as 
much  coquetry.  This  turn  in  the  parents  has 
biafled  their  affedions  towards  their  children. 
The  old  man  fuppofes  the  eldeft  of  his  own  ge- 
nius; and  the  mother  looks  upon  the  youngefl: 
as  herfelf  renewed.  By  this  means,  all  the  lo- 
vers that  approach  the  houfe  are  difcarded  by 
the  father,  for  not  obferving  Mrs,  Mary's  wit 
and  beauty  3  and  by  the  mother,  for  being  blin4 

for  the  truth  of  thefe  fa£^s,  but  the  annotator  conceives^ 
they  are  no  more  at  liberty  than  he  is,  to  difclofe  the  names 
of  theoriginal'communicators.  Many  curious  notes  and  il- 
luftrautions  derived  from  this  fource,  and  obligingly  given 
both  viva  voce  and  in  writing,  are  recorded  with  religious 
fidelity  in  the  courfe  of  this  vvork. 

Equidem  plura  tranfcriho  quam  credo ;  7;^ot  nec  offirmare  fuji:^ 
mods  quibus  dubiiOy  nec  fubducere  qua  accept, 

to 
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to  the  mien  and  air  oi Mrs,  Biddy.  Come  ne-^ 
ver  fo  many  pretenders,  they  are  not  fufped:- 
cd  to  have  the  leaft  thought  of  Mrs.  Betty, 
the  middle  daughter.  Betty  therefore,  is 
mortified  into  a  woman  of  a  great  deal  of  merit, 
and  knows  fhe  muft  depend  on  that  only  for  her 
advancement.  The  middlemoft  is  thus  the  fa- 
vourite of  all  her  acquaintance,  as  well  as  mine; 
while  the  other  two  carry  a  certain  infolence 
about  them  in  all  conveifations,  and  expe6t  the 
partiality  which  they  meet  with  at  home  to  at- 
tend them  where-ever  they  appear.  So  little 
^o  parents  underftand  that  they  are,  of  all 
people,  the  leaft  judges  of  their  children's  me- 
rit, that  what  they  reckon  fuch  is  feldom  any 
thing  elfe  but  a  repetition  of  their  own  faults 
and  nifirmities. 

There  is,  methinks,  fome  excufe  for  being 
particular,  when  one  of  the  offspring  has  any  de- 
feat in  nature.  In  this  cafe,  the  child,  if  we 
may  fo  fpeak,  is  fo  much  the  longer  the  child 
of  its  parents,  and  calls  for  the  continuance  of 
their  care  and  indulgence  from  the  flcwnefs  of 
its  capacity,  or  the  weaknefs  of  its  body.  But 
there  is  no  enduring  to  fee  men  enamoured  only 
at  the  fight  of  their  own  impertinencies  re- 
peated, and  to  obferve,  as  we  may  fometimes, 
that  they  have  a  fecret  diflike  of  their  children 
for  a  degeneracy  from  their  very  crimes.  Com- 
mend me  to  Lady  Goodly  ;  {he  is  equal  to  all 
her  own  children,  but  prefers  them  to  thofe  of 
all  the  world  befide.  My  lady  is  a  perfect  hen 
'      '.  ia 
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in  the  care  of  her  brood;  fhe  fights  and  fquab- 
bles  with  all  that  appear  where  they  come,  bat 
is  wholly  unbiafled  in  difpenfing  her  favours 
among  them.  It  is  no  fmall  pains  fhe  is  at  to 
defame  all  the  young  women  in  her  neighbour- 
hood, by  vifits,  whifpers, intimations,  and  hear- 
fays  5  all  which  fhe  ends  with  thanking  heaven, 
**  that  no  one  living  is  fo  blefled  with  luch  obe- 
*'  dient  and  well-inclined  children  as  herfelf. 
**  Perhaps,"  fays  fhe,  "  Betty  cannot  dance 
"  like  Mrs.  Frontinet,  and  it  is  no  great 
•'matter  whether  fhe  does  or  not;  but  fhe 
"  comes  into  a  room  with  a  good  grace ; 
**  though  fhe  fays  it  that  fhould  not,  flie  looks 
**  like  a  gentlew^oman.  Then  if  Mrs.  Rebecca 
V  is  not  fo  talkative  as  the  mighty  wit  Mrs. 
**  Clapper,  yet  fhe  is  difcreet,  fhe  knows 
^*  better  what  flie  fays  when  fhe  does  fpeak.  If 
*'  her  wit  be  flow,  her  tongue  never  runs  before 
**  it."  This  kind  parent  lifts  up  her  eyes  and 
hands  in  congratulation  of  her  own  good  for- 
tune, and  is  malicioully  thankful  that  none  of 
her  girls  are  like  any  of  her  neighbours  :  but 
this  preference  of  her  own  to  all  others  is 
grounded  upon  an  impulfe  of  nature ;  while 
thofe,  who  like  one  before  another  of  their  own, 
are  fo  unpardonably  unjufl,  that  it  could  hardly 
be  equalled  in  the  children,  though  they  pre- 
ferred all  the  reft  of  the  world  to  fuch  parents. 
It  is  no  unpleafant  entertainment  to  fee  a  ball  at 
a  dancing-fchool,  and  obferve  the  joy  of  rela- 
tions when  the  young  ones,  for  whom  they  are 

-  ^  concerned, 
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concerned,  are  in  motion.  You  need  not  be 
told  whom  the  dancers  belong  to.  At  their 
firft  appearance,  the  paffions  of  their  parents 
are  in  their  faces,  and  there  is  always  a  nod  "of 
approbation  ftolen  at  a  good  ftep,  or  a  grace- 
ful turn. 

I  remember, among  all  my  acquaintance,  but 
one  man  whom  I  have  thought  to  live  with  his 
children  with  equanimity  and  a  good  grace. 
He  had  three  fons  and  one  daughter,  whom  he 
bred  with  all  the  care  imaginable  in  a  liberal 
and  ingenuous  way.  I  have  often  heard  him 
fay,"  he  had  the  weak'nefs  to  loveonemuch  bet- 
*'  ter  than  the  other,  but  that  he  took  as  much 
*'  pains  to  corrcck  that  as  any  other  criminal  paf- 
*'Tion  that  could  arife  in  his  mind."  His  method 
was,  to  make  it  the  only  pretenfion  in  his  chil- 
dren to  his  favour^  to  be  kind  to  each  other; 
and  he  would  tell  them,  "  that  he  who  was  the 
*'  bed  brother,  he  would  reckon  the  bert  ion." 
This  turned  their  thoughts  into  an  emulation 
for  the  fuperiority  in  kind  and  tender  affection 
towards  each  other.  The  boys  behaved  them- 
feives  very  early  with  a  manly  friendlTiip  ;  and 
their  fifter,inftead  of  thegrofs  familiarities,  and 
impertinent  freedoms  in  behaviour,  ufual  in 
other  houfes,  was  always  treated  by  them  with 
as  much  complaifance  as  any  other  young  lady 
of  their  acquaintance.  It  was  an  unfpsakable 
pleafure  to  vifit,  or  fit  at  a  meal,  in  that  family. 
I  have  often  fee n  the  old  man's  heart  flow  at  his 
eyes  with  joy,  upon  occafions  which  would  ap- 
pear indifferent  to  fuch  as  were  ftrangers  to  the 
VoL.iV.  Z  turn 
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turn  of  his  mind;  but  a  very  flight  accident, 
wherein  he  faw  his  children's  good-will  to  one 
another,  created  in  him  the  god-like  pleafure  of 
loving  them  becaufe  they  loved  each  other. 
This  great  command  of  himfelf,  in  hiding  his 
firft  impulfe  to  partiality,  at  lafl  improved  to  a 
fteady  juftice  towards  them  -,  and  that,  which  at 
firft  was  but  an  expedient  to  correft  his  weak- 
nefs,  was  afterwards  the  meafureof  his  virtue. 

The  truth  of  it  is,  thofe  parents  who  are  in- 
terefted  in  the  care  of  one  child  more  than  that; 
of  another,  no  longer  deferve  the  name  of  pa- 
rents, but  are,  in  effeft,  as  childilh  as  their  chil- 
dren, in  having  fuch  unreafonable  and  ungo- 
verned  inclinations.  A  father  of  this  fort  has 
degraded  himfelf  into  one  of  his  own  offspring; 
for  none  but  a  child  u'ould  take  part  in  the 
paffions  of  children. 


N^  236.   Thurfday,  06tober  12,  1710, 
STEELE*. 

Nejc'to  qua  natale Jolum  dulcedme  mmtem 

TangUy  et  immemorem  nonfinit  ejfejui,  Ovid. 

*  A  namelefs  fondnefs  for  our  native  clime 

*  Triumphs  oVr  change,  and  all  devouring  time, 

'  Our  next  regards  our  friends  and  kindred  claim ; 

*  And  every  bofom  feels  the  fympathetic  flame.* 

R.  WVNNE. 

From  my  own  Apartment,  Oodtber  11. 

IF  I N  D  in  the  regifters  of  my  family,  that 
the  branch   of  the   Bickerstaffs,  from 

which 

*  This  number  is  afcribed  to  Steele,  who  probably 
wrote  only  the  introduction,  and  perhaps  the  conclufion. 


N" 
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which  I  am  defcended,  came  originally  cm  of 
Ireland ^»    This  has  given  me  akin:!  of  natiiral 

Z  2  affeftion 

of  the  Paper,  The  letter,  which  makes  the  pr'ncipal  part 
of  it,  is  penned,  as  this  writer  thinks,  very  much  in  the 
manner  of  Addison,  who  was  certa-inly  the  author  of  the 
next  Paper,  But  as  it  is  faid  here  exprefsly,  that  the  let- 
ter was  the  produ£tion  of  a  native  of  Ireland,  it  was  raofb 
probahly  written  in  the  metropolis  fronri  which  it  is  dated, 
by  fomebody  there,  of  whom  this  annotator  can  give  no 
certain  information.  The  following  uncircumftantial  con- 
je6xure  is  mentioned  with  diffidence,  and  grounded  oh  the 
teftimony  of  the  late  Dr.  Goldfmith,  who  had  beci;  told  in 
that  country,  that  a  dean  of  Killaloe  was  the  author  of  a 
Paper  in  theTATLER  or  Spectator..  As  the  memorandumoi 
this  information  contains  no  account  of  the  dean's  name,  or 
the  particular  number,  the  Dodtor  was  probably  not  ac- 
quainted with  them.  It  appears  from  the  Records,  that  Dr. 
James  Abadie  was  appointed  Dean  of  Killaloc  Fcbi  27, 
1698-9,  and  continued  Dean  till  March  15,  1727.  He  was 
not  however  a  native  of  Ireland,  nor  does  his  name  cor- 
refpond  to  the  fignature  T.  13. 

*  The  meaning  of  this  will  be  better  underftood  by 
comparing  what  is  faid  in  the  dedication  of  the  Tatler, 
vol.  I.  to  Mr.  Maynwaring,  and  the  following  paflage. 

"  I  have,  in  the  dedication  of  the  firft  volume,  made  my 
*'  acknowledgements  to  Dr.  Swift,  whofe  pleafant  writ- 
"  ings,  in  the  name  of  BickerstafFj  created  an  inclina- 
"  tion  in  the  town  towards  any  thing  that  could  appear  in 
"  the  fame  difguife.  I  muft  acknowledge  aifo,  that  at  my 
*'  firft  entering  upon  this  work,  a  certain  uncommon  way 
*'  of  thinking,  and  a  turn  of  converfation  peculiar  to  that 
*'  agreeable  gentleman,  rendered  his  company  very  advan- 
"  tageous  to  one  Vv'hofc  imagination  vs^as  to  be  continually 
"  employed  upon  obvious  arid  common  fubje£l:s,  though, 
*'  at  the  lame  time,  obliged  to  treat  of  them  in  a  new  and 
*'  unbeaten  method.  His  verfes  on  the  Shower  in  Towriy 
*«  and  the  Defcription  of  the  Mornings  are  inftances  of  the 
•'  happinefs  of  that  genius,  which  could  raife  fuch  plea- 
*'  fmg  ideas  upon  occafions  fo  barren  to  an  ordinary  Inven- 
**  tign.''    Preface  to  Tatler,  vol.  iV. 
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affection  for  that  country.  It  is  therefore  with 
pleafure  that  I  fee  not  only  fonie  of  the  greateft 
warriors,  but  alfo  of  the  greateft  wits,  to  be  na- 
tives of  that  kingdom.  The  gentleman  who 
writes  the  following  letter  is  one  of  thefe  laft. 
The  matter  of  fa6l  contained  in  it  is  literally 
true,  thouo;h  the  diverting  manner  in  which  it  is 
told  may  give  it  the  colour  of  a  fable. 

**  To  Isaac  Bickerstaff,    Efquire,   at  his 
'*  Houfe  in  Great-Britain. 

•'Sir  Bublin. 

"  FINDING  by  feveral  paffages  in  your 
*'  Tatlers,  that  you  are  a  perfon  curious  in  na- 
•*  tural  knowledge,  I  thought  it  would  not  be 
'*  unacceptable  to  you  to  give  you  the  following 
''  hiftory  of  the  migration  of  frogs  into  this 
•'  country.  There  is  an  ancienttradition  among 
*'  the  wild  philofophers  of  this  kingdom,  that 
*'  the  v/nole  ifland  was  once  as  much  infefted 
*'  by  frogs,  as  that,  wherein  Whittington  *' 
*'  made  his  fortune,  was  by  mice.     Jnfomuch 

that 

*  **  I  was  the  other  day  at  a  colFee- houfe  when  the  fol- 
•'  lowing  advertifement  was  thrown  In. —  At  Punch's 
*'  Theatre^  in  the  Little  Piazza,  Covent-Garden,  this  prefent 
*'  evening  will  be  performed  an  entertainment,  called.  The  Hi- 
*'  ftory  of  Sir  Richard  Whittington,/;^ii;/w^  his  rife  froiii  a 
^^  fcullion  to  be  lord- mayor  of  London,  with  the  comical  humours 
"  of  Old  Madge,  the  jolly  chamber-maid,  and  the  reprefentation 
^^  of  the  fea,  and  the  court  of  Great-Britain^  concluding  with 
'*  the  court  of  aldermen\  and  Whittincton,   lord-mayor^ 

''  honoured 
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**  that  It  is  faid,  Mackdonald  the  Firft  could 
*'  no  more  fleep,  by  reafon  of  thefe  Dutch 
*'  nightingales,  as  they  are  called  at  Paris,  than 
**  Pharaoh  could  when  they  croaked  in^  his 
*'  bed-chamber.  It  was  in  the  reign  of  this 
«'  great  monarch,  that  St.  Patrick  arrived  in 
**  Ireland,  being  as  famous  for  deftroying  ver- 

**  honoured  with  the  prefence  of  K.  Hen.  VIIL  and  his  ^hieen 
"  Anna  Bullen^  with  other  diverting  decorations  proper  to  the 
"  play^  beginning- at  6  o'clock.  Note,  No  -money  to  be  returned 
^^  after  the  entertainment  is  hegmi.  Boxes  2s.  Pit  is.  Vivat 
''  Regina. 

'^  On  enquiry  into  the  matter,  I  find  this  has  long  been 
*'  a  noble  diverfion  of  our  quality  and  gentry  :  and  that 
*'  Mr.  Powel,  by  fubfcriptions  and  full  houfes,  has  ga- 
*'  thered  fuch  wealth  as  is  ten  times  fufficient  to  i^uy  aJl  the 
''  poets  in  England;  that  he  feldom  goes  out  without  his' 
<^  chair,  and  thrives  on  this  incredible  folly  to  that  de- 
*'  gree,  that  were  he  a  freeman,  he  might  hope  that  fomc 
*'  future  puppet-fhew  might  'celebrate  his  being  lord- 
"  mayor,  as  he  has  done  Sir  R.  Whittington.  This,  I 
"  confefs,  is  fuch  an  argument  of  fine  tafte,  that  I  believe 
*'  no  age  or  nation  can  parallel,  from  Lapland  to  Chiaa. 
*'  It  is  fo  much  below  ridicule,  that  the  bare  recital  is  a  ia- 
*'  tire  upon  all  who  frequent  this  fantaftic  and  childifh  en- 
*'  tertainment,"  &c.  Les  Soupirs  de  la  Grand  Breiaigne\ 
or.  The  Groans  of  Great  Britain,  being  the  fecond  part  to 
"  The  Groans  of  Europe."  By  D.  De  Foe.  Price  is. 
Lond.  17  13,  8vo.  pages  73  and  74.  See  Tat.  N"^  78. 
No  II,  and  N°  16,  Notes. 

"  I  fee  that  Powel,  the  puppet-{hew-man,  was  not  only 
*'  ufed  as  the  hero  of  a  clerical  controverfy,  i  mean  the 
''  Bangorian  ;  but  alfo  as  the  political  chief-juggrler."  // 
fecond  Tale  of-  a  Tub  ;  or,  the  Hijlory  of  Robert  Powel  [R. 
Harley,]  the  Puppet  Jhew-man,  zvith  a  Frontifpiece.  BvoT. 
1713.  ^VW\s  fecond  Tale,  was  the  production  of  Sir  Thomas 
Burnet,  afterwards  judge  of  the  Common  Pleas. 

Z  3  "  min 
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^*  nvA  as  any  rat-catcher  of  our  times.  If  wc 
*^  may  believe  the  tradition,  he  killed  more  in 
*^  one  day  than  a  flock  of  dorks  could  have 
''  done  in  a  twelvemonth.  From  that  time  for 
"  about  five  hundied  years,  there  was  not  a 
'^  frog  to  be  heard  in  Ireland,  notwithftanding 
*'  the  bogs  ftill  remained,  which  hi  former 
^*  ages  had  been  fo  plentitully  Hocked  with 
**  thole  inhabitants. 

''  When  thearts  began  to  flourifli  inthe  re'^gn 
*'  of  "King  Charles  II.  and  tha't  great  monarch 
**  bad  placed  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  Roval 
*'  Society,  to  lead  them  forward  into  the  ilifco- 
*'  Veritas  of  Nature,  it  is  faid,  that  feveral  pro- 
*^  pofals  were  laid  before  his  Majefty,  for  the 
**  importing  of  frogs  into  Ireland,    in  order  to 
*'  it,  a  virtuofo  of  kilov/n  abilities  was  unani- 
"  moufly  defied  by  the  Society,  and  intrufted 
^'  with  the  whole  management  of  that  affair. 
*'  For  this  end,  !:e  took  along  with  h'm  a  found- 
*'  able-bodied  Tog,  of  a   ilrong  hale  conftitu- 
**  tion,  that  had  given  proofs  of  his  vigour  by 
*'  fevera!  leaps  that  he  made  before  that  learned 
*'  body.    They  took  fliip,  and  failed   together 
*'  until  they  came  v/ithin  figlit  ol  the  hill  of 
*'  Hoath,  before  the  frog  difcovered  any  fym- 
*' toms   of  being  indifpofed   by   his   voyage: 
"  but  as  the  wind  chopp^^id  about,  and  began  to 
**  blov/  from  the  Irifn  coaft,  he  gre v/  fea-fick,  or 
**  rather  land  (ick;  for  his  learned  companion 
**  afcribed  it  to  the  particles  of  the  foil  with 
♦^  which  the  wind  was  impregnated.     He  was 

•'  confirmed 
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**  confirmed  in  his  conje6lure,  when,  upon  the 
**  wind's  turning  aboutjhis  fellow-traveller  fen- 
*'  fibly  recovered,  and  continued  in  good  health 
"  until  his  arrival  upon  the  Ihore,  w^here  he 
'*  fuddenly  relapfed,and  expired  upon  a  Ring's- 
*«  End  car  in  his  way  to  Dublin.  The  farae  ex- 
*'  periment  was  repeated  feveral  times  in  that 
*'  reign,  but  to  no  purpofe.  A  frog  w  as  never 
*^  known  to  take  three  leaps  upon  Irifli  turf, 
*'  before  he  Pcretched  himfelf  out,  i^nd  died. 

**  Whether  it  were  that  the  pbilofophers  on 
**  this  fide  the  water,  defpaired  of  ftocking  the 
**  ifland  with  this  ufeful  animal,  or  whether, 
*'  in  the  following  reign  it  was  not  thought 
*^  proper  to  undo  the  miracle  of  a  popifn  fi^int; 
•'  I  do  not  hear  of  any  further  progiefs  made 
**  in  this  affair  until  about  two  years  after  the 
'«  battle  of  the  Boyne'-. 

"  It  was  then  that  an  ingenious  phyfician,  to 
<*  the  honour  as  well  as  improvement  of  his  na- 
'*  tive  country  -j-,  performed  what  the  En!;liih 
^*  had  been  fo  long  attempting  in  vain.  This 
**  learned  man,  with  the  hazard  of  his  life,  made 
*'  a  voyage  to  Eiverpool,  where  he  filled  fevjrai 

♦  The  battle  of  the  Boyne  was  fought  July  i,  1690. 

f  Sir  Hms  Sloane,  who  was  of  Scotch  extradtu.n,  bi;t 
a  native  of  Ireland,  feems  to  be  the  ingenious  phyfician  al- 
luded to  here  J  but  the  hazardous  voyage  to  Liverpool  feems 
rather  a  ftroke  of  humour  than  a  matter  of  faci;  or,  per- 
haps, it  is  an  allufion  to  the  Dodder's  voyage  to  Jamaica, 
ridiculed  by  Dr.  William  King,  in  his  wnimfical  trad, 
intituled,  '*  A  Voyage  to  the  Ifland  of  Cajamai," 

Z  4  bairelj 
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"  barrels  with  the  choiceft  fpawn  of.  frogs  that 
*'  could  be  found  in  thofe  parts.    This  cargo  he 
'•  brought  over  very  carefully,  and  afterwards 
*'  difpofed  of  it  in  feveral  warm  beds^  that  he 
**  thought  moft  capable  of  bringing  it  to  life. 
/*  The  do£tor  was  a  very  ingenious  phyfician, 
*'  and  a  very  good  proteftant;  for  which  reafon, 
"  to  fhevv   his  zeal  againft  popery,  he  placed 
"  fome  of  the  mot^  promifmg  fpawn  in  the  very 
**  fountain  that  is  dedicated  to  the  faint,   and 
*'  known  by  the  name  of  St   Patrick's  well, 
"  where  thefe  animals  had  the  impudence  to 
*'  make  their  firft   appearance.      They  have, 
*'  fince  that  time,  very  much  increafed  and  mul- 
*'  tiplied  in  all  the  neighbourhood  of  this  city. 
'*  We  have  here  fome  curious  enquirers  into 
**  natural  hiftory,  who  obferve  their  motions 
**  with  a  defign  to  compute  in  how  many  years 
**  they  will  be  able   to  hop  from    Dublin  to 
*'  Wexf6rd;  though,  as  I   am  informed;  not 
**  one  of  them  has  yet  pafTedthe  mountains  of 
**  Wicklow. 

**  I  am  further  informed,  that  feveral  gra- 
*'  ziers  of  the  county  of  Cork  have  entered  into 
"  a  project  of  planting  a  colony  in  thofe  parts, 
*«  at  the  inftance  of  thePrenchproteftants;  and 
**  I  know  not  but  the  fame  defign  may  be  on 
"  foot  in  other  parts  of  the  kingdom,  if  the 
**  wifdom  of  the  Britifh  nation  do  not  think  fit 
**  to  prohibit  the  further  importation  of  EngUfli 
^^  frogs.     I  am,  Sir, 

♦'  Your  moft  humble  fervant,  T.  B." 

There 
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There  is  no  ftudy  more  becoming  a  rational 
creature  than  that  of  Natural  Philofophy  -,  but, 
as  feveral  of  oar  modern  'virtiwft  manage  it, 
their  fpeculations  do  not  fo  much  tend  to  open 
and  enlarge  the  mind,  as  to  contrail  and  fix  it 
upon  trifles. 

This  in  England  is  in  a  great  meafure  owing 
to  the  worthy  elections  *  that  are  fo  frequently 
made  in  our  Royal  Society.  They  feem  to  be 
in  a  confederacy  againft  men  of  polite  genius; 
noble  thought,  and  diffufive  learning;  and 
chufe  into  their  aflemblies  fuch  as  have  no  pre- 
tence to  wifdom,  but  want  of  wit;  or  to  natural 
knowledge,  but  ignorance  of  every  thing  elfe. 
I  have. made  obfervations  in  this  matter  fo  long, 
that  when  I  meet  with  a  young  fellow  that  is  an 
humble  admirer  of  thefe  fciences,  but  more  dull 
than  the  reft  of  the  company,  I  conclude  him  to 
be  a  Fellow  of  the  Royal  Society -f*. 

*  See  Tat.  N?  216,  N^'aii,  7in6: Notes  on  the  Illiberal 
iand  unfair  treatment  of  the  Royal  Society.  To  fay  no 
more,  Sir  Isaac  Newton  was  at  this  time  their  Prefident. 
The  Society  made  this  worthy  eleSfton  in  1703,  "  and  he  fat 
*'  in  their  chair  for  25  years  without  interruption,  till  the 
^'  day  of  his  death.     B.  B. 

t  There  is  little  wit  and  no  argument,  in  drawing  fuch 
a  general  conclufion  fron^  fuch  particular  premifes^  After 
all  patience  of  thought  is  more  friendly  to  the  ftudy  of  Na- 
tural Philofophy,  than  pregnant  wit  or  polite  genius.  See 
Dr.  Reid's  "  Enquiry  into  the  principles  of  the  Human 
Mind/*    Preface, 
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N**237.      Saturday,  05:ober  14,  1710. 
ADDISON*. 


In  novafert  animus  mutatas  dicer  e  for  mas 

Corpora.  Ovii5, 

♦  Of  bodies  chang'd  to  various  forms  I  fing.' 

Dryden, 

From  my  own  Apartm:ent,  Ofcober  13. 

COMING  home  lafl:  night  before  my  ufual 
hour,  I  took  a  book  into  my  hand,  in  or- 
dertodivertmyfelfwithituntil  bed-time.  Mil- 
ton 

*  This  Paper  is  afcribed  to  Addison  with  fome  diffi- 
dence, on  the  authority  of  the  MS.  notes  of  C  Byron,  efq. 
mentioned  in  Tat.  N°  74,  Note.  It  does  not  Teem  to  have 
been  included  in  the  ///?  of  Addison's  Papers,  delivered  by 
Steele  to  Mr.  Tickell,  as  it  is  not  re-printed  by  that 
gentleman  in  his  edition  of  Addison's  "  Works."  But 
that  li/i  wsiSy  in  other  inftances,  both  defective  and  incor- 
rect. Of  its  fimilarity  to  Addifon^s  manner,  the  reader 
muft judge  for  himfelf.  Nothing  decifive  can  be  inferred 
from  the  vague  defcription  of  the  author  in  the  laft  para- 
graph of  the  Paper;  it  is  not  fufficiently  circumftantial, 
and  feems  to  accord  much  better  with  Richardfon's  fine 
picture  of  Steele,  now  before  this  writer,  than  with 
Faber*s  print  of  Addison  after   Kneller,  who  drew  the 

pi<5lures 
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TON  chanced  fobe  my  author,  whofe  admirable 
poem  of  '•  Paradife  Loft"  ferves  at  once  ro  fill 
the  ni'nd  with  pleafing  ideas,  and  with  good 
thoughts,  and  was  therefore  the  moft  proper 
book  for  my  purpofe.  I  was  amufing  myfelf 
with  '  be: t  beautiful  paflage  in  which  the  poet  re^ 
prerents  Evs  fleeping  by  Adam's  fide,  with  the 

pi£lures  of  the  Kit-Cat-Club,  in  which  he  is  rcprefented  as 
a  fair  m:?.n,  as  he  is  faid  40  ha\re^43een. 

It  may  be  one  of  the  numbers  whicli  Steele  and  Addi- 
son wrote  in  conjunction.  This  aiinotator  h?s  read  of 
fome  wonderful  chil(^,  who  acquired  from  his  mother  fuch 
a  gift  of  uifcernmerit,  that  he  could  inftantly  diftinguifti 
Steele's  Papers  frqm  all  others,  as  if  by  intuition.  En- 
viable as  fuch  a  faga^city  appears  to  a  commentator  on  his 
publications,  it  could  be  of  no  fervice  ;  it  might  fare  with 
the  feer's  oracles  as  with  CafTandra's  ;  people  probably 
v/ould  not  believe  them,  and  certainly  they  would  often  be 
wrong  if  they  did.  Neverthelefs,  there  is  an  inaccuracy, 
a  negligence,  or  at  leaft  peculiarity,  in  the  punctuation  of 
Steele's  productions,  v/arm  as  they  commonly  came  from 
his  heart,  that  is  noticeable  enough  to  fuggeftaconjeCturc, 
though  not  fufficient  to  warrant  a  decifion.  This  is  only 
difcernible  in  the  Papers  in  folio^  his  punctuation  having 
been  variouily  altered  in  the  fubfequent  editions;  and  there 
isnotraceofitobfervableintheoriginal  copy  of  this  number. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  place  here  the  following  decla- 
ration of  Swift,  relative  to  this,  a  preceding,  and  the  fol- 
lowing Paper. 

*«  Tiie  Tatler  upon  MiLTON's^p^^r  is  not  mine,  Ma- 
*'  dam.  Wnat  a  puzzle  there  was  between  you  and  your 
*' judgement?  In  general  you  may  fometimes  be  fure  of 
*«  things,  as  that  abouty?y^  [Tat.  N^  230],  becaufe  it  is 
"  what  I  have  frequently  fpoken  of;  but  gueffing  is  mine; 
*'  — and  I  defy  mankind  if  i  pleafe.'*  Swift's  "  Works," 
Ut  fupra^  vol.  XXll,  p.  67,  Nov.  8,  17 10. 

"  Could  you  have  guelTed  The  Shower  in  Town  to  be 
(Pine?"  /^/V.    SeeTAT.  N<^  238, 

devil 
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devil  fitting  at  her  ear,  and  infpiring  evil, 
thoughts,  under  the  fhape  of  ^Toad  Ithu- 
KIEL,  one  of  the  guardian  angels  of  the  place, 
walking  his  nightly  rounds,  faw  the  great  ene- 
my of  mankind  hid  in  this  loathfome  animal, 
which  he  touched  with  his  Spear  This  Spear 
being  of  a  celeftial  temper,  had  fuch  a  fecret 
virtue  in  it,  that  whatever  it  was  applied  to, 
immediately  flung  off  all  difguife,  and  appeared 
in  its  natural  figure.  I  am  afraid  the  reader 
will  not  pardon  me  if  I  content  myfelf  with 
explaining  the  paflage  in  profe,  without  giving 
it  in  the  author's  own  inimitable  words  : 

On  he  led  his  radiant  files. 


Dazzling  the  morn.     Thefe  to  the  bower  dlrefb, 

Infearchof  whomtheyibught.  Him  there  they  found. 

Squat  like  a  toad,  clofe  at  the  ear  of  Ev£ ; 

Effaying  by  his  devililh  art  to.  reach 

The  organs  of  her  fancy,  and  with  them  forge 

lilufions  as  he  lift,  Fhantafms  and  Dreams; 

Or  if,  infpiring  venom,  he  rnight  taint 

The  animal  fpirits(that  from  pure  blood  arife 

Like  gentle  breaths  from  rivers  pure;,  thence  raife 

At  lead  diflemper'd,  difcontented  thoughts. 

Vain  hopes,  vain  aims,  inordinate  defircs. 

Blown  up  with  high  conceits,  ingendring  pride. 

Him,  thus  intent,  Ithuriel  with  his  Sp£ar 

TouchM  lightly  i  for  no  fajfhood  can  endure 

Touch  of  celeftial  temper,  but  returns 

Of  force  to  his  own  likenefs.     Up  he  ftarts 

Difcover'd  and  furpriz'd.     As  when  a  fpark 

Lights  on  a  heap  of  nitrous  powder,  laid 

Fit  for  the  tun,  feme  magazine  to  ftore 

Againft 
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/^gaind  a  rumour'd  war,  the  fmutty  grain, 
W^ich  fiidden  blaze  diffus'd,  inflames  the  air; 
So  flarted  up  in  his  own  fhape  the  fiend. 

I  could  not  forbear  thinking  how  happy  a 
man  would  be  in  the  pofleffion  of  this  spear;  or 
what  an  advantage  it  would  be  to  a  minifter  of 
ftate  were  he  mafter  of  fuch  a  White  staff.  It 
would  help  him  to  difcover  his  friends  from  his 
enemies,  men  of  abilities  from  pretenders :  it 
would  hinder  him  from  being  impofed  upon  by 
appearances  and  profeffions;  and  might  be  made 
ufeof  as  a  kindof  (S/^/^-test,  which  no  artifice 
could  elude. 

Thefe  thoughts  made  very  lively  impreffions 
on  my  imagination,  which  were  improved,  in- 
ftcad  of  being  defaced,  by  fleep,  and  produced 
in  me  the  following  dream  :  I  was  no  fooner 
fallen  afleep,  but  methought  the  angel  Ithu- 
RiEL  appeared  to  me,  and,  with  a  fmile  that  ftili 
added  to  his  celeftial  beauty,  made  me  a  prefent 
of  the  Spear  which  he  held  in  his  hand ;  and 
difappeared.  To  make  trials  of  it,  I  went  into 
a  place  of  public  refort. 

The  firft  perfon  that  pafTed  by  tiie,  was  a  lady 
that  had  a  particular  (hynefs  in  the  caft  of  her 
eye,  and  a  more  than  ordinary  refervcdnefs  in  all 
the  parts  of  her  behaviour,  bhe  feemed  to  look 
upon  man  as  an  obfcene  creature,  with  a  certain 
fcorn  and  fear  of  him.  In  the  height  of  her 
airs  1  touched  hergently  withmy  wand, when,  to 
my  unfpeakablefurprife,fliefell  in fucha  manner 

as 
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asmademeblufhin  my  fleep.  As  I  was  ha^ihig 
away  from  this  undifguifed  prude,  i  fav/  p  lady 
inearneftdifcourfe  with  another,  and over-herrd 
her  fay,  with  fome  vehemence,  '*  Neve.^*  ic'^  me 
•*  of  him,  for  I  am  refolved  to  die  ?.  virgin  !"  I 
had  a  curiofity  to  try  her  -,  but,  as  foon  as  1  l?id 
my  wand  upon  her  head,  flie  immediately  fell 
in  labour.  My  eyes  were  diverted  from  her  by 
a  man  and  his  wife,  who  walked  near  me  band 
in  hand  after  a  very  loving  manner.  I  gave 
each  of  them  a  gentle  tap,  and  the  next  inftant 
faw  the  woman  in  breeches,  and  the  man  with  a 
fan  in  his  hand*.  It  would  be  tedious  to  de- 
fcribe  the  long  feries  of  metamorphofes  that  I 
entertaincdmyfelf  with  in  my  night's  adventure, 
of  whigs  difguifed  in  tories,  and  tories  in  whigsj 
men  in  red  coats,  that  denounced  terror  in  their 
countenances,  trembling  at  the  touch  of  my 
Spear '^  others  in  black,  with  peace  in  their 
mouths,  but  fwords  in  their  hands.  I  could  tell 
{lories  of  noblemen  changed  into  ufurers,  and 
magiftrates  into  beadles  ^  of  freethinkers  into 
penitents,  and  reformers  into  whore-mafters.  I 
mufl:  not,  however,  omit  the  mention  of  a  grave 
citizen  who  pafled  by  me  with  an  huge  clafped 
Bible  under  his  arm,  and  a  band  of  a  moft  im- 
moderate breadth;  but,  upon  a  touch  on  the 
fhoulder,  he  let  drop  his  book,  and  fell  a-pick- 
ing  my  pocket. 

*  Perhaps  this  may  be  one  of  Addison's  oblique  J^rokes 
at  his  friend  Steele.  See  N**  190.  Note  on  Steele's 
lVift\  and  Steele's  "  Letters^"  vol.  1,  faf.  Jim* 

In 
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In  the  general  I  obferved,  that  thofe  who  ap- 
peared good,  often  difappointed  my  expeda- 
tions5  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  thole  who  ap- 
peared very  bad,  ftill  grew  woife  upon  the  ex- 
periments as  the  I'oad  in  Milton,  which  one 
would  have  thougliL  the  mofi  deformed  part  of 
the  Creadon,  at  Ithuriel's  ftroke  became  more 
deformed,  and  ftarted  up  into  a  devil. 

Among  all  the  perfons  that  J  touched,  there 
was  but  one  v/ho  ftocd  the  ted  of  my  wand; 
and  after  many  repetitions  of  the  ftroke,  ftuck 
to  l>'^s  form,  and  remained  ileady  and  fixed  in 
hisiiifi  a])pearance.  This  was  a  young  man, 
who  boafted  of  foul  ciiftempers,  wild  de- 
bauches, infuVtS  upon  holy  men,  and  affronts 
to  religion. 

My  heart  v;as  extremely  troubled  at  this  vi- 
fion.  The  contemplation  of  the  whole  fpecies, 
fo  entirely  fun!:  in  corruption,  fiHed  my  mind 
with  amelancholy  that  isinexpreflible,  and  my 
difcoverics  ?ii\\  added  to  my  afHidion. 

Jn  the  mid.u:  of  thefe  forrows  which  I  had  in 
my  he<u't,  mechought  there  paffed  by  me  a 
couple  of  coaches  with  purple  liveries  *.  There 
fat  in  each  of  ;bem  a  perfon  with  a  very  vene- 
rable afpeft.  At  the  appearance  of  them  the 
people,  v/ho  were  gathered  round  me  in  great 
multitude:,  civided  into  parties,  as  they  were 
difpofed  to  favour  either  of  thofe  reverend  per- 
fons. The  cnei^iies  of  one  of  them  begged  me 
to  iouch  him  v/ith  Eiy  wand,  and  afTured  me  I 
ihould  fee  his  lawn  converted  into  a  cloke.  The 

*  Perhaps  the  Biihops  of  St.  Afaph  and  Exeter  at  that 
time. 

oppofitc 
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oppofite  party  told  me  with  as  much  affiirance, 
that  if  I  laid  my  wand  upon  the  other,  I  fhould 
fee  his  garments  embroidered  with  flower-de- 
luces,  and  his  head  covered  with  a  cardinal's 
hat.  I  made  the  experiment,  and,  to  my  great 
joy,  faw  them  both  without  any  change,  diftri- 
buting  their  bleflings  to  the  people,  and  praying 
for  thofe  who  had  reviled  them.  Is  it  poflible, 
thought  I,  that  good  men,  who  are  fo  few  in 
number,  fhould  be  divided  among  themfelves, 
and  give  better  quarter  to  the  vicious  that  are 
in  their  party,  than  the  moft  ftriftly  virtuous 
who  are  out  of  it  ?  Are  the  ties  of  faction  above 
thofe  of  religion? — I  was  going  on  in  my  folilo- 
quies,  but  fome  fudden  accident  awakened  me, 
when  I  found  my  hand  grafped,  but  my  Spear 
gone.  The  reflection  on  fo  very  odd  a  dream 
made  me  figure  to  myfelf,  what  a  fl:range  face 
the  world  would  bear,  fhould  all  mankind  ap- 
pear in  their  proper  fhapes  and  charafters,  with- 
out hypocrify  and  difguife?  lam  afraid  the 
earth  we  live  upon  would  appear  to  other  in- 
telledtual  beings  no  better  than  a  planet  peo- 
pled with  monfters.  This  fliould,  methinks, 
infpire  us  with  an  honefl:  ambition  of  recom- 
mending ourfelves  to  thofe  invifible  fpies,  and 
of  being  what  we  would  appear.  There  was 
one  circumfl:an€einmy  foregoing  dream,  which 
I  at  firft  intended  to  conceal;  but,  upon  fecond 
thoughts,  1  cannot  look  upon  mylelf  as  a  can- 
did and  impartial  hifl:orian,  if  I  do  not  acquaint 
my  reader,  that  upon  taking  Ithuriel's  Spear 

into 
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into  my  hand,  though  I  was  before  an  old 
decrepit  fellow,  I  appeared  a  very  handfome, 
jolly,  black  man^".  But  I  know  my  enemies 
will  fay  this  is  praifing  my  own  beauty,  for 
which  reafon  I  will  fpeak  no  more  of  it. 

*  The  pictures  of  Addison  and  Steele  reprefent  the 
firft  as  a  fair,  the  laft  as  what  we  commonly  call  a  black 
man  ;  and  an  anecdote  of  them,  which  the  Annotator  is  not 
at  liberty  to  publifh,  afcertains  the  veracity  of  the  reprefcn- 
tations. 


N*  238.     Tuefday,  06lober  17,  1710. 
STEELE    AND    SWIFT  f. 


— ^— — —  Poeticajurgit 

Tempejias* Juv.  Sat.  xii.  23* 

Thus  dreadful  rifes  the  poetic  dorm,     R.  Wynne. 

From  my  own  Apartment,  Oflober  16. 

STORMS  at  fea  are  fo  frequently  defcribed 
by  the  ancient  poets,  and   copied  by  the 
moderns,  that  whenever  I  find  the  winds  begin 
Vol.  IV.  A  a  to 

f  **  This  day  came  out  the  Tatler,  made  up  wholly  of 
*'  my  Shower^  and  a  Preface  to  it.  They  fay  it  is  the  beft 
«'  thing  1  ever  writ,  and  1  think  fo  too.  I  fuppofe  the  bi- 
**  fliop  of  Clogher  will  {hew  it  you.  Pray  tell  me  how 
"  you  like  it."    Swift's  "  Works/'  utfupra,  vol.  XXIL 

p.  45.  oa.  17, 1710, 

«  Tell 
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to  rife  in  a  hew  heroic  poem,  1  generally  fkip  a 
leaf  or  two  until  1  come  into  fair  weather.  Vir- 
gil's tempeft  is  a  mafter-piece  in  this  kind,  and 
is  indeed  fo  naturally  drawn,  that  one  who  has 
made  a  voyage  can  fcarce  read  it  without  being 
fea-fick.  Land-fliowers  are  no  lefs  frequent 
among  the  poets  than  the  former,  but  1  re- 
member none  of  them  which  have  not  fallen 
in  the  country;  for  which  reafon  they  are  ge- 
nerally filled  with  the  lowings  of  oxen  and  the 
bleatings  of  fheep,  and  very  often  embcUifhed 
with  a  rainbow. 

Virgil's  land-fliower  is  likewife  the  beft  in 
its  kind.  It  is  indeed  a  fhower  of  confequence, 
and  contributes  to  the  main  defign  of  the  poem, 

*'  Tell  me  how  my  Shower  is  liked  in  Ireland,  I  never 
*'  knew  any  thing  pafs  better  here.  There  never  was  fuch 
<"'  a  Shower  iince  Danae's,"  &c.     Ibid.  p.  58. 

"  I  am  writing  my  poetical  defcription  of  a  Shower  in 
'*  London,  and  will  fend  it  to  the  Tatler."  Ibid.  p.  35. 
37,  and  48. 

*'  The  bifliop  of  Clogher  fays,  I  bid  him  read  the  Lon- 
*'  don  Shaver,  and  that  you  both  fwore  it  was  Shaver,  and 
*'  not  Shower.  You  all  lie,  and  you  are  puppies,  and  can't 
^'  read  Prefto's  hand."  &c.  Swift's  *'  Work's,"  ut  fupra^ 
vol.  XXII.  p.  85,  Nov.  28,  1710. 

"My  Shower  admired  with  you;  why  the  bifhop  of 
*'  Clogher  fays,  he  has  feeu  fomething  of  mine  of  the 
*«  fame  fort,  better  than  the  Shower.  1  fuppofe  he  means 
*'  The  Morning  5  but  it  is  not  half  fo  good."  Ibid,  p.  87, 
Nov.  30,  1710. 

*'  Mr.  Dopping  I  have  feen,  and  he  tells  me  coldly,  my 
<«  Shower  is  liked  well  enough ;  there^s  your  Irifh  judge- 
•*  ment."     Ibid,  p.  61. 

by 
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by  cutting  ofF  a  tedious  ceremonial,  and  bring- 
ing matters  to  a  fpeedy  conclufion  between  two 
potentates  of  different  fexes  *.  My  ingenious 
kinfman,  Mr.  Humphrey  Wagstaff, -f-  who 
treats  of  every  fubjed  after  a  manner  that  no  . 
other  author  has  done,  and  better  than  any  other 
can  do,  has  fent  me  the  defcription  of  a  city- 
fhower.  I  do  not  queftion  but  the  reader  re- 
members my  coufin's  defcription  of  the  morn- 
ing as  it  breaks  in  town,  which  is  printed  in  the 
ninth  Tatler,  and  is  another  exquifite  piece  of 
this  local  poetry. 

Careful  obfcrvers  may  foretel  the  hour 
(By  fure  prognoftics)  when  to  dread  a  Shower; 
While  rain  depends,  the  penfive  cat  gives  o'er 
Her  frolics,  and  purfues  her  tail  no  more. 
Returning  home  at  night,  you'll  find  the  fink 
Strike  your  offended  fenfe  with  double  ftink. 
If  you  be  wife,  then  go  not  far  to  dine. 
You'll  fpend  in  coach -hire  more  than  fave  in  wine, 
A  coming  Shower  your  (hooting  corns  prefage. 
Old  J  aches  will  throb,  your  hollow  tooth  will  rage. 
Sauntering  in  coffee-houfe  is  Dulman  feen ; 
He  damns  the  climate,  and  complains  of  fpleen. 

Meanwhile  the  South,  rifing  with  dabbled  wings, 
A  fable  cloud  athwart  the  welkin  flings, 
That  fwiird  more  liquor  than  it  could  contain. 
And  like  a  drunkard,  gives  it  up  again. 

*  See  N^  6,  Note  on  Dux  et  Trojanuu 
t  Swift.     See  Tat.  N"*  9,  and  Note. 
X  In  the  old  folio,  and  firft  odtavo,  this  word  w'as  ufed  as 
a  difTyllable,  "  Old  a-ches  throb.**    N. 

A  a  2  Brifk 
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Brifk  Susan  whips  h'er  linen  from  the  rope. 
While  the  firft  drizzling  fhower  is  borne  aflope: 
Such  is  that  fprinkling  which  Tonne  carelefs  quean 
Flirts  on  you  from  her  mop,  but  not  fo  clean. 
You  fly,  invoke  the  godsj  then,  turning,  (lop 
To  railj  fhe,  finging,  ftill  whirls  on  her  mop. 
Not  yet  the  dud  had  {liunn'd  th*  unequal  ftrife, 
But,  aided  by  the  wind,  fought  (till  for  life; 
And  wafted  with  its  foe  by  violent  gufl:, 
'Twas  doubtful  which  was  rain,  and  which  was  dufi:. 
Ah!  where  mud  needy  Poet  feek  for  aid. 
When  dufl:  and  rain  at  once  his  coat  invade? 
His  only  coat,  where  dud,  confus'd  with  rain 
Roughen  the  nap,  and  leave  a  mingled  ftain? 

Now  in  contiguous  drops  the  flood  comes  down^ 
Threatening  with  deluge  this  devoted  town. 
To  fhops  in  crouds  the  draggled  females  fly. 
Pretend  to  cheapen  goods,  but  nothing  buy. 
The  Templar  fpruce,  while  every  fpout's  abroach. 
Stays  tin  *tis  fair,  yet  feems  to  call  a  coach. 
The  tuck'd-up  fempfl:refs  walks  with  hafl:y  ftrides. 
While  dreams  run  down  htr  oil' d  umbrella's  fides. 
Here  various  kinds,  by  various  fortunes  led. 
Commence  acquaintaince  underneath  a  died. 
Triumphant  Tories  and  defponding  Whigs 
Forget  their  feuds,  and  join  to  fave  their  wigs. 
Box'd  in  a  chair  the  beau  impatient  fits. 
While  fpouts  run  clattering  o'er  the  roof  by  fits  ; 
And  cver-and-anon  with  frightful  din 
The  leather  founds;  he  trembles  from  within. 
So  when  Troy-chairmen  bore  the  wooden  deed. 
Pregnant  with  Greeks  impatient  to  be  freed 
(Thofe  bully  Greeks,  who,  as  the  moderns  do, 
Indead  of  paying  chairmen,  run  them  through), 
Laocoon  druck  theoutfide  with  his  fpear. 
And  each  imprifon'd  hero  quak*d  for  fear. 

Now 
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Now  from  all  parts  the  fwelling  kennels  flow. 
And  bear  their  trophies  with  thenn  as  they  go: 
Filth  of  all  hues  and  odours  feem  to  tell 
What  (Ireet  they  faii'd  from,  by  their  fight  and  fmelL 
They,  as  each  torrent  drives,  with  rapid  force. 
From  Smithfield  or  St.'Pulchre's  fhape  their  courfe, 
And  in  huge  confluent  join'd  at  Snow-hill  ridge, 
Fall  from  the  conduit,  prone  to  Holborn-bridge. 
Sweepings  from  butchers*   (tails,  dung,  guts,  and  ^ 
blood,  [mud,  I 

Drown'd  puppies,  {linking  fprats,  all  drench*d  in  f 
Dead  cats  and  turnip-tops  come  tumbling  down  \ 
the  flood  *. 

*  Thefe  three  laft  lines  were  intended  to  ridicule  the 
practice  of  modern  poets,  who  make  three  lines  rhyme  to- 
gether, which  they  call  triplets,  and  the  laft  line  two  or 
more  fyllables  longer  than  the  reft,  which  they  call  an 
Alexandrine. 


N^  239.  Thurfday,  October  19,  1710. 
ADDISON*. 

Mecum  certdjfe  feretur?       Ovid.  Met.  xiii.  20. 

Shall  he  contend  with  me  to  get  a  name  ? 

R.  J^' VNNE. 

From  my  own  Apartment,  O{5lober  18. 

IT  Is  ridiculous  for  any  man  to  criticlfe  oa 
the  works  of  another,  who  has  not  diltin- 
guifhed  himfelf  by  his  own  performances.    A 
A  a  3  j^"5^1gG 

*  The  affignation  of  this  Paper  to  Addison  is  made  on 
the  authority  of  Steele's///?,  for  it  is  re-printed  by  Mr. 

Tickell 


I 
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judge  would  make  but  an  indifferent  figure  who 
had  never  been  known  at  the  bar.  Cicero  was 
reputed  the  greateft  orator  of  his  age  and 
country,  before  he  wrote  a  book  *'  De  Ora- 
tore;'*  and  Horace  the  greateft  poet,  before 
he  publiflied  his  "  Art  of  Poetry."  This  obfer- 
vationarifes  naturally  in  anyone  who  cafts  his 
eye  upon  this  laft-mentioned  author,  where  he 
will  find  the  criticifms  placed  in  the  latter  end 
of  his  book,  that  is,  after  the  fineft  odes  and  fa- 
tires  in  the  Latin  tongue. 

A  modern,  whofe  name  I  fliall  not  mention, 
becaufe  I  would  not  make  a  filly  Paper  fell,  was 
born  a  Critic  and  an  Examiner^  and,  like  one  of 
the  race  of  the  ferpent's  teeth,  came  into  the 
world  with  a  fword  in  his  hand.  His  works  put 
me  in  mind  of  the  ftory  that  is  told  of  the  Ger- 
man monk,  who  was  taking  a  catalogue  of  a 
friend's  library,  and  meeting  with  a  Hebrew 
book  in  it,  entered  it  under  the  title  of,  **  A 
**  book  that  has  the  beginning  where  the  end 
**  fhould  be."  This  author,  in  the  laft  of  his 
crudities,  has  amafled  together  a  heap  of  quo- 
tations,to  prove  that  Horace  and  Vjrgil were 
both  of  them  modefter  men  than  myfelf ;  and  if 
his  works  were  to  live  as  long  as   mine,  they 

Tickell  in  his  edition  of  Addison's  *'  Works,"  vol.  11. 
p.  325.  It  is  likewife  marked  as  a  Paper  of  Addison  in 
the  MS.  notes  of  C.  Byron,  efq.  mentioned  in  Tat. 
N"  74..  M/f.— N.  B.  This  Paper  is  written  by  Addison 
ift  the  charader  of  BiCKtRSTAFF.     See  N*  229,  and  Notes, 

might 
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might  pofTibly  give  pofterity  a  notion,  that 
Isaac  Bickerstaff  was  a  very  conceited  old 
fellow^  and  as  vain  a  man  as  either  Tully, 
or  Sir  Francis  Bacon.  Had  this  ferious  wri- 
ter fallen  upon  me  only,  I  could  have  overlooked 
it;  but  to  lee  Cicero  abufed  is,  I  muft  confefs, 
what  I  cannot  bear.  The  cenfure  he  palies 
upon  this  great  man  runs  thus:  *'  The  itch  of 
"  being  very  abufive  isalmoft  infeparable  from 
"  vain-glory.  Tully  has  thefe  two  faults 
"  in  fo  high  a  degree,  that  nothing  but  his 
"  being  the  beft  writer  in  the  world  can  make 
**  amends  for  them."  The  Icurrilous  wretch 
goes  on  to  fay,  that  I  am  as  bad  as  Tully* 
His  words  are  thefe:  ''  And  yet  the  TatleRj 
*'  in  his  Paper  of  September  the  twenty-fixth, 
"  has  out-done  him  in  both.  Ke  fpeaks  of  him- 
**  felf  with  more  arrogance,  and  with  more  in- 
"  folenceof  others."  1  am  afraid,  bv  his  dif- 
courfe,  this  gentleman  has  no  more  read  Plu- 
tarch than  he  has  Tully.  If  he  had,  he 
would  have  obferved  a  paffiigein  that  hillorian, 
wherein  he  has,  with  great  delicacy,  diftin- 
guifhed  between  two  paifions  which  are  ufualiy 
complicated  in  human  nature,  and  which  an  or- 
dinary writer  would  not  have  thought  of  fepa- 
rating.  Not  having  my  Greek  fpedacles  by  me. 
I  (hall  quote  the  paliage  word  for  word  as  I  find 
it  tranflated  to  my  hand.  '*  Neverthelefs,  tho' 
"  he  was  intemperately  fond  of  his  own  pralfe, 
"  yet  he  was  very  free  from  envying  others,  and 
"  moft  liberally  profufe  in  commending  both 
A  a  4  the 
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*'  the  ancients  and  his  contempwaries,  as  is  to 
**  be  underftood  by  his  writings;  and  many  of 
"  thofe  fayings  are  ftlU  recorded,  as  that  con- 
**  cerning  Aristotle,  *  that  he  was  a  river  of 
"  flowing  gold:'  of  Plato's  dialogue,  *  that 
*'  if  Jupiter  were  to  fpeak,  he  would  dif- 
*^  courfe  as  he  did/  Theophrastus  he  was 
"  wont  to  call  his  peculiar  delight;  and  being 
'*  afked,  *  which  of  Demosthenes  his  orations 
!'  he  liked  beft?'  He  anfwered,  «  thelonge/i: 

"  And  as  for  the  eminent  men  of  his  own 
*'  time  either  for  eloquence  or  philofophy,  there 
^'  was  not  one  of  them  which  he  did  not,  by 
"  writing  or  fpeaking  favourably  pf,  render 
"  more  illuftrious/* 

Thus  the  critic  tells  us,  that  Cicero  was  ex- 
ceflively  vain-glorious  andabufive;  Plutarch, 
that  he  was  vain,  but  not  abufive.  Let  the 
reader  believe  which  of  them  he  pleafes. 

After  this  he  complains  to  the  world,  that  I 
call  him  names,  and  that,  in  my  paffion,  I  faid 
he  was  a  flea,  a  loufe,  an  owl,  a  bat,  a  fmall  wit, 
a  fcribbler,  and  a  nibbler.  When  he  has  thus 
befpoken  his  reader's  pity,  befalls  into  that  ad- 
mirable vein  of  mirth,  which  I  fliall  fet  down  at 
length,  it  being  an  exquifite  piece  of  raillery, 
and  written  in  great  gaiety  of  heart,  *'  After  this 
*'  lifl:  of  names,"  viz.  flea,  loufe,  owl,  bat,  &c. 
**  I  was  furprized  to  hear  him  fay,  that  he  has 
"  hitherto  kept  his  temper  pretty  well;  I  won- 
*'  der  how  he  will  write  when  he  has  lofl:  his 
*^  temper  !  I  fuppofe,  as  he  is  now  very  angry 

•*  ^ncl 
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**  and  unmannerly,  he  will  then  be  exceeding 
*'  courteous  and  good-humoured."  If  1  Cv-^n 
outlive  this  raillery,  1  fhall  be  able  to  bear  any 
thing. 

There  is  a  method  of  critkifm  made  nfe  of 
by  this  author,  for  I  fhall  take  care  how  I  call 
him  a  fcribbler  again,  which  may  turn  into  ri- 
dicule any  work  that  was  ever  written,  wherein 
there  is  a  variety  of  thoughts.  This  the  reader 
will  obferve  in  the  following  words:  "He," 
meaning  me,  "  is  fo  intent  upon  being  fome- 
"  thing  extraordinary,  that  he  fcarce  knows 
**  what  he  would  be;  and  is  as  fruitful  in  his 
**  fimiles  as  a  brother  of  his  *  whom  I  lately 
**  took  notice  of.  In  the  compafs  of  a  few  lines 
**  he  compares  himfelf  to  a  fox,  to  Daniel 
"  Burgess  -f,  to  the  Knight  of  the  Red  Crofs, 
*'  to  an  oak  with  ivy  about  it,  and  to  a  great 
"  man  with  an  equipage."  I  think  myfelf  as 
much  honoured  by  being  joined  in  this  part  of 
his  Paper  with  the  gentleman  whom  he  here 
calls  my  brother,  as  1  am  in  the  beginning  of  it, 
by  being  rnentioned  with  Horace  and  Virgil. 

It  is  very  hard,  that  a  man  cannot  publifli  tea 
Papers  without  ftealing  from  himfelf;  but  to 
fhew  you  that  this  is  only  a  knack  of  writing, 
and  that  the  author  is  got  into  a  certain  road  of 

*  Dr.  Samuel  Garth.  See  Exam,  N'6;  and  Tat. 
^'9  78.     t  See  N"  66,  N«  229,  and  NoUs. 


cri- 
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criticifm,  I  fhall  fet  down  his  remarks  on  the 
works  of  the  gentleman  whom  he  here  glances 
upon,  as  they  ftandin  his  fixth  Paper,  and  de-. 
fire  the  reader  to  compare  them  with  the  fore- 
going paffage  upon  mine. 

"  In  thirty  lines  his  patron  is  a  river,  the 
**  primum  mobile^  a  pilot,  a  vidtim,  the  fun,  any 
"  thing,  and  nothing.  He  beftows  increafe, 
**  conceals  his  fource,  makes  the  machine  move, 
^*  teaches  to  fleer,  expiates  our  offences,  raifes 
*^  vapours,  and  looks  larger  as  he  fets." 

What  poem  can  be  fafe  from  this  fort  of  cri- 
ticifm? I  think  I  was  never  in  my  life  fo  much 
offended,  as  at  a  wag  whom  I  once  met  with  in 
a  coffee-houfe.  He  had  in  his  hand  one  of  the 
*'  MifcellanieSy'  and  was  reading  the  following 
fhort  copy  of  verfes,  which,  without  flattery  to 
the  author,  is,  I  think,  as  beautiful  in  its  kind 
as  any  one  in  the  Englifli  tongue  * 

Flavia  the  leafl:  and  flightefl:  toy 
Can  with  refiftlefs  art  ennploy. 
This  FAN  in  meaner  hands  would  prove 
An  engine  of  fmall  force  in  love; 
But  fhe,  with  fuch  an  air  and  mien, 
Not  to  be  told,  or  fafely  feen, 

•  Dr.  Atterbury  was  the  author  of  this  copy  of  ver- 
fes; and  it  has  been  commonly  believed,  that  Mrs.  Jmie 
Oldfield  was  the  lady  here  celebrated.  See  N°  212, 
N^  66,  Tat.  N^  10,  Notes.  It  appears,  however,  from 
the  late  edition  of  Atterbury's  "  Epiftolary  Corre- 
"  fpondence,"  that  the  verfes  were  written  "  oit  a  white 
fail  borrowed  from  Mifs  Osborne,  afterwards  his  wife." 

Dirc<^ 
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Direds  its  wanton  motions  fo, 

That  it  wounds  more  than  Cupid's  bow; 

Gives  coolnefs  to  the  matchleis  dame, 

To  every  other  bread  a  flame. 
When  this  coxcomb  had  done  reading  them, 
"Hey-day!"  fays  he,  "  what  inHrument  is 
*'  this  that  Flavia  employs  in  fuch  a  manner 
"  as  is  not  to  be  told,  nor  fafely  feen  ?  In  tea 
**  lines  it  is  a  toy,  a  Cupid's  bovy,  a  f^n,  and  an 
**  engine  in  love.  It  has  wanton  motions,  it 
"  wounds,  it  cools,  and  inflames." 

Such  criticifms  make  a  man  of  fenfe  fick,  and 
a  fool  merry. 

The  next  paragraph  of  the  paper  we  are  talk- 
ing of,  falls  upon  fomebody  whom  I  am  at  a 
loft  to  guefs  at:  but  I  find  the  whole  invective 
turns  upon  a  man  who,  it  feems,  has  been  im- 
prifoned  for  debt  *.  Whoever  he  was,  I  moll 
heartily  pity  him;  but  at  the  fame  time  muft 
put  the  Examiner  in  mind,  that  notwithftand- 
ing  he  is  a  Critic,  he  flill  ought  to  remember 
he  is  a  Chriftian.  Poverty  was  never  thought 
a  proper  fubje6l  for  ridicule;  and  I  do  not  re- 
member that  I  ever  met  with  a  fatire  upon  a 
beggar. 

As  for  thofe  little  retortings  of  my  own  ex- 
preffions,  of  "  being  dull  by  defign,  witty  in 
"  O^lober,  fhining,  excelling,"  and  fo  forth ; 
they  are  the  common  cavils  of  every  witling, 
who  has  no  other  method  of  fliewing  his  parts, 
but  by  little  variations  and  repetitions  of  the 
man's  words  whom  he  attacks. 

*  See  Tat.  N^  9,  and  N°  229,  Notes, 

But 
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But  the  truth  of  it  is,  the  paper  before  me, 
not  only  in  this  particular,  but  in  its  very  ef- 
fence,  is  like  Ovid's  Echo, 

—  ^ia  nee  reticere  loquenti, 

"Ncc  prior  ipfaloqui  didicit, Ovid.  Met.  lii.  357. 

She  who  in  other  words  her  filence  breaks, 
Nor  fpeaks  herfelf  but  when  another  fpeaks. 

Addison. 

I  fhould  not  have  deferved  the  charadler  of  a 
Censor,  had  I  not  animadverted  upon  the 
abovementioned  author,  by  a  gentle  chaftife- 
nient :  but  I  know  my  reader  will  not  pardon 
me,  unlefs  I  declare,  that  nothing  of  this  nature 
for  the  future,  unlefs  it  be  written  with  fome 
wit,  fliall  divert  me  from  my  care  of  the  public*. 

*  To  the  account  of  the  Examiner  and  its  writers,  in  the 
long  Note  on  N°2io,  may  be  added  the  following  extra6l 
from  a  French  Journal  of  one  of  the  agents  for  the  Hano- 
verian family,  towards  the  end  of  the  queen's  reign. 

May  4  [  no  year].  Lord  Townfliend  fent  the  Examiner  oi 
that  day,  compofed  by  one  who  fucceeded  Dr.  Swift,  and 
is  a  library-keeper  to  the  lord-treafurer.  MSS.  Birch \\oi^ 
B.  Mufeum.  The  reader  muft  determine  for  himfelf  what 
particular  paper  of  the  Examiner  is  here  meant,  and  whe- 
ther the  writer  of  it  was,  or  was  not,  Mr.  Humphry  Wan- 
Jey.  See  "  Anecdotes  of  Bowyer,"  4to,  1783,  p.  14, 
Notes,  See  alfo  in  the  Britifh  Mufeum  MSS.  Birch,  410, 
4163.  Letters.toMr.  H.  W znXty,  pajftm,  Mr.  H.  Wan- 
ley  bred  originally  a  draper  at  Coventry,  was  at  the  time  that 
feems  to  be  here  alluded  to,  Librarian  to  Lord  Oxford. 

N**  240. 
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N''  240.    Saturday  Odlober  21,  1710. 
ADDISON*. 


Ad  pGpuIum phaleras*'-^ —  Pers.  Sat.  iii.  30, 

*  Such  pageantry  be  to  the  people  fhown: 

*  There  boad  thy  horfe's  trappings,  and  thy  own.' 

Dryden. 

Fronn  niy  own  Apartment,  Oflober  20. 

ID  O  not  remember  that  in  any  0/  my  Lu- 
cubrations I  have  touched  upon  that  ufe- 
ful  Science  of  PHYsic-f-,  notwithftanding  I  have 
declared  my felf  more  than  once  a  profeffor  of  it. 
I  have  indeed  joined  the  ftudy  of  aftrology  with 
it,  becaufe  I  never  knevv'  a  Phyjician  recommend 
himfelf  to  the  public,  who  had  not  a  filler  art 
to  embellifli  his  knowledge  in  Medicine.  It  has 

*  This  Paper  is  re-printed  by  Mr.  Tickell  in  his  edition 
of  Addison's  "  Works,"  in  4to,  vol.  II.  p.  329 ;  and  muft, 
therefore,  have  been  in  the  ///?  delivered  to  that  gentleman 
by  Steele.  It  is  likewife  marked  as  a  Paper  of  Addison 
in  the  MS. notes  of  Chriftopher  Byron,  efq.  mentioned  in 
Tat.  N^  74.  vol.  II.  p.  443,  Note. 

\  BicKERsTAFF  had  a  hint  given  him  to  touch  upon 
the  miferable  ftate  of  Medical  science,  in  a  ktter  figned 
Cain  Junior.  N^  195.  . 

been 
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been  commonly  obferved,  in  compliment  to  the 
ingenious  of  our  profeflion,  that  Apollo  was 
god  of  Verfe  as  well  as  Phyfic;  and,  in  all  ages, 
the  moft  celebrated  praflitioners of  our  country 
were  the  particular  favourites  of  the  Mufes. 
Poetry  to  Phyfic  is  indeed  like  the  gilding  to  a 
pill;  it  makes  the  art  Ihine,  and  covers  the  fe- 
verity  of  the  Dodtor  with  the  agreeablencfs  of 
the  companion. 

The  very  foundation  of  Poetry  hgoodfenfe  *, 
if  we  may  allow  Horace  to  be  a  judge  of 
the  art. 

Scribendi  re^ie  Japere  eft  £5?  principium  ^Jons. 

HoRS.  Ars  Poet.  309, 

*  Such  judgment  is  the  ground  of  writing  well.* 

Roscommon. 

And  If  fo,  we  have  reafon  to  believe,  that  the 
fame  man  who  writes  well  can  prefcribe  well,  if 
he  has  applied  himfelf  to  the  ftudy  of  both. 
Befides,  when  we  fee  a  man  making  profeflion 
of  two  different  fciences,  it  is  natural  for  us  to 
believe  he  is  no  pretender  in  that  which  we  are 
not  judges  of,  when  we  find  him  fkilful  \x\ 
that  which  we  underftand. 

Ordinary  quacks  and  charlatans  are  tho- 
roughly fenfible  how  neceflary  it  is  to  fupport 
themfelves  by  thefe  collateral  afiiftances,  and 
therefore  always  Jay  their  claims  to  fome 
fupernumerary  accompliftiments  which  are 
wholly  foreign  to  their  profeflion. 

*  Does  the  verb  ufed  here  for  \,\iQ  f'^bftantive  fignify  tafte 
or  good  fenfe? 

About 
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About  twenty  years  ago  it  was  impoffible  to 
walk  the  ftreets  without  having  an  advertife- 
ment  thruft  into  your  hand,  of  a  DoBor  **  who 
*'  had  arrived  at  the  knowledge  of  the  Green 
"  and  Red  Dragon,  and  had  difcovered  the  fe- 
'*  male  fern-feed."  Nobody  ever  knew  what 
this  meant}  but  the  Green  and  Red  Dragon  fo 
amufed  the  people,  that  the  DoBor  lived  very 
comfortably  upon  them.  About  the  fame  time 
there  was  pafted  a  very  hard  word  upon  every 
corner  of  the  ftreets.  This,  to  the  beft  of  my 
remembrance,  was 

Tetrachymagogon, 
which  drew  great  fhoals  of  fpeftators  about  it, 
who  read  the  bill  that  it  introduced  with  un- 
fpeakable  curiofity;  and,  when  they  were  fick, 
would  have  nobody  but  this  learned  man  for 
their  Phyfician. 

I  once  received  an  advertifement  of  one 
"  who  had  ftudied  thirty  years  by  candle-light 
^*  for  the  good  of  his  countrymen."  He  might 
have  ftudied  twice  as  long  by  day-lighty  and 
never  have  been  taken  notice  of.  But  Lucu- 
brations cannot  be  over- valued.  There  are 
fome  who  have  gained  themfelves  great  reputa- 
tion for  Fbylic  by  their  birth,  as  the  ^'  feventh 
^'  fon  of  a  feventh  fon"*)**  and  others  by  not  be- 
ing 

•  It  was  but  fair  that  the  women  too  fhould  rife,  as  they 
did,  in  like  manner,  both  to  medical  and  aftrological  repu- 
tation by  their  birth.     This  appears  from  an  advertifement 

of 
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Ing  born  at  all,  as  the  unborn  doctor*,  who,  I 
hear,  is  lately  gone  the  way  of  his  patients; 

having 

of  a  female  Phyfulan  and  Fortune-teller^  who  refts  her  me- 
rit on  htr  ht'ing  X.\\t  daughter  of  2i  feventh  daughter.  It  is 
faid,  but  with  little  certainty,  that  this  gentlewoman  was 
foreclofed  in  her  bufinefs,  and  blafted  in  her  fame,  by  a 
younger  twin-fifter,  who  claimed,  and  carried  the  prefer- 
ence, on  the  fcore  of  her  being  adually  iht  feventh  in  the 
fecond  order  o^  f evens, 

•  Enough  has  been  faid  in  the  antecedent  notes  concern- 
ing Kirleus^  the  unborn  Doctor.  Several  circumftances 
have  been  mentioned  concerning  his  family,  hardly  re- 
concileable  to  this  account  of  his  eftate,  which  feems  there- 
fore, fiaitious.  There  is  in  the  Britifti  Mufeum  an  hu- 
morous print,  intituled,  "  The  compleat  Au6lioneer." 
The  orator,  called  there,  Mr.  L— gs,  fweats  in  the  exer- 
cife  of  his  office  under  the  fhade  of  a  tree  [probably  in 
Moor-fields],  from  which  hangs  this  label  :  "  A  choice 
*'  colledion  of  books,  being  the  library  of  the  late  famous 
'^  unborn  Doctor."  Harl.  Cat.  5947.  Bagf.  Col.  Dr. 
Kirieus  had  probably  a  brifk  trade  and  advanced  prices  in 
confideration  of  his  being  unborn  ;  but  he  could  hardly 
have  realized  an  eftate  of  500I.  per  annum-,  for  his  fellow- 
pradtitioners  in  all  his  arts,  and  of  both  fexes,  were  fuper- 
abundantly  numerous,  and  their  profeiTional  fees  fufficiently 
moderate,  at  lealt  in  the  chirurgical  vi  ay  ;  witnefs  the  fol- 
lowing ad  vert  ifement : — "  Next  door  to  the  Red  Cow  in  Shoe- 
*'  Lane  liveth  E,  Comport,  who  letteth  blood,  and  draiveth  teeth 
*'  dextroujly,  for  what  you  call  for,'*     B .  Museum,  Ibidem. 

There  were  two  male  and  two  female  quacks  of  the  name 
of  Kirlem\  Thomas  the  father,  and  his  Ton  John  ;  Sufan- 
nah  the  widow  of  Thomas,  and  Mary  the  reli6l  of  John  ; 
but  it  does  not  appear  that  any  of  them  all  were  rich.  The 
women,  after  the  deceafe  of  their  hufbands,  engaged  in  a 
paper  war,  which  was  carried  on  about  this  time  in />^/tf- 
m/Vfl/ advertifements. 

•  Mrs.  Kirieus  and  Dr.  Cafe  are  faid  to  have  been  fcnt  for 
to  prefcribe  to  Partridge  in  his  laft  illnefs.  Swift's 
*'  Works,"  utfupray\o\.  III.  p.  193. 

BiCKERSTAFr 


!^"240       THE    TATLER;  369 

having  died  worth  five  hundred  pounds  per  ^;;- 
?2um,  though  he  was  not  born  to  a  halfpenny. 
My  ingenious  friend  Dr.  Saffold*  fuc- 
cecded  my  old  contemporary  do6lor  Lilly -f* 
in  the  ftudies  both  of  Phyfic  and  Aftrology,  to 
which  he  added  that  of  Poetry,  as  was  to  be 

BicKERsTAFF  mcntions  his  fifler  Ki/leus,  N°  226.  See 
alfo  N°  14,  N°  41 ;  and  Kotes. 

*  Thomas  Saffold  lived  "  at  the  Black  Ball  and  Lilly's 
''  Head,  next  door  to  the  feaiher-fhops  that  were  withia 
**  Black  Friars  gateway."  He  faid  in  his  advertifemcnts,— 
"  that  he  refolved  all  lawful  queftions  ;-^that  he  had  prac- 
*'  tifed  aftrology  24  years  ;  and  that  he  had  the  bifliop  of 
"  London's  licence  topradtife  phyfic,  from  Sept.  4,  1674.** 
There  are  no  dates  to  his  advertifements,  feveral  of  which 
are  preferved  in  a  curious  collecSlion  of  fugitive  papers, 
made  by  the  equally  ingenious  and  induftrious  Mr.  John 
Bagford,  and  now  depofited  in  the  Britifh  Mufeum."  See 
Harl.  Cat.  N^  5946,  &c. 

It  appears  from  a  hawker's  halfpenny  elegy  on  Dr. 
1  homas  SafFold,  ibidem -, — that  this  do£ior  died  May  12, 
1691  ; — and  that  he  had  been  originally  zvjeaver^  before  he 
became  a  fortune-teller,  or  an  under-graduate  in  phyfic,  by 
the  licence,  as  he  fays,  of  his  diocefan;  it  is  moft  probable 
that,  without  any  licence,  he  became  afterwards  a  Doctor 
per  faltum.  The  name  of  "  Dr.  bafFotd's  widow,  with 
aftrology,  poetry,  &c,"  occurs  in  a  lift  of  ladies  to  be  fold 
by  auction,  to  which  there  is  no  date.  A  contemptible 
mode  of  retailing  abufe  and  fcandal,  by  publiftiing  licenti- 
ous fale-catalogues  of  ladies,  was  very  prevalent  towards 
the  clofe  of  the  laft,  and  in  the  beginning  of  this  century, 
as  appears  from  many  halfpenny  papers  of  this  kind  in  Mr. 
Bagford's  collcdion  abovemeniioned.  See  Tat.  N"  166, 
and'N^  168. 

f  **•  Mr.  William  Lilly,  the  famous  aftrologcr,  died  June 
"  c),  1681,  and  was  buried  the  next  day  in  the  chancel  of 
*'  Walton  church." 

Vol.  IV.  B  b  feen 
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feen  both  upon  the  fign  where  he  livedj  and  hv 
the  bills  which  he  diftributed.  He  was  fuc- 
ceeded  by  Dr.  Case*^  who  erafed  the  verfes 

of 

*  Dr.  Cafe,  rfientioned  m  N'  20,  as  remarkable  for 
Kis  nefciencey  fucceeded  to  Saffo/d's  habitation  in  Black- 
Friars  gate- way,  oppofite  to  Eudgate-church,.  whence  he 
ifTued  his  advertifements,-  pennlsd  with- equal  elegance  and' 
modefty,  but  an  air  of  greater  familiarity  '*  Their  old- 
*^  phyjtcian  begged  they  would  not  f&rget  him; — he  gives 
•' his  advice  for  nothing;— his  cures  are  private" — "At 
*«  Lii/y*s  Head,  &c.  is  the  only  place  to  obtain  health,  long^ 
*'  life,  and  happinefs,  by  your  old  f?'! end  Dr»  Cafe, who  ex- 
*'  tirpates  the  foundation  of  all  difeafes."  He  gilded  the 
hlac^  ball  of  his  prcdeceiTor. 

«  At  the  G(^den  Ball  and  Lillie's  Head 
"  John  Gafe  livesr  though  SafFold's-  dead.'* 
His  hand  bills  were  commonly  adorned  with  a  variety  of 
emblematic  devices,  and  poetry,  of  which,  it  may  be, 
moft  readers  have  got  one  d\{\:[ch  fatis  fupergue.  The  curi- 
ous may  regale  themfelves,  ad  libitum^  by  having  recourfe  td^ 
many  of  the  original  records  of  his  fame  or  infamy,  ftill 
extant,  ut  fupra. 

Dr.  Gafe  was  kept  continually  to  his  mettle,  and  on  the 
ftretch  of  his  advertifing  talents,  by  a  multitude  of  kindred 
competitors  for  fame  and  employment.  Among  thefe  was 
a  medical  prodigy  in  Black  Friar«,  Juft  under  his  nofe,  who 
,  afFeded  to  be  diftinguifhed  by  the  title  of  the  renovating 
Doctor.  His  name  was  Dr.  Mofes  Stringer,  her  iMa- 
jefty's  chjmiji^  and  mineral  ma/ier- general:  This  man  feems 
to  have  been  the  prince  of  the  quacks^  of  his  time  ;  he  went 
upon  a  large  fcale  in  his  multifarious  undertakings,  and  had^ 
among  a  variety  of  fpecifics  of  his  own  difcovery,  an  elixir 
renovans^  which  cured  effe(Stually  the  gout  an3  old  age. 
He  appealed  for  its  efficacy  to  experiments  too  ludicrous  to 
mention^  which  the  curious  may  fee  in  a  narrative  of  his 
wonders,  on  a  half-fheet,  printed  on  both  fides,  and  ad- 
dfefled  in  the  form  of  a  letter  to  Dr,  Wodrofe,  mafler  of 

Worceftcr 


N*24o.       THE    TATLER.  371 

of  his  predeceflbr  out  of  the  fign-poft,  and  fub- 
ftituted  in  their  place  two  of  his  own^  which 
were  as  follow  :  1^ 

B  b  2  within 


.Worceder  College,  late  Gloucefler  Hall,  in  Oxford.  Harl, 
tat.  59:51. 

The  buCmcCs  of  animal  m/7g7ictifm^  if  it  was  not  quite  fo 
profitable,  as  it  is  faid  to  been  fince  in  France,  was  fully 
as  common  here,  and  as  well  underftood  then,  as  it  feems 
to  be  there  or  here,  at  this  day.  Mr.  Valentine  Greatraks, 
about  fifty  years  before  this  time,  firoakeci\  and  difpelled  al- 
moft  all  kinds  of  difeafes  with  his  hands,  and  his  gloves, 
as  appears  from  the  autograph  atteflations  of  the  hon.  Mr. 
R.  Boyle  in  the  BritiJJj  Mufeum.  MSS,  Birch^  4293.  When 
this  magnetical  do6tor  went  the  v/ay  of  his  patients,  his 
art,  or  his  virtue,  did  not  perifb  with  him.  In  aid  of  the  fmall 
portion  of  it  which  was  hereditary  in  the  then  royal  family. 
Dr.  H.  M.  Herwig  came  over  from  Germany  to  eftablifhhere 
the  true  theory  and  pradicc  of  the  art  of  curing  magnetically^ 
and  publiflied  with  this  view  the  book  mentioned  N°  220, 
ad finem.  The  meaicmal  Art,  was  a  mere  handicraft  bufi- 
tiefs ;  the  QjJeen  herfelf  dealt  a  little  in  this  fuperfine  mode 
of  healing,  and  difpenfed  at  times,  efpecially  in  Lent,  and 
on  Good  Fridays,  that  portion  of  fanative  magnetic  virtue, 
which  fhe  inherited  from  her  anceftors.  It  operated  only  in 
fcrophulous  cafes,  but  in  thefe  it  muft  have  had  a  wonder- 
ful efficacy  ;  for  Dr.  Swift,  who  lived  much  at  court,  and 
had  the  beft  means  of  being  well  informed,  wasearneftly 
defirous  to  procure  a  boy,  who  laboured  under  the  evil,  the 
benefit  of  this  fovereign  remedy.  But  her  Majefty  was 
not  always  in  a  condition,  or  in  a  humour  to  touch  ;  and 
fo  it  is  probable  that  the  boy  might  die  in  the  interval.  Dr. 
SwiFT  might  not  knov/  this,  but  it  is  demonflrable,  from 
an  advertifement  yet  in  being,  that  a  poor  girl,  who  had 
neither  toes  nor  fingers,  with  greater  philanthropy,  and 
equal  fuccefs,  touched,  and  ftroaked  with  her  flumps,  all 
the  year  rounds  and  for  nothing,  though  it  is  faid  indeed  at. 
the  bottom,  that  the  price  for  feeing  her  was  fixpence. — — 
There  is  a  curious  hillory  of  royal  quackery  in  Nichols's 

"  Anecdotes 
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Within  this  place 
Lives  dodlor  Case, 


"Anecdotes  of  Mr.  Bowyer,"  4to,  J783,  p.  igg,  mte^ 
and  p.  572,  et  feq.  The  Pla5v^  1  agenets  and  the  Stuarts- 
were  it  leems  equally  gifted  with  a  miraculous  power  of 
curing  the  cramp  and  the  King's  Evil. 

A  variety  of  collateral,  and  kindred  arts  were  carried  to 
wonderful  perfection,— Z'^w^/i^^  regno  Cytiarce, 

The  artificial  glafs  eyes,  which  were  made  in  this  queenV 
reign,  had  even  the  motions  6^  natural  eyes;  and  G.  Par- 
ker, the  almanac-maker,  who  was  alfo  a  cutler,  made  arti^ 
£cial  legs  with  fuch  nicety,  "  that  there  was  no  diftin- 
*'  guifhing  them  from  natural  ones,  to  which  ihey  were,  in 
**  ibme  refpecSls,  preferable.*' 

The  fcope  of  this  Paper  leads  only  to  fpeak  o^  medicinal 
ARTS,  and  of  fuch  natural  fons  and  daughters  of  JEfcula- 
pius,  as  no  epifcopal  licence  could  legitimate.  Cf  their 
tranfcendant  fkill  in  every  way,  or  their  want  of  ir^  the 
Reader  muft  be  left  to  judge  for  himfelf  from  their  own 
authentic  memorials.  iVJany  of  them  are  curious;  ex  una 
{iifce  omnes. 

tit  "  George  Faircloughyraedico-ocuriff,  who  was  blind 
*'  himfelf,.  and  hath  given  fuch  eminent  proofs  of  curing 
*'  all  forts  of  eyes  of  late  in  London,  and  fo  oft  cautioned- 
*'  all  perfons  againft  quacks,  mountebanks^  and  old  women, 
*'  hath  now  done  fuch  a  wonderful  cure  at  the  Bath  upon  a 
*'  perfon,  by  one  breaking  into  his  houfe  by  night,  firft 
**  itriking  the  man  down  with  a  piece  of  iron,  then  bat- 
**  tered  and  flatted  his  face,  and  twifting  his  hands  in  his 
*'  hair,  placed  his  thumbs  in  the  corners  of  both  his  eyes, 
*'  and  by  violence  forced  them  out.  In  this  barbarous  man- 
*'  ner  was  brought  to  me,  as  dead  as  a  fheep's  eye  cut  out 
*'  of  its  head;  yet,  with  God's  afliftance,  hath  replaced 
•'  his  eyes,  and  reftorcd  him  to  perfect  fight  again.  This 
*'  being  notorioufly  known  to  the  whole  city,  and  all  gen- 
''  tlemen  and  ladies  here.  The  mayor  and  juftices  fent  the 
**  criminal  to  prifon  for  the  fame. — The  Doctor  like- 
<«  wife,"-— /^//j.  Postman,  N°  844;  Ibidem^  7  or  8  times; 
Jan.  17, 1702,  &c. 

He 
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He  IS  faid  to  have  got  more  by  this  diftich," 
than  Mr.  Dryden  did  by  all  his  works.  There 
would  be  no  end  of  enumerating  the  feveral 
imaginary  perfections,  and  unaccountable  arti- 
fices, by  which  this  tribe  of  men  enfnare  the 
minds  of  the  vulgar,  and  gain  crouds  of  ad-^ 
mirers.  I  have  ktn  the  whole  front  of  a 
mountebank's  ftage,  from  one  end  to  the  other, 
faced  with  patents,  certificates,  medals,  and 
great  feals,  by  which  the  feveral  princes  of  Eu-r 
rope  have  teitified  their  particular  refpeft  and 
efteem  for  the  Dodor.  Every  great  man  with  a 
founding  title  has  been  his  patient.  1  believe  I 
have  ken  twenty  mountebanks  that  have  given 
phyfic  to  the  Czar  of  Mufcovy.  The  Great 
Duke  of  Tufcany  efcapes  no  better.  The 
Elector  of  Brandenburgh  was  likewife  a  very 
good  patient. 

This  great  condefcenlion  of  the  Doftor  draws 
upon  him  much  good  will  from  his  audience; 
audit  is  ten  to  one,  but  if  any  of  them  be 
troubled  with  an  aching  tooth,  his  ambition^ 
will  prompt  him  to  get  it  drawn  by  a  perfon, 
who  has  had  fo  many  princes,  kings,  and  em- 
perors, under  his  hands. 

I  muft  not  leave  this  fubjecl  without  obferv- 
ing,  that  as  phyficians  are  apt  to  deal  in  Poetry, 
apothecaries  endeavour  to  recommend  them- 
felves  by  Oratory,  and  are  therefore,  without 
controverfy,  the  moft  eloquent  perfons  in  the 
whole  Britiih  nation.  I  would  not  willingly 
^ifcourage  any  of  the  arts,  efpecially  that  of 
B  b  ^  which 
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which  I  am  an  humble  profeffor;  but  I  muft 
confefs,  for  the  good  of  my  native  country,  I 
could  vvilh  there  might  be  a  fufpenfion  of  Phyfic 
for  fome  years,  that  our  kingdom,  which  has 
been  fo  much  -exhaufted  by  the  wars,  might 
have  leave  to  recruit  itfelf. 

As  for  myfelf,  the  only  Phyfic  which  has 
brought  me  iafe  to  almofl:  the  age  of  man,  and 
which  1  prefcribe  to  all  my  friends,  is  AbJU^ 
nence.  This  is  certainly  the  beli  Phyfic  for  pre- 
vention, and  very  often  the  moft  effeftual  againft 
a  prefent  diftemper  ^.  In  fliort,  my  Recipe  is, 
*'  Take  nothing." 

Wer^  the  body  politic  to  be  phyficked  like 
particular  perfons,  I  fhould  venture  to  prefcribe 
to  it  after  the  fame  manner.  I  remember, 
when  our  whole  ifland  v/as  fliaken  with  an 
earthquake  fome  years  ago,  there  was  an  im- 
pudent mountebank  who  fold  pills,  w'hich,  as  he 
told  the  country  people,  were  "  very  good 
againft  an  earthquake."  It  may,  perhaps,  be 
thought  as  abfurd  to  prefcribe  a  diet  for  the 
allaying  popular  commotions,  and  national 
ferments.  But  I  am  verily  perfuaded,  that  if 
in  fuch  a  cafe  a  whole  people  were  to  enter 
into  a  courfe  of  Ahjlinence^  and  eat  nothing 
but  water  gruel  for  a  fortnight,  it  would  abate 
the  rageandanimofity  of  parties,  and  not  a  lit- 
tle contribute  to  the  cure  of  a  diftrafted  nation. 
Such  ayi?/?  would  have  a  natural  tendency  to 

*  See  N°  148,  and  M/^. 

the 
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the  procuring  of  thofe  ends,  for  which  aj^  is 
ufually  proclaimed.  If  any  man  has  a  mind  to 
^nter  on  fuck  a  voluntary  Abfiinence,  it  might 
jiot  be  improper  to  give  him  the  caution  of 
Pythagoras  in  particular;  Abjline  a  Fabisy 
«'  Abftain  from  Beans:"  that  is,  fay  the  inter- 
preters, **  Meddle  not  with  elections ;"  beans 
Iiaving  been  made  ufe  of  by  the  voters  among 
iht  Athenians  in  the  choice  of  magiftrates. 


N°  241.   Tuefday,    O<9:ober  24,  1710. 
STEELE  *• 


From  my  own  Apartment,  Oofbber  23. 

A  method  of  fpending  one*s  time  agreeably 
is  a  thing  fo  little  ftudied,  that  the  com- 
^?ion  ^mufenaent  of  our  young  gentlemen,  efpe- 
B  b  4  cially 

*  In  CQnformity  to  the  general  rule  in  all  cafes  of  du- 
biety, this  paper  is  here  afcribed  to  Steele.  No  mention 
was  made  of  it,  or  of  the  following  Paper,  in  the  UJi  deli- 
vered to  Mr.  Tickell,  who  hsis  not  re-printed  either  the 
one  or  the  other  in  his  editi'OP^  of  Apdison's  "Works;" 
nor  is  there  any  notice  taken  of  either  in  the  MS.  notes  of 
C.  Byron,  efq.  mentioned  in  Tat,  ]S°  74,  note^  p-  443, 
vol.  11. 

In  this  and  the  following  Paper  there  are  errata  point- 
^jd  out,  very  mych  after  Addison's  manner,  in  N*^  243,  of 

which 
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cially  of  fuch  as  are  at  a  diftance  from  thofe  of 
the  firfl:  brefding,   is  Drinkhig.     This  way  of 
entertainment  has  cuftom  on  its  fide;  but,   as 
much  as  it  has   prevailed,  i  believe  there  have 
been  very  few  comp^inies  that  have  been  guilty 
of  excels  this  way,  where  there  have  not  hap- 
pened more  accidents  which  make  againft.  than 
for  the  continuance  of  it.     it  is  very  common 
that  events  arifefrom  a  debauch  which  are  fatal, 
and  always  fuch  as  are  difagreeable.     With  all 
a  man's  reaion  and  good  fenfe  about  him,  his 
tongue  is  apt  to  utter  things  out  of  mere  gaiety 
of  heart,  which  may  difpleafe  his  heft  friends. 
Who  then  would  truft  himfelf  to  the  power  of 
wine,  without  faying  more  againft  it,  than  that 
it    raifes   the    imagination,    and  deprefles  the 
judgement?  Were  there  only  this  fnigle  confix 
deration,  that  we  are  lefs  matters  of  ourfelves, 

^vhich  there  is  undeniable  evidence  that  he  was  the  au- 
thor. Both  numbers  are  now  corre£lly  printed  according 
to  the  directions  given  in  the  Paper  in  folio  abovementioned. 
Whoever  was  the  real  author  of  this  Paper,  it  is  obvious 
to  remarlc,  that  Bickerstaff,  vvith  commendable  fpirit, 
and  impartial  fcverity,  cenfures  here  a  vice,  more  common 
among  ecnilemen  and  fcholars,  in  thofe  days,  than  it  is 
now,  and  for  which  both  Steele  and  Addison  are  faid  to 
have  been  cenfurable.  It  ought  likewife  to  be  obferved 
here,  in  julxice  to  their  very  rcfpectable  characters,  that  if 
this  Was  not  indeed  the  only  inftance,  it  was,  perhaps,  the 
moft  glaring  of  the  few  inllances  in  which  their  writings 
and  their  lives  were  in  fome  meafure  at  variance. 
Vitiis  nemo  fine  najcitw  \  cptimus  ille 


^ui  minimis  urgetur,  HoR, 

See-  NS  235,  l^ote^  and  N^  252.  and  Note, 


when 
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when  we  drink  in  the  leaft  proportion  above  the 
exigencies  of  thirfi: ;  1  fay,  were  this  all  that 
could  be  objefted,  it  were  fufficient  to  make  us 
abhor  this  vice.  But  we  may  go  on  to  fay  that 
as  he  who  drinks  but  a  little  is  not  mafter  of 
himfelf,  fo  he  who  drinks  much  is  a  flave  to 
himfelf.  As  for  my  part,  I  ever  efteemed-a 
Drunkard  of  all  vicious  perfons  the  moft  vici- 
ous: for  if  our  a6lions  are  to  be  weighed  and 
confidered  according  to  the  intention  of  them, 
what  can  we  think  of  him,  who  puts  himfelf 
into  a  circumftance,  wherein  he  can  have  no  in- 
tention at  all,  but  incapacitates  himfelf  for  the 
duties  and  offices  of  life,  by  a  fufpenfion  of  all 
his  faculties?  If  a  man  confiders  that  he  cannot, 
under  the  oppreffion  of  Drink,  be  a  friend,  a 
gentleman,  a  mafter,  or  a  fubje£l;  that  he  has 
Jo  long  banidied  himfelf  from  all  that  is  dear, 
and  given  up  all  that  is  facred  to  him;  he  would 
even  then  think  of  a  debauch  with  horror.  But 
when  he  looks  ftill  further,  and  acknowledges, 
that  he  is  not  only  expelled  out  of  all  the  rela- 
tions pf  life,  but  alfo  liable  to  offend  againft 
them  all ;  what  words  can  exprefs  the  terror  and 
deteftation  he  would  have  of  fuch  a  condition? 
And  yet  he  owns  all  this  qf  himfelf,  who  fays 
he  was  dnmk  lad  night» 

As  1  have  all  along  perfifted  in  it,  that  all  the 
vicious  in  general  are  in  a  ftate  of  Death  ;  lo  I 
think  I  may  add  to  thp  non-exiftence  of  Drunk- 
ards^ that  they  died  by  their  own  hands.  He  is 
certainly  as  guilty  oi  ftjicide  who  perifl^es  by  a 

flow, 
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flow,  as  fae  that  is  difpatched  by  an  immediate 
poifon.  In  my  laft  Lucubration  I  propofed 
the  general  ufe  pf  water-gruel,  and  hinted  that 
it  might  not  be  ami.fs  at  this  very  feafon.  But 
as  there  are  {omt  whofe  cafes,  in  regard  to  their 
families,  will  not  admit  of  delay;  1  have  ufed 
my  intereft  in  feveral  wards  of  the  city,  that  the 
.wholefome  reftorative  abovementioned  may  be 
given  in  tavern-kitchens  to  all  the  morning- 
draughts-men,  within  the  walls,  when  they  call 
for  wine  before  noon.  For  a  further  reftraint 
and  mark  upon  fuch  perfons,  I  have  given  or- 
ders, that  in  all  the  offices  where  policies  are 
drawn  upon  lives,  it  fhall  be  added  to  the  arti- 
cle which  prohibits  that  the  nominee  fhould 
crofs  the  fea,  the  words,  ^'  Provided  alfo  that 
f  the  abovementioned  A.  B.  fhall  not  drink 
*'  before  dinner  during  the  term  mentioned  in 
*^  this  indenture/' 

I  am  not  without  hopes,  that  by  this  method 
I  fhall  bring  fome  unfizeable  friends  of  mine  in- 
to fhape  and  breadth,  as  well  as  others,  who  are 
languid  and  confurnptive,  into  health  and  vi- 
gour. Mod  of  the  felf-murderers  whom  I  yet 
hinted  at,  are  fuch  as  preferve  a  certain  regula- 
rity in  taking  their  poifon,  and  make  it  mix 
pretty  well  with  their  food.  But  the  moft  con- 
ipicuous  of  thofe  who  deftroy  themfelves,  are 
fuch  as  in  their  youth  fall  into  this  fort  of  de- 
bauchery ;  and  contrail  a  certain  uneafinefs  of 
fpirit,  which  is  not  to  be  diverted  but  by  tip- 
pling as  often  as  they  can  fall  into  company  ia 

th? 
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the  day,  and  conclude  with  downright  Drunken^ 
nefs  at  night.  Thefe  gentlemen  never  know  the 
ifatisfaflion  of  youth;  but  fkip  the  years  of 
pianhood,  and  are  decrepit  foon  after  they  are  of 
age.  I  was  godfather  to  one  of  thefe  old  fel- 
lows. He  is  now  tbree-and-thirty,  which  is  the 
grand  climafteric  of  a  young  Drunkard.  I  went 
to  vifit  the  crazy  wretch  this  morning,  with  no 
other  purpofe  but  to  rally  him  under  the  pain 
and  uneafinefs  of  being  fober. 

But  as  our  faults  are  double  when  they  affe6t 
others  befides  ourfelves,  fo  this  vice  is  ftill  more 
odious  in  a  married  than  a  lingle  man.  He  that 
is  the  hulband  of  a  woman  of  honour,  and 
comes  home  over- loaded  with  wine,  is  ftill  more 
contemptible  in  proportion  to  the  regard  we 
have  to  the  unhappy  confort  of  his  beftiality. 
The  imagination  cannot  fhape  to  itfelf  anything 
more  monft/ous  and  unnatural  than  the  famili- 
arities betwen  Drimkennefs  and  Chafttty\  The 
wretched  Astr^a,  who  is  the  perfection  of 
beauty  and  innocence,  has  long  been  thus  con- 
demned for  life.  The  romantic  tales  of  virgins 
devoted  to  the  jaws  of  monfters,  have  nothing 
in  them  fo  terrible  as  the  gift  of  Astrjea  to 
that  Bacchanal. 

The  reflexion  of  fuch  a  match  as  fpotlefs  in- 
nocence with  abandoned  lewdnefs,  is  what  puts 
this  vice  in  the  worft  figure  it  can  bear  with  re-^ 
gard  to  others;  but  when  it  is  looked  upon 
with  refpeft  only  to  the  Drunkard  himfelf,  it 
has  deformities  enough  to  make  it  difagreeable^ 

which 
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which  may  be  fummed  up  in  a  word,  by  allow- 
ing, that  he  who  refigns  his  reafon,  is  adually 
guilty  of  all  th^t  he  is  liable  to  from  the  want 
of  reafon. 

P,  S.  Among  many  other  enormities,  thsre 
are  two  in  the  following  letters  which  I  think 
ihould  be  fuddenly  amended  ;  but  fince  they  are 
fins  of  omiffion  only,  I  fhall  not  make  remarks 
upon  them  until  I  find  the  delinquents  pe;*fift  m 
their  errors  j  and  the  inferting  the  letters  them? 
fclves  fhall  be  all  their  prefent  admonition. 

Mr..  BicKERSTAFF,  0£lober  16. 

<*  Several  that  frequent  divine- fervice  At  Saint 
*^  Paul's,  as  well  as  myfelf,  having,  with  great 
*'  fatisfadion,  obferved  the  good  effect  which 
**  your  animadverfion  had  on  an  excefs  in  per- 
*•*  formance  there  *j  it  is  requefted,  that  yoq 
**  will  take  notice  of  a  contrary  fault,  which  is, 
^^  the  unconcerned  filence,  and  the  motionlefs 
•*  poftures,  of  others  who  come  thither.  If  this 
**  cuftom  prevails,  the  congregation  willrefem- 
**  blean  audience  at  a  play-houfe,  or,  rather,  a 
^'  filent  meeting  of  quakers.  Your  cenfuring 
**  fuch  church-mutes,  in  the  manner  you  think 
**  fit,  may  make  thefe  diffenters  join  with  us, 
''  out  of  fear  le^  you  fliould  further  animadvert 
*'  upon  their  non-conformity  According  as 
"  ):his  fucceeds,  you  Ihall  hear  from,    Sir, 

''  Your  moft  humble  fervant,  B.  B/- 

*  See  Tat.  N°  56,  N^  61,  N°  67,  N°  70,  and  notes  on 
Stentor. 

"  Mr. 
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^*  Mr.  BiCKERSTAFF, 

•'  I  was  the  other  day  in  company  with  a  gen- 
**  tleman,  who,  in  reciting  his  own  qualifica- 
*'  tions,  concluded  every  period  with  thefe 
•*  words,  the  bejl  of  any  man  in  England,  Thus", 
''  for  example:  he  kept  the  beft  houfe  of  any 
"  man  in  England  ^  he  underftood  this,  and 
**  that,  and  the  other,  the  beft  of  any  man  in 
"  England.  How  harfh  and  ungrateful  foever 
•'  this  expreffion  might  found  to  one  of  my  na- 
**  tion,  yet  the  gentleman  was  q.ae  whom  it  no 
•'  ways  became  me  to  interrupt;  but  perhaps  a 
"  new  term  put  into  his  by-words  (as  they  call  a 
•*  fentence  a  man  particularly  affects)  may  cure 
*'  him.  I  therefore  took  a  refolutlon  to  apply 
*'  to  you,  who,  1  dare  fay,  can  eafily  perluade 
*'  this  gentleman,  whom  1  cannot  believe  an 
"  enemy  to  the  Union,  to  mend  his  phrafe,  and 
'*  be  hereafter  the  wifeft  of  any  man  in  Great- 
**  Britain  ^\  I  am,  Sir,  your  moft  humble 
*'  fervant,  Scoto  Britannus." 

Advertisement. 
'*  Whereas  Mr.  Humphrey  Trelooby, 
**  wearing  his  own  hair,  a  pair  of  buck-lkiu 
"  breeches,  a  hunting-whip,  witKa  new  pair  of 
*'  fpurs,  has  complained  to  the  Censor,  that  on 
**  Thurfday  laft  he  was  defrauded  of  half-a- 
**  crown,  under  pretence  of  a  duty  to  the  fexton- 

*  See  Tat.  N°  258,  Let-  i,  and  note, 

for 
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"  for  feeing  the  cathedral  of  St.  Paul,  London : 
**  it  is  hereby  ordered,  that  none  hereafter  re- 
•*  quire  above  fixpence  of  any  country  gentle- 
'^  man  under  the  age  of  twenty-five  for  that  li- 
*'  berty;  and  that  all  which  (hall  be  received 
**  above  the  faid  fam,  of  any  perfon,  for  behold- 
**  ing  the  infide  of  that  facred  edifice,  be  forth- 
*'  with  paid  to  Mr.  John  Morphew,  for  the  uft 
**  of  Mr.  BicKERSTAFF,  uudcf  pain  of  further 
*•  cenfure  on  the  above-mentioned  extortion." 

***  This  day  is  publifhed,  one  hundred  of  the  Tatlers^ 
vrritten  by  Isaac  Bickerstaff,  efq.  printed  in  a  neat 
pocket  edition,  &c.  Printed  and  fold  by  H. Hills,  in  BlaCk 
Fryars,  and  J.  Baker,  at  the  Black  Boy  in  Pater  nofter 
Row.  Price,  bound  in  calf,  4s.  N.  B.  A  fet  of  the  half- 
fheet  brown  Tailers  that  come  out  weekly,  tviih  all  their 
faults^  are  fold  for  above  double  the  price,  befides  binding. 
Bagford's  Coll.  Brit.  Muf. 

This  impudent,  original  advertifement  of  the  firft  pirated 
edition  of  the  Tatler  has  no  date.  For  the  marks  of  this 
fpurious  edition,  fee  the  genuine  Tat.  N®  i()^,  ad  finem^ 


N''242,      Thurfdav,  Oftober  26,  1710, 
STEELE*. 


^.is  iniqu^ 


I 


Tatn  pattens  urbisy  tarn  f err  em  ut  teneat  Je  ? 

Juv.  Sat.  i.  ja. 
To  view  fo  lewd  a  town,  and  to  refrain. 
What  hoops  of  iron  could  my  fpleen  contain? 

Dryden. 
From  my  own  Apartment,  06lober  25. 
T  was  with  very  great  difpleafurc  I  heard 
this  day  a  man  fay  of  a  companion  of  his, 

with 
•  See  Tat.  N"  241,  Note. 
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#ith  an  air  of  approbation,  *'  You  knaw  Tom 
***  never  fails  of  faying  a  fpitcf ul  thing.  He  has 
"  a  great  deal  of  wit,  but  Satire  is  his  particular 
•*  talent.  DicUyou  mind  how  he  put  the  young 
*'  fellow  out  of  countenance  that  pretended  ta 
"  talk  to  hiiTi  V  Such  impertinent  applaufes 
which  one  meets  with  every  day,  put  me  upon 
eonfidering  what  true  Raillery  and  Satire  were 
in  themfelves^;  and  this,  metfiought,  occurred 
f o  me  from  refledion  upon  the  great  and  excel-* 
lent  perfons  that  were  admired  for  talents  this 
way.  When  I  had  run  over  feveral  fuch  in  my 
thoughts,  I  concluded,  however  unaccountable 
the  affertion  might  appear  at  firft  fight,  that 
good-nature  was  an  effential  quality  inaSatirifl-, 
and  that  all  the  fentiments  which  are  beautiful 
in  this  way  of  writing,  muft  proceed  from  that 
quality  in  the  author.  Good-nature  produces  a 
difdain  of  all  bafenefs,  vice,  and  folly;  which 
prompts  them  to  exprefs  themfelves  with  fmart- 
nefs  againft  the  errors  of  men,  without  bitter- 
nefs  towards  their  perfons.  This  quality  keep^ 
the  mind  in  equanimity,  and  never  lets  an  of- 
fence unfeafonably  throw  a  man  out  of  his  cha-* 
racier.  When  Virgil  faid,  ''  he  that  did  not 
"  hate  Bavius  might  love  M/svius,"  he  was  in 
perfe6t  good  humour ;  and  was  not  fo  much 
moved  at  their  abfurdities,  as  paffionately  ta 
call  them  fots  or  blockheads  in  a  dirert  invec- 
tive, but  laughed  at  them  with  a  delicacy  of 
fcorn,  without  any  mixture  of  anger* 

The 
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The  bed:  good  man,  with  the  word  natur'd  muft, 
was  the  charader  among  us  of  a  gentleman  as 
famous  for  his  humanity  as  his  wit*. 

The  ordinary  fubje6ls  for  fatire  are  fuch  as 
incite  the  greateft  indignation  in  the  heft  tem- 
pers, and  confequently  men  of  fuch  a  make  are 
the  beft  quaHfied  for  fpeaking  of  the  offences  in 
human  hfe.  Thcfe  men  can  behold  vice  and 
folly,  when  they  injure  perfons  to  whom  they 
are  wholly  unacquainted,  with  the  farhe  feverity 
as  others  refent  the  ills  they  do  to  themfelves, 
A  good  natured  man  cannot  fee  an  overbearing 
fellow  put  a  bafliful  man  of  merit  out  of  coun* 
tenance,  or  outftrip  him  in  the  purfuit  of  any 
advantage,  but  he  is  on  fire  to  fuccour  the  op- 
prefled,  to  produce  the  merit  of  the  one,  and 
confront  the  impudence  of  the  other. 

The  men  of  the  greateft  charafler  in  this  kind 
were  Horace  and  Juvenal.  There  is  not, 
that  I  remember,  one  ill-natured  exprefTion  in 
all  their  writings,  nor  one  fentence  of  feverity, 
which  does  not  apparently  proceed  from  the 
contrary  difpofition.  Whoever  reads  them 
will,  1  believe,  be  of  this  mind  -,  and  if  they 
were  read  with  this  viev^,  it  might  poffibly  per- 
fuade  our  young  fellows,  that  they  may  be  very 
witty  men  without  fpeaking  ill  of  any  but  thole 

*  This  was  faid,  by  the  earl  of  Rochefter,  of  the  cele- 
brated Lord  BuCKHURST,  afterwards  earl  of  Dorset^  It 
it  faid  likewife  of  Dr.  Arbuthnot,  '*  that  he  liked  an 
*'  ill-natured  jeft  the  beft  of  any  good-natured  man  in  the 
*'  kingdom.". 

who 
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who  deferve  it.  But,  in  the  perufal  of  thefe 
writers,  it  may  not  be  unneceflary  to  confider, 
that  they  lived  in  very  different  times.  Horace 
was  intimate  with  a  Prince  of  the  greateftgood- 
nefs  and  humanity  imaginable,  and  his  Court 
was  formed  after  his  example:  therefore  the 
ifaults  that  poet  falls  upon  were  little inconfift- 
encies  in  behaviour,  falfe  pretences  to  politenefs, 
or  impertinent  affe6Vations  of  what  men  were 
not  fit  for.  Vices  of  a  coarfer  fort  could  not 
come  under  his  confideration,  or  enter  the  pa- 
lace of  Augustus.  Juvenal,  on  the  other 
hand,  lived  under  Domitian,  in  whofe  reign 
tvery  thing  that  was  great  and  noble  was  ba- 
nifhed  the  habitations  of  the  men  in  power. 
Therefore  he  attacks  vice  as  it  paffes  by  in  tri- 
umph, not  as  it  breaks  into  converfation.  The 
fall  of  empire,  contempt  of  glory,  and  a  general 
degeneracy  of  manners,  are  before  his  eyes  in 
all  his  waitings.  In  the  days  of  Augustus,  to 
have  talked  like  Juvenal  had  been  madnefs ; 
or  in  thofe  of  Domiti.^n,  like  Horace.  Mo- 
rality and  virtue  are  every  where  recommended 
in  Horace,  as  became  a  man  in  a  polite  Court, 
from  the  beauty,  the  propriety  the  convenience 
of  purfuing  them.  Vice  and  corruption  are 
attacked  by  Juvenal  in  a  ftyle  which  denotes, 
he  fears  he  fhall  not  be  heard  without  he  calls 
to  them  in  their  own  language,  with  a  bare- 
faced mention  of  the  villanies  and  obfcenitics 
of  his  contemporaries. 

Vol.  IV.  C  c  This 
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This  accidental  t'alk  of  th^fe  two  great  men- 
carries  me  from  my  defign,  which  was  to  tell 
fome  coxcombs  that  run  about  this  tov/n  with- 
the  name  of  fmart  fatirical  fellows,  that  they  are 
by  no  means  qualified  for  the  chara^^ers  th«y 
pretend  to,  of  being  fevere  upon  other  men  ; 
for  they  want  Good-Nature.  There  is  no  foun- 
dation in  them  for  arriving  at  what  they  aim  atj^ 
and  they  may  as  well  pretend  to  flatter  as  rally 
agreeably,  without  bein^g  gcod-nattircd. 

There  is  a  certain  iinpartiality  neceffary  to 
make  what  a  m-an-  fays  bear  any  weight  with' 
thofe  he  fpeaks  to.  This  quality,  with  refpecl 
to  mens  errors  and  vices,  is  never  feen  but  in- 
good'?2atured  men.  They  have  ever  fuch  a 
franknefs  of  mind,  and  benevolence  to  all  men, 
that  they  cannot  receive  impreffions  of  unkind-' 
nefs  without  mature  deliberation ;  and  writing 
or  fpeaking  ill  of  a  man  upon  perfonal  eonfide- 
rations,  is  fo  irreparable  and  mean  an  injury,. 
that  no  one  poflelied  of  this  quality  is  capable 
of  doing  it:  but  in' all  ages  there  have  been  in- 
terpreters to  authors  when  living,  of  the  fame 
genius  with  the  commentators  into  whofe 
hands  they  fall  when  dead.  I  dare  fay  it  is 
impoflible  for  any  man  of  more  wit  than  one 
of  thefe  to  take  any  of  the  four-and  twenty 
letters,  and  form  out  of  them  a  name  to  de- 
fcribe  the  chara6ler  of  a  vicious  man  with 
greater  life,  but  one  of  thefe  would  immedi- 
ately cry,  "  Mr.  Such-a-one  is  meant  in  that 
1^  place."     But  the  truth  of  it  is,  fatirifts  de- 

fcribe 
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fcribe  the  age,  and  backbiters  affign  their  de- 
fcriptions  to  private  men. 

In  all  terms  of  reproof,  when  the  fentence  ap- 
pears to  arife  from  perfonal  hatred  or  paffion, 
it  is  not  then  made  the  caufeof  mankind,  but  a 
mifanderftanding  between  two  perfons.  For 
this  reafon  the  rcprefentations  of  a  good-na- 
tured man  bear  a  pleafantry  in  them,  v/hich 
fhews  there  is  no  n-iahgnity  at  heart,  and  by 
confequence  they  are  attended  to  by  his  hearers 
or  readers,  becaufe  they  are  unprejudiced.  1  his 
deference  is  only  what  is  due  to  -him;  for  no 
man  thoroughly  nettled  can  fay  a  thing  gene- 
ral enough,  to  pafs  off  with  the  air  of  an  opi- 
nion decLared,  and  not  a  paffion  gratified.  I 
remember  a  humorous  fellow  at  Oxford,  when 
he  heard  any  one  had  fpoken  ill  of  him,  vtfed  to 
fay,  "  I  will  not  take  my  revenge  of  him  until 
''  f  have  forgiven  him."  What  he  meant  by 
tliis  was,  that  he  would  not  enter  upon  this 
fubject  until  it  v^as  grown  as  indifferent  to  him 
as  any  other:  and  I  hdiVt,  by  this  rule,  (q^w  him 
more  than  once  triumph  over  his  adverfary 
Vv'ith  an  inimitable  fpirit  and  humour;  for  he 
came  to  the  affault  againft  a  man  full  of  fore 
places,  and  he  himfelf  invulnerable. 

There  is  no  polTibility  of  fucceeding  in  a  fa- 
tirical  way  of  writing  or  fpeaking,  except  a  man 
throws /6/^;^// quite  out  of  the  queftion.  It  is 
great  vanity  to  think  any  one  will  attend  to  a 
thing,  becaufe  it  is  your  quarrel.  You  m,uft 
make  vour  fatire  the  concern  of  focietv  in  ^e- 
C  c  2  nerai, 
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neral  if  you  would  have  it  regarded.  When  it  is- 
fo,  the  Good  Nature  of  a  man  of  wit  v/ill  prompt! 
him  to  many  brifk  and  difdainful  fentiment* 
and  replies,  to  which  alt  the  malice  in  the  world 
will  not  be  able  to  repartee. 


N'*243,  Satiirday  Oflober  2S,  lyio. 
ADDISON  *. 


Jnferffejepfiis  nehiuA^  mirabile  di^ul 

Fer  mediosy  mijcstque  virisy  mque  cerniUir  uUL 

ViRG.  JEn.  r.  445* 

Conceal'd  in  clouds,  prodigious  to  relate  ! 
He  mix*d,.unmark'd,  among  the  biify  throng, 
■  '■       and  pafs*d  unfcen  along. 

From  my  own. Apartment,  Oft'obcr  27. 

I  HAVE  fomewhere  made  mention  of  Gy- 
GES*s  Rhig-^-;  and  intimated  to  my  reader^ 
that  it  was  at  preient  in  my  pofieflion,  though  I 

♦  This  Paper  is  afcrtLtd  to  Addison  on  the  authority 
of  the  liji  delivered  by  Steele  to  Mr.  Tickell,  as  it  is  re- 
printed in  Addison's  "  Works,"  410,  vol.  II.  p.  232,  It' 
is  likcwifc  marked  as  a  Paper  of  Addison  in  the  MS.  notes 
of  C.  Byron,  efq.  tranfcribed  by  J— n  H — y.  M.  Sec 
N<^  74,  note. 

t  See  Tat.  N=>  J 38. 
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have  not  fince  made  any  ufe  of  it.  The  tradi- 
tion concerning  this  Ring  is  very  4'omantic,  and 
taken  notice  of  both  by,PLATo  and  Tully, 
who  each  of  them  make  an  admirable  ufe  of  it 
for  theadvancement  of  morality.  ThisGYGES 
was  the  mafter-fliepherd  to  king  Candaules. 
As  he  was  wandering  over  the  plams  of  Lydia, 
-he  faw  a  great  chafm  in  the  earth,  and  had  the 
curiofity  to  enter  it.  After  having  defcended 
pretty  far  into  it,  he  found  the  flarue  of  a  horfe 
in  brafs,  with  doors  in  the  fide^  of  it.  Upon 
.opening  them,  he  found  the  body  of  a  dead 
man,  bigger  than  ordinary, .with  aRhig  upon  his 
finger,  which  he  took  off,  and  put  it  -upon  his 
own.  The  virtues  of  it  were  much  greater  than 
he  at  firft  imagined;  for,  upon  his  going  into 
the  affembly  of  fhepherds,  he  obferved,  that  he 
was  invifible  when  he  turned  the  ftone  of  the 
Ring  within  the  palm  of  his  hand,  and  mjible 
when  he  turned  it  towards  his  company.  Had 
Plato  and  Cicero  been  as  well  verfed  in  the 
occult  SCIENCES  as  1  am,  they  would  have  found 
a  great  deal  of  myftic  learning  in  this  tradition; 
but  it  is  impofTible  for  an  Jdept  to  be  under^ 
ftood  by  one  who  is  not  an  Adept, 

As  for  myfeU,  1  have,  with  much  ftudy  and 
application,  arrived  at  this  great  fecret  of  mak^ 
ing  mykXi  invifible^  and  by  that  means  convey- 
ing myfelf  where  I  plcafe;  or,  to  fpeak  in  Ro- 
ficrucian  lore,  1  have  c  ntered  into  the  clifts  of 
the  earth,  difcovered  the  brazen  horfe,  and  rob- 
}^ed  the  dead  giant  of  his  Ring,  The  tradition 
C  c  3  fays 
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fays  further  of  Gyges,  that  by  the  means  of  this 
Ri7ig  he  gained  admiflion  into  the  moft  retired 
parts  of  the  court,  and  made  fuch  ufe  of  thofc 
opportunities,  that  he  at  length  became  king  of 
Lydia.  For  my  own  part,  1,  who  have  always 
rather  endeavoured  to  improve  my  mind  than 
my  fortune,  have  turned  this  Ring  to  no  other 
advantage,  than  to  get  a  thorough  infight  into 
the  w^ays  of  men,  and  to  make  fuch  obfervations 
■upon  the  errors  of  others  as  may  be  ufeful  to 
the  public,  whatever  effeft  they  may  have  upon 
myfelf. 

About  a  week  ago,  not  being  able  to  fleep,  I 
got  up,  and  put  on  my  tfiagical Ring-,  and,  Vv'ith 
a  thought,  tranfported  myfelf  into  a  chamber 
where  1  faw  a  light.  I  found  it  inhabited  by  a 
celebrated  beauty,  though  fhe  is  of  that  fpecies 
of  women  which  we  call  a  Slattern,  Her  head- 
drefs  and  one  of  her  flioes  lay  upon  a  chair,  her 
petticoat  in  one  corner  of  the  room,  and  her 
girdle,  that  had  a  copy  of  verfes  made  upon  it 
but  the  day  before,  with  her  thread  flockings, 
in  the  middle  of  the  fioor.  I  was  fo  fooliihly 
officious,  that  I  could  not  forbear  gathering  up 
her  cloaths  together,  to  lay  them  upon  the  chair 
that  flood  by  her  bed- fide;  when,  to  my  great 
furprize,  after  a  little  muttering,  (he  cried  out, 
«*  What  do  yoii  do?  Let  my  petticoat  alone.'- 
J  was  ftartled  at  firft,  but  foon  found  that  ihe 
was  in  a  dream  j  being  one  of  thofe  who,  to  ufe 
Shakspeare's  expreffion,  "  are  fo  locfe  of 
^*  thought,"  that  they  utter  in  their  ficep  every 

.  '  thing 
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thing  that  pafies  in  their  imagination.  I  left 
the  apartmentof  this  female  rake,  and  went  into 
herneigl)bour*s,  where  there  lay  a  male  Coquette. 
He  had  a  bottle  of  falts  hanging  over  his  head, 
and  upon  the  table  by  his  bed-fide  Suckl-ing's 
poems,  with  a  little  heap  of  black  patches  on  it. 
His  fnuff-  box  was  within  -reack  on  a  chair:  but 
.while  I  was  admiring  the  difpofition  which  he 
inade  of  the  feveral  parts  of  his  drefs,  his  Dum- 
ber feemed  interrupted  by  a  pang  that  was  ac- 
companied by  a  fudden  oath,  as  he  turned  him- 
felf  over  haftily  in  his  bed.  I  did  not  care  for 
feeing  him  in  iiis  noflurnal  pains,  and  left  the 
room. 

I  was  no  fooner  got  into  another  bed-cham- 
ber, but  I  heard  very  harfli  words  uttered  in  a 
fmooth  uniform  tone.  I  was  amazed  to  hear  fo 
great  a  volubility  in  reproach,  and  thought  it 
too  coherent  to  be  fpoken  by  one  aileepj  but, 
upon  looking  nearer,  I  faw  the  head  drefs  of  the 
perfon  who  i'poke,  which  fiiewed  her  to  be  a  fe- 
male, with  a  man  lying  by  her  fide  broad  awake, 
and  as  quiet  as  a  lamb.  1  could  not  but  admire 
his  exemplary  patience,  and  difcovered  by  his 
whole  behaviour,  that  hev\^as  then  lying  under 
the  difcipline  of  a  Ci^rtaui-LECTURE.: 

I  was  entertained  in  rnawy  other  places  with 
this  kind  of  noEliir?ial  eloc^^ence;  but  ob- 
ferved,  that  mod  of  thofc  whom  1  found  a- 
\vake,  were  kept  io  either  by  Envy  or  by  Love. 
Some  of  thefe  were  fighing,  ancl  other  curfing^ 

C  c  4  ill 
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in  foliloquyj  fome  hugged  their  pillows,  and 
others  gnafhed  their  teeth. 

The  covetous  I  likewife  four^d  to  be  a  very 
wakeful  people.  I  happened  to  come  into  a 
room  where  one  of  them  lay  fick.'  His  phyfi- 
cian  and  his  wife  were  in  clofe  whifper  near  his 
bed  fide,  I  overheard  the  do6tor  fay  to  the 
poor  gentlewoman,  "  he  cannot  poffibly  live 
**  until  five  in  the  morning/'  She  received  it 
like  the  miftrefs  of  a  family,  prepared  for  all 
events.  At  the  fame  infiant  came  in  a  fervant* 
maid  who  faid,  **  Madam,  the  undertaker  is 
*'  below,  according  to  your  order."  The  words 
•uerc  fcarce  out  of  her  mouth,  when  the  fick 
man  cried  out  with  a  feeble  voice,  **  Pray  doc- 
*'  tor,  how  went  Bank-ftock  to  day  at  'Change?" 
This  melancholy  objed"  made  me  too  ferious  for 
diverting  myfelf  further  this  way.  As  1  was 
going  home  I  faw  a  light  in  a  garret,  and  en- 
tering into  it,  heard  a  voice  crying,  and,  hand^ 
jland,  bandy  fanned ^  tanned.  I  concluded  him 
by  this,  and  the  furnitureof  his  room,  to  be  a 
lunatic!  but,  upon  lifteninga  littie  longer,  per- 
ceived it  v/as  a  poet,  writing  an  heroic  upon  the 
enfaing  peace*. 

It  was  now  towards  morning,  an  hour  when 
fpirits,  witches,  and  conjurers,  are  obl.ged  to 

*  The  perfon  alluded  to  here  was  perhaps  Mr.  Thomas 
Tickell,  who  probably  lived  ai  this  time,  under  Addison's 
roof  j  and  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  mentioned  before,  un- 
der the  name  of  Tcm  Spindle,  in  Tat.  N2  47. 

retire 
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Retire  to  their  own  apartments,  and,  feeling 
the  influence  of  it,  I  was  haftening  home, 
when  I  faw  a  rnan  had  got  half  way  into  a 
neighbour's  houfe.  I  immediately  called  tQ 
him,  and  turning  my  Ringy  appeared  in  my 
proper  perfon-  There  is  fomething  rnagifte- 
rial  in  the  afpefl  of  the  Bickerstaffs,  which 
made  him  run  away  in  confufion. 

As  I  took  a  turn  or  two  in  my  own  lodging, 
I  v/as  thinking  that,  old  as  1  was,  I  need  not 
go  to  bed  aione,  but  that  it  was  in  my  power 
to  marry  the  fined  lady  in  this  kingdom,  if  I 
would  wed  her  with  thi^  Rin-g,  For  what  a 
figure  would  (he  that  fliould  have  it  make  at  a 
vifit,  with  fo  perfefl  a  knowledge  as  this  would 
give  her  of  all  the  fcandal  in  the  town?  But, 
inftead  of  endeavouring  to  difpofe  of  myfelf 
and  it  in  niatrimony,  I  refolvedto  lend  it  to  my 
loving  friend,  the  author  of  the  "  Atalantis,"  ^ 
to  furnifh  a  new  *'  Secret  Hiftory  of  Secret 
**  Memoirs." 


*  Mrs.   De  la  Riviere  Manley.     See  N«  35,  N^  63, 

$nd  Note:. 

Advertisement. 
fit  Chriftopher  Holtham,  author  of  the  new  invente4 
Alarm  to  be  difcharged  by  a  watch,  hath  lately  invented  a 
Chariot  that  will  go  5  or  6  miles  an  hour,  without  the  af- 
fiftance  of  horfes,  and  meafures  the  miles  as  it  goes.  It 
will  turn,  or  go  back,  as  well  as  on  level  ground.  To  be 
viewed  at  the  Seven  Stars  Coffee-Houfe,  under  the  Pi- 
azzas, Covent  Garden.  Harl.  IMSS.  5931.  See  Tat, 
|s^^x64.  Adv. 
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N**  244.     Tuefday,  October  31,  17 10, 
STEELE. 


^iid  voveat  duici  mitricula  majus  alurmoy 

^mmjapei  e^  et  fari  ut  foJJU  qu^Jentiat? 

HoR.  I  Ep.  iv.  8, 

*  What  can  the  fondefl  mother  wi(h  for  more, 

*  Ev'n  for  her  darling  fon,  than  folid  fenfe, 

.*  ir'ercepcions  clear,  and  flowing  eloquence  ?' 

R.  Wynne. 


I 


Will's  Coffee-houfe,  06l:ober  30. 

T  IS  no  eafy  matter,  when  people  are,  ad- 
vancing in  any  thing,  to  prevent  their  going 
too  faft  for  want  of  patience.  This  happens  iri 
nothing  more  frequently  than  in  the  profecution 
of  ftudiee.  Hence  it  is,  that  we  meet  crouds 
who  attempt  to  be  eloquent  before  they  caa 
fpeak.  They  afFedl  the  Bowers  of  Rhetoric  be- 
fore they  underftand  the  parts  of  Speech.  In  the 
ordinary  converfation  of  this  town,  there  are  fp 
many  who  can,  as  they  call  it,  tclk  well,  that 
there  is  not  one  in  twenty  that  talks  to  be  under- 
ftood.  This  proceeds  from  an  ambition  to  ex- 
cel, or,  as  the  term  is,  to  Jhine  in  company. 
The  matter  is  not  to  make  themfelves  under- 
ftocd,  but  admired.    They  come  together  with 

^  cer- 
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a  certain  emulation,  rather  than  benevolence. 
When  you  fall  among  fuch  companions,  the 
fafe  way  is  to  give  yourlelf  up,  and  let  the  Ora- 
tors declaim  for  your  efteem,  and  trouble  your- 
felf  no  further.    It  is  faid,  that  a  Poet  muft  be 
born  fo;  but  I  think  it  may  be  much  better  faid 
of  an  Orator,  efpecially  when  we  talk  of  our 
town  Poets  and  Orators:  but  the  town  Poets  are 
full  of  rules  and  laws ;  the  town  Orators  go 
through  thick  and  thin,  and  are,  forfooth,  per- 
fons  of  fuch  eminent  natural  parts,  and  know- 
ledge of  the  world,  that  they  defpife  all  men  as 
unexperienced  fcholafticSj  who  wait  for  an  occa- 
fion  before  they  fpeak,  or  who  fpeak  no  more 
than  is  neceffarye    They  had  half  perfuaded  me 
to  go  to  the  tavern  the  other  night,  but  that  a 
gentleman  whifpered    me,  "  Pr'ythee    Isaac, 
*'  go  w^ith  US;  there  is  Tom  Varnish  wall  be 
*'  there,  and  he  is  a  fellow  that  talks  as  well  as 
**  any  man  in  England." 

I  muft  confefs,  when  a  man  expreffes  himfelf 
well  upon  any  occafion,  and  his  falling  into  an 
account  of  any  fubje*!t  arifes  from  a  defire  to 
oblige  the  company,  or  from  fulnefs  of  the  cir- 
ccmftance  itfelf,  fo  that  his  fpeaking  of  it  at 
large  is  occafioned  only  by  the  opennefs  of  a 
companion  ;  I  fay,  in  fuch  a  cafe  as  this,  it  is 
not  only  pardonable,  but  agreeable,  when  a  man 
takes  the  difcourfe  to  himfelf;  but  when  you 
fee  a  fellow  watch  for  opportunities  for  being 
copious,  it  is  exceflively  troublefome.  A  man 
that  ftammers,  if  he  has  undcrftanding,  is  to 
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be  attended  to  with  patience  and  good-nature; 
but  he  that  fpeaks  more  than  lie  needs,  has  no 
jight  to  fuch  an  indulgence.  The  nnan  who  has 
a  defeat  in  his  fpeech  takes  pains  to  come  to 
you*,  while  a  man  of  weak  capacity,  with  fluency 
of  fpeech,  tiiumphs  in  outru;ining  you.  The 
ftammerer  ftrives  to  be  fit  for  your  company  ; 
the  loquacio;is  man  endeavours  to  fhew  you, 
you  are  not  fit  for  his. 

With  thoughts  of  this  kind  do  I  always  enter 
into  that  man's  company  wlio  is  recommended 
as  a  perfon  that  talks  well;  but  if  I  were  to 
choole  the  people  with  whoni  I  would  fpend  my 
hours  of  converfation,  they  fhould  be  certainly 
fuch  as  laboured  iiQ  farther  than  to  make  them- 
selves readily  and  clearly  apprehended,  and 
v»/ould  have  patience  and  curiofity  to  under- 
stand me.  To  have  good  fenfe,  and  ability 
to  exprefs  it,  are  the  mod  eflential  and  necef- 
iary  qualities  in  companions.  When  thought? 
rife  in  us  fit  to  utter,  among  familiar  friends 
there  need§  but  very  little  care  in  cloathing 
them. 

Ukbanu§  is,  I  take  it.  a  man  one  might  live 
with  whole  years,  and  enjoy  all  the  freedom 
and  improvement  imaginable,  and  yet  be  infen- 
iibleof  a  cpntradidion  to  you  in  all  the  miftakes 
you  can  be  guilty  of.  His  great  good-will  iq 
his  friends  has  produced  in  him  fuch  a  general 
Reference  in  his  difcourfe,  that  if  he  differs  from 
you  in  his  fenfe  of  any  thing,  he  introduces  his 
own  thoughts  by  fome  agreeable  circumlocu- 

"  tipnj 
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fion;  or,  "  he'  has  often  obferved  fuch  and  fuch 
"  aciicumflance  that  made  him  of  another  opi- 
*'  nion/'  Again,  where  another  would  be  apt 
to  fay,  *'  this  I  am  Gonfident  of,  I  may  pre- 
**  tend  to  jadge  of  this  matter  as  tvell  as  any 
*«  body ;"  Ukbanus  fays,  **  I  am  verily  per- 
•*  fuaded ;  I  believe  one  may  conclude/'  In  a 
word,  there  is  no  man  more  clear  in  his 
thoughts  and  expreffions  than  he  is,  or  fpeaks 
with  greater  diffidence.  You  (hall  hardly  find 
one  man  of  any  confidcration,  but  you  fhall 
obferve  one  of  lefs  confequence  form  himfelf 
after  him.  This  happens  to  Ukbanus  ;  hut 
the  man  who  fleals  from  him  almoift  every  fen- 
fiment  he  utters  in  a  whole  week,  difguifes  the 
theft  by  carrymg  it  with  a  quite  different  air. 
tlMBRATiLis  knows  Urbanus's  doubtful  way 
of  fpeaking  proceeds  from  good-nature  and 
good- breeding,  and  not  from  vmcertainty  in 
bis  opinions.  Umbratilis,  therefore,  has  no 
more  to  do  but  repeat  the  thoughts  of  Urba- 
Nus  in  a  pofitive  manner,  and  appear  to  the 
tindifcerning  a  wifer  man  than  the  perfon 
from  wham  he  borrows :  but  thofe  who  know 
him,  can  fee  the  fervant  in  his  mafler's  habit : 
and  the  more  he  ftruts,  the  lefs  do  his  eldatbs 
appear  his  own. 

In  Converfation,  the  meditim  rs  neither  to  af- 
fect filence  or  eloquence  ;  not  to  value  our  ap- 
probation, and  to  endeavour  ta  excel  us  v/ho 
arc  of  your  company,  are  equal  injuries.  The 
great  enemies  therefore  to  good  company,  and 

thofe 
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24  f. 


thofe  who  tranfgrefs  moft  againft  the  laws  of 
equality,  which  is  the  life  of  it,  are,  the  Oown, 
the  Wit,  and  the  Pedant.  A  Clown,  when  he  has 
fenfe,is  confcious  of  his  want  of  education,  and, 
with  an  aukward  bluntnefs,  hopes  tokeephim- 
felf  in  countenance  by  overthrowing  the  ufe  of 
all  pohte  behaviour.  He  takes  advantage  of  the 
reftraint  good-breeding  lays  upon  others  not  to 
offend  him,  totrefpafs  againft  them,  and  is  un- 
der the  man's  own  fhelter  while  he  intrudes  upon 
him.  The  fellows  of  this  clafs  are  very  frequent 
in  the  repetition  of  the  words  rough  and  7nanly. 
When  thefe  people  happen  to  be  by  their  for- 
tunes of  the  rank  of  gentlemen,  they  defend 
their  other  abfurdities  by  an  impertinent  cou- 
rage; and,  to  help  out  the  defed  of  their 
behaviour,  add  their  being  dangerous  to  their 
being  difagreeable.  This  gentleman  (though 
he  difpleafes,  profefies  to  do  fo;  and,  knowing 
that,  dares  ftill  go  on  to  do  fo)  is  not  fo  pain- 
ful a  companion,  as  he  who  will  pleafe  you 
againft  your  will,  and  refolves  to  be  a  Wit. 

This  man,  upon  all  occafions,  and  whoever 
he  falls  in  company  with,  talks  in  the  fame 
circle,  and  in  the  fame  round  of  chat  which  he 
has  learned  at  one  of  the  tables  of  this  cofiee- 
-  houfe.  As  Poetry  is  in  itfelf  an  elevation  above 
ordinary  and  common  fentiments;  fo  there  is 
no  fop  fo  very  near  a  madman  in  indifferent 
company  as  a  poetical  one.  He  is  not  appre- 
henfive  that  the  generality  of  the  world  are  in- 
tent upon  the  bufinefs  of  their  own  fortune  and 

profeftion. 
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profefllon,  and  hat^e  as  little  capacity  as  inclina- 
tion to  enter  into  matters  of  ornament  or  fpeca- 
lation.  I  remember  at  a  full  table  in  the  city, 
one  of  thefeubiquitary  Wits  v/as  entertaining 
the  company  with  a  foliloquy,  for  fo  I  call  it 
when  a  man  talks  to  thofe  who  do  not  under- 
ftand  him,  concerning  wit  and  humour.  An  ho- 
nelt  gentleman  whofat  next  to  me,  and  was  worth 
half  a  Plumb"^,  flared  athim,  and  obferving  there 
was  fome  fenfe,  as  he  thought,  mixt  with  his 
impertinence,  whifpered  me,  **  Take  my  w^ord 
"  for  it,  this  fellow  is  more  knave  than  fool." 
This  w^as  all  my  good  friend's  applaufe  of  the 
moittiefl  Man  of  talk  that  I  was  ever  prefent  at, 
which  wanted  nothing  to  make  it  excellent, 
but  that  there  w^as  no  occafion  for  it. 

The  Pedant  is  fo  ovious  to  ridicule,  that  it 
would  be  to  be  one  to  offer  to  explain  him.  He 
is  a  gentleman  fo  well  known,  that  there  is  none 
but  thofe  of  his  own  clafs  who  do  not  laugh  at 
and  avoid  him.  Pedantry  proceeds  from  much 
reading  and  little  underitanding.  A  Pedant 
among  men  of  learning  and  fenfe,  is  like  an  ig- 
norant fervant  giving  an  account  of  a  polite 
converfuion.  You  may  find  he  has  brought 
with  him  more  than  could  have  entered  into 
his  head  without  being  there,  but  ftiil  that 
he  is  not  a  bit  wifer  than  if  he  had  not  been 
there  at  all. 

*  Fifty  thoufand  pounds.     Plumb  is  a  cant  word  among 
cits,  to  fignify  loOjCOol. 

.       'N'245. 
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N°  245.  Thurfday,  November  2,  1710. 
STEELE. 

From  my  own  Apartment,  November  i. 

TH  E  lady  hereafter  mentioned,  having 
come  to  me  in  very  great  hafte,  and  paid 
nie  much  above  the  ufual  fee,  as  a  Cunning- 
MAN,  to  find  her  ftolen  goods,  and  alfo  having 
approved  my  late  difcourfe  of  Advertifement s^ y 
obliged  me  to  draw  up  this,  and  infert  it  in  the 
body  of  my  Paper. 

Advertisement. 

Whereas  Bridget  Hovvd'ye,  late  fervant  to 
tbe  Lady  Fardingale,  a  Ihort,  thick,  lively, 
hard-favoured  wench  of  about  tvv^enty-nine 
years  of  age,  her  eyes  fmall  and  bleared,  and 
nofe  very  broad  at  bottom,  and  turning  up  at 
the  end,  her  mouth  wide,  and  lips  of  an  un^ 
ufual  thicknefs,  two  teeth  out  before,  the  reft 
black  and  uneven,  the  tip  of  her  left  ear  being 
of  a  moufe  colour,  her  voice  loud  and  fhrill, 
quick  of  fpeech,  and  fomething  of  a  Welch 
accent,  withdrew  herfelf  on  Wednefday  laft 

*  N«  224. 
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from  her  ladyfliip's  dwelling-houfe,  and,  with 
the  help  of  her  conforts,  carried  off  the  follow- 
ing goods  of  her  faid  lady,  viz,  a  thick  wadded 
callico  wrapper,  a  mufk  coloured  velvet  mantle 
lined  with  fquirrel  ikins,  eight  night-fhifts,four 
pairof  filk  ftockings  curioufly  darned,  fix  pair 
oi  laced  jhoes,  new  and  old,  with  the  heels  of 
half  two  inches  higher  than  their  fellows  5  a 
quilted  petticoat  of  the  largeft  fize,  and  one 
of  canvas  with  whale-bone  hoops ;  three  pair 
of  ftays,  bolftered  below  the  left  fhoulder, 
two  pair  of  hips  of  the  neweft  fafhion,  fix  round- 
about aprons  with  pockets,  and  four  ftriped 
muflin  ftight-rails  very  little  frayed  ;  a  filver 
pot  for  coffee  or  chocolate,  the  lid  much 
bruifed  ;  a  broad  brimmed  fiat  filver  plate  for 
fugar  with  Rhenifh  wine  *  5  a  filver  ladle  for 
plumb-porridge \  afilver  cheefe-toafter  with  three 
tongues,  an  ebony  handle,  and  filvering  at  the 
end;  2i  fiiver  pofnet  to  butter  eggs-^  one  caudle 
and  two  cordial-water  cups,  two  cocoa-cups, 
and  an  oftrich*s  egg,  with  rims  and  feet  of  filver, 
a  marrow  fpoon,  with  a  fcoop  at  the  other  end, 
a  filver  orange  drainer,  eight  fweet-meat  fpoons 
made  with  forks  at  the  end,  an  agate-handle 
knife  and  fork  in  a  (heath,  a  filver  tongue- 
fcraper,  a  filver  tobacco-box,  wlthatulip  graved 

*  Called  Sack  in  Shakefpear's  time,  not  from  its  fweet- 
nefs  or  fackarine  flavour,  but  from  tht  facks  or  horrachloes 
in  which  it  was  contained  ;  it  was  ufed  with  fuo;ar.  The 
Shilling  in  the  courfe  of  its  travels  went  for  it  to  the  apo- 
thecary's fhop,  Tat,  N^  249. 

Vol.  IV.  D  d  on 
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on  the  top;  and  a  Bible  bound  In  fhagreen,  vvitli: 
gilt  leaves  and  clafps,  never  opened  but  once. 
Alfo  a  fmall  cabinet,  w^ith  fix  drawers  inlaid 
with  red  tortoife-fliell,  and  brafs  gilt  ornaments 
at  the  four  corners,  in  which  were  two  leather 
forehead-cloths^  three  ^2\v  oi  oiled ciog-Jkin  gloves, 
i^vtn  cakes  of  fuperfine  Spanijh  'jx;^?^/,  half-a-do- 
2en  of  Portugal  difhes,  and  a  quire  oj  paper 
from  thence  \  \.\vopair  of  bran  new  plumpers y  four 
black-lead  combs,  three  pair  oifafldionahle  eye- 
hrowSy  two  fets  of  ivory  teeth,  little  the  worfe 
for  wearing,  and  one  pair  of  box  for  common 
ufe;  Adam  and  Eve  in  bugle-worky  without 
fig  leaves,  upon  canvas,  curioully  wrought  with 
her  ladyfhip's  own  hand;  feveral  fiUigrane  cu- 
riofities;  a  crotchet  of  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
two  diamonds,  {^t  ftrong:  and  deep  in  filver, 
with  a  rump -jewel  after  the  fame  faftiion; 
bracelet  of  braided  \i'\\x ^  pomander  and  jeed-pearly 
a  large  old  purple  velvet  purfe  embroidered, 
and  fhutting  with  a  fpring,  containing  two 
pictures  in  miniature,  the  features  vifible  ;  a 
broad  thick  gold  ring  with  a  hand-in-hand 
engraved  upon  it,  and  within  this  poefy, 
"  While  life  does  laft,  I'll  hold  thee  faft  ^ 
another  fet  round  with  fmall  rubies  and 
fparks,  fix  wanting  ;  another  of  Turkey  ftone, 
cracked  through  the  middle  ;  an  Elizabeth  and 
four  Jacobus's,  one  guinea,  the  firft  of  the 
coin,  an  angel  with  a  hole  bored  through,  a 
broken  half  of  a  Spanifh  piece .  of  gold,  a 
crown-piece  with  the  breeches,  an  old  nine- 
pence 
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pence  bent  both  ways  by  Lilly  the  almanack 
maker  for  hick  at  langteraloo,  and  twelve  of 
the  (liells  called  blackmoor's  teeth;  one  fmall 
amber  box  with  apople^iic  halfam,  and  one  filver 
gilt  of  a  larger  fize  for  ca(hu  and  carraway  com- 
fits, to  betaken  at  long  fermons,  the  lid  enamel- 
led, reprefenting  a  cupid  fidiingfor  hearts,  with 
a  piece  of  gold  on  his  hook;  over  his  head  this 
rhyme,  '*  Only  with  gold,  You  me  fliallhold;'*, 
In  the  lower  drawer  was  a  large  new  gold  re- 
peating watch  made  by  a  Frenchman  ;  a  gold 
chain,  and  all  the  proper  appurtenances  hung 
upon  fteel  fwivels,  to  wit,  lockets  with  the  haijc 
of  dead  and  living  lovers,  feals  with  arms,  em- 
blems and  devices  cut  in  cornelian,  agate,  and 
gnyx,  vv'ith  Cupids,  hearts,  darts,  altars,  flames, 
rocks,  pickaxes,  rofes,  thorns,  and  fun-flowers; 
as  alfo  variety  of  ingenious  French  mottos;  to- 
gether withgoldetuysforquills,  fciflars,needles, 
thimbles,  and  a  fpunge  dipped  in  Hungary  wa- 
ter, left  but  the  night  before  by  a  young  lady 
going  upon  a  frolic  incog.  There  was  alfo  a 
bundle  of  letters,  dated  between  the  years  one 
thoufand  fix  hundred  and  feventyand  one  thou- 
fand  fix  hundred  and  eighty  two,  moft  of  them 
figned  Philander,  the  reft  Strephon,  Amyn- 
TAs,  CoRYDON,  audAooNis;  together  with  a 
colledion  of  receipts  to  make  paftes  for  the 
hands,  pomatums,  lip-falves,  white-pots,  beau- 
tifying creams,  water  of  talc,  and  frog  fpawn. 
water;  decoftions  for  clearing  the  complexion, 
and  an  approved  medicine  to  procure  abortion. 
D  d  2  Whd 
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Whoever  can  difcover  the  aforefaid  goods,  f<> 
that  they  may  be  had  again,  fhall  have  fifty 
guineas  for  the  whole,  or  proportionable  for 
any  part, 

N.  B.  Her  ladyfhip  is  pleafed  to  promife  ten 
pounds  for  the  paequet  of  letters  over  and 
above,  or  five  for  Philanixer's  only,  being  her 
firft  love.  *^  My  lady  bsftows  thofe  of  Stre- 
"  PHON  to  the  finder,  being  fo  written,  that  they 
*'  may  ferve  to  any  woman  who  reads  them." 

P.  S.  As  I  am  a  patron  of  perfons  who  have 
no  other  friend  to  apply  to,  I  cannot  fupprefs 
the  following  complaint  :• 

*'SlR, 

''  I  am  a  blackmoor  boy,  and  have,  by  rny 
"  lady's  order  been  chriftened  by  the  chaplaifi. 
The  good  man  has  gone  further  with  me, and 
told  me  a  great  deal  of  good  news;  as,  that  I 
am  as  good  as  my  lady  herfelf  as  I  am  a 
*'  Chriftian,  and  many  other  things:  but  for  all 
*'  this,  the  parrot  who  came  over  with  me  from 
*'  our  country  is  as  much  efteemed  by  her  as  I 
*'  am.  Befides  this,  the  fliock  dog  has  a  collar 
*'  that  coft  almoft  as  much  as  mine.  I  defire 
*'  alfo  to  know,  whether  now  I  am  a  Chiiiliany 
"  1  am  obliged  to  drefs  like  a  Turk,  and  wear 
^'  a  turbant.     I  am,  Sir, 

*'  Your  moft  humble  fervant,  Pompey/'* 

•  The  lamentable  condition  of  perfons  of  this  boy's  com- 
ple£lion,  has  been  happily  altered  for  the  better  in  this= 
kingdom,  fince  the  firft  publication  of  thefe  Paj^ers.  See 
N*'  132. 

.  W  246. 
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N*  246,  Saturday,  November  4,  17 10, 
STEELE. 


— —  Filiis  nemo  fine  nafcitur\  optimus  ilk 

^i  minimis  urgetur*  Hor.  i  Sat.  iii.  dZ, 

* We  have  all  our  vices,  and  the  bed 

'  Is  he  who  wi,th  the  fewefi;  Is  oppreft.*  Franc[§, 


From  my  own  Apartment,  November  3. 

WHEN  one  confiders  the  turn  which  con- 
verfation  takes  in  almofl:  every  fet  of  ac- 
quaintance, club,  or  aflembly,  in  this  town  or 
kingdom,  one  cannot  but  obferve,  that  in  fpite 
of  what  I  am  every  day  faying,  and  all  the 
moral  writers  fince  the  beginning  of  the  world 
have  faid,  the  fubje6l  of  difcourfe  is  generally 
upon  one  another's  faults,.  This  in  a  great 
rjieafure  proceeds  from  felf-conceit,  which  were 
to  be  endured  in  one  or  other  individual  per- 
son ;  but  the  folly  hgs  fpread  itfelf  almoft  over 
all  the  fpecies;  and  one  cannot  only  fay,  Tom, 
Jack,  or  Will,  but  in  general,  ''  that  man 
*'  is  a  coxcomb/'  From  this  fource  it  is,  that 
any  excellence  is  faintly  received,  any  imper- 
fection unmercifully  expofed.  But  if  things 
D  d  3  were 
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were  put  in  a  true  light,  and  we  would  take 
time  to  confider,  that  man,  in  his  very  nature, 
is  an  imperfeft  being,  our  fenfe  of  this  matter 
would  be  immediately  altered,  and  the  word 
imferfeBion  would  not  carry  an  unkinder  idea 
than  the  word  humanity.  It  is  a  pleafant  ftoi'y 
that  we,  forfooth,  who^  are  .the  only  imperfeft 
creatures  in  the  univerfe,  are  the  only  beings 
that  will  not  allow  of  imperfection.  Some- 
body has  taken  notice,  that  we  ftand  in  the 
niiddle  of  exiftcncies,  and  are  by  this  one  cir- 
cumflance,  the  moft  unhappy  of  all  others. 
The  brutes  are  guided  by  inlHnft,  and  know 
no  forrows  the  angels  have  knowledge,  and 
they  are  happy  ;  but  men  are  governed  by  opi- 
nion, which  is  I  know  not  what  mixture  of 
inftincl  and  knowledge,  and  are  neither  indo- 
lent nor  happy.  It  is  very  obfervable,  tliat 
critics  are  a  people  between  the  learned  and  the 
Ignorant,  and  by  that  fituation,  enjoy  the  tran- 
quillity of  neither.  As  critics  ftand  among 
men,  fo  do  men  in  general  between  brutes  and' 
angels.  Thus  every  man,  as  he  is  a  critic  ancj 
a  coxcomb,  until  improved  by  reafon  and  fpc- 
culation,  is  ever  forgetting  himfelf,  and  laying 
open  the  faults  of  others. 

At  the  fame  time  that  I  am  talking  of  the 
cruelty  of  urging  people's  faults  with  feverity, 
I  cannot  but  bewail  fome  which  men  are  guilty 
of  for  want  of  admonition.  Thefe  are  fuch  as 
they  can  eafily  mend,  and  nobody  tells  them  of, 
for  which  reafon  I  fhall  make  ufeof  the  penny- 

poa 
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pofl:  (as  I  have  with  fuccefs  to  feveral  young  la- 
dies about  turning  their  eyes,  and  holding  up 
their  heads)  to  certain  gentlemen,  whom  I  re- 
mark habitually  guilty  of  what  they  may  re- 
form in  a  moment.  There  is  a  fat  fellow, 
•whom  I  have  long  remarked  wearing  his  breaft 
open  in  the  midft  of  winter,  out  of  an  affefta- 
tion  of  youth.  I  have  therefore  fent  him  jufl: 
now  the  following  letter  in  my  phyfical  ca- 
pacity : 

''  Sir, 

"  From  the  tv/entieth  inftant  to  the  firft  of 
•'  May  next,  both  days  inclufive,  I  beg  of  you 
*'  to  button  your  waiftcoat  from  your  collar  to 
*'  your  waiftband.  I  am  your  moft  humble 
*'  fervant,  Isaac  Bigkerstaff,  Philomath." 

There  is  a  very  handfome  well-fliaped  youth 
that  frequents  the  coffee  houfes  about  Charing- 
Crofs,  and  ties  a  very  pretty  ribbon  with  a  crof? 
of  jewels  at  his  breaft^.  This  being  fomething 
new,  and  a  thing  in  which  the  gentleman  may 
offend  the  Herald's-ofHce,  I  have  addrefTed  my- 
self to  him  as  1  am  Censor. 

**  Dear  Countryman, 
*'  Was  that  enfign  of  honour  which  you  wear 
**  given  you  by  a  prince  or  a  lady  that  you  have 

*  Perhaps  *'  the  prince  of  puppies,  Col.  Ambrofe  Edg- 
worth,  who  became  a  madman,  and  died  in  Bridewell  at; 
Dublin/'  See  Swift's  "Works,"  vol.  XXII.  cr.  8vo. 
p.  44  3  and  not^, 

V  ^\  V  ftrved? 


4o8  T  H  E    T  A  T  L  E  R.       K  246. 

"  ferved  ?  If  you  bear  it  as  an  abfent  lover, 
*'  pleafe  to  hang  it  on  a  black  ribbon :  if  as  ^ 
"  rewarded  foldier,  you  may  have  my  hcence  to 
"  continue  the  red.     Your  faithful  fervant, 

'*  BicKERSTAFf-,  Ce?2jor.*' 

Thefe  little  intimations  do  great  fervice  ancj 
are  very  ufeful,  not  only  to  the  perfons  them- 
felves,  but  to  inform  others  how  to  conduct 
themfelves  towards  them. 

Inftead  of  this  honeft  private  method,  or  a 
friendly  one  face  to  face,  of  acquainting  people 
with  things  in  their  pov/er  to  explain  or  amend,, 
the  ufual  way  among  people  is  to  take  no  no- 
tice of  things  you  can  help,  and  neverthelef^ 
expofe  you  for  thofe  you  cannot. 

Plumbeus  and  Levis  are  conftantly  in  each 
other's  company:  they  v/ould,  if  they  took  pro- 
per methods,  be  very  agreeable  companions : 
but  they  fo  extravagantly  aim  at  what  they  are 
unfit  for,  and  each  of  them  rallies  ^he  other  f  > 
much  in  the  wrong  place,  that  indeed  of  doing 
each  other  the  offices  of  friends,  they  do  but  in- 
ftruct  the  reft  of  the  world  to  laugh  at  theih 
with  more  knowledge  and  Ikill.  Plumbeus  is 
of  a  faturnine  and  fullen  complexion;  Levis  of 
a  mercurial  and  airy  difpofition.  Both  thefe 
gentlemen  have  but  very  flov/  parts,  but  would 
;nake  a  very  good  figure  did  they  purfue  vvh^t 
they  ought,  if  Plumbeus  would  take  to  bufi- 
nefs,  he  would  in  a  few  years,  know  the  forniS 
of  orders  fo  well  as  to  direct  and  diflate  with  fo 
much  eafe,  as  to  be  thought  a  foiid,  able,  and, 

at 
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at  the  fame  time,  a  fure  man  of  difpatch.  Le- 
vis, with  a  little  reading,  and  coming  more  into 
company,  vyould  foon  be  able  to  write  a  fong» 
or  lead  up  a  country-dance.  Inftead  of  thefe 
proper  purfuits,  in  obedience  to  their  refpec- 
tive  geniufes,  Plumbeus  endeavours  to  be  a 
man  of  pleafure,and  Levis  the  man  of  bufinefs. 
This  appears  in  their  fpeech,  and  in  their  drefs ; 
Plumbeus  is  ever  egregioufly  fine,  and  talking 
fomething  like  wit;  Levis  is  ever  extremely- 
grave,  and,  v/ith  a  filly  face,  repeating  maxims, 
Thefe  two  pardon  each  other  for  affeding  what 
each  is  incapable  of,  the  one  to  be  wife,  and  the 
other  gayj;  but  are  extremely  critical  in  their 
judgements  of  each  other  in  their  way  tov/ards 
v/hat  they  pretend  to.  Plumbeus  acknowledges 
Levis  to  be  a  man  of  great  reach,  becaufe  it  is 
what  Plumbeus  never  cared  for  being  thought 
himfelf,  and  Levis  allows  Plumbeus  to  be  ari 
agreeable  rake  for  the  fame  reafon.  Now  were 
thefe  dear  friends  to  be  free  with  each  other,  as 
they  ought  to  be,  they  would  change  charac- 
ters, and  be  both  as  commendable,  in  (lead  of 
being  as  ridiculous,  as  their  capacities  will  ad- 
mit of. 

Were  it  not  too  grave,  all  that  I  would  urge 
on  this  fubje6l  is,  that  men  are  bewildered  when 
they  confider  themfelves  in  any  other  view  than 
that  of  ftrangers,  who  are  in  a  place  where  it  is 
no  great  matter  whether  they  can,  or  unreafon- 
able  to  expefl  they  fhould,  have  every  thing 
^bout  them  as  well  as  at  their  ov/n  home.  This 
y/ay  of  thinking  is,  perphaps,  the  only  one  that 
,  '  can 
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ican  put  this  being  in  a  proper  pofture  for  the 
.eafc  of  fo€icty.  It  is  certain,  that  this  would 
reduce  all  faults  into  thofe  which  proceed  from 
maii^re,  6r  diilionefty :  it  would  quite  change  our 
manner  of  behokiingone  another,  and  nothing 
that  was  not  belovya  man's  nature, would  be  be- 
low his  charafter.  '1  he  arts  of  this  life  would 
be  proper  advances  towards  the  next;  and  a 
very  good  man  would  be  a  very  fine  gentleman. 
As  it  is  now,  human  life  is  inverted,  and  we 
have  not  learned  half  the  know-ledge  of  this 
Vv'orld  before  we  are  dropping  into  another. 
Thusy.  inftead  of  the  raptures  and  contempla- 
tions which  naturally  attend  a  well-fpent  life 
from  the  approach  of  etercity,  even  we  old  fel- 
lows are  afraid  of  the  ridicule  of  thofe  who  are 
born  fmce  nsy  and  afhamed  not  to  underftand, 
as  well  as  peeyifli  to  refign,  the  mode,  the  fa- 
(liion,  the  ladies,  the  fiddles,  the  balls,  and  what 
pot.  Dick  Pveptile,  who  does  not  want  hu- 
mour, is  very  pleafant  at  our  Club  when  he  fees 
an  old  fellow  touchy  at  being  laughed  at  for 
any  thing  that  is  not  in  the  mode,  and  bawls  in 
his  ear,  *'  IVythee  dp  not  rpind  him;  tell  hirri 
"  thou  art  mortal." 

^If  ^ijliam  Liljie  the  almanacl;  maker,  mentioned  in 
the  preceding  Paper,  gives  the  following  account  of  one  of 
his  wives:  '*  Feb.  i6,  165I,  my  2d  wife  died,  for  whofe 
V'  death  1  ilied  no  tears.  1  had  5C0I.  with  her  as  a  portion, 
«'  and  ihe  and  her  poor  relations  fpent  me  icool.  Gloria 
tk  1*0x1  et  fiiio  he  Spintui  fandlo,"  &c.  Life  of  VV.  Liliie, 
^yo.  i774>  printed  for  T.Davie?,  p,  106. 
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N°  247.      Tuefday,  November  7,  17 10, 
STEELE. 


Edepolf  na  nos  ^quefumus  omnes  invija  viris 
Propter  paucas^  qu^  omnes  faciunt  dign^e  ut  videamur 
malo  Ter.  Hecyr.  II.  iii.  i. 

'  How  unjuftly 
'  Do  hufbands  ftretch  their  cenfure  to  all  wives 
'  For  the  offences  of  a  few,  whofe  vices 
^  Refled:  difhonour  on  the  rcftT  Colmajt, 

I?y  Mrs.  Jenny'  Distaff,  half-fifter  to  Mr, 

BiCKERSTAFF. 

From  my  own  Apartment,  November  6, 

MY  brother  having  written  the  above  piece 
of  Latin,  defired  me  to  take  care  of  the 
l*eft  of  the  enfuing  Paper,  Towards  this  he  bid 
me  anfwer  the  following  letter,  and  faid,  no- 
thing I  could  write  properly  on  the  fubjeft  of  it 
would  be  difagreeable  to  the  motto.  Jt  is  the 
caufe  of  my  fex,  and  I  therefore  enter  upon  it 
with  great  alacrity.  The  epiftle  is  literally  thus; 


*'  Mr.  BiCKERSTAFF,       Edenburgh,  Oaob. 

**  I  prefume  to  lay  before  you  an  affair 
mine,   and   begs   youle  be  very  finceir 
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.«*  giving  rae  your  judgement  and  advice  in  this 
*^  iiiatter,  which  is  as  follows : 
*  **  A  very  agreeable  young  gentleman,  who  is 
*'  endowed  with  all  the  good  qualities  that  can 
*'  make  a  maa  complete,  has  this  long  time 
*'  maid-love 'tomei;i  the  moft  paffionate  manner 
*'  that  was  pofable.  He  has  left  nothing  unfaid 
"'to  make  me  believe  his  afFedions  real;  and, 
'^In  his  letters,  exprefled  himfelf  fo  hanfomly 
*'  and  fo  tenderly,  that  1  had  all  the  reafon  ima- 
*'  ginable  to  believe  him  fincere.  iniliort,he  pp- 
'f  firively  has  promifed  me  he  would  marry  me: 
**  but  I  find  all  he  faid  nothing ;  for  when  the 
*'  queftion  was  put  to  him  he  would  not;  but 
*'  ftill  would  continue  my  humble  fervant,  and 
**  would  go  on  at  the  ould  rate,  repeating  the 
V*  affuranccs  of  his  fidehty,  and  at  the  fame  time 
'*  has  none  in  him.  He  now  writs  to  me  in  the 
*'  fame  endearing  ftyle  he  uft  to  do,  would  have 
**  m.e  fpeakto  no  man  but  himfelf.  His  eftate 
*^  is  in  his  own  hand,  his  father  being  dead.  My 
*^  fortune  at  my  own  difpofal,  mine  being  alfq 
'*  dead,  and  to  the  full  anfvvers  his  eftate.  Pray, 
*'  Sir,  be  ingeinous,  and  teli  me  cordially,  if  you 
'*  don*t  think  I  fhall  do  myfelf  an  injury  if  1 
*'  keep  company,  or  a  corofpondance  any  longer 
"  with  this  gentleman,  i  hope  you  will  faver 
**  an  honeft  North-Britain,  as  I  am,  with  your 
**  advice  in  this  amour;  for  I  am  refolved  juft 
**  to  follow  your  diredions.  Sir,  you  will  do 
**  me  a  fenfable  pleafure,  and  very  great  honour, 
?5  if  you  will  pleafe  to  infert  this  poor  fcrole, 

•'with 
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**  with  your  anfwer  to  it,  in  your  Tatler, 
**  Pray  fail  not  to  give  me  your  aniwer^  for  on 
**  it  depends  the  happinefs  of 

*'  Difconfolat  Almeir/' 
"  Madam, 
**  I  have  frequently  read  over  your  letten 
*'  and  am  of  opinion,  that  as  lamentable  as  it 
*'  is,  it  is  the  moll  common  of  any  evil  that  at- 
•*  tends  our  fex.  1  am  very  much  troubled  for 
*'  the  tendernefs  you  exprefs  towards  your  }a- 
•*  ver,  but  rejoice  at  the  fame  time  that  you  can 
**  fo  far  furmount  your  inclination  for  him,  a's 
*'  to  refolve  to  difmifs  him  when  you  have  my 
'*  brother's  opinion  for  it.  fiis  fenfe  of  the 
**  matter  hedefired  me  to  communicate  to  you. 
**  Oh  Almeira!  the  common  failing  of  our 
**  fex  is  to  value  the  merit  of  our  lovers  rather 
*'  from  the  grace  of  their  addrefs,  than  the  fm- 
*'  cerity  of  their  hearts.  Pie  has  expreffed  hinr- 
**  felf  fo  handfomely!  Gan  you  fay  that,  after 
''  you  have  reafon  to  doubt  his  truth?  It  is  a 
**  melancholy  thing  that  in  thiscircumflanceof 
*'  love,  which  is  the  moft  important  of  all  others 
*'  in  female  life,  we  women,  who  are,  they  fay, 
*'  always  v^eak,  are  flill  vveakeft.  The  true  way 
**  of  vaiuingaman,  is  to  coniider  his  reputation 
"  among  the  men.  For  want  of  this  neceffary 
**  rule  towards  our  condu6t,  when  it  is  too  late, 
*'  we  find  curfelves  married  to  the  outcaft  of 
**  that  fex;  and  it  is  generally  from  being  difa- 
**  greeable  among  men,  that  fellows  endeavour 
*'  to  makethcmfelvespleafingto  us.    The  little 

['  accomplifliments 
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"  accomplifhments  ofcomingintoaroom  with 
"  a  good  air,  and  telling,  while  they  are  with 
**  us,  what  we  cannot  hear  among  ourfelves, 
"  ufually  make  up  the  v/hole  of  a  woman's 
**  man's  merit.  But  if  we,  when  we  began  to 
*^  refiedl  upon  our  lovers,  in  the  firft  place,  con- 
*'  fidered  what  figures  they  make  in  the  camp, 
**  at  the  bar,  on  the  exchange,  in  their  country, 
"  or  at  court,  we  fhould  behold  them  in  quite 
*'  another  view  than  at  prefent. 

"  Were  we  to  behave  ourfelves  according  to 
*'  this  rule,  we  fhould  not  have  the  juft  imputa- 
*'  tion  of  favouring  the  fillieft  of  mortals,  to^ 
*'  the  great  fcandal  of  the  wifeft,  who  value 
**  our  favour  as  it  advances  their  pleafure,  not 
*'  their  reputation.  In  a  word.  Madam,  if 
"  you  would  judge  aright  in  love,  you  muft 
*'  look  upon  it  as  in  a  cafe  of  friendfliip.  Were 
**  this  gentleman  treating  with  you  for  any 
**  thing  but  yourfelf,  when  you  had  confented 
**  to  his  offer,  if  he  fell  off,  you  would  call 
**  him  a  cheat  and  an  impoftor.  There  is, 
•*  therefore,  nothing  left  for  you  to  do  but  to 
"  defpife  him,  and  yourfelf  for  doing  it  with 
*'  regret.    I  am. 

Madam,  &c," 

I  have  heard  it  often  argued  in  converfation, 
that  this  evil  pradice  is  owing  to  the  perverted 
tafle  of  the  wits  in  the  lafl  generation.  A  liber- 
tine on  the  throne  could  very  eafily  make  the 
language  and  the  fafliion  turn  his  own  way. 

Hence 
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Hence  it  Is  that  woman  is  treated  as  a  miftrefs, 
and  not  a  wife.    It  is  from  tlie  writings  of  thofc 
times,  and  the  traditi^onal  accounts  of  the  de- 
bauches of  their  men  of  pkafore,  that  the  cox- 
combs now-a-days  take  upon  them,forfooth,  Kr 
be  falfe  fwains,  and  perjured  lovers.  Methinks 
I  feel  all  the  woman  rile  in  me,  when  I  refie6t 
upon  the  naufeous  rogues  that  pretend  to  de- 
ceive us.     Wretches,  that  can  never  have  it  m 
their  power  to  over-reach  any  thing  living  but 
their  midreffes  I  In  the  name  of  goodnefs,  if  we 
are  defigned  by  nature  as  fuitablecompanions  ta 
the  other  fex,  why  are  we  not  treated  accord- 
ingly? If  we  have  merit,  as  fome  allow,  why  is 
i-t  not  asbafe  in  men  to  injure  us  as  one  another? 
If  we  are  the  infignifieants  that  others  call  us, 
where  is  the  triumph  in  deceiving  us  ?  But 
when  I  look  at  the  bottom  of  this  difafter,  and 
recolleft  tire  many  of  my  acquaintance  whom  I 
have  known  in  the  fame  condition  with  the 
•*  Northern  Lafs"  that  occafions  this  difcourfe, 
t  mu(l  own  I  have  ever  found  the  perfidioufneft 
of  men  has  been  generally  owing  to  ourfelves, 
and  we  have  contributed  to  our  own^  deceit* 
The  truth  is,  we  do  not  conduft  ourfelves  as  wc 
are  courted,  but  as  we  are  inclined.    When  we 
let  our  imaginatiorrs  take  this  unbridled  fwing, 
it  is  not  he  that  a6ls  beft  is  mioft  lovely,  but  he 
that  is  moft  lovely  a£Vs  beft.     When  our  hum- 
ble fervants  make  their  addreffes,  we  do  not 
keep  ourfelves  enough  difengaged  to  be  judges 
o-f  their  merit  i  and  v/e  feldom  give  our  judge- 
ment 
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ment  of  our  Idvc^r,   until  we  have  loft  odr 
judgement  for  him. 

While  Clarinda  was  pafliotiately  attended 
and  addreffed  to  by  Strephon,  who  is  a  man  of 
fenfeand  knowledge  in  the  world,  and  Cassio, 
Who  has  a  plentiful  fortune,  and  an  excellent 
underftanding,  flie  fell  in  love  with  Damon  at 
a  ball.  From  that  moment,  flie  that  was  before 
the  moftreafonable  creature  of  all  myacquaint- 
ance,  cannot  hear  StrephOn  fpeak,  but  it  is 
fomething  *'  fo  out  of  the  way  of  ladies  co'nver- 
"  fation:"  and  Caffio  has  never  fince  opened 
his  mouth  before  us,  but  fne  whifpers  me, 
"  How  feldom  do  riches  and  fenfego  together!" 
The  ifliie  of  all  this  is,  that  for  the  love  of  Da- 
mon, who  has  neither  experience,  underftand- 
ing, nor  wealth,  fhe  defpifes  thofe  advantages 
in  the  other  two  which  fiie  finds  wanting  in 
her  lover;  or  elfe  thinks  he  has  them  for  no 
other  reafon  but  becaufe  he  is  her  lover. 
This,  and  many  other  inftances  may  be  given 
in  this  town  5  but  I  hope  thus  much  may 
fuffice  to  prevent  the  growth  of  fuch  evils  at 
Edinburgh. 

/fit  A  raffle  for  12O  pi(Slures  in  Crayons  by  E.  Luttrel  5 
and  an  Adv»  in  red  letters  of  a  Lecture  at  Stationers'  Hall 
on  the  anatomy  of  the  caul  in  infants,  called  the  leaf  in 
brutes.  Tickets  a  guinea  each,  feem  to  refer  nearly  to  this 
period.  See  Harl.  MSS.  Bagford*s  ColU^f*  Br.  Mu- 
feum,  59475  and  5931. 

N*  248. 
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N**248.  Thurfday  November  9,  1710^ 
STEELE. 


'        Media  Jeje  iulit  ohviafilvd^ 

Virginis  os  babitumque  gerens^  ViRG.i^n.  i.3184 

'  Lo  !  in  the  deep  recefles  of  the  wood 

*  Before  my  eyes  a  beauteous  form  appears^ 

*  A  virgin's  drefs  and  modefl:  looks  (lie  wears.' 

R.  Wynne. 

By  Isaac   Bickerstaff,  Efcjuire. 

From  my  own  Apartment,  November  8. 

IT  may  perhaps  appear  ridiculous,  but  I  muft 
confefs,  this  laft  fummer,  as  I  was  riding  in 
Enfield-chafe,  I  met  a  young  lady  whom  I  could 
hardly  get  out  of  my  head,  and  for  ought  I 
know,  my  heart,  ever  (ince.  She  was  mounted 
on  a  pad,  with  a  very  well- fancied  furniture* 
^\\Qfet  her  horfe  with  a  very  graceful  air;  and, 
when  I  faluted  her  with  my  hat,  fhe  bowed  to 
me  fo  obligingly,  that  whether  it  was  her  civi- 
lity or  beauty  that  touched  me  fo  much,  I  know^ 
not ;  but  I  am  fure  1  fliall  never  forget  her. 
She  dwells  in  my  imagination  in  a  figure  fo 
much  to  her  advantage,  that  if  1  were  to  draw  a 
picture  of  Youth,  Health,  Beauty,  or  Modefty, 
Vol.  IV.  Ee  I 
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I  fliould  reprefent  any,  or  all  of  them,  in  the' 
perfon  of  that  young  woman. 

I  do  not  ffnd  that  there  are  any  deferiptions 
in  the  ancient  poets  fo  beautiftil  as  thofe  they 
draw  of  nymphs  in  their  paftoral  drefles  and  ex- 
ercifes.  Virgjl  gives  Venus  the  habit  of  a 
Spartan  huntrefs  when  flie  is  to  put  /Eneas  in 
his  way,  and  relieve  his  c^res  with  the  moil 
agreeable  obje6l  imaginable.  Dia>'a  and  her 
tra^n  are  always  defcribed  as  inhabitants  of  the 
woods,  and  followers  of  the  ehafe.  To  be  well 
diverted,  is  the  fafeft  guard  to  innocence  5  and^,^ 
methinks,  it  fliould  be  one  of  the  firft  things  to 
be  regarded  among  peopk  of  condition,  to  find 
out  proper  amufements  for  young  ladies.  I 
cannot-but  think  thi^  of  riding  might  eafily  be 
revived  among  them,  vi^hen  they  confider  how 
much  it  muft  contribute  to  their  beauty.  This 
would  lay  up  the  beft  portion  they  could  bring 
'into  a  family,  a  good  flock  of  health,  to  tranl- 
mit  to  their  poflerity.  Such  a  charming  bloom 
as  this  gives  the  countenance,  is  very  much 
preferable  to  the  yeal  or  afFefted  feeblenefs  or 
foftnefs,  which  appear  in  the  faces  of  our 
modern  beauties. 

The  comedy,  called,  ''  The  Ladies  Care  */' 
reprefents  th^  affectation  of  wan  looks  and 
languid  glances  to  a  very  entertaining  extra- 


•    c 


«  The  Double  Gallant,   or  the  Sick  Lady's  Cure,"  a 

partly  from 
partly  from 

vagance. 


comedy  by  Mr.  Cicp-kr.  4to.  1707.  Borrowed  partly  from 
Mrs.  Centlivre's  "  Love  at  a  Venture j'*  and  partly  from 
Burnaby/s  *'  Vifttifig  Day.''  B.  D, 
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vagance.  There  is,  as  the  lady  in  the  play 
complains,  fomething  fo  robuft  in  perfeft 
health,  that  it  is  with  her  a  point  of  breeding 
and  delicacy  to  appear  in  public  with  a  fickly 
air.  But  the  natural  gaiety  and  fpirit  which 
fhine  in  the  complexion  of  fuch  as  form  to 
themfelves  a  fort  of  diverting  induftry,  by 
choofing  recreations  that  are  exercifes>  furpafs 
all  the  falfe  ornaments  and  graces  that  can  be 
put  on  by  applying  the  whole  difpenfary  of  a 
toilet.  An  healthy  body,  and  a  chearful  mind, 
give  charms  as  irrefiftible  as  inimitable.  The 
beauteous  Dyctinna,  who  came  to  town  lafl: 
week,  has,  from  the  conftant  profpecl  in  a 
delicious  country,  and  the  moderate  exercife 
andjournies  in  the  vifits  flie  made  round  it, 
Contracted  a  certain  life  in  her  countenance, 
which  will  in  vain  employ  both  the  painters^ 
and  the  poets  to  reprefent.  The  becoming 
negligence  in  her  drefs,  the  fcvere  fweetnefs  of 
her  looks,  and  a  certain  innocent  boldnefs  in  alL 
her  behaviour,  are  the  efFeft  of  the  adive  recre- 
ations I  am  talking  of. 

But  inftead  of  fuch^  or  any  other  as  innocent 
and  pleafing  method  of  paffing  away  their  time 
with  alacrity,  we  have  manyin  town  who  fpend 
their  hours  in  an  indolent  ftate  of  body  and 
mind,  without  either  recreations  or  refleftions.' 
I  am  apt  to  believe  there  are  fome  parents  ima- 
gine their  daughters  will  be  accomplilhed 
enough,  if  nothing  interrupts  their  growth,  or 
their  Ihape,  According  to  this  method  of  edu- 
E  e  2  cation, 
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cation,  I  could  name  you  twenty  families, 
where  all  the  girls  hear  of  in  this  life  is,  that  it 
is  time  to  rife  and  to  come  to  dinner,  as  if  they 
were  fo  infignificant  as  to  be  wholly  provided 
for,  when  they  are  fed  and  cloathed. 

It  is  with  great  indignation  that  1  fee  fuch 
crouds  of  the  female  world  loft  to  human  fo- 
ciety,  and  condemned  to  a  lazinefs,  which 
makes  life  pafs  away  with  lefs  relifli  than  in 
the  hardeft  labour.  Palest ris,  in  her  draw- 
ing-room, is  fupported  by  fpirits  to  keep  off  the 
returns  of  fpleen  and  melancholy,  before  fhe 
can  get  over  half  of  the  day  for  want  of  fome- 
thing  to  do,  while  the  wench  in  the  kitchen 
lings  and  fcowers  from  morning  to  night. 

The  next  difagreeable  thing  to  a  lazy  lady, 
is  a  very  bufy  one.  A  man  of  bufinefs  in  good 
company,  who  gives  an  account  of  his  abilities 
and  difpatches,  is  hardly  more  infupportable 
than  her  they  call  a  notable  woman,  and  a  ma- 
nager *.  Lady  Good-day,  where  I  vifited  the 
other  day,  at  a  very  polite  circle,  entertained  a 
great  lady  with  zrecipe  for  a  poultice,  and  gave 
us  to  underftand,  that  (he  had  done  extraordi- 
nary cures  fince  (he  was  laft  in  town.  It  feems 
a  countryman  had  wounded  himftlf  with  his 
fcythe  as  he  was  mowing;  and  we  were  obliged 
to  hear  of  her  charity,  her  medicine,  and  her 
humility,  in  the  harflieft  tone  and  coarfeft  lan- 
guage imaginable. 

*  See  Steele's  **  Letters  to  his  wife,"  &c.  vol.  I.  pafftm. 

What 
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What  I  would  requeft  in  all  this  prattle  is, 
that  our  females  would  either  let  us  have  their 
perfons,  or  their  minds,  in  fuch  perfection  as 
nature  defigned  them. 

The  way  to  this  is,  that  thofe  who  are  in  the 
quality  of  gentlewomen,  fhould  propofe  to 
themfelves  fome  fuitable  method  of  pafling 
away  their  time.  This  would  furnifli  them 
with  reflexions  and  fentiments  proper  for 
the  companions  of  reafonable  men,  and  pre- 
vent the  unnatural  marriages  which  happen 
every  day  between  the  moft  accomplifhed  wo- 
men and  the  verieft  oafs,  the  worthiefl:  men 
and  the  moft  infignificant  females.  Were  the 
general  turn  of  women's  education  of  another 
kind  than  it  is  art  prefent,  we  fliould  want  one 
another  for  more  reafons  than  we  do  as  the 
world  now  goes.  The  common  defign  of  pa- 
rents, is  to  get  their  girls  off  as  well  as  they 
can  ;  and  they  make  no  confcience  of  putting 
into  our  hands  a  bargain  for  our  whole  life, 
which  will  make  our  hearts  ache  every  day  of 
it.  I  fhall,  therefore,  take  this  matter  into 
ferious  confideration,  and  will  propofe,  for  the 
better  improvement  of  the  fair  fex,  a  ''  Female 
''  Library  *."  This  colle6lion  '  of  books  fliall 
confift  of  fuch  authors  as  do  not  corrupt  while 

*  Steele,  in  1714,  publifhed  three  volumes  in  8vo, 
under  the  title  of  "  The  Lady's  Library/*  one  of  which  he 
dedicated  to  his  fecond  wife,  who  died  in  1718. 

See  Steele's  Letters,  vol.  11.  p.  423.  and  feq.  Letters 
437>  43^3  439>  ^^^  44°'  concerning  this  publicauon. 

E  e  3  they 
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they  divert,  but  (liall  tend  more  immediately  to, 
improve  them  as  they  are  women.  They  Ihall 
be  fuch  as  fhall  not  hurt  a  feature  by  the  au- 
fterity  of  their  refleiflions,  nor  caufe  one  im- 
pertinent glance  by  the  vvantonnefs  of  them. 
They  (hall  all  tend  to  advance  the  value  of 
their  innocence  as  virgins,  improve  their  un- 
derftanding  as  wives,  and  regulate  their  ten- 
dernefs  as  parents.  It  has  been  very  often 
faid  in  thefe  Lucubrations,  **  that  the  ideas 
*'  which  moft  frequently  pafs  through  our 
**  imaginations,  leave  traces  of  themfelves  in 
*'  our  countenances."  There  fhall  be  a  ftrift 
regard  had  to  this  in  my  Female  Library^  which 
fhall  be  furnifhed  with  nothing  that  fhall 
give  fupplies  to  oftentation  or  impertinence; 
but  the  whole  fhall  be  fo  digefted  for  the  ufe 
of  my  ftudents,  that  they  fhall  not  go  out 
of  character  in  their  enquiries,  but  their 
knowledge  appear  only  a  cultivated  innocence. 

***  *'  The  Ladies'  Library,"  written  by  a  Lady. 
Eublifhed  by  Mr.  Steele.  Printed  for  J.  Tonfon,  1714, 
3  vols.  i2mo.  With  this  book,  of  which  Steele  was  mere- 
ly the  puhlijher,  the  annotator  is  not  particularly  acquaint'* 
cd,  but  it  appears  on  the  face  of  it,  to  deferve  the  ferious 
notice  of  the  fex,  for  whom  it  is  compiled,  and  to  be  well 
calculated  for  their  fervice.  See  more  in  Steele's  Let-^ 
lers,  vol.  IL  p.  423,  &y^^. 

N'  249^ 
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J^*»  249.  Saturday,  November  11,  1710. 
ADDISON*. 


Per  varios  cafus^  per  tot  difcrimina  rerum^ 

Tendimus, Vjrg.  ^n.  i.  208. 

*  Through  various  hazard s^  and.eventSa  we  move.* 

Dkydev^ 

From  my  own  Apartment,  November  10* 

I  WAS  lafl:  night  vifited  by  a  friend  of  mine, 
who  has  an  inexhauftible  fund  of  difcourfe, 
and  never  fails  to  entertain  his  company  with  a 
yariety  of  thoughts  and  hints  that  are  altoge- 
E  e  4  ther 

*  This  Paper  appears  to  have  been  in  the  ///?  delivered  by 
Steele  to  Mr.  I'ickell ;  for  it  is  re-printed  in  Addison's 
^'  Works,"  vol.  II.  p.  335  ;  and  it  is  afcribed  to  the  fame 
author  in  the  MS.  7J0tes  of  Chriftopher  Byron  efq,  nien*. 
jioned  in  a  note  on  Tat.  N^  74. 

The  ingenious  fubjecSl:  of  this  entertaining  Paper  was 
ftarted  it  feems,  by  Swift.  The  writer  of  it  acknowled-^ 
ges,  that  he  was  led  into  this  train  of  thinking,  in  confe- 
fjuence  of  a  hint  fuggefted  by  a  friend  ;  and  that  Swift 
was  the  perfon  from  whom  it  originated,  is  very  probable 
from  the  following  paiTages  in  his  journal  letters  to  Mrs, 
Johnfon,  dated  London,  Nov.  30,  and  Dec.  14,  1710. 
1?'  Youare  miftaken  in  all  your  conjectures  about  the  Tat?? 


I 
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ther  new  and  uncommon.  Whether  it  were 
in  complalfance  to  my  way  of  living,  or  his 
real  opinion,  he  advanced  the  following  pa- 
radox :  that  it  required  much  greater  talents 
to  fill  up  and  become  a  retired  life  than  a  life 
of  bufinefs.  Upon  this  occafion  he  rallied 
very  agreeably  the  bufy  men  of  the  age,  who 
only  valued  themfelves  for  being  in  motion, 
and  paffing  through  a  feries  of  trifling  and  in- 
lignificant  a<5tions.  In  the  heat  of  his  dif- 
courfe,  feeing  a  piece  of  money  lying  on  my 
table,  "  I  defy,"  fays  he,  *'  any  of  thefe  ac- 
"  tive  perfons  to  produce  half  the  adventures 
•*  that  this  ^ivelvcpenny  piece  has  been  en- 
"  gaged  in,  were  it  poffible  for  him  to  give 
*'  us  an  account  of  his  life." 

My  friend's  talk  made  fo  odd  an  impreflion 
upon  my  mind,  that  foon  after  I  was  a-bed, 
I  fell  infenfibly  into  an  unaccountable  reverie^ 
that  had  neither  moral  nor  defign  in  it, 
and  cannot  be  fo  properly  called  a  drean\as 
a  delirium* 

Methought  the  selling  that  lay  upon  the 
table  reared  itfelf  upon  its  edge,  and,  turning 
^  vhe  face  towards  me,  opened  its  mouth,  and  in 
a  foft  filver  found,  gave  me  the  following  ac- 
count of  his  life  and  adventures ; 

*'  I  was 


f'  LERs.  I  have  given  him  one  or  two  hints,  and  you  have 
•'  heard  me  talk  about  the  Shilling." — "  No,  the  Tat- 
?•  LER  of  The  SHILLING  was  not  mine,  more  than  the  hipt, 

"and 
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<»  1  was  born,"  fays  he,  ''  on  the  fide  of  a 
'«  mountain,  near  a  little  village  of  Peru,  and 
"  made  a  voyage  to  England  in  an  ingot,  under 
*'  the  convoy  of  Sir  Francis  Drake.  I  was, 
'*  foon  after  my  arrival,  taken  out  of  my  Indian 
''  habit,  refined,  naturalized,  and  put  into  the 
**  Britifli  mode,  with  the  face  of  Queen  Eliza- 
<*  BETH  on  one  fide,  and  the  arms  of  the  coun- 
*'  try  on  the  other.  Being  thus  equipped,  I 
**  found  in  me  a  wonderful  inclination  to  ram- 
*'  ble,  and  vifit  all  the  parts  of  the  new  world 
*'  into  which  I  was  brought.  The  people  very 
«*  much  favoured  my  natural  difpofition,  and 
<'  fhifted  me  fo  faft  from  hand  to  hand,  that, 
**  before  I  was  five  years  old,  I  had  travelled 
^'  into  almoft  every  corner  of  the, nation.  But 
"  in  the  beginning  of  my  fixth  year,  to.  my  un- 
«'  fpeakable  grief,  I  fell  into  the  hands  of  a  mi- 
"  ferable  old  fellow,  who  clapped  me  into  an 
*^  iron  cheft,  where  I  found  five  hundred  more 
"  of  my  own  quality  v/ho  lay  under  the  fame 
*'  confinement.  The  only  relief  we  had,  was 
*'  to  be  taken  out  and  counted  over  in  the  frefli 
*'  air  every  morning  and  evening.  After  an  im- 

*<  and  two  or  three  general  heads  for  it.  I  have  much  more 
*'  important  bufinefs  on  my  hands  :  and,  befides,  the  mini- 
*'  ftry  hate  to  think  that  I  fhould  help  him,  and  have  made 
"  reproaches  on  it ;  and  I  frankly  told  them  I  would  do  it 
*'  no  more.  This  is  a  fecret  though,  Madam  Stella." 
Swift's  "  Works,"  utfupra^  vol.  XXII.  p.  89.  and  p.  too. 
N.  B.  Dr.  Swift  was  employed  at  this  time  in  the  impcr- 
font  bufimfi  of  writing  the  Examimu 

y  prifonment 
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^'  prifonment  of  feveral  years,  we  heard  fome^ 
^*  body  knocking  at  our  cheft,  and  breaking  it 
«*  open  with  an  hammer.  This  we  found  was 
"  the  old  man's  heir,  who  as  his  father  lay  dy- 
*'  ing,  was  fo  good  as  to  eome  to  our  releafe. 
*' He  feparated  us  that  very  day.  What  was 
*«  the  fate  of  my  companions  1  know  not:  a$ 
^'  for  myfelf,  I  was  fent  to  \\).^  apothecary  s  JJ^op 
^^  for  a  pint  of  fack.  The  apothecary  gave  me 
**  to  an  herb-woman,  the  herb-woman  to  a 
<*  butcher,  the  butcher  to  ^  brewer,  and  the 
**  brewer  to  his  wife,  who  made  a  prefent  of  mjs 
*' to  a  non-conformift  preacher*.  After  this 
*'  manner  I  made  my  way  merrily  through  the 
^*  world;  for,  as  I  told  you  before,  we  Shillings 
^*  love  nothing  fo  much  as  travelling.  I  fome-- 
^'  times  fetched  in  a  (houlder  of  mutton,  fome- 
^*  times  a  play-book,  and  often  had  the  fatisfac- 
^'  tion  tp  treat  a  Templer  at  a  twelve-penny 
*'  ordinary,  or  carry  bim  with  three  friends  tQ 
f*  Weftminfter  hall  -jr. 

*  In  ftri(2:  propriety  of  fpeech,  the  asra  of  Non-confor- 
jmlty  is  rather  antedated  ;  for  the  puritan  miniflers  did  noc 
become  non-conformift  preachers,  till  fome  time  after  the 
commencement  of  Laud's  impolitic,  unjuft^  and  mifchie- 
yous  endeavours  to  eftablifh  univerfal  conformity;  but  con- 
fldering  the  lax  manner  in  which  thefe  denominations  are 
interchangeably  ufed,  this  humourous  narrative  is  fuifici- 
jpntly  reconcileable  to  true  hiflory. 

t  Gapt.  Baily,  faid  to  have  accompanied  Raleigh  ii^ 
his  laft  expedition  to  Guiana,  employed  four  hackney* 
coaches,  with  drivers  in  liveries,  to  ply  at  the  May-pole  i^ 


JSI*^  249,        T  H  E    T  A  T  L  E  R;  42^ 

"  In  the  midft  of  this  pleafant  progrefs  which 
5«  I  made  from  place  to  place,  I  was  arretted  by 
5'  a  faperftitious  old  woman,  who  fhut  me  up 
**  in  a  greafy  purfe,  in  purfuance  of  a  foolifh 
*'  faying,  *  that  while  flie  kept  a  Queen  Eli- 
*'  zabeth's  fliiUing  about  her,  fhe  fhould 
f'  never  be  without  money.'  I  continued  here 
"  a  clofe  prifoner  for  many  months,  until  at 
**  lafl:  I  was  exchanged  for  eight- and-fprtyfar- 
f^  things. 

"  I  thus  rambled  from  pocket  to  pocket  until 
: '  the  beginning  of  the  civil  w^rs,  when,  to  my 

ftiame 


the  Strand,  fixing  his  own  rates^  about  the  year  1634* 
Baily's  coaches  feem  to  have  been  the  firft  of  what  are  now 
called  hackney  coaches  \  a  term  at  that  time  applied  indifcri- 
minately  to  all  coaches  let  for  hire,  of  which  there  were  at 
that  time  190®;  though  in  1625,  the  firft  year  of  Charles's 
reign,  and  feven  years  at  leaft  before  the  promotion  of  Dr. 
Laud  to  the  fee  of  Canterbury,  there  were  only  about  20, 
A  proclamation  ifTued  in  1634,  to  remedy  the  inconveni- 
ences attending  thefe  hired  coaches,  accompanied  by  a  pa- 
tent for  introducing  feclan  chairs;  and  another  in  1635  di- 
^:e6ted,  that  no  one  fhould  keep  a  coach  in  London  who 
could  not  maintain  four  able  horfes  for  the  king's  fervice. 
Cromwell  regulated  the  hackney  coaches  in  1654,  and  li- 
mited them  to  200.  A  tax  was  laid  on  them  in  1662,  wheri 
their  number  was  400.  They  were  increafed  to  700  ir| 
;694;  toSooiniyiO;  and  to  1000  in  1771. 

Dr.  Pehcy,  in  his  notes  to  the  Northumberland  Houfe- 
hold  Book,  p.  448,  fays,  from  Anderson's  "  Origin  of 
t'  Commerce,"  that  coaches  were  firft  introduced  into  Eng- 
land by  Fitz- Allan,  earl  of  Arundel,  in  1580;  but  from  a 
paftage  in  Taylor  the  water-poet,  1630,  p.  240,  quoted  by 
Mr,  Reed,  in  Dodiley's  «'  Colleaion  of  Old  Plays,  1780," 
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*'  fhame  be  it  fpokcn,  I  was  employed  in  raifing 
"  foldiers  againft  the  king:  for,  being  of  a  very 
*'  tempting  breadth,  a  ferjeant  made  ufe  of  me 
"  to  inveigle  country  fellows,  and  lift  them  into 
"  the  fervice  of  the  parliament. 

"  As  foon  as  he  had  made  one  man  fure,  his 
*'  way  was,  to  oblige  him  to  take  a  fhilling  of  a 
"  more  homely  figure,  and  then  pradife  the 
**  fame  trick  upon  another.  Thus  1  continued 
*'  doing  great  mifchief  to  the  crown,  until  my 
**  officer  chancing  one  morning  to  walk  abroad 
*.*  earlier  than  ordinary,  facriticed  me  to  his 
««  pleafures,  and  made  ufe  of  me  to  feduce  a 
*'  milk-maid.  This  wench  bent  me,  and  gave 
**  me  to  her  fweetheart,  applying  more  pro- 
**  perly  than  fhe  intended  the  ufual  form  of, 
"  *  to  my  love  and  from  my  love.'  This  un- 
''  generous  gallant  marrying  her  within  a  few 
"  days  after,  pawned  me  for  a  dram  of  brandy; 
**  and  drinking  me  out  next  day,  1  was  beaten 
*'  flat  with  an  hammer,  and  again  fet  a  run- 
"  ning. 

'*  After 


vol.  V.  p.  475,  they  appear  to  have  been  uftd  much  earlier  ; 
"  for,  in  the  yeere  1564,  one  William  Boonen,  a  Dutch- 
"  man,  brought  firft  the  ufe  of  coaches  hither,  and  the  faid 
*'  Boonen  was  Queene  Elizabeth's  coachman  ;  for  intleede 
"  a  coach  was  a  ftrange  monfter  in  thofe  dayes,  and  the 
*'  fight  of  them  put  both  horfe  and  man  into  amazement.'* 
Dr.  Percy  obferves,  they  were  iirft  drawn  with  two  horfes, 
and   that   it  was  the  favourite  Buckingham,  who,  about 

1619, 
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"  After  many  adventures,  which  it  would  be 
^'  tedious  to  relate,  I  was  fent  to  a  young  fpend- 
**  thrift,  in  company  with  the  will  of  his  de- 
*'  ceafed  father.  The  young  fellow,  who  I 
^'  found  was  very  extravagant,  gave  great  de- 
*'  monftrations  of  joy  at  receiving  the  will;  but 
**  opening  it,  he  found  himfelfdifinherited, and 
*'  cut  off  from  the  poflefllon  of  a  fair  cftate  by 
*'  virtue  of  my  being  made  a  prefent  to  him. 
*'  This  put  him  into  fuch  a  paffion,  that,  after 
*'  having  taken  me  in  his  hand,  and  curfed  me, 
*^  he  fquirred  me  away  from  him  as  far  as  he 
'^  could  fling  me.  I  chanced  to  light  in  an  un- 
**  frequented  place  under  a  dead  wall,  where  1 
**  lay  undifcovered  and  ufelefs  during  the  ufur- 
**  pation  of  Oliver  Cromwell. 

•*  About  a  year  after  the  king  s  return,  a  poor 
"  cavalier,  that  was  walking  there  about  din- 
**  ner-time*,  fortunately  call  his  eye  upon  me, 
"  and,  to  the  great  joy  of  us  both,  carried  me 
*'  to  a  cook's  iliop,  where  he  dined  upon  me, 
•'  and  drank  the  king's  health.  When  I  came 
"  again  into  the  world,  I  found  that  I  had  been 
**  happier  in  my  retirement  than  I  thought, 

1619,  began  to  draw  with  fix  horfes.  Thz  poji-chaife^  in- 
vented in  France,  was  firft  introduced  here  by  Mr.  TuLL, 
fon  of  the  well  known  writer  on  hufbandry.  7  he  diligence 
was  firft  introduced  about  the  year  1775;  and  mail  coaches^ 
by  Mr.  Palmer,  in  1785. 

•  A  fine  allufion  to  King  Charles's  memorable  forget* 
fulnefs  of  his  friends. 

having 
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**  having  probably  by  that  means  efcaped  wear- 
**  ing  a  monflrous  pair  of  breaches  *. 

"  Being  now  of  great  credit  and  antiquity,  I 
"  was  rather  looked  upon  as  a  medal  than  an 
*'  ordinary  coin ;  for  which  reafon  a  gamefler 
**  laid  hold  of  me,  and  converted  me  to  a  coun- 
*'  ter,  having  got  together  fome  dozens  of  us 
"  for  that  ufe.  We  led  a  melancholy  life  irl 
*'  his  poflefiion,  being  bufy  at  thofe  hours 
*'  wherein  current  coin  is  at  reft,  and  partak- 
*'  ing  the  fate  of  our  mafter;  being  in  a  few 
*'  moments  valued  at  a  crown,  a  pound,  or  a 
*'  fixpence,  according  to  the  fituation  in  which 
**  the  fortune  of  the  cards  placed  us.  I  had  at 
*'  length  the  good  luck  to  fee  my  mafter 
*'  break,  by  which  means  I  was  again  fent 
**  abroad  under  my  primitive  denomination  of 

*'  a  SHILLING. 

•'  I  fhall  pafs  over  many  other  accidents  o^ 
y  lefs  moment,  and  haften  to  that  fatal  cata- 

•  The  two  (hields  on  Oliver's  ShllUn^^  vulgarly  called 
hreeches^  fomewhat  refemble  the  vaft  trimk-hofe^  with  whichj 
and  a  ruff2iS  monftrous,  James  I.  went  a  hunting;  Thiis 
equipped,  with  a  hat  and  white  feather,  and  his  gentlemeri 
wearing  rings  and  floivers  in  their  ears,  it  is  faid  in  an  early- 
printed  fcarce  book,  that  he  rode  to  Newmarket  for  his  plea- 
lure;  but,  being  baulked  in  his  fport  for  feveral  days  by. 
heavy  rains,  he  grew  fo  religious  as  to  fay,  with  chara6ler- 
iftical  abfurdity,  *'  No  king  in  this  world  is  fo  little  be- 
*'  holden  to  G— ;  give  me  a  Bible."  Chara^ersy  Inftati- 
ceSy  and  Exatnples  of  Truths  p.  lO.  Printed  for  H.  C.  and 
L.  Lloyd,  and  fold  at  their  fhops  in  Pope's  Head  Alley.  410^^ 
52  pages.     No  date.    Harl.  Cat.  5979. 

['  ftrophe 
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^'  ftrophe  when  I  fell  into  the  hands  of  an  ar- 
*'  tiil,  who  conveyed  me  under  ground,  and, 
^*  with  an  unmercifui  pair  of  fheers,  cut  off 
*^  my  titles,  eHpped  my  brims,  retrenched  my 
'*  (hape,  rubbed  me  to  my  in  moll  ring  5  and, 
**  in  (liort,  fo  fpoiled  and  pillaged  me,  that  he 
**  did  not  }eave  me  worth  a  groat.  You  may 
*'  think  what  confufion  I  was  in  to  fee  myfelf 
*^  thus  curtailed  and  disfigured.  I  fhould  have 
**  been  aihamed  to  have  Ihewn  my  head,  had 
^'  not  all  my  old  acquaintance  been  reduced 
*'  to  the  fame  fhamef  ul  figure,  excepting  fome 
*^*  few  that  were  punched  through  the  belly  ^. 
"  In  the  midft  of  this  general  calamity,  when 
*'  every  body  thought  our  misfortune  irretriev- 
*'  able,  and  our  cafe  defperate,  we  were  thrown 
*'  into  the  furnace  together,  and,  as  it  often 
*'  happens  with  cities  rifing  out  of  a  fire,  ap- 
**  peared  with  greater  beauty  and  luftre  than 
*'  we  eouM  ever  boaft  of  before.  What  has  hap- 
*'  pened  to  me  fince  this  change  of  fex  which 
**  you  now  fee,  I  fhall  take  fome  other  opportu- 
"■^  nity  to  relate.  In  the  mean  time,  I  fhall  only 
'^  repeattwoadventareSjas  being  very  ex  traordi- 
^'  nary,  and  neither  of  them  having  ever  happen- 
**  ed  to  me  above  once  in  my  life.  The  firlt  was, 
"  my  being  in  a  poet's  pocket,  w^ho  was  fa 
^^  taken  with  the  brightnefs  and  novelty  of 
"  my  appearance,  that  it  gave  occafion  to  the 
**  fined  burlefque  poem  in  the  Britifh  lan- 
**  guage,  intitled,  from  me,  Tbe  Splendid  Shil* 
*  To  be  hanged  around  childrens*  necks  as  ornaments. 
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<«  ling'^.  The  fecond  adventure,  which  I  muft 
*'  not  omit,  happened  to  me  in  the  year  1703, 
*'  when  I  was  given  away  in  charity  to  a  bhnd 
**man;  but  indeed  this  was  by  miftake,  the 
**  perfon  who  gave  me  having  thrown  me 
**  heedlefsly  into  the  hat  -f-  among  a  penny- 
*^  worth  of  farthings  :|:." . 

•  By  Mr.  John  Philips,  a  poet  of  confiderable  eminence, 
and  a  very  good  man,  who  was  born  Sept.  30,  1676,  and 
died  Feb.  15,  1708. 

t  The  hat  and  this  Shilling  were,  it  feems,  nearly  co- 
eval ;  for  Granger  fays,  that  *'  the  firft  Englifli  portrait 
**  he  remembered  to  have  feen  with  a  haty  was  one  of  a 
*«  Mr.  Brightman,  in  the  reign  of  Q.  Elizabeth.'*  He 
adds  in  a  note,  "  that  Dr.  Rawlinfon  had  a  MS.  copy  of 
*'  Chaucer,  thought  to  have  been  written  in  the  time  of 
^^  Henry  VH.;  the  capital  letters  were  finely  illuminated, 
*'  and,  in  that  which  begins  his  '  Moral  Tale,*  there  was 
*'  a  man  painted  with  a  high-crowned  hat  and  a  broad  brim." 

%  This  Paper  gave  birth  to  an  ingenious  dramatic  ro- 
mance, intituled,  *'  Chryfal,  or  the  Adventures  of  a  Gui- 
"  nea." 


No  250.     Tuefday,  November  14,  1710% 
ADDISON*. 

Sets  enimjuflum  gemind  Jujpndere  lance 

Ancipitis  libra.  Feus.  Sat.  iv.  10. 

•  Know'ft  thou,  with  equal  hand,  10  hold  the  fcale  ?.' 

Dryden. 
From  my  own  Apartment,  November  13. 

I  LAST  winter  erefted  a  Court  ^/justice  for 
the  correfting  of  feveral  enormities  in  drefs 

and 

*  This  Paper  is  afcribed  to  Addison  in  the  MS.  notes 
•f  C.  Byron,  efq.  mentioned  in  a  note  on  Tat.  N*  74. 

It 


i 
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and  behaviour,  which  are  not  cognizable  in  any 
other  Coiuts  of  thisrealm.The  vintner's  Cafe^^ 
which  I  there  tried,  is  ftill  frefh  in  every  man's 
memory.  That  of  the  petticoat  -f-gave  alfoa 
general  fatisfaclion:  not  to  mention  the  more 
important  points  of  the  Ca?7e  and  PerJpeSIive'^; 
in  which,  if  I  did  not  give  judgements  and  de- 
crees according  to  the  ftritteft  rules  of  equity 
and  jufbice,  I  can  fafely  fay,  I  aft.ed  according 
to  the  bed  of  my  underftanding.  But  as  for 
the  proceedings  of  that  Court,  1  fhall  refer  my 
reader  to  an  account  of  them,  written  by  my  6*^- 
fretary-y  which  is  now  in  the  prefs,  and  will 
fjiortly  be  publifhed  under  the  title  of  Lij^lje's 
•'Reports  II ." 

As  I  laft  year  prefided  over  a  Court  of  justicf^ 
it  is  my  intention  this  year  to  fet  myfelf  at  the 
head  of  a  Court  of  honour.  There  is  no  Court 
of  this  nature  any  where  at  prefent,  except  in 
France ;  where,  according  to  the  beft  of  my 
intelligence,  it  confifts  of  fuch  only  as  are  Mar- 
Jhals  of  that  kingdom.  I  am  likewife  informed, 
that  there  is  not  one  of  that  honourable  board  at 
prefent,  who  has  not  been  driven  oqt  of  the 
iield  by  the  duke  of  Marlborough  ;  but  whe- 
ther this  be  only  an  accidental  or  a  neceflary 

It  feems  likewife  to  have  been  included  in  the  Uji  of  Ad- 
dison's Papers,  delivered  by  Steele  to  Mr.  Tickell, 
t)eing  re-printed  in  Addison's  '^  Works,"  410,  vol.  IL 

^*:ieeN^i32.         tSeeN^ii6.         J  See  N^  103. 
II  Chajiles  Lillik.     See  N°  no,  and  note. 

Vol..  IV,  V  i  ^ualifigation 
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qualification,  I  muft  confefs,  I  am  not  able  to 
determine. 

As  for  the  Court  of  honour  of  which  I  z\x\ 
here  fpeaking,  I  intend  to  fit  myfelf  in  it  as  pre- 
lident,  with  feveral  men  of  Honour  on  my  right- 
hand,  and  women  of  Virtue  on  my  left,  as  my 
afliftants,  The  firft  place  on  the  bench  1  have 
given  to  an  old  Tangereen  captain  with  a 
wooden  leg.  The  fecond  is  a  gentleman  of 
a  long  twifted  periwig  without  a  curl  in  it, 
a  muff  with  very  little  hair  upon  it,  and  a 
thread  bare  coat  with  new  buttons ;  being  a 
perfon  of  great  worth,  and  fecond  brother  to  a 
man  of  quality.  The  third  is  a  gentleman- 
iiflier,  extremely  well  read  in  romances,  and 
grandfon  to  one  of  the  greateft  wits  in  Ger- 
many, who  was  fome  time  mafter  of  the  cere- 
monies to  the  duke  of  Wolfembottle. 

As  for  thofe  who  fit  further  on  my  right- 
hand,  as  it  is  ufual  in  public  Courts*,  they  are 
fuch  as  will  fill  up  thenumber  of  faces  upon  the 
bench,  and  ferve  rather  for  ornament  thanufe. 

The  chief  upon  my  left  hand  are, 

An  old  maiden  lady,  that  preferves  fome  of 
the  beft  blood  of  England  in  her  veins. 

A  welch  woman  of  a  little  ftature,  but  high 
fpirit, 

•  <*  This  alludes  to  the  mafters  in  chancery,  who  fit 
♦' on  the  bench  with  the  Lord  Qhd^iiQi\Uty  fole  judge  oi 
♦f  (he  court,  Loveday. 

An 
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An  old  Prude,  that  has  cenfured  every  mar- 
riage for  thefe  thirty  years,  and  is  lately  wedded 
to  a  young  rake. 

Having  (hus  furniflied  my  Bench,  I  fliall 
eftablifhcorrefpondences  with  the  horfe-guards, 
and  the  veterans  of  Chelfea* College  ;  the  for- 
mer to  rurnifhmewith  twelvemenof  Honour  as 
often  as  I  (hall  have  occafion  for  a  Grand ]\5KY  ; 
and  the  latter,  with  as  many  good  men  and 
true,  for  a  Petty  jury. 

As  for  the  women  of  Virtue,  it  will  not  be 
difficult  for  me  to  find  them  about  midnight  at 
crimp  and  ballet. 

Having  given  this  public  notice  of  my  Coprt, 
I  muft  further  add,  that  I  intend  to  open  it  on 
this  day  fevennight,  being  Monday  the  twentieth 
jnftant ;  and  do  hereby  invite  all  fuch  as  have 
fuffered  injuries  and  affronts,  that  are  not  to  be 
redreffed  by  the  common  laws  of  this  land, 
whether  they  be  (hort  bows,  cold  falutations, 
fupercilious  looks,  unreturned  fmiles,diftant  be- 
haviour, or  forced  familiarity  ;  as  alfo  all  fuch 
as  have  been  aggrieved  by  any  ambiguous  ex- 
preffion,  accidental  juftle,  or  unkind  repartee; 
Jikewife  all  fuch  as  have  been  defrauded  of  their 
right  to  the  v^all,  tricked  out  of  th^  upper  end 
of  the  table,  or  have  been  faffered  to  place 
themfelves,  in  their  own  wrong,  on  the  backr 
feat  of  the  coach.  Thefe,  and  all  of  thefe,  I 
do,  as  I  above  faid,  invite  to  bring  in  their  feve- 
ral  cafes  and  complaints,  in  which  they  ihall 
be  ^relieved  with  all  imaginable  expedition. 

Viz  I 
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I  am  very  fenfible,  that  the  office  I  have  now 
taken  upon  me  will  engage  me  in  the  difquifition 
of  many  weighty  points,  that  daily  perplex  the 
youth  of  the  Britifh  nation;  andHherefore,  I 
have  already  difcufled  feveral  of  them  for  my 
future  ufe:  as,  *'  how  far  a  man  may  brandirfi 
**  his  cane  in  telling  a  llory,  without  infulring 
**  his  hearer;"  **  what  degree  of  contradidioa 
^'  amounts  to  the  lie;"  '*  how  a  man  (hallrefent 
*'  anothefs  flaring  and  cocking  a  hat  in  his 
"  face;"  "  if  afking  pardon  is  an  atonement 
*'  for  treading  upon  one's  toes;",  "  whether  a 
**  man  may  put  up  with  a  box  on  the  ear,  re- 
*'  ceived  from  a  (tranger  in  the  dark  ?"  or, 
*'  whether  a  man  of  honour  may  take  a  blow 
*'  of  his  v/ife;"  with  feveral  other  fubtilties  of 
the  like  nature. 

For  my  dire6lion  in  the  duties  of  my  office,  I 
have  furnifhed  myfelf  with  a  certain  aflrologi- 
cal  pair  of  fcales,  which  1  have  contrived  for  this 
purpofe.  In  one  of  them  I  lay  the  injuries,  in 
the  other  the  reparations.  The  firft  are  repre- 
fented  by  little  weights  made  of  a  metal  refem- 
bling  iron,  and  the  other  of  gold.  Thefe  are 
not  only  lighter  than  the  weights  made  ufe  of  in 
avoirdupois,  but  alfo  fuch  as  arc  ufed  in  Troy- 
weight.  The  heaviefl  of  thofethat  reprefent  the 
injuries  amount  but  to  a  fcruple;  and  decreafe 
by  fo  many  fub-divifions,  that  there  are  feveral 
imperceptible  weights  which  cannot  be  (ccn 
without  the  help  of  a  very  fine  microfcope.  I 
niight  accjuaint  my  reader,  that  thefe  fcales  wei^ 

made 
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made  under  the  influence  of  the  fun  when  he 
was  in  Libra,  and  defcribe  many  fignatures  oa 
the  weights  both  of  injury  and  reparation  :  but 
as  this  would  look  rather  to  proceed  from  an 
oftentation  of  my  own  art,  than  any  care  for 
the  public,  I  fhali  pafs  it  over  in  filence. 


N°25i.     Thurfday,  November  16,  1710. 
STEELE. 


^ifnam  igitur  liber?  Sapiens,  fthi  qui  imperiofus-y 
^em  neque  pauperies,  nee  mors,  nee  vineula  terrent  t 
Refp on/are  cupidinibus,  contemnere  honores 
Fortis^  et  injeipjo  totus  :  teres  atque  rotundus^ 
Externine  quid  v  ileal  per  Uve  Dior  art  3 
In  quern  manca  ruit  femper  fortuna^ 

HoR.  2  Sat*  vii.  8js 
Who  then  is  free  ? — The  wife,  who  well  maintains 
An  empire  o'er  himfelfi  whom  neither  chains. 
Nor  want,  nor  death,  with  flavilh  fear  infoire. 
Who  boldly  anfwers  to  his  warm  defire. 
Who  can  ambition^s  vaineft  gifts  defpife, 
Firm  in  himfelf  who  ort  himfelf  relies, 
PoHHi'd  and  round  who  runs  his  proper  Courfe> 
And  breaks  misfortune  with  fuperior  force. 

Francis^ 

From  my  own  Apartmient,  November  15, 

IT  is  necefiary  to  an  eafy  and  happy  life,  to 
poffefs  our  minds  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  be 
always  well  fatisfied  with  our  own  reflections. 

F  f  3  The 
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The  way  to  this  ftate  is  to  meafure  our  aftions 
by  our  own  opinion,  and  not  by  that  of  the  reft 
of  the  world.  The  knk  of  other  men  ought  to 
prevail  over  us  in  things  of  lefs  confideration, 
but  not  in  concernswhereTruthand  Honour  are 
engaged.  When  we  look  into  the  bottom  of 
things,  what  at  firft  appears  a  paradox  is  a  plain 
truth ;  and  thofe  profcffions,  which,  for  want  of 
being  duly  weighed,  fcem  to  proceed  from  a 
fort  of  romantic  philofophy,  and  ignorance  of 
the  world,  after  a  little  refledion,  are  fo  reafon- 
able,  that  it  is  direfl  madnefs  to  walk  by  any 
other  rules.  Thus  to  contradift  our  defires,  and 
to  conquer  the  impulfes  of  our  ambition,  if 
they  do  not  fall  in  with  what  we  in  our  in- 
ward fentiments  approve,  is  fo  much  our  in- 
tereft,  and  fo  abfolaiely  neceffary  to  our  real 
happinefs,  that  to  contemn  all  the  wealth  and 
power  in  the  world,  where  they  ftand  in  com- 
petition with  a  man's  Honour,  is  rather  good 
knk  than  greatnefs  of  mind. 

Did  we  confider  that  the  mind  of  a  man  is 
the  Man  himfclf,  we  (hould  think  it  the  moft 
unnatural  fort  of  felf- murder  to  facrifice  the 
fentimentof  the  foul  to  gratify  the  appetites  of 
the  body.  Blefs  us!  is  it  poffible,  that  when 
the  neceflities  of  life  are  fupplied,  a  man  would 
flatter  to  be  rich,  or  circumvent  to  be  power- 
ful! When  we  meet  a  poor  wretch,  urgedwith 
hunger  and  cold,  afking  an  alms,  we  are  apt  to 
think  this  a  ftate  we  could  rather  ftarve  than 
fubmit  to:  but  yet  how  much  more  defpxcable 

is 
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IS  his  condition,  who  is  above  necefiity,  and  yet 
fhall  refign  his  reafon  and  his  integrity  to 
purchafe  fuperfluities !  Both  thefe  are  abjeft 
and  common  beggars;  but  fare  it  is  lefs  def- 
picable  to  beg  a  fupply  to  a  man's  hunger 
than  his  vanity  *".    But  cuftom  and  general  pre- 

poffeffions 

*  Mr*  WriiSTOisr  has  chargedj  at  leaft  by  implication^ 
the  author  of  this  Paper,  with  the  abje^nefs  here  ftated,  and 
cenfured  with  fo  much  propriety  and  fpirit.  Such  an  ac* 
cufation  of  Steele  might  have  been  pafled  over  as  inno- 
cuous  and  inconfiderable,  but  for  the  high  reputation  in 
which  the  accufer  is  held,  and  not  unjaftly,  for  his  con- 
fcientioufnefs  and  veracity.  This  accufation  is  moreover 
introduced  with  general  and  ferious  cenfures,  vvhich  go  to 
the  whole  of  Sir  Richard's  character,  infomuch,  that  it 
feems  neceflary,  though  it  may  fwell  the  note  to  an  incon- 
venient fize,  to  ftate  things  fairly  ^r^  and  con^  and  leave 
the  determination  of  the  queflion  to  the  judgement  of  the 
reader. 

'*  Sir  Richard  was  indeed  eminent  for  wit,  but  deflitute 
"  of  true  wifdom  in  the  whole  condu(5t  of  his  life;  he 
*'•  wrote  very  well,  but  lived  very  ill  ;  he  was  a  Chriftiaa 
*'  in  principle,  but  not  in  practice.  However,  that  I  may 
*'  not  go  too  far  out  of  my  way  in  his  character,  I  (hall  on- 
*'  ly  fet  down  one  encounter  1  had  with  him  at  Button's 
^^  coftee-houfe,  when  he  was  a  member  of  parliament,  and 
"  had  been  making  a  fpeech  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
*'  in  the  days  of  K.  George  I.  to  pleafe  the  Court,  againft 
*' his  own  confcience,  for  the  South-Sea  dire6lorSj  thea 
"  under  the  great  difgrace  of  the  nation,  and  againft  whicli 
*'  South' Sea  fcheme  he  had  before,  for  fome  time,  written 
*•'•  weekly  papers,  till  he  faw  he  could  not  recover  his  poft 
*'  of  Cenfor  of  the  play-houfe,  from  which  he  had  been 
*'  turned  out,  which  uied  to  bring  him  in  fome  hundreds 
"  a-year,  without  making  fuch  a  fpeech.  I  accofted  him 
"  thus  :  They  fay  ^  Sir  Richard^  you  have  been  making  a  fpeech 
*'  in  the  Houfe  for  the  South-Sea  dire^orh     He  replied,  They 
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pofleflions  have  {o  far  prevailed  over  an  un- 
thinking  world,   that  thofe  neceffitous  crea- 
tures, 

"  dofayfo.  To  which  T  attfw'ered.  How  does  this  agree  with 
"  your  former  waiting  again/}  this  fcheme?  His  rejoinder  was 
*'  this,  Mr.  JVhtJion^  you  can  walk  on  foot^  and  I  cannot.^* 
Memoirs  of  Mr.  Wflliain  Whillon,  &c,  2d  edit.  8vo.  2  vol, 

I753'P- 257*  ^/^^ 

IVhiJlons  fufFerings  for  a  ftri(5t  adherence  to  what  he  be- 
lieved to  be  truth,  entitle  his  writings  to  liberal  conftruc- 
tion,  and  his  memory  to  generous  juftice,  and  reverential 
tendernefs.  The  Annotator  therefore,  {hall  meddle  no 
farther  with  his  chara6ter,  than  is  barely  neceflary  to  come 
at  the  truth  of  the  queftion,  and  to  clear  the  memory  of 
Steele  from  fo  much  of  the  imputed  guilt  as  the  writer 
conceives  to  be  fuperfluous  and  impertinent.  After  all  ob- 
jedlions  to  Mr.  Whifton's  opinions,  and  peculiarities  of 
thought  or  conduct,  it  muft  be  confefled  to  his  honour,  that 
he  was  honeft  throughout,  and  in  very  many  refpedts  meri- 
torious. Nor  is  it  a  difparagement  to  a  man  of  this  de- 
fcription,  or  any  impeachment  of  his  veracity,  to  affirm, 
that  he  might  be  overtaken  in  an  error,  or  in  a  fault. 
With  all  the  honefty  and  merit  imaginable,  man,  in 
his  beft  eftate,  is  ftill  liable  to  mifl-akes  ;  and  this  man,  it 
is  certain,  was  miftakcn,  not  ftldom,  both  in  his  concep- 
tions of  men  and  things.  From  a  natural  impetuofity  of 
temper  ungovernedor  ungovernable,  from  his  over  rigorous 
notions  of  rectitude,  his  over-weening  opinion  of  his  own 
abilities  and  writings,  &c.  Mr.  Whifton  fcems  to  have 
been  led  to  adopt  unfavourable  and  indifcriminate  cha- 
racters, to  throw  out  hafty  and  dogmatical  aflertions,  and 
to  ule  lax  and  indifcreet  expreflions.  The  portraits  which 
he  has  given  of  his  principal  contemporaries  feem  to  have 
been  drawn  with  a  black  lead  pencil,  which  he  managed 
with  little  fkiJl,  and  lefs  tafte ;  for  he  feems  to  have  been 
ignorant,  or  regardlefs  of  proportion,  and  he  either  would 
i^ot,  or  could  nor,  make  ufc  of  the  original  colours,  requi- 
fite  to  givedifciimination  and  fimilitude,  exprclTion  and  in- 

ilru^ivenefs 
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tares,  who  cannot  relifh  life  without  applaufe, 
attendance,   and  equipage,    are  fo  far  from 

making 

{lru£tlvenefs  to  pl(3:ures  of  men.  His  readers  can  be  at  no 
lofs  for  inftances,  which  are  the  only  arguments  that  can 
juftify  thefe  remarks.  It  is  fulEcient  to  fay,  and  to  fliew, 
that  his  character  of  Steele,  as  it  has  been  faithfully 
tranfcribed,  fuggefts  and  fupports  them. 

The  moit,  and  the  worft  parts  of  it,  are  fo  unmarked  and 
indifcriminate,  that  they  are  undeniably  applicable  to  any 
perfon,  of  either  fex,  who,  with  a  Chriftian  profeffion,  is 
chargeable  with  any  inftances  of  inconfideration  and  in- 
coniiftency;  his  cenfures,  heavy  as  they  are,  could  not  be 
entirely  falfified,  if  they  had  been  pafled  on  a  character  even 
more  faultlefs  than  that  of  Steele  ;  and  they  need  not  be 
heightened,  to  denote  truly,  the  vileft  and  wickedeft  per- 
fon who  lived  then,  or  fmce,  with  a  profeffion  of  Chriftia- 
nity.  It  likewife  deferves  notice,  that  Mr.  Whifton  has 
loaded  the  memories  of  the  moft  refpetSlable  men  in  his 
time,  more  or  lefs,  with  the  fame,  or  fimilar  reproaches. 
'Peers  or  prelates,  churchmen  or  laymen,  friendly  or  un- 
friendly, are  all  drawn,  like  Ovid's  fifters,  with  fome  bad 
family  likenefs; 

— ^-*-— — ■ — fades  non  cmn'ihus  una 

Nee  diverfa  tamen. 
It  is  very  certain  that,  indebted  as  Mr.  Whifton  deeply 
was,  to  Steele's  benevolence  and  generofity,  in  the  ftridt- 
eft  confiftency  with  truth,  he  might,  if  he  had  pleafed, 
fpoken  better  of  him,  with  more  Chriftian  charity,  and 
fome  figns  of  a  grateful  heart.  Surely  he  might,  at  leaft, 
have  left  his  benefd6lor's  infirmities  to  have  been  recorded, 
his  faults  10  have  been  aggravated,  and  his  whole  character 
to  have  been  traduced,  by  fome  other  libeller. 

It  muft  be  confefTed,  for  it  is  undoubtedly  true,  that  in 
more  than  one  inftance,  and  at  more  than  one  time, 
Steele's  life  was  unhappily  at  variance  with  his  Chriftian 
profeffion  and  to  palliate  his  criminalities,  would  be  to 
participate  in  the  guilt  of  them,  Steele,  fpeaking  of  him- 
ielf,  fays  with  modefty,  and  fuificient  humility,  that  his 

life 
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making  a  contemptible  figure,  that  diftrefled 
virtue  is  lefs  efteemed  than  fuccefsful  vice.  But 

if 

life  was  "  at  bell  but  pardonable  ;'*  and  Whifton  had  no 
call  to  have  been  more  rigorous;  for  if  it  were  even  ftridtiy 
true,  that  Steele's  life  was  at  heft  but  pardonable^  it  would 
be  melancholy  to  think,  and  very  diiEcult  to  fay,  how 
many  of  his  contemporaries  ought  to  have  been  hanged. 
Surely  his  life  was  not  only  pardonable  but  meritorious,  fof 
Ijy  what  he  did,  and  faid,  and  publifhed  in  the  courfe  of 
it,  he  was  one  of  the  greateft  benefactors  to  the  age  in 
which  he  lived,  he  has'doubtlefs  been  very  ferviceable  fince^ 
and  is  likely  to  be  ufeful  to  our  pofterity. 

Very  early  in  life,  from  motives  and  with  views  pecu- 
liarly laudable,  he  made  himfelf  confpicuous  in  his  ftation, 
by  publicly  avowing  his  belief  of  Chriftianity,  and  bearing 
an  honourable  teftimony  to  the  truth  and  herolfm  of  its 
principles.  After  all  that  can  be  faid  about  the  carelefs- 
nefs,  and  vicious  inconfiftencies,  into  which  he  was  hurried 
by  his  frailties  and  paflions,  againft  his  better  conviction, 
it  muft  ftill  be  allowed,  that  he  had  a  fincere  and  predomi- 
nant love  for  virtue,  which  he  always  delineated  and  re- 
commended with  the  impartiality  and  warmth  peculiar  to  a 
good  heart.  1  he  writer  can  add  with  pleafure,  and  on 
good  authority,  that  his  piety  continued  confpicuous  after 
the  decay  of  his  intelleClual  faculties,  which  were  impaired 
by  a  ftroke  of  the  palfy,  and  was  ftill  difcernible  even  in 
his  Hate  of  childiflmefs,  when,  for  the  three  or  four  laft 
years  of  his  life,  he  would  hear  nothing  read  to  him  but 
from  the  Bible,  or  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer. 

It  may  not  be  altogether  impertinent,  foreign  as  it  is  from 
the  purpofeof  the  note,  to  obviate  here  a  miftake  or  two  in 
the  fairer  and  jufter  account  which  is  given  of  Steele,  by 
an  anonymous  writer,  in  the  Biographia  Brttannica.  He 
did  not,  after  his  retirement  into  Wales,  pafs  the  remain- 
ing mofl:  melancholy  part  of  his  life  on  his  own  eftate  of 
Langunnor,  but  at  Carmarthen,  where  he  died  on  the  ift, 
and  not  on  the  2ift  of  Sept.  1729,  and  was  buried  in  a 
private  manner,*  in  the  town  chancel,  on  the  4th  of  the  fame 

month. 
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if  a  man's  appeal,  in  cafes  that  regard  his  Ho- 
nour, were  made  to  his  own  foul,  there  would 

bs 

mdnth.  It  m<ght  be  wrong  to  fupprefs  here  what  is  added 
by  my  obliging  and  refpecStable  informer,  who  authentica- 
ted his  intelligence  on  the  fpot.  It  was  expe£led,  he  fays, 
that  his  daughter  would  have  erected  a  monument  for  him, 
but  it  was  not  done  at  the  time  of  his  writing,  and  there  was 
not  then  any  kind  of  infcription  on  his  grave.  If,  in  the 
years  that  have  intervened  ftnce  the  receipt  of  this  informa- 
tion, any  filial  tribute  has  been  paid  to  his  memory,  or  if 
there  was  an  exprefs  prohibition  of  it,  the  writer  will  be 
forry  for  having  given  an  intimation  that  implies  undutiful 
iiegle£l. 

But  to  return  to  writings,  which  ought  not  to  be  pafTed 
over  fo  (lightly,  Mr.  Mr'hifton  fpeaks  honourably  enough  of 
Steele's  wit  and  pen.  How  could  he  have  truly  fpoken 
otherwife  ?  For  they  were  invariably,  and  unweariedly  em- 
ployed on  the  fide  of  virtue,  in  the  caufe  of  the  public, 
and  for  the  benefit  of  his  kind  ;  and  how  indeed  could  it 
be  faid,  I  fay  not  with  candour,  but  with  truth,  that  a  man 
was  dejiitute  of  true  wifdom  in  the  whole  courfe  of  his  life^  who 
fincerely  aimed  at  fuch  ends,  and  who,  not  to  fpeak  of  his 
other  writings,  for  more  than  five  years  fucceffively,  almoft 
daily  and  every  day,  wrote  or  publifhcd  fome  paper,  always 
well-intended,  and  generally  well-calculated  to  promote 
them.  They  did  promote  them  efi^t-clually  ;  and  while 
they  furthered  their  greater  and  better  purpofes,  they  ex- 
emplified, infpired,  and  eftablifhed  true  tafte  j  in  all  which 
refpedsthey  were  greatly  more  ferviceable  than  Mr.  Whif- 
ton's  own  writings,  and  would  even  be  injured  by  a  com- 
parifon  with  the  fpurious  publications  which  he,  with  the 
pertinacity  that  runs  through  his  character,  obtruded  as 
infpired,  being  much  more  profitable  for  reproof  for  correct 
tion,  and  inftru^ion  in  righteoufnefs. 

It  may  be  that  Mr.  Whifton,  when  he  roundly  aflerts  that 
Steele  ^^  was  dejiitute  of  true  wifdom  in  the  whole  condu5l 
*'  of  his  lifey^  meant  only  to  fay,  in  a  way  difi-erent  from 
the  vulgar,  that  he  wanted  providence,  and  good  ceconamy 

in 
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be  a  bafis  and  ftanding  rule  for  our  conduft^ 
and  we  Ihould  always  endeavour  rather  to  be^ 

than 

in  the  whole  of  his  management:  and  then  all  this  harfh 
phrafeology,  put  iato  plain  Englifh,  would  fignify  no 
more,  than  that  Steele,  by  incogitancy,  and  indifcreet 
cxpenfivenefs,  got  deeply  into  debt.  To  this  charge,  in 
the  main  true,  Dr.  John  Hoadly  has  furnifhed  a  fatisfaitory 
anfwer  ;  for,  on  his  vVritten  teftimony,  it  is  affirmed,  that 
Steele,  to  do  ample  juftice  to  all  his  creditors,  retired  on 
a  reduced  income,  while  he  was  ftill  in  good  health,  as 
i)as  been  mentioned  in  a  note  on  Tat.  N^  176,  ad  finem. 
On  the  prefent  fuppofition,  it  is  obvious  to  make  the  fol- 
lowing remark  on  Mr.  Whifton's  paraphraftic  and  inaccu- 
rate mode  of  expreilion.  If  it  be  granted  that  Steele  was 
defective  in  want  of  oeconomy,  and  that  want  of  oecono- 
my  is  want  of  true  wifdom,  the  fame  thing  might  likewife 
be  faid,  of  the  want  of  any  of  all  the  virtues  that  add  to  a 
man's  merit,  felicity,  or  ufefulnefs  in  life.  It  might  be  faid 
in  like  manner,  that  the  want  of  gratitude,  for  inftance,  is 
the  want  of  true  wifdom,  efpeclally,  if  there  be  good 
groutid  for  the  common  faying,  "7^  tngratum  dixensy  omnia 
'*  dixeris.'*  On  this  principle,  in  this  way  of  fpeaking, 
Mr.  Whiflon  himfelf  falls,  as  will  be  fcen,  under  his  own 
cenfure.  But  his  words,  confidered  in  connection  with  the 
feverities  that  follow  ihem,  can  hardly  admit  of  this  in- 
terpretation. 

The  pen  of  Mr.  XVhifton,  could  not  have  made  much 
addition  to  the  notoriety  or  luftreof  Steele's  philanthro- 
py, which  was  never  retrained  byjealoufy,  or  tainted  with 
envy,  and  but  feldom  foured  by  that  peftiferous  fpirit  of 
party,  which,  unhappily  for  this  country,  is  the  caufe  or 
occafion  of  many  unkindly  omiilions,  and  criminal  tranf- 
grellions  oF  humanity.  Here,  indeed,  the  Current  of  tef- 
fimonies  runs  full  and  clear  in  Steele's  favour  j  and  we 
are  informed  with  certainty,  that  he  was  the  common 
friend  of  the  friendlefs,  and  the  generous  patron  of  every 
injured  or  diftreffed  perfon,  who  hnd  no  other  helper  to  ap- 
ply to,  Averfe  as  he  was  to  Mr.  Whiflon's  religious  opi- 
nions* 
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than  appear  honourable.  Mr.  Collier,  iu 
his  *'  Kiray   on  Fordtu4e,"    has  treated  this 

fubjeft 

liions,  and  not  much  fonder,  we  may  well  fuppofe,  of  his 
aftronomical  ledtures,  fometimes  ridiculous;  Steele,  re- 
garding only  his  necellities,  befriended  him  eflentially, 
^nd  with  his  ufual  fpirit  in  all  cafes  of  diftrefs  and  indi- 
gence, diftinguifhed  himfelf  among  the  honourable  hw^ 
who  raifed  a  comfortable  fubfiftence  for  this  necelTitous 
man,  and  his  family,  Mr.  Whifton  mufl  have  fhaken 
hands  with  veracity,  if  he  had  not  taken  fome  notice  of 
this  in  the  hiilory  of  his  own  life.  Yet  his  acknowledge- 
ments are  fo  involved,  fo  vain,  fo  niggardly,  and  fo  unr 
Jiandfome,  that  he  has  left  his  reader  to  believe,  what  cer- 
tainly was  not  the  cafe,  that  Steele's  kind  oiHces,  did  not 
fo  much  originate  from  the  benevolence  of  his  nature,  as 
from  his  friendfliip  for  Addison,  whofn  he  unqueftionably 
excelled  in  generofity,  if  not  in  genius.  See  Whjston's 
*'  Memoirs,"  &c.  ut  fupray  p.  257,  adfimm. 

It  is  time  to  pafs  from  the  philanthropy  on  which  Mr. 
Whifton  is  fo  filent,  to  the  patriotifm  on  which  he  is  fo 
fevere.  I'hey  feem  to  be  precifely  the  parts  of  Steele*s 
perfonal  hiftory  that  can  beil  bear  the  moft  fcrutiny.  Sir 
Richard's  writings  are  various,  and  hjs  morals  were  not  al- 
ways uniform  ;  but  his  political  and  patriotic  character  was 
formed,'as  this  writer  verily  believes,  on  the  principles  moft 
friendly  to  the  conftitution  of  this  country,  the  genius  of 
its  inhabitants,  and  the  general  interefts  of  mankind.  The 
Annotatpr  is  open  to  convi6lion,  but,  at  prefent,  he  is  not 
clear  that  it  was  inconfiftent,  either  in  the  inftance  al- 
Juded  to  by  Mr.  Whilion,  or  indeed  in  any  notorious  in* 
ilance  whatfoever.  %o  far  as  he  can  fee,  Steele  appears 
to  have  been  juft  as  rigid  in  his  political,  as  Mr.  Whifton 
was  in  his  theological  principles,  and  to  have  a£ted  through- 
out with  as  honeft  intention,  and  fuperior  underftanding, 
Steele  began,  continued,  and  ended  his  public  life,  with 
preferring  the  ftate  of  his  mind  to  that  of  his  fortune; 
jind  among  all  the  eminent  men  with  whom  he  lived,  there 
pf  Uinly  aie  but  fiew^  if  {here  be  any,  in  whofe  chara£lers, 
'  •  patriotifm 
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fubjefl  with  great  wit  and  magnanimity. 
*'  What/'  fays    he,    can  be    more    honourabU 

"  than 

patriotlfm  appears  to  have  been  more  confpicuous,  more 
uniform,  or  more  ufeful.  It  cannot  well  be  denied,  that, 
with  ftrong  inclinations  to  mirth  and  pleafure,  and  appa- 
rently from  a  fenfe  of  duty  and  honour,  Stee?.e  did,  wrote, 
and  fufFered,  as  much  as  moft  men  in  his  time,  for  what  he 
conceived,  and  not  improperly,  to  be  the  true  interefts  of 
his  country,  infomuch,  that  there  is  more  than  fufficient 
ground  to  affirm,  as  he  does,  that  in  this  refpedl:  at  leaft,  he 
had  the  teftimony  of  a  good  confcience,  and  a  heart  pure 
from  avaricious  ambition. 

His  friend  Addison  did  not  find,  and  could  not  make 
Steele,  thhtr  fuppk  or  abje^^  as  appears  from  the  follow- 
ing paflage  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Hughes,  dated  06k.  12,1713: 
'  *'  1  am  in  a  thoufand  troubles  for /r^^r  Dick,  and  wifh  that 
*'  his  zeal  for  the  public  may  not  be  ruinous  to  himfelf  j 
*'  but  he  has  fent  me  word,  that  he  is  determined  to  go  on, 
*'  and  that  any  advice  1  can  give  him  in  this  particular, 
*'  will  have  no  weight  with  him."  Hughes's  "  Corre- 
fpondence,"  vol.  I.  pp.  80,  81,  cr.  8vo.  3  vol.  1772.  Pro- 
bably this  was  not  the  firft,  certainly  it  was  not  the  only 
inftance,  in  which  Steele  perfifted  in  what  he  believed  to 
be  right,  regardlefsof  Addison's  opinion,  or  advice.  Seve- 
ral years  after,  in  1718-19,  Steele  oppofed  Addison, 
both  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  in  a  pamphlet,  callecj 
The  Plebeian^  on  the  fubjecSl:  of  the  peerage  b'lll^  to  which 
Steele  objed^ed  on  various  other  grounds,  but  chiefly  be- 
caufe  it  tended,  as  he  conceived,  to  change  the  free  flate  of 
this  country  into  the  worlt  of  all  tyrannies,  an  ariffocracy. 
See  Johnson's  '^  Lives  of  Engliih  Poets,"  vol.11,  p.  387, 
•etfeq.  8vo.  1781. 

For  his  boncft  and  fpirited  condu6t  on  this  occafion, 
Steele  fufFered  feverely,  by  having  his  royal  licence  a? 
comptroller  of  the  theatre  unjuilly  luperfeded;  and  thus, 
in  a  way  that  does  him  honour,  fuffering  without  guilt,  he 
was  forced  into  an  oppofition  to  the  court,  under  the  dif- 
tavoui  of  which  his  friend  Mr.  Walpole  fell  at  the  fame 

time^i 
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**  than  to  have  courage  enough  to  execute  the 
"  commands   of   reafon   and   confcience ;   to 

maintain 

time,  and  for  the  fame  good  reafon.  I  am  coming,  as  faft 
as  I  can  carry  an  uninformed  reader  along  with  me,  to  Mr. 
Whifton's  reproachful  ftory.  Whilft  Steele  was  ftrug- 
gling  with  complicated  evils,  which  the  above-mentioned 
acSt  of  injuftice  and  cruelty  brought  upon  him,  he  ftill 
found  time  to  employ  his  pen  againft  the  mifchievous  South- 
Sea  fcheme,  which  reduced  the  nation  to  the  verge  of  ruin 
in  1720.  Thefe  papers,  which  Mr.  Whifton  alludes  to, 
were  not  only  publiflied  weekly,  but  twice  a-weelc,  under 
the  title  of  "  The  Iheatre-"  and,  during  the  year  that  in- 
tervened before  Steele's  reftoration  to  his  governorfliip, 
it  is  nugatory  to  mention  either  his  fpeeches,  or  his  filence, 
neither  of  which  did,  or  could,  promote  or  obftru(5l  in  the 
leaft,  the  mercenary  purpofe  which  Mr  Whifton,  in  the  fer- 
tility of  his  invention,  afcribes  to  his  benefador.  The  true 
unvarnifhed  ftate  of  the  fa(St  was  as  follows:  April  the  2d, 
1721,  Mr.  W  ALPOLE  was  appointed  treafurerand  chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  and  of  courfe,  through  his  friendfhip, 
Ste Eire's  licence  was  reftored  on  the  i8th  of  May  fol- 
lowing. 

As  to  the  hmrfay  fpeech,  which  could  only  have  been 
mere  paper  and  pack-thread  for  the  purpofe  that  Mr. 
Whifton  imagined,  he  ought  to  have  printed  it,  as  the 
juftification  of  his  ftory.  But  as  there  is  not  a  fyllable  of 
it  on  record,  or  in  remembrance,  we  have  a  right  to  fuppofe 
that  it  was  rather  praife-worthy  than  blameable.  At  any 
rate  it  muft  have  been  fpoken  in  the  courfe  of  Steele's 
honourable  and  meritorious  oppofitjon  to  the  court,  and 
"before  the  reftoration  of  his  patent.  The  ftory  itfelf  implies 
likewife,  that  the  bubble  of  the  -S.  S,  fcheme  was  then  burft, 
and  the  mifchiefs  it  produced  irretrievable;  for  we  are  told, 
that  the  S.  S.  diredlors  were  then,  under  the  great  difgrace  of 
the  nation^  and  we  muft  add  too,  that  they  were  then,  un- 
der the  a61:ual  profecution  of  the  court.  This  being  the 
real  ftate  of  things,  it  would  have  been  but  right  in  Mr. 
Whifton   to  have   informed  us,  bow  this  fpeech  for  the 

"  s.s. 
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"  maintain  the  dignity  of  our  nature,  and  the 
^^  ftation  affigned  us  ?  To  be  proof  again  ft  po- 

**  verty 

di're£lors  was  framed  to  pleaje  the  courts  and  produce  his  fan- 
ciful purpofe.  As  for  Steele's  anfwer  and  re-joinder  to 
Mr.  Whifton,  they  only  difcover  the  politenefs  of  a  gen- 
tleman, and  the  ingenuity  of  a  man  of  wit,  to  decline  de- 
bate, and  avoid  committing  himfelf  with  Mr.  Whifton, 
for  reafons  eafy  to  guefs,  and  unpleafing  to  mention.  If 
Mr.  Whifton  had  known  Steele,  the  world,  and  himfelf, 
better  than  he  feems  to  have  done,  he  would  probably  have 
feen  them  in  this  true  light. 

Mr.  Whifton*s  teftimony  is  fufficient,  however,  to  prove, 
that  Steele  fpoke  a  fpeech/d^r,  or  faid  to  be/d?r,  the  S.  S, 
directors.  This  is  equally  probable,  and  irreproachable; 
for  there  were  among  thefediredtors  very  worthy  men,  and 
fome  of  Steele's  particular  friends,  who  were  deeply  in- 
volved in  the  mifchiefs  produced  by  this  ruinous  fcheme. 
To  mention  no  other,  Z^r^  Stanhope  was  in  this  num- 
ber and  of  this  defcription,  who  about  three  months  be- 
fore the  re-inftatement  of  Steele,  by  his  vehemence  in 
fpeaking  "  for  himfelf  and  his  brethren,  brought  upon 
*'  himfelf  a  violent  pain  in  his  head,  of  which  he  died  the 
f*  day  follov/ing."  April  21,  I73i,  See  Tat,  NS  212, 
l^ote, 

Mr.  Whifton  fays,  this  lord  was  his  principal  hearer  and 
friend^  he  knew  him  wdl^  and  ejieemed  him  to  he  a  perfon  of 
uncommon  natural  probity,  Mr.  Whiston's  "  Memoirs," 
ut  fupra^  Vol.  I.  p.  259.  See  alfo  Tat.  N°  210,  N^  212, 
p.  330,  and  Notes. 

'  We  come  now  pretty  nearly  to  the  time,  when  Steele 
very  probably  fpoke  fome  fpeech  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons^ 
which  Mr.  Whifton  does  not  feem  to  have  heard,  or  un- 
derftood.  When  he  fays  in  his  random  way,  that  Steele 
fpoke  it  to  pleaje  the  court,  and  against  his  conscience, 
he  excites  a  mixture  of  contempt  and  indignation  which 
it  is  difficult  to  fupprefs.  Rafti  man,  how  could  he  be 
fure  that  he  was  fpeaking  truth  when  he  faid  f o  ?  It  was 
yi^ry  filly,  if  he  meant  thus-;©  exprefs  his  own  opinion 

only 


N°25i-       THE    TATLER.  449 


verty,   pain,  and  death  itfelf  ?  I  mean  fo  far 
as  not  to  do  any  thing  that  is  fcandalous  or 

finful 


bnly;  for  Steele's  y^mv^  ought  certainly  to  have  been 
mcafurcd,  as  all  his  actions  were,  by  his  own  opinion,  and 
not  by  that  of  another.  Steele,  it  is  very  certain, 
had  ihat  gOod  nature,  which  produced  a  difdain  of  all 
bafenefs,  vice,  and  folly,  and  prompted  him  to  cxprefs 
himfelf  with  fmartnefs  againft  the  errors  of  men,  without 
bitternefs  towards  their  perfons.  In  the  name  of  wonder, 
what  inconfiflency  was  there  in  Steele's  writing  againft 
the  S.  S.  fcheme  when  it  was  doing  mifchief,  and  his  recom- 
niending  lenity  to  the  dire6lors,  when  that  mifchief  was 
done?  Is  there  any  incongruity  in  exprefUng  abhorrence  at 
a  crime,  and  exercifing  humanity  to  a  criminal  ? 

See  Pref.  to  "  The  Englifliman,"  vol.  11.  p.  iii. 
''  — granting  he  had  declared  for  mercy,  it  might  poffibly 
"  be,  that  his  heart  failed  againft  fubmiiiive  criminals, 
"  though  he  has  appeared  determinate  againft  triumphant 
"  wickednefs,  &c.  He  has  done  all  he  could  to  make 
*'  theni  live  in  infamy,  and  after  that  he  cares  not  how 
«'  long  they  live,"&c.     See  alfo  "  Towntalk,"  N°  IX. 

N.  B.  Steele- was  reproached. Avith  inconfiftency  for 
recommending  lenity  in  the  treatrnent  of  the  rebels,  after 
the  rebellion  was  fuppreiled.     Vide plura  utfupra. 

There  feems  to  have  been  always  an  abundance  of  gall  in 
Mr.  Whili^on's  ink  ;  and  if  it  was  ftill  blacker  than  ufual, 
ivhen  he  wrote  this  account  of  Steele,  he  informs  us  how- 
it  happened,  by  mentioning  what  follows,  which  likewife 
requires  fome  explanation  ;  "  Sir  Richard  Steele  has 
*'  given  a  character  of  me,  in  his  addrefs  to  the  Pope,  too 
"  ludicrous  to  appear  in  this  place.'*     Ut  fupra. 

Steele,  in  17  14,  publiftied  a  book  entitled  "  The  Ro- 
milh  bcclefiaftical  Hiftory  of  late  years,"  to  which  Bifhop 
Hoadly  prefixed  a  fine  piece  of  grave  irony,  called  "  An 
*'  Addrefs  to  Clement  XI."  who  was  then  fope.  Into 
this  humorous  paper  Hoadley  has  introduced,  with  fome 
ludicrous  circumftances,  the  following  not  unfavourable 
jior  unfriendly  charader  of  Mr.  Whifton, 

Vo-L.  IV.  G  g  "  The 
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**  fmful  to    avoid  them  ?     To   fland   adverfi- 
"  ty  under  all  fliapes  with  decency  and  refa- 

*'  lutionf 


^*  The  cafe  of  one  learned  and  otherwife  good  man,  wn'o^ 
*'  has  thought  it  his  duty  (as  he  himftlf  fays)  to  ftep  ailde 
**  out  of -the  common  path,  is  very  remarkable,  and  will 
*'  give  your  Holinefs  iome  notion  how  we  ftand  affected. 
"  Not  to  mention  his  good  life  (which  is  looked  upon  as  a 
*'  trifle^  common  to  all  modern  heretics),  though  his  reli- 
*'  gion  is  mixed  up  with  a  good  deal  oi  Kalendar  and  Kw 
**  hrka I  piety  I  though  he  hath  ftated  fafts  and  feafts,  which? 
**  he  obferves  with  the  greateft  devotion  ;  though  he  is 
*'  zealous  for  building  of  churches  in  theapoftolical  form  of 
"  a  fliip,  with  all  accommodations  for  order  and  decency  ; 
*'  though  he  is  for  the  ufe  of  oyly  and  the  trine  immerfion  in 
*'  Baptifm^  and  for  water  mixed  with  wine  in  the  other  facra- 
f'  me'nt',  though  he  is  very  warm  for  believing  in  Chriit 
"  towards  the  eaji,  and  renouncing  the  devil  towards  the 
^'  wcji 'y  though  he  hath  laid  them  a  foundation  for  inde^ 
^^  pendent  church  power  in  the  decrees  of  the  Jpo/Ues  them- 
*'  felves;  nay,  though  he  joins  with  them  in  beating  down 
'^  human  rtafan  when  it  would  pretend  to  judge  in  matters 
*'  of  religion  ;  and  refigns  to  them  all  the  preferments  iiv 
*«  the  land,  from  Dover^  to  Berwick  upon  Tweed \  yet  all 
•'  will  not  do:  he  holds  the  ^on  to  be  inferior  to  the  Father 
*'  and  createdhy  Him,  though  a  being  of  moft  glorious  per- 
"  fediions:  and  upon  this  account  he  muft  not  enjoy  even- 
*' the  poverty  which  he  bath  chofe,  in  quiet.'*  Steele's 
Rom.  Eccl.  Hift.  i2mo.  1716.  2d  i'dit.  p.  xii,  andxiii. 

Mr.  Whifton,  it  feems,  did  not  underftand  raillery,  and, 
believing  that  Steele  drew  this  ludicrous  charader,  wbiclr 
certainly  was  drawn  by  another  hnnd;  under  the  influ- 
ence of  refentment,  he  wrote  of  Sir  Richard  with  the  afpe- 
rity  beforementioned,  and  was  carried  by  the  impetuofity 
of  his  temper,  as  the  Annotator  believes,  beyond  truth  and 
decency,  certainly  beyond  all  regard  to  gratitudey  which  was 
not  a  very  confpicuous  trait  in  his  characSter. 
,  In  this  firfl  rude  attempt  to  illuftrate  thefe  Lucubra- 
tions with  hiftoricaJ,  biographical  and  critical  notes,  the 

Annotator 
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''  lution?  To  do  this,  is  to  be  great  above  ti- 
'  tie  and  fortune.     This  argues  the  foul  of  an 
'  heavenly  extraction,   and  is  worthy  the  ofF- 
**  fpring  of  the  Deity/' 

What  a  generous  ambition  has  this  man 
pointed  to  us  ?  When  men  have  fettled  in 
themfelves  a  conviction,  by  fuch  noble  pre- 
cepts, that  there  is  nothing  honourable  which 
is  not  accompanied  with  innocence;  nothing 
mean  but  what  has  guilt  in  it :  I  fay,  when 
they  have  attained  thus  much,  though  pover- 
ty, paiuj  and  death  may  fiill  retain,  their  ter- 
rors ;  yet  riches,  pleafures,  and  Honours,  will 
eafily  lofe  their  charms,  if  they  ftand  betvi^een 
lis  and  our  integrity. 

What  is  here  faid  with  allufion  tofortune  and 
fame,  may  as  juftly  be  applied  to  wit  and 
beauty  ;  for  thefe  latter  are  as  adventitious  as 
the  other,  and  as  little  concern  the  elFence  of 
the  foul.  They  are  all  laudable  in  the  man 
who  poffefics  them,  only  for  the  juft  applica- 

Annotator  thought  it  Incumbent,  upon  him  to  rcdlify,  as 
they  fell  under  his  obftrvation,  all  mis-reprefentations  of 
the  real  character  of  Isaac  Bickerstaff,  efq.  v/hich  he 
will  conclude  for  the  prefent,  with  a  quotation  memoriter 
from  a  book  that  nobody  ever  read,  without  remembering 
fpme  parts  of  it  with  pleafure,  even  at  this  diftance  of 
time  from  its  fiift  publication. 

"  As  I  paid  my  tribute  of  afFe6^ion  at  his  grave,  I  plucked 
**  up  fome  flinging- nettles  that  had  no  bufinel's  to  grow 
"  there*  Tread  foftly  on  his  aflies,  men  of  genius,  for  he 
"  v/as  your  kinfman  ;  he  kind  to  his  memory,  children  of 
•^  benevolence,  for  he  was  your  brother." 

G  g  2  'J  tion 
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tion  of  them.  A  bright  imagination,  while  it 
is  fubfervient  to  an  honed  and  noble  foul,  is  a 
faculty  which  makes  a  man  juftly  admired  by 
mankind,  and  furnifhes  him  with  reflexions 
upon  his  own  aftions,  which  add  delicates  to 
the  feaft  of  a  good  confcience :  but  when  wit 
defcends  to  wait  upon  fenfual  pleafures,  or 
promote  the  bale  purpofes  of  Ambition,  it  is 
then  to  be  contemned  in  proportion  to  its  ex- 
cellence. If  a  man  will  not  refolve  to  place 
the  foundation  of  his  happinefs  in  his  own 
mind,  life  is  a  bewildered  and  unhappy  ftate, 
incapable  of  reft  or  tranquillity.  For  ta  fuch 
a  one,  the  general  applaufe  of  valour,  wit,  nay 
of  honefty  itfelf,  can  give  him  but  a  very  fee- 
ble comfort;  fince  it  is  capable  of  being  in- 
terrupted by  any  one  who  wants  either  under- 
ftanding  or  good-nature  to  fee  or  acknowledge 
fuch  excellencies.  This  rule  is  fo  neceflary, 
that  one  may  very  fafely  fay,  it  is  impoffible  to 
know  any  true  relifh  of  our  being  without  it. 
Look  about  you  in  common  life  among  the  or- 
dinary race  of  mankind,  and  you  will  find  me- 
rit in  every  kind  is  allowed  only  to  thofe  who 
are  in  particular  diftrifts  or  fets  of  company  : 
but,  fmce  men  can  have  little  pleafure  in  thefe 
faculties  which  denominate  them  perfons  of 
diftin<5tion,  let  them  give  up  fuch  an  empty 
purfuit,  and  think  nothing  effential  to  happi- 
nefs but  what  is  in  their  own  power ;  the  ca- 
pacity of  reflefting  with  pleafure  on  their  own 
aftions,  however  they  are  interpreted. 

It 


Wis  I.        THE    TATLER,  453 

It  is  fo  evident  a  truth,  that  it  is  only  in  our 
own  bofoms  we  are  to  fearch  for  any  thing  to 
make  us  happy,  that  it  is,  methinks,  a  difgrace 
to  oar  nature  to  talk  of  taking  our  meafures 
from  thence  only,  as  a  matter  of  fortitude. 
When  all  is  well  there,  the  viciflitudes  and  dif- 
tindtions  of  life  are  the  mere  fcenes  of  a  drama ; 
and  he  will  never  aft  his  part  well,  who  has  his 
thoughts  more  fixed  upon  the  applaufe  of  the 
audience,  than  the  defign  of  his  part. 

The  life  of  a  man  \yho  a^ls  with  a  fteady  in- 
tegrity, without  yaluing  the  interpretation  of 
his  aftions,  has  but  one  uniform  regular  path 
to  move  in,  where  he  cannot  meet  oppofition, 
or  fear  ambufcade.  On  the  other  fide,  the  leaft 
deviation  from  the  rules  of  honour  introduces  a 
train  of  numberlefs  evils,  and  involves  him  in 
inexplicable  mazes.  He  that  has  entered  into 
guilt  ha3  bid  adieu  to  reft;  and  every  criminal 
has  his  (liare  of  the  mifery  exprefled  fo  empha- 
tically in  the  tragedian, 

M^^'BETH  (hall  fleep  no  more  ! 
It  was  with  detpftation  of  any  other  grandeur 
but  the  calm  command  of  his  own  paffions,  that 
the  excellent  Mr.  CpwLEY  cries  out  with  fp 
puch  juftice  : 

If  e'er  Ambition  did  my  fancy  cheat, 
With  any  thought  fo  mean  as  to  be  great. 
Continue,  Heaven,  ftill  ^om  me  to  remove 
The  humble  blelTjngs  pti.^at  lifc  Move  1 

#1, 
***  J"ft  publifiijgd^  the  fecondfpdjtion  of  "  The  Stat^. 
ff  of  the  Cafe  between  the  Lord  Cbamiperlain  of  his  Ma- 
■    •    Gg  3  ^  'C      '  "jeft/s 
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N**  252.  Saturday,  November  i8,  17J0. 
STEELE*. 


Narratur  et  pri/ci  Catonis 

Sapemero  caluijfe  virtui.  Hor.  3  Od.  xxi.  ij. 

*  Of  old 

•  Cato's  virtue,  we  are  told, 

•  Often  with  a  bumper  glow'd, 

•  And  with  focial  raptures  flow'd.'  Francis. 

From  my  own  Apartment,  November  17. 

THE  following  letter,  and  feveral  others  to 
the  fame  purpofe,  accufe  me  of  a  rigour 
of  which  I  am  far  from  being  guilty,  to  wit, 
the  difaliowing  the  cheaiful  ufe  of  wine. 

^  *'  From 


*'  jefly*s  HoufhoJd,  and  the  Governor  of  the  Royal  Com- 
*•  pany  of  Comedians.  With  the  Patent,  and  the  Opini- 
*'  ons  of  Pemberton,  Nortbey,  and  Parker,  concerning  the 
«'  Theatre."  By  Sir  Pochard  Steele.  To  be  had  a^t  the 
fame  places  with  this  Paper,  price  6d.  See  "  The 
THEATRE,"  N°  28,  from  bat.  Apr.  2,  to  Tuef.  Apr,  5, 
J720. • 

*  This  Paper  is  the  fequel  of  N^  241  ;  but  whether  it 
was  written  by  Steele  or  by  Addison,  pr  more  probably, 
as  many  of  thefe  Papers  were,  by  both  conjun(5lly,  is  left 
entirely  to  the  judgement  and  determination  of  the  reader. 

The  Paper  might  perhaps,  have  been  written  by  a  hon 
vivanty  and  a  common  friend  to  both  the  gentlemen  above- 

mentioned^ 
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From  my  Country  houfe,  Odober  25; 

*^  Mr.  BlCKERSTAFF, 

"  Your  difcourfe  againft  drinking,  in  Tuef- 
**  day's  Tatler,  1  like  well  enough  in  the 
**  main;  but,  in  my  humble  opinion,  you  are 
**  become  too  rigid,  where  you  fay  to  this  ef- 
^*  fed:  Wer^  thre  only  this  fingle  conjideration^ 
**  that  ^e  ,are  the  lejs  majiers  of  ourf elves  if  we 
*^  drink  the  le-afl  proportion  beyond  the  exigeiice  of 
'*  thirjt.  I  hope  no  one  drinks  wine  to  allay 
*^  this  appetite.  This  feems  to  be^dcfigned  for 
*'  a  loftier  indulgence  of  nature;  for  Jt  were 
**  hard  to  fuppole  that  the  -Author  of  Nature, 
**  who  impofed  upon  her,  her  neceffities  .aild 
*'  pains,  does  not  allow  her,  her  proper  plea- 
**  fures ;  and  we  may  reckon  among  the  latter 
**  the  moderate  ufe  of  the  grape.  Though  I 
"  am  as  much  againil  excels,  or  whatever  ap- 
*'  proaches  it,  as  yourfelf ;  yet  I  conceive  one 
**  may  fafely  go  farther  than  the  bounds  you 
*'  there  prefcribe,  not  only  without  forteiting 
the  title  of  being  one's  own  mafter,  but  alfo 
to  pofiefs  it' in  a  much  greater  degree  If  a 
maiVs  expreffing  himfelf  upon  any  fubjedt 


;«< 


i( 


mentioned,  Charles  Da rtiquenave,  efq.  or  as  Swift 
inif-rpells  his  name,  Dartineuf,  and  PartiN£.uve, 
pay-mafter  of  the  works,  who,  though  his  Papers  cannot 
at  prefent  be  afcertained,  was  undoubtedly  a  writer  ifi  the 

Tatler. 

Q  g  4  !'  with 
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"  with  more  life  and  vivacity,  more  variety  of 
*' ideas,  more  copioufly,  more  fluently,  and 
"  more  to  the  purpofe,  argues  it;  he  thinks 
*'  clearer,  fpeaks  more  ready,  and  with  greater 
*'  choice  of  comprehenfive  and  fignificant 
**  terms.  I  have  the  good  fortune  now  to  be 
*'  intimate  with  a  gentleman  *  remarkable  for 
*'  this  temper,  who  has  an  inexhauftible  fource 
*'  of  v/it  to  entertain  the  curious,  the  grave, 
•^  the  humorous,  and  tht  frolic.  He  can  tranf- 
**  form  himfelf  into  different  fhapes,  and  adapt 
"  himfelf  to  every  company ;  yet  in  a  coffee- 
**  houfe,  or  in  the  ordinary  courfe  of  affairs,  he 
*'  appears  rather  dull  than  fprightly.  You  can 
**  feldom  get  him  to  the  tavern;  but  when 
^'  once  he  is  arrived  to  his  pint,  and  begins  to 
**  look  about  and  like  his  company,  you  ad- 
*'  mire  a  thoqfand  things  in  him,  which  before 
^*  lay  buried.  Then  you  difcover  the  bright- 
*'  nefs  of  his  mind,  and  the  ftrength  of  his 
*' judgement,'  accompanied  with  the  moft 
**  graceful  mirth.  In  a  word,  by  this  enliven- 
*'  ing  aid,  he  is  whatever  is  polite,  inftruclive, 
'*  and  diverting.  What  makes  him  ftill  more 
*'  agreeable  is,  that  he  tells  a  (tory,  ferious  or 
**  comical,  with  as  much  delicacy  of  humour 
"  as  Cervantes  himfelf.  And  for  all  this,  at 
**  other  times,  even  after  a  long  knowledge  of 
t'  him,  you  fhall  fcarce  difcern  in  this  incom- 

*  Mr.  Addison, 
(  **  parable 
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<'  parable  perron  a  whit  more,  than  what 
*«  might  be  expeded  from  one  of  a  commoa 
"  capacity.  Dpubtlefs,  there  are  men  of  great 
^'  parts  that  are  guilty  of  downright  bafhful- 
**  nefs,  that,  by  a  ftrange  hefitation  and  reluc- 
V'  tance  to  fpeak,  rnurder  the  fineft  and  moft 
"  elegant  thoughts,  and  render  tlie  ii^oft  lively 
*^  conceptions  flat  and  heavy. 

*'  In  this  cafe,  a  certain  quantity  of  my 
"  white  or  red  cordial,  which  you  will,  is  an 
*'  eafy,  but  an  infaUible  remedy.  It  awakens 
^'  the  judgement,  quickens  the  memory,  ripens 
5'  the  underftanciing,  difperfes  melancholy, 
*'  chears  the  heart  5  in  a  word,  reftores  the 
*'  whole  man  to  himfelf  and  his  friends, 
*' without  the  leaft  pain  or  indifpofition  to 
**  the  patient.  To  be  taken  only  in  the 
"  evening,  in  a  reafonable  quantity,  before 
*'  going  to-bed.  Note  ;  My  bottles  are  fealed 
*'  with  three  fiower-de.-luces  and  a  bunch  of 
*'  grapes.  Beware  of  counterfeits.  I  am 
^*  your  moft  humble  fervant,  &c.*' 

Whatever  has  been  faid  againft  the  ufe  of 
wine,  upon  the  fuppofition  tliat  it  enfeebles  the 
mind,  and  renders  it  unfit  for  the  duties  of  life, 
bears  forcibly  to  the  advantage  of  that  delicious 
juice,  in  cafes  where  it  only  heightens  converfa- 
tion,and  brings  to  light  agreeable  talents,  which 
otherwife  would  ha.ve  lain  concealed  under  the 
oppreffion  of  an  unjuft  modefty.  I  muft  ac- 
knowledge I  have  feen  many  of  the  temper  men- 
tioned by  this  correfpondent,  and  own  wine  may 
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very  allowably  be  ufed,  In  a  degree  above  the 
jfupply  of  mere  neceffity,  by  fuch  as  labour 
under  melancholy,  or  are  tongue-tied  by 
modefty.  It  is  certainly  a  very  agreeable 
change,  when  we  fee  a  glafs  raife  a  lifelefs 
converfation  into  all  the  pkafures  of  wit  and 
good-humour.  But  when  Caska  adds  to 
his  natural  impudence  the  flutter  of  a  bottle, 
that  which  fools  called  fire  >vhen  he  was  fo- 
ber,  all  men  abhor  as  outrage  when  he  is  drunk. 
Thus  he,  that  in  the  morning  was  only  fancy, 
is  in  the  evening  tumultuous.  It  makes  one 
fick  to  hear  one  of  thefe  fellows  fay,  *'  they 
**  love  a  friend  and  a  bottle."  Noify  mirth  haj^ 
fomething  too  ruftic  in  it  to  be  confidered  with- 
out terror  by  men  of  politenefs:  but  while  the 
difcourfe  improves  in  a  well-chofen  company^ 
from  the  addition  of  fpirits  which  flow  frorn 
moderate  cups,  it  muft  be  acknowledged,  that 
leifure  time  cannot  be  more  agreeably,  or  per- 
haps more  ufefully  employed,  than  at  fuch 
meetings.  There  is  a  certain  prudence  in  this, 
and  all  other  circumftances,  which  makes  right 
or  wrong  in  the  condud:  of  ordinary  life.  Sir 
Jeoffrey  Wildacre  has  nothing  fo  much 
at  heart,  as  that  his  fon  {hould  know  the  world 
betimes.  For  this  end  he  introduces  him  among 
the  fots  of  his  own  age,  where  the  boy  learns  to 
•  laugh  at  his  father  from  the  familiarity  with 
which  he  fees  him  treated  by  his  equals.  This 
the  old  fellow  calls  '*  living  well  with  his  heir, 
**  and  teaching  him  to  be  too  much  his  friend 

"  \9 
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."  to  be  impatient  for  his  eftate."  Buf,  for 
the  more  exafl:  regulation  of  fociety  in  tbi$ 
and  other  matters,  i  (liail  publifli  tables  of  the 
charafters  and  relations  among  men,  and  by 
them  inftruft  the  town  in  making  fets  and 
companies  for  a  bottle.  This  humour. of  Sir 
Jeoffrey  fhall  be  taken  notice  of  in  the  firfl: 
place;  for  there  is,  methinks,  a  fort  of  inceft 
jn  drunkennefs,  and  fons  are  not  to  behold 
jfathers  ftripped  of  all  reverence. 

It  is  {hocking  in  nature  for  the  young  to  fee 
ihok,  whom  they  fhould  have  an  awe  for,  in 
circumftances  of  contempt.  I  (hall  therefore 
utterly  forbid,  that  thofe  whom  nature  (hould 
admonilh  to  avoid  too  grofs  familiarities,  fhall 
be  received  into  parties  of  plfcafure  where  there 
is  the  leaft  danger  of  excefs.  1  fhould  run  thro* 
^he  whole  doctrine  of  drinking,  but  that  my 
|:houghts  are  at  prefent  too  much  employed  in 
the  modelling  my  *'  Court  of  Honour/'  and 
altering  the  feats,  benches,  bar,  and  canopy, 
from  that  of  the  Court  whei^n  1  laft  winter, 
fat  upon  caufes  of  leG  moment.  By  the  way,  I 
Ihall  take  an  opportunity  to  examme,  vvhat 
method  is  to  be  taken  to  make  joiners  and 
other  artificers  get  out  ot  a  houle  they  have 
once  entered;  not  forgetting  to  tie  them  un- 
der proper  regulations,  it  is  for  want  of 
ifuch  rules  that  I  have,  a  day  or  two.  longer 
than  r  expefled,  been  toimented  and  neaf- 
ened  v^'ith  hammers ;  infomuch,  thar  -■  neither 
can  purine   this   dilcourfe,    nor    anfwer   the 

'"'   ^  '    '  '       "      '  -  following 
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following,  and  many  other  letters  pf  the  high- 
eft  iaiportance. 

"  Mr.  BiCKERSTAFF, 

*5  We  are  man  and  wife,  and  have  a  boy  and 
*'  a  girl;  the  lad  feventeen,  the  maiden  fix- 
**  teen.  We  are  quarrelling  about  fome  parts 
*'  of  their  education.  I  Ralph  cannot  bear 
**  that  1  niuft  pay  for  the  girFs  learning  on  the 
•*  fpinnet,  when  J  know  flie  has  no  ear.  I 
*'  Bridget  have  not  patience  to  have  my 
*'  fon  whipped  becaufe  he  cannot  make  verfes, 
•*  when  I  know  he  is  a  blockhead.  Pray,  Sir, 
*'  inform  us,  is  it  abfolutely  neceflary  that  all 
**  who  wear  breeches  muft  be  taught  to  rhyme; 
**  all  in  petticoats  to  touch  an  inftrument? 
*^  Pleafe  to  interpofe  in  this  and  the  like 
•*  cafes,  to  end  much  folid  diftrefs  which 
"  arifes  from  trifling  caufes,  as  it  is  common 
•'  in  wedlock,  and  you  will  very  much  oblige 
f*  us  and  ours,  ^      ^ 

"  Ralph,      7 

-  Bridget,  J  Yokefellow. 

♦**  The  third  volume  of  the  Lucubrations  of  Ifaaq 
BickerftafF,  efq.  on  a  large  letter,  in  o6i;avo,  being  almofl 
finifhed;  fuch  as  pleafe  to  fubfcribe  for  it  on  a  royal  paper, 
to  keep  up  their  fets,  are  defired  to  fend  their  names  to 
Charles  Lilly,  perfumer,  at  the  corner  of  Beauford-Build- 
ings  in  the  btrand,  or  John  Morphew,  near  Stationers'- 
Hall.  Where  the  iirft  and  fecond  volumes  are  to  be  delivered. 
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N"*  253.     Tuefday,  November  ^i,  1710. 
ADDISON    AND    STEELE* 


—  P  let  ate  gravsm  ac  mentis  ft  fo^te  v'lrum  quern 
Confpexerejftlent^  arre5fi/que  auribus  a  ft  ant, 

ViRG.  ^n,  i.  t^^. 

*  Ifthen  fome  grave  and  pious  man  appear, 

*  They  hufh  their  noife,  and  lend  aliftening  ear.' 

Dryden, 

From  nny  own  Apartment,  November  2o# 
£xtra6i  of  the  Journal  of  the  Court  of  Honour,  17  lo, 

Dta  Lun^,  vicefimo  Noi/emhrts^  hord  mm  antemeridlana, 

THE  court  being y^/,  an  oath  prepared  by 
the  CENSOR  was  adminiftered  to  the  aflift- 
ants  on  his  right-hand,  who  were  all  fworn 
upon  their  Honour.  The  women  on  his  left- 
hand  took  the  fame  oath  upon  their  Reputa^ 
tion.  Twelve  gentlemen  of  the  horfc-guards 
were  impanelled,  having  unanimoufly  chofea 

*  This  Paper  is  marked  as  the  joint-pro<Ju6lion  of  Ad- 
dison and  Steele  in  the  tranfcript  from  the  MS.  notes  of 
C.  Byron,  efq.  mentioned  in  1  at.  N**  74,  note  p. /^\^^ 
vol.  11.;  and  was  probably  in  Steele's  ///?,  as  it  is  re- 
printed, with  an  aclcnowledgement  of  Steele's  afliftance, 
by  Mr.  Tickellj  in  Addison's  '*  Works" 410,  vol.11,  p.  34a. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Alexander  Truncheon,  who  is  their 
right-hand-man  in  the  troop,  for  their  Fore- 
man in  the  jury.  Mr.  Froncheon  immedi- 
ately drew  his  fvvord,  and  holding  it  v^^ith  the 
point  towards  his  own  body,  prefented  it  to 
the  CENSOR.  Mr.  Bickerstaff  received  it  i 
and,  after  having  furveyed  the  breadth  of  the 
blade,  and  fharpnefs  of  the  point,  v/ith  more 
than  ordinary  attention,  returned  it  to  the 
Foreman  in  a  very  graceful  manner.  The  reft 
of  the  jury,  upon  the  delivery  of  the  fword  to 
their  Foreman,  drew  all  of  them  together  as 
one  man,  and  faluted  the  bench  with  fuch  an 
air,  as  fignified  the  moft  refigned  fubmiffion  to 
thofe  who  commanded  them,  and  the  greateft 
magnanimity  to  execute  what  they  fllould 
command. 

Mr.  Bickerstaff,  after  having  received  the 
compliments  on  his  right-hand,  caft  his  eye 
Vpon  the  left,  where  the  whole  female  jury 
paid  their  refpefts  by  a  low  courtefy,  and  by 
laying  their  hands  upon  their  mouths.  Their 
Forewoman  was  a  profeiTed  Platonift  *,  that 
had  fpent  much  of  her  time  in  exhorting  the 
fexto  kt  ajuftvalue  upon  their  perfom,  and 
to  make  the  men  know  themfelves. 

♦  Another  allufion  to  Mrs.  Alary  AstelL,  and  to  he^ 
book,  intituled,  "  A  ferious  Propofal  to  the  Ladies,"  &c. 
See  Tat.  N?  32,  N^  166,  and  rioters.  This  very  worthy 
lady,  if  it  had  been  only  for  what  is  faid  of  her  here,  defer- 
ved  rather  commendation  than  cenfure.  Somebody  fays 
with  quaintnefs,  but  propriety,  "  it  is  eafier  tQ  accufe  on0 
**  fex,  than  to  excufe  the  other." 

There 
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There  followed  a  profound  filcnce,  when  at 
length,  after  fome  r*ecolIection,  the  censor,  v^ho 
continued  hitherto  uncovered,  put  on  his  hat 
with  great  dignity ;  and,  after  having  coiTjpofcd 
the  brims  of  it  in  a  manner  fuitable  to  the  gra- 
vity of  his  character,  he  gave  the  foliowing 
charge  ;  which  was^  received  with  fiience  and 
attention,  that  being  the  only  applaufe  which 
he  admits  of,  or  is  ever  given  in   his  prefence. 

"  The  nature  of  my  office,  and  the  fbkmnity 
*'  of  this  occafion,  requiring  that  1  (liould  open 
**  my  firft  fefTion  with  a  fpeech,!  fnali  caftwhat 
*'  I  have  to  fay  under  two  principal  heads. 

"  Under  the  firfl-,  I  fhali  endeavour  to  (hew 
*'  the  neceffityand  ufefulnefs  of  this  new  ere^fled 
**  Court }  and,  under  the  fccond,  I  fliall  give  a 
*'  word  of  advice  and  inltrufiion  to  every  con- 
**  ftituent  part  of  it. 

"  As  for  the  firft,  it  is  well  obferved  by 
"  Ph^drus,  an  heathen  poet  5 

iVi/?  utile  cJiquodfacimu5\friiftra  efl  gkria\ 

**  Which  is  the  fame,  ladies,  as  if  I  ftiould  fay^ 
**  it  would  be  of  no  reputation  for  me  to  be 
"  Prefident  of  a  court  which  is  of  no  benefit 
"  to  the  public.  Novv^  the  advantages  that  may 
*'  arife  to  the  weal  public  from  this  inflitutioii 
'^  Vi^ill  more  plainly  appear,  if  we  eonfidcr  what 
*'  it  fuffers  for  the  want  of  it.  Are  not  our 
•*  ftreets  daily  filled  with  wild  pieces  of  juftice, 
**  and  random  penalties  ?  Are  not  crimes  unde- 
*J  termined,  and  reparations  difproportioned  ? 

*'  How 
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**  How  often  have  we  feen  the  lie  pimifhed  by 
«'  death,  and  the  Har  himfelf  deciding  his  own 
«' caufe  !  nay,  not  only  a6ling  the  judge,  but 
•'  the  executioner  !  Have  we  not  known  a  box 
"  on  the  ear  more  feverely  accounted  for  thari 
•'  manflaughter?  In thefe extra-judicial  proceed- 
"  ings  of  mankind,  an  unmannerly  jeft  is  fre- 
*'  quently  as  capital  as  a  premeditated  murder. 
"  But  the  moft  pernicious  circumftance  in  this 
**  cafe  is,  that  the  man  who  fuffers  the  injury 
**  muft  put  himfelf  upon  the  fame  foot  of  dan- 
**  ger  with  him  that  gave  it,  before  he  can  have 
"  his  juft  revenge  ;  fo  that  the  puniihment  is 
"  altogether  accidental,  and  may  fall  as  well 
y  upon  the  innocent  as  the  guilty. 

**  I  (hall  only  mention  a  cafe  which  happens 
•^  frequently  among  the  more  polite  nations  of 
*'  the  world,  and  which  I  the  rather  mention, 
"  becaufe  both  fexes  are  concerned  in  it,  and 
"  which  therefore  you  Gentlemen,  and  you  La- 
«*  dies  of  the  jury,  will  the  rather  take  notice 
"of;  I  mean,  that  great  and  known  cafe  of 
■^^  CuckcUom.  Suppofing  the  perfon  who  has 
**  fuffered  infults  in  his  dearer  and  better  half; 
*'  fuppofing,  I  fay,  this  perfon  fliould  refent  the 
*«  injuries  done  to  his  tender  wife  ;  what  is  the 
"  reparation  he  may  expect  ?  Why,  to  be  ufed 
*'  worfe  than  his  poor  lady,  run  through  the 
**  body,  and  left  breathlefs  upon  the  Bed  of  Ho- 
**  nour.  What  then,  will  you  on  my  right-hand 
"  fay,  muft  the  man  do  that  is  affronted  ?  Muft 
*-'  our  fides  be  elbowed,  our  Ihins  broken  ?  Muft 

the 


K^253.        THE    TAtLER.         465 

•*  the  wall,  or  perhaps  our  miftrefs,  be  taken 
•^^  from  us  ?  Mav  a  man  knit  his  forehead  into 
*'  a  frown,  tofs  up  his  arm,  or  pifh  at  what  we 
^*  fay,  and  muft  the  villain  live  after  it  ?  Is 
**  there  no  redrefs  for  injured  honour  ?  Yes, 
I  "  gentlemen,  that  is  the  defign  of  the  judi- 
jf  **  CATURE  we  have  here  eftablifhed. 
'  '  -  *'  A  Court  of  Cmijcie?ice,  vve  very  well  know, 
*'  was  firft  inftituted  for  the  determining  of  le 
*'  veral  points  of  property,  that  were  too  little 
''  and  trivial  for  the  cognizance  of  higher 
''  Courts  of  Jaftice.  In  the  fame  manner,  our 
**  Court  of  HONOUR  is  appointed  for  the  exami- 
•*  nation  ot  feveral  niceties  and  punftilios,  that 
"  do  not  pafs  for  wrongs  in  theeye  of  our  com- 
*'  mon  laws.  But  notwithftanding  no  legifla- 
"  tors  of  any  nation  have  taken  into  confi- 
"  deration  thefe  little  circumltances,  they  are 
**  fuch  as  often  lead  to  crimes  big  enough  for 
*'  their  infpeftion,  though  they  come  before 
**  them  too  late  for  their  redrefs. 

*'  Befides,  I  appeal  to  you,  ladies,  [here  Mr. 
•^  BiCKERstAFF  tumed  to  his  left  hand)  if  thefe 
•*  are  not  the  little  flings  and  thorns  in  life*, 
'  **  that  make  it  more  uneafy  than  its  moft  fub- 
*'  ftantial  evils  ?  Confefs  ingenuouHy,  did  you 
*'  never  lofe  a  morning's  devotions  becaufe  you 
*'  could  not  offer  them  up  from  the  higheil 
*'  place  of  the  pew  ?     Have  you  not  been  in 

*  See  Dr.  Johnson's  "  Lives   of  Englifli  Poets,"  &c. 
Svo,    1781.  vol.  il.  p.  362,  ad fincrn. 
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*'-  pain,  even  at  a  ball,  becaufe  another  has 
**  been  taken  oat  to  dance  before  you?  Do 
*'  you  love  any  of  your  friends  fo  much  as 
*'  thofe  that  are  below  you  ?  Or,  have  you  any 
**  favourites  that  walk  on  your  right-hand  ? 
''  You  have  anfwered  Kie  in  your  looks  3  I  afk 
*'  no  more. 

'*  I  come  now  to  the  fecond  part  of  my  Dif- 
«'  courfe,  which  obliges  me  to  addrefs  myfelf  in 
''  particular  to  the  refpeflive  members  of  the 
*'  Court,  in  which  I  fhall  be  very  brief. 

*'  As  for  you  gentlemen. and  ladies,  my  Af- 
**  fiftants  andGrand  JURIES,  I  have  madechoice 
**  of  you  on  my  right-hand,  becaufe  I  know 
**  you  very  jealous  of  your  honour;  and  you 
''  on  my  left,  becaufe  1  know  you  very  much 
*<  concerned  for  the  reputation  of  others;  for 
*'  which  reafon  1  expedt  great  exaflnefs  and 
"  impartiality  in  your  verdi6ts  and  judge- 
<'  ments. 

*'  I  muft,  in  the  next  place,  addrefs  myfelf 
"  to  you,  Gentlemen  of  the  Council:  you  all 
"  know  that  I  have  not  chofen  you  for  your 
^*  knowledge  in  the  litigious  parts  of  the  law  ^ 
*'  but  becaufe  you  have  all  of  you  formerly 
*'  fought  duels,  of  which  1  have  reafon  to 
*'  think  you  have  repented,  as  being  now  fet- 
**  tied  in  the  peaceable  ftate  of  Benchers.  My 
**  advice  to  you  is,  only  that  in  your  pleadings 
«'  you  will  be  fliort  and  expreflive.  i  o  which 
*'  end,  you  are  to  banifhout  of  your  difcourfes 
»*  all  fynonymous  terms,  and  unnecefTary  mul- 

**  tiplication 
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''  tipIiGation  of  verbs  and  nouns.  I  do  more- 
*'  over  forbid  you  the  ufe  of  the  words  a(fo  and 
''*  Itkewife;  and  muft  further  declare,  that  if  I 
"  catch  anyone  among  you,  upon  any  pretence 
**  whatfoever,  ufing  the  particle  or^  I  fhall  in- 
**  ftarttly  order  him  to  be  ilripped  of  his  gown, 
'*  and  thrown  over  the  bar. 

^'  This  is  a  true  copy:     Charles  Lillie," 
N.  B.  Thefequelof  the  proceedings  of  this 
day  will  be  publilhed  on  Tuefday  next  *. 

*  See  N^  256. 


N''254.  Thurfday  November  23,  1710. 
ADDISON    AND     S  T  E  E  L  E^ 


Spiendide  mendax, Hoa.  2  Od.  iii.  (^5. 

Glorioufly  falfe — —  Francis, 

From  my  own  Apartment,  November  22. 

THERE  are  no  books  which  I  more  delight 
in  than  inTravels,efpecially  thofe  that  de- 
fcribe  remote  countries,  and  give  the  writer  an 

opportuni- 

♦  This  Paper  is  afcribcd  to  Addison  in  the  MS.  notes 
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opportunity  of  (hewing  his  parts  without  in- 
curring any  danger  of  being  examined  or  con- 
tradicted. Among  all  the  authors  of  this  kind, 
our  renowned  countryman,  Sir  John  Mande- 
VILE  f  hasdiflinguiftied  himfelf,  bythecopipuf- 

nefs 


of  C.  Byrbn,  efq.  mentioned  N*''  74,  note.  It  is  rc-prinN 
ed  by  Mr.  Tickell,  in  Addison's  "  Works,"  with  this 
acknowledgement,  *'  Sir  R.  Steele  affifted  in  thisPaper.'' 
Bafi.  ed.  vol.  II.  p.  343,  410. 

t  Sir  John  Mandevile  was  born  at  St.  Alban's  in  the 
beginning  of  the  fourteenth  century,  of  a  family,  whofe 
anceftor  is  faid  to  have  come  into  England  with  Wiljiana 
the  Conqueror.  Leland,  who  calls  this  knight  MagdcvilU 
lifius^  affirms,  that  he  was  a  proficient  m  theology,  natural 
philofophy,  and  phyfick,  before  he  left  England  in  J  322, 
to  vifit  foreign  countries.  He  returned,  after  having  been 
long  reputed  dead,  at  the  end  of  34  years,  when  very  few 
people  knew  him  y  and  went  afterwards  to  Liege,  where 
he  pafled,  it  feems,  under  the  name  o^  Joannes  de  Bar ba^ 
and  where  he  died,  according  to  Voffius  who  has  recorded 
the  infcriptionon  his  tomb,   in  1372,  Nov.  17. 

The  defign  of  this  author  feems  to  have  been,  to  com- 
mit to  writing  whatever  he  had  read,  or  heard,  or  knew, 
concerning  the  places  which  he  faw,  or  has  mentioned  in 
his  book.  Agreeably  to  this  plan,  he  has  defcribed  mon- 
gers from  Pliny,  copied  miracles  from  legends,  and  related, 
without  quotation,  ftories  from  authors,  who  are  now 
ranked,  it  may  bejuftly,  among  writers  of  Romances,  and 
apocryphal  hiftory  ;  fo  that  many,  or  moft  of  the  falfities 
in  his  publication,  properly  belong  to  antecedent  relators, 
who  were  certainly  confidered  as  creditable  authors  at  the 
time  he  wrote. 

Sir  John  Mandevile  vifited  Tartary  about  Haifa  century 
after  Marco  Polo,  who  was  there  in  1272.  In  this  inter-i 
val,  a  true  or  fabulous  account  of  that  country,  collected 
by  a  cordelier,  one  Odoric  d'Udin,  who  fet  out  in  1318, 
and  returned  in  1330,  was  publifhed  in  Italian  by  a  GuilU 

aume 
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nefs  of  his  invention,  and  the  greatnefs  of  his 

genius. 

'Gume  de  Solanga^  in  the  fecond  volume  of  i^^ww/^*?,  and  in 
Latin  and  Englifh  by  i/^/^/^O'/ .  It  is  Tufpei^ied  that  Sir 
John  made  too  much  ufe  of  this  Traveller's  Papers.  How- 
ever this  be,  it  is  certain,  that  the  compilers  of  the  '-'-  Hif- 
*'  toire  generale  des  Voyages'"'  did  not  think  this  En;i,lifli 
knight's  book  fo  original,  or  fo  worthy  of  credit,  as  to  give 
even  any  account  of  it  in  their  excellent  collection.  Sec 
*'  Hijhgen,  des  Voyages^''  tome  Vil.  I'lV.  iv.  p.  375,  4to.  19 
tomes.     J  Paris ^   1749- 

The  firll  6  or  7  tomes  of  this  French  work,  confid  of  a 
tranflation  made  with  lingular  liberty  from  an  Englifli  col- 
lection commonly  called  Alley's  Voyages,  but  which  as  I 
have  been  affured,  was  compiled  by  Mr.  John  Gray, 
F.  R.  S.  who  in  concert  with  a  Mr.  Ret-d,  publilhed 
an  abridgement  of  fome  part  of  "  The  Philofophical 
Trani"a6\ibns."' 

It  may  not  be  amifs  to  obferve  here,  that  though  the  igrh 
and  laft /^w^  of  this  valuable  French  compilation,  is  dated, 
perhaps  after  the  manner  of  printer-s,  who  begin  their  year 
in  November,  an.  1770,  yet,  fo  far  as  this  wrixer  can  find, 
it  gives  no  account  of  any  publication  of  voyages  or  travels, 
not  even  in  France,  much  poilerior  to  the  year  1750. 

Sir  John  Mandevile  honedly  acknowledges,  that  his 
book  was  made  partly  of  hearfay,  and  partly  of  his  own 
knowledge  ;  and  he  actually  prefaces  his  moft  improbable 
relations  with  fome  fuch  v^otds  as  thefe,  ihijeyne^  or  men 
feyn^  but  I  have  not  fene  it.  Moreover  his  book  was  fub- 
mitted,  before  it  was  printed,  to  the  examination  of  the 
Pope^s  council,  and  it  was  publifticd,  after  examination, 
wirh  the  approbation  of  the  Pope,  as  Leland  thinks,  of 
Urban  V.  Leland,  ''  Comm.  de  Script.  Brit."  torn  IJ. 
cap.  CDV.  p.  366,  Ox.  1709,  2  torn.  8vo.  Leland  af- 
firms confidently,  that  Sir  John  Mandevile  had  the  repu- 
tation of  being  a  confcientious  man,  and  that  he  religioufly 
declined  an  honourable  alliance  to  the  Sultan  of  bgypt, 
whofe  daughter  he  might  have  efpoufed,  if  he  would  have 
abjured  Chriftianity.     It  is  like  wife  very  certain,  that  many 
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genius.  The  fecond  to  Sir  John  I  take  to  have 

beeii 

things  in  his  book,  that  were  looked  upon  as  fabulous  for 
a  long  time,  have  now  been  verified  beyond  all  doubt.  His 
hens  that  bore  wool,  are  at  this  day  very  well  known,  un^ 
der  the  name  of  Japan,  and  filky  fowls,  &c.  &c.  Upon  the 
whole,  there  does  not  appear  to  be  any  very  good  reafon 
why  Sir  John  Mandevile  fhould  not  be  believed,  in  any 
thing  that  he  relates  on  his  own  obfervation. 

This  knight  was,  as  may  eafily  be  credited,  an  extraor- 
dinary linguift,  to  ufe  Leland's  exprelHon,  '^ro^.vyXoa-a-Jlutoqy 
and  wrote  his  book  in  Latin,  from  which  he  tranfiated  it 
into  French,  and  from  French  into  Engliih,  perhaps  into 
Italian. 

The  only  edition  of  it  which  this  writer  has  feen,  is 
polterior  15  years  to  the  date  of  thi^  Paper,  and  intituled, 
"  The  Voiyage  &  7>availe  of  Sir  John  Maundevile,  knt. 
"  which  treateth  of  the  Way  to  Hierufalem,  and  Marvayles 
"  oflnde,"  &c.  8vo.  1725.  Prefixed  to  this  edition,  there  is 
an  account  of  the  author,  not  fo  pcrfedt,  or  fo  accurate  as 
might  have  been  given  ;  the  principal  chara6tcr  and  tefti- 
mony  of  him  being  there  taken  frorn_  y.  Balaus,  and  not 
from  Leiand,  who  was  a  much  more  rcfpe£lable  writer,  and 
whofe  book  was  printed,  as  has  been  mentioned,  before  the 
original  date  of  this  Paper-  This  edition  is  certainly  the 
nioft  valuable  and  curious,  becaufe  it  is  written  in  the  very 
language  ufedby  our  countrymen  300  years  before  its^ub- 
lication,  at  a  time  when  the  orthography  of  the  Englifh 
tongue  was  fo  little  fixed,  that  it  feems  to  have  been  the 
fafhionable  affedation  of  writers,  to  ihew  their  wit,  and 
fcholarfhip,  by  fpeliing  the  fame  words  in  the  greateft  va- 
riety of  ways  imaginable. 

"i'here  are  befides  two  Latin  editions  of  this  book,  one 
without  a  date,  intituled,  this  writer  thinks,  '*  Itinerariam 
'*  7.  M.  deMirahilibus  Mutidi  ;"  and  another  in  Hakluyi's 
Col!e6tion.  Lond.  159H.  There  is  likewife  an  Italian 
edition  in  1537,  &c. 

Addison  might  have  feen  one  or  other  of  thefe  copies, 
or  fome  copy  of  which  the  Annotator  can  give  no  account, 
which  may  difi:er  confiderably  from  the  Englifh  one  above- 
mentioned. 
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Pbeen,  Ferdinand  Mendez  Pinto  *,  a  perfon 
of 


mentioned,  though  it  is  faid  to  have  been  publifhed  entire^ 
from  an  original  MS.  in  the  Cotton  Library.  But  hemuft 
be  more  fortunate  than  the  Annotator,  who  can  find  in  it 
any  parages,  or  paflage,  which  give  fair  and  free  fcope  to 
the  raillery  in  this  Paper. 

Neverthelefs,  there  may  be,  in  fome  unfecn  copy,  fome- 
thing  or  other  that  might  ftrike  Addison's  fancy,  and  give 
rife  to  all  this  banter.  But  moft  probably  Addison's  MSS, 
his  extrads  from  them,  and  his  comments  upon  them,  are 
alike  fanciful.  The  curious  reader  may  fee  a  pafTage  in  the 
^^  II  Cortegiano'\  or  "The  Courtier",  by  Cmte^BaldaJfar 
Cajiiglioney  which  might  have  given  rife  to  this  raillery. 
4to,  1727.  B.  II.  p.  l8g  ^  feq. 

He  mentions  here  Nova  Zefnbla^  and  73  degrees  of  north 
latitude  ;  but  it  does  not  appear  from  the  iingiiih  edition  of 
Sir  John  Mandevile's  book  before-mentioned,  that  the 
knight  ever  vifited  that  country,  or  exceeded  62  dtg,  10 
min.  of  that  latitude- 

The  reader  will  find  fome  explication  of  this  humorous 
paffage,  and  of  the  allufion  to  Hudihras^  part  I.  canto  L 
line  148,  in  the  humorous  account  which  Rabelais  gives  of  a 
bloody  fight  on  the  borders  of  the  frozen  <ea.  See  "  The 
*'  Works  of  Rabelais,"  Ozell's  ed.  vol.  iV.  chap.  Ivi.  p. 
229. 

*  Ferdinand  Mendez  Pinto,  a  Portuguefe  of  mean 
extraction,  or  in  mean  circumftunces,  a  great  traveUer,and 
no  common  man,  has  given  in  his  book  an  account  of  him- 
felf  from  the  year  1521.  He  fetofFfor  the  indies  in  1537, 
and  foon  after  commenced  pirate  j  in  a  courfe  of  twenty 
odd  years  of  moftly  fuch  fervice,  which  he  feems  to  have 
confidered  as  beneficial  to  his  country,  and  charged  accord- 
ingly to  its  account,  he  tel-ls  us  how  he  was  thirteen  times 
made  a  captive,  and  fixteen  times  fold  as  a  flave. 

He  returned  to  Lifbon  in  Sept.  1558,  but  it  does  not  ap- 
pear that  the  king  of  Portugal  thought  fo  highly  of  the 
public  utility  of  his  voyages  and  travels,  as  to  judge  it  ne- 
ceiTary,  or  expedient,  to  make  any  the  fmalleft  addition,  to 
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of  infinite  adventure,  and  unbounded  imagin- 
ation. 


the  very  moderate  fortune  which  he  had  villalnoufly  ac* 
quired  by  this  detertable  kind  of  marauding  life,  to  which 
too  many,  in  almoft  all  countries,  were,  about  this  time, 
addidled.  He  feems  to  have  had  no  fmail  degree  of  fuper- 
ftition,  for  it  deferves  not  the  name  of  religion,  whicn  he 
contrived  to  accommodate,  and  render  fubfervient  to  the 
cxercife  of  his  inhuman  trade. 

That  he  was  not  better  recompenfed  for  his  fervices^  for 
which  he  deferred  richly  to  have  been  hanged  a  hundred 
times,  he,  with  a  mockery  of  Chriftianity,  very  ferioufly 
afcribes  to  divine  juftice,  which  faileth  not,  and  difpofeth 
every  thing  for  the  beft.  In  the  fame  flyle  of  abominable 
fuperftition,  he  fays,  *^  I  am  infinitely  thankful  to  the  King 
*'  of  Heaven,  whole  will  is  accompliflied  in  this  way  ;  and 
*'  comphiin  not  of  the  kings  of  the  earth,  fince  rny  fins 
*'  have  rendered  me  unworthy  to  receive  more.  To  my 
*'  children  1  leave  for  a  memorial  and  an  inheritance^  the  ex- 
^'  ample  of  my  fufFerings  and  confbncy,  which  ought  to 
*'  excite  them  to  confidence  in  the  fuccours  of  heaven,  by 
"  which  I  was  delivered  from  an  infinitude  of  dangers, 
*'  with  which  I  was  all  my  life-time  converfant." 

Pinto's  relation  of  his  adventures,  written  in  the  fimr 
pie  but  manly  manner  of  an  illiterate  foldier,  was  publifhed 
in  his  native  tongue,  at  Lifbon,  infelioyan,  1614.  T  here  is 
an  old  French  iranflatioq  of  his  book,  printed  at  Paris  in 
1628,  from  which  a  long  extrav^  is  given  in  the  ninth 
tome  of  the  "  Hiji  Gen.  des  Voyages^"'  from  p.  353  to  p.  497. 
There  is  an  Englifh  tranflation  ot  Pinto's  voyages  and  ad- 
ventures, dedicated  to  the  earl  of  Strafford,  1663,  in  folio  ^ 
by  H.  C  [Heniy  C'oggan].  M,  de  Surgi  has  likewife  ex- 
tracted from  his  work,  an  entertaining  book,  intituled, 
"  Viciflitudes  de  la  Fortune."  A  Paris,  2  torn.  i2mo.  His 
book  was  entirely  re-tranflated  into  the  French  language, 
by  Bernard  Figuier,  a  Portuguefe,  and  re-prinjed  at  Paris 
in  4to,  in  1645. 

'I'his  author's  relations  have  always  been  much  queflion- 
cd,  but  fometimes  ably  defended  \  and  it  is  faid,  with  pro- 
bability 
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ation.  One  reads  the  voyages  of  thefe  two 
srreat  wits,  with  as  much  aftonifliment  as  the 
travels  of  Ulysses  in  Homer,  or  of  the  Red- 
Grofs  Knight  in  Spenser.  All  is  enchanted 
ground,  and  fairy-land. 

1  have  got  into  my  hands,  by  great  chance, 
feveral  manufcripts  of  thefe  two  eminent  au- 
thors, which  are  filled  with  greater  wonders 
than  any  of  thofe  they  have  communicated  to 
the  public  ;  and  indeed,  were  they  not  fo  well 
attefted,  they  would  appear  altogether  impro- 
bable. I  am  apt  to  think  the  ingenious  authors 
did  not  publifh  them  with  the  reft  of  their 
works,  left  they  (hould  pafs  for  fictions  and  fa- 
bles :  a  caution  not  unneceftary,  when  the  re- 
putation of  their  veracity  was  not  yet  eftablifh- 
ed  in  the  world.  But  as  this  reafon  has  now 
no  further  weight,  I  fliall  make  the  public  a 
prefent  of  thefe  curious  pieces,  at  fuch  times  as 
I  fhall  find  myfelf  unprovided  with  other  fub- 
jefts. 

The  prefent  Paper  I  intend  to  fill  with  an  ex^ 
traB  from  Sir  John's  Journal,  in  which  that 
learned  and  worthy  knight  gives  an  account  of 
the   freezing    and   thawing  of  feveral    fliort 

jbability,  that  fome  of  the  moft  fufpicious  and  queftionable 
parts  of  his  book,  have  beenjuftilied  fin ce  his  time,  by 
pollerior  travellers  into  the  countries,  of  the  geography, 
manners,  cuftoms,  he.  of  which  he  gives  many  curious 
details,  with  a  circumftantial  minutenefs,  that  begets,  and 
jkeep3  alive,  fufpicion$  of  his  veracity. 

fpeeches, 
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fpeeches  ^,  which  he  made  in  the  territories  of 
Nova  Tjcmbla,  I  need  not  inform  my  reader, 
that  the  author  of  HuDiBRAs  alludes  to  this 
ftrange  quality  in  that  cold  chmate,  when, 
fpeaking  of  abftra6led  notions  cloathed  in  a  vi- 
fible  fhape.  he  adds  that  apt  fimile, 

"  Like  words  congeard  in  northern  air  f." 

Not  to  keep  my  reader  any  longer  in  fuf- 
penfe,  the  relation,  put  into  modern  language, 
IS  as  follows : 

"  We  were  feparated  by  a  ftorm  in  the  lati- 
**  tude  oi  feventy -three ^  infomuch,  that  only  the 
**  fhip  which  I  was  in,  with  a  Dutch  and  French 
*'  veffel,  got  fafe.into  a  creek  of  Nova  Zembla. 
"  We  landed,  in  order  to  refit  our  veffels,  and 
*'  ftore  ourfelves  with  provifions.  The  crew  of 
"  each  veffel  made  themfelves  a  cabbin  of  turf 
**  and  wood,  at  fome  diftance  from  each  other, 
<*  to  fence  themfelves  againft  the  inclemencies 
^'  of  the  weather,  which  was  fevere  beyond 
*'  imagination.  We  foon  obferved,  that  in 
*'  talking  to  one  another  we  loft  feveral  of  our 
^'  words,  and  could  not  hear  one  another  at 
**  above  two  yards  diftance,  and  that  too  when 
*'  we  fat  very  near  the  fire.  After  much  per- 
<*  plexity,  1  found  that  our  words  froze  in  the 
««  air,  before  they  could  reach  the  ears  of  the 
*'  perfons  to  whom  they  were  fpoken.     I  was 


«  <*. 


Oeuvresde  Rahejais^'*  liv.  iv.  ch.  55,  &c. 
f  HuDiBRAS,  part  I.  canto  I.  line  148. 

"  foon 
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"  fooa  confirmed  in  this  conjefture,  when  upon 
^*  the  increafe  of  the  cold,  the  whole  company 
*'  grew  dumb,  or  rather  deaf ;  for  every  man 
^'  was  fenfible,  as  we  afterwards  found,  that  he 
"  fpoke  as  well  as  ever ;  but  the  founds  no 
*'  fooner  took  air  than  they  werecondenfed  and 
*'  loft.  It  was  now  a  mifcrable  fpectacle  to  fee 
**  us  nodding  and  gaping  at  one  another>  every 
**  man  talking,  and  no  man  heard.  One  might 
**  obferve  a  feaman  that  could  hail  a  fhip  at  a 
**  league's  diftance,  beckoning  with  his  hand, 
"  ftraining  his  lungs,  and  tearing  his  throat  ^ 
^*  but  all  in  vain  ; 

" Nee  VQX  nee  verba fequuntur.  Ovid. 

"  Nor  voice,  nor  words  enfued. 

*'  We  continued  here  three  weeks  in  this  dif- 
"  mal  plight.  At  length,  upon  a  turn  of  wind, 
"  the  air  about  us  began  to  thaw.  Our  cabbin 
**  was  immediately  filled  with  a  dry  clattering 
**  found,  which  I  afterwards. found  to  be  the 
^•'  crackling  of  confonants  that  broke  above  our 
**  heads,  and  were  often  mixed  with  a  gentle 
"  hiffing,  which  I  imputed  to  the  lettery;  that 
**  occurs  fo  frequently  in  the  Englifh  tongue.  I 
**  foon  after  felt  a  breeze  of  whifpers  rufhing  by 
*'  my  ear ;  for  thofe  being  of  a  foft  and  gentle 
^'  fubftance,  immediately  liquified  in  the  warm 
"  wind  that  blew  acrois  our  cabbin.  Thefe 
^'  were  foon  followed  by  fyllables  and  fhort 
*'  words,  and  at  length  by  entire  fentences,  that 
''  melted  fooner  or  later,  as  they  were  more  or 

*'  Vefs 
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*'  lefs  congealed  ;  fo  that  we  now  heard  every 
*'  thing  that  had  hcQufpoken  during  the  whole 
*'  three  weeks  that  we  had  htQufiknt,  if  I  may 
**  ufe  that  expreflion.  It  was  now  very  early  in 
**  the  morning,  and  yet,  to  my  furprize,  I  heard 
**  fomebody  fay,  *  Sir  John,  it  is  midnight,  and 
**  time  for  the  fhip's  crew  to  go  to-bed/  This 
**  I  knew  to  be  the  pilot's  voice  j  and,  upon  re- 
*'  collecting  myfelf,  I  concluded  that  he  had 
"  fpoken  thefe  words  to  me  fome  days  before, 
*'  though  I  could  not  hear  them  until  the  prefent 
"  thaw.  My  reader  will  eafily  imagine  how  the 
*'  whole  crew  was  amazed  to  hear  every  man 
"  talking,  and  fee  nomanopeninghis  mouth.  In 
*'  the  midft  of  this  great  furprize  we  were  all  in, 
"  we  heard  a  volley  of  oaths  andcurfes>  lafting 
•*  for  a  long  while,  and  uttered  in  a  very  hoarfe 
**  voice,  which  I  knew  belonged  to  the  boat- 
**  fwain,  who  was  a  very  choleric  fellow,  and 
"  had  taken  his  opportunity  of  curfing  and 
<'  fwearing  at  me,  when  he  thought  I  could 
''  not  hear  him  ;  for  I  had  feveral  times  given 
**  him  the  ftrappado  on  that  account,  as  I  did 
"  not  fail  to  repeat  it  for  thefe  his  pious  folilor 
*'  quies,  when  I  got  him  on  fhip-board. 

"  I  muftnot  omit  the  names  of  feveral  beaur 
"  ties  in  Wapping,  which  were  heard  every  now 
**  and  then,  in  the  midft  of  a  long  figh  that  ac- 
*'  companied  them;  as,  *  Dear  Kate  !'  '  Pretty 
*'  Mrs.  Peggy  !'  '  When  fhall  1  fee  my  Sue  a- 
*'  gain!'  This  betrayed  feveral  amours  which 
*'  had  been  concealed  until  that  time,  and  fur- 

'*  nifhed 
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''  niflied  us  with  a  great  deal  of  mirth  in  our 
**  return  to  England. 

*'  When  this  confufion  of  voices  was  pretty 
•*  well  over,  though  1  was  afraid  to  offer  at 
**  fpeaking,  as  fearing  1  fhould  not  be  heard,  I 
"  propofed  a  vifit  to  the  Dutch  cabbin,  which 
**  lay  about  a  mile  further  up  in  the  country. 
**  My  crew  were  extremely  rejoiced  to  find  they 
*' had  again  recovered  their  hearing,  though 
"  every  man  uttered  his  voice  with  the  fame 
*'  apprehenfions  that  I  had  done, 

» "  Et  timide  verba  intermijfa  retentat, 

Ovid.  Met.  i.  747, 
*'  And  try*d  his  tongue,  his  filence  foftly  broke. 

Dryden, 

"  At  about  half-a-mile's  diftance  from  our 
*'  cabbin  we  heard  the  groanings  of  a  bear, 
'^  which  at  firft  ftartled  us;  but,  upon  enquiry, 
*'  we  were  informed  by  fome  of  our  company, 
"  that  he  was  dead,  and  now  lay  in  fait,  having 
**  been  killed  upon  that  very  fpot  about  a  fort- 
**  night  before,  in  the  time  of  the  froft.  Not 
**  far  from  the  fame  place,  we  were  likewife  en- 
**  tertained  with  fome  pofthumous  fnarls,  and 
*'  barkings  of  a  fox. 

*'  We  at  length  arrived  at  the  little  Dutch 
"  fettlement ;  and,  upon  entering  the  room, 
**  found  it  filled  withfighs  that  fmelt  of  brandy, 
*'  and  feveral  other  unfavoury  founds  that  were 
"  altogether  inarticulate.  My  valet,  who  was 
"  an  Irifhman,  fell  into  fo  great  a  rage  at  what 

'*he 
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*'  he  heard,  that  he  drew  his  fword  ;  but  not 
"  knowing  where  to  lay  the  blame,  he  put  it  up 
•*  again.  We  were  ftunned  with  thefe  confufed 
**  noifes,  but  did  not  hear  a  fingle  word  until 
"  about  half-an-hour  after;  which  I  afcribe  to 
"  the  harfh  and  obdurate  founds  of  that  lan- 
•*  guage,  which  wanted  more  time  than  ours  to 
**  melt,  and  become  audible. 

"  After  having  here  met  with  a  very  hearty 

**  welcome,    we  went  to    the  cabbin   of  the 

**  French,  who,  to  make  amends  for  their  three 

*^  weeks  filence,  were  talking  and  difputing  with 

**  greater  rapidity  and   confufion  than  I  ever 

*'  heard  in  an  aflembly,  even  of  that  nation., 

**  Their  language,  as   I  found,  upon  the  firft 

«*  giving  of  the  weather,  fell  afunder  and  dif- 

«*  folved.  1  was  here  convinced  of  an  error  into 

«*  which  I  had  before  fallen;  for  1  fancied,  that 

•'  for  the  freezing  of  the  found,  it  was  neceflary 

*'  for  it  to  be  wrapped  up,  and,  as  it  were,  pre- 

**  ferved    in  breath  :  but  I  found  miy  miftake 

**  when  I  heard  the  found  of  a  kit  playing  a 

"  minute  over  our  heads.   I  afked  the  occafion 

**  of  it;  upon  which  one  of  the  company  told 

«*  me  that  it  would  play  there  above  a  week 

"  longer  ;  for*  fays  he,  *  finding  ourfelves  bereft 

•*  of  fpeech,  we  prevailed  upon  one  of  the  com- 

"  pany,  who  had  his  mufical  inflrument  about 

**  him,  to  play  to  us  from  morning  to  night;  all 

"  which  time  we  employed  in  dancing,  in  order 

*«  to  diffipate  our  chagrin.  &  tuer  le  temps'* 

Here  Sir  John  gives  very  good  philofophical 
reafons,  why  the  kit  could  not  be  heard  during 

the 
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the  froft ;  but,  as  they  are  fomething  prolix,  I 
pafs  them  over  in  filence,  andfhall  onlyobferve, 
that  the  honourable  author  feems,  by  his  quo- 
tations, to  have  been  well  verfed  in  the  ancient 
poets,  which  perhaps  raifed  his  fancy  above  the 
ordinary  pitch  of  hiftorians,  and  very  much  con- 
tributed to  the  embellifhment  of  his  writings. 


N°255.  Saturday,  November  25,  171c. 
ADDISON*. 


■         Nee  te  tuaplurima,  Pantheu^ 
Labentem  pietas,  nee  ApoUinis  injula  texit, 

ViRG.  ^n.  ii.429, 

Comes  courfe  the  laft,  the  red'ning  dodlor  now 
Slides  ^reludant,  with  his  meaning  bow; 
Drefs,  letters,  wit,  and  merit,  plead  in  vain. 
For  bear  he  mud,  indignity,  and  pain. 

From  my  own  Apartment,  November  24. 

*«  To  the  C  E  N  s  o  R    of  Great-Britain. 
"Sir, 


T  AM  at  prefent  under  very  great  difficulties. 


"  I     .   .  . 

**  ■    which  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  any  one, 

*'  befides 


*  This  Paper  is  afcrlbed  to  Addison   in  the  MS.  notes 
of  C.  Byron,  efq.  mentioned  Tat.  N^  74,  note.     It  Teems 

like  wile 
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"  befides  yourfelf,  to  redrefs.     Whether  or  no 
"  you  (hall  think  it  a  proper  cafe  to  come  be- 
"  fore  yourCourt  of  honour,  Icannottell;  but 
**  thus  it  is.     I  am  Chaplain  to  an  honourable 
"  family,  very  regular  at  the  hours  of  devotion^ 
"  and,  1  hope,  of  an  unblameable  life  ;  but  for 
"  not  offering  to  rifeatthefecondcourfe,  1  found 
**  my  patron  and  his  lady,  very  fullen  and  out  of 
•*  humour,  though  at  firft  1  did  not  know  the 
**  reafon  of  it.     At  length,  when  I  happened  to 
**  help  myfelf  to  a  jelly,  the  lady  of  the  houfe, 
"  otherwife  a  devout  woman,  told  me,  that  it 
*'  did  not  become  a  man  of  my  cloth  to  delight 
•«  in  fuch   frivolous  food  :  but  as   1  ftill  con- 
**  tinned  to  fit  out  the  laft  courfe,  I  was  yeder- 
**  day  informed  by  the  butler,  that  his  lordfhip 
**  had  no  farther  occafion  for  my  fervice.     All 
**  which  is  humbly  fubmitted  to  your  confidera- 
**  tion  by.  Sir,  your  moft  humble  fervant,  &c.*' 
The  cafe  of  this  gentleman  deferves    pity  ; 
efpecially  if  he  loves  fweetmeats,  to  which,  if  I 
may  guefs  by  his  letter,  he  is  no  enemy,  in  the 
mean  time,  I  have  often  wondered  at  the  inde- 
cency of  difcharging  the  holieft  man  from  the 
table  as  foon  as  the  moft  delicious  parts  of  the 
entertainment  are  ferved  up,  and  could  never 
conceive  a  reafon  for  fo  abfurd  a  cuftom.     Is  it 
becaufe  a  liquorifti  palate,  or  a  fvveet  tooth,  as 
they  call  it,  is  not  confiftent  with  the  fanctity  of 

likewife  to  have  been  included  in  the  UJi  delivered  by 
Steele  to  Mr.  Tickell,  for  it  isre-pr  nted  in  his  edition 
of  Addison's  "  Works,"  410,  vol.  II.  p.  347. 

his 
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his  charafter?  This  is  but  a  trifling  pretence. 
No  m^n,  of  themoft  rigid  virtue,  gives  offence 
by  any  exceffes  in  plum-pudding    or   plum- 
porridge,  and  that  becaufe  they  are  the  fir jl  parts 
vf  the  dinner ,     Is  there  any  thing  that  tends  to 
incitation  in  fweetmeats  more  than  in  ordinary 
dirties  ?  Certainly  not.  Sugar-plunis  are  a  very 
innocent  diet,  and  conferves  of  a  much  colder 
nature   thaii  your  common  pickles.     I   have 
fometimes  thought  that  the  ceremony  of  the 
Chaplain's  flying  away  from  the  defert  v^as  typi- 
cal and  figurative,  to  mark  out  to  the  company 
how  they  ought  to  retire  from  all  the  lufcious 
baits  of  temptation,  and  deny  their  appetites  the 
gratifications  that  are  mofl:pIeafing  to  them;  or, 
at  leafl,  to  fignify  that  we  ought  to  ftint  our- 
felves  in  our  moft  lawful  fatisfadions,  and  not 
make  our  pleafure,  butour  fupport,  the  end  of 
eating.     But  moft  certainly,  if  fuch  a  lefibn  of 
temperance  had  been  neceffary  at  a  table,  our 
clergy  would  have  recommended  it  to  all  the 
lay-mafters  of  families,  and  not  have  difturbed 
other  mens  tables  with  fuch  unfeafonable  ex- 
amples of  abftinence.     The  original  therefore, 
of  this  barbarous  cuftom,  I  take  to  have  been 
merely  accidental.  The  Chaplain  retired,  out  of 
pure  complaifance,  to  make  roam  for  the  re- 
moval of  the  diflies,  or  poffibly  for  the  ranging 
of  the  defert.     This   by  degrees  grew   into  a 
duty,  until  at  length,  as  the  fafliion  improved, 
the  good  man  found  himfelf  cut  off  from  the 
third  part  of  the  entertainment  5  and,  if  the  ar- 
VoL.  IV.  I  i  rogance 
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rogance  of  the  patron  goes  on,  it  is  not  impof- 
fible  but,  in  the  next  generation,  he  may  fee 
himfelf  reduced  to  the  tythe,  or  tenth  difli  of 
the  table  ;  a  fufRcient  caution  not  to  part  with 
any  privilege  we  are  once  pofleffed.  of.  It  was 
ufual  for  the  pried  in  old  times  to  feafl  upon  the 
facrifice,  nay  the  honey-cake,  while  the  hungry 
laity  looked  upon  him  with  great  devotion  ;  or, 
as  the  late  lord  Rochester  defcribes  it,  in  a 
very  lively  manner. 

And  while  the  prieft  did  cat,  the  people  ftar'd. 

At  prefent  the  cuftom  is  inverted  ;  the  laity 
feaft,  while  the  prieft  ftands  by  as  an  humble 
fpeflator.  This  neceffarily  puts  a  good  man 
upon  making  great  ravages  on  all  the  difhes  that 
fland  near  him  ;  and  diftinguifliing  himfelf  by 
voracioufnefs  of  appetite,  as  knowing  that  his 
time  is  fliort.  I  would  fain  a(k  thefe  ftiff-necked 
patrons,  whether  they  would  not  take  it  ill  of  a 
«-haplain,  tliat  in  his  grace  after  meatfliould  re- 
turn thanks  for  the  whole  entertainment  with 
an  exception  to  the  defert?  And  yet  I  cannot 
but  think  that,  in  fuch  a  proceeding,  he  would 
but  deal  with  them  as  they  deferved.  What 
would  a  Roman  catholic  prieft  think,  who  is 
always  helped  fir  ft,  and  placed  next  the  ladies, 
fhould  he  iee  a  clergyman  giving  his  company 
the  flip  at  the  firft  appearance  of  the  tarts  or 
fweetmeats  ?  Would  not  he  believe  that  he  had 
the  fame  antipathy  to  a  candied  orange,  or  a 
piece  of  pufF  parte,  as  fome  have  to  a  Chefhire 

cheefe, 
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cbeefe,  or  a  breaft  of  mutton  ?  Yet,  to  fo  ri- 
diculous a  Height  is  this  foolifb  cuftdm  grown, 
that  even  the  Chriftmas  pye,  which  in  its  very 
nature  is  a  kind  of  confecrated  cake,  and  a 
badge  of  diftinction,  is  often  forbidden  to  the 
Druid  of  the  family.  Strange!  that  a  furloin 
of  beef,  whether  boiled  or  roafted,  when  En- 
tire, is  expofed  to  his  utmoft  depredations  and 
incifions ;  but,  if  minced  into  fmall  pieces,  and 
tofTed  up  with  plums  and  fugar,  changes  its 
property,  and,  forfooth,  is  meat  for  his  mafter. 

In  this  cafe  I  know  not  which  to  cenfure,  the 
Patron,  or  the  Chaplain,  the  infolence  of  pow- 
er, or  the  abje6tnefs  of  dependence.  For  my 
Own  part,  I  have  often  bluflled  to  fee  a  gen- 
tleman, whom  I  knew  to  have  much  more  wit 
and  learning  than  myfelf,  and  who  was  bred 
up  v^itii  me  at  the  univerfity  upon  the  fame 
foot  of  a  liberal  education,  treated  in  fuch  an 
ignominious  manner,  and  funk  beneath  thofe 
of  his  own  rank,  by  reafon  of  that  charafter 
which  ought  to  bring  him  honour.  This  de- 
ters men  of  generous  minds  from  placing  them- 
felves  in  fuch  a  (lation  of  life,  and  by  that 
means  frequently  excludes  perfoils  of  quality 
from  the  improving  and  agreeable  converfatiou 
of  a  learned  and  obfequious  friend. 

Mr.  Oldham  *  lets  us  know,  that  he  was 

*  In  "  A^Satyr^  addrcfTed  to  a  Friend  that  is  about  to 
*'  leave  the  Univerfity,"  &c.  Oldham's  Works,  1703, 
8vo.  p.  391. 

I  i  2  afFrisrhted 
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affrighted  from  the  thought  of  fuch  an  em- 
ployment, by  the  fcandalous  fort  of  treatment 
which  often  accompanies  it : 

Some  think  themfelves  exalted  to  the  fky. 
If  they  light  in  fome  noble  fannily  : 
Diet,  an  horfe,  and  thirty  pounds  a-year, 
Befides  th'  advantage  of  his  lordfhip's  ear. 
The  credit  of  the  bufinefs,  and  the  ftate, 
Are  things  that  in  a  youngflcr's  fenfe  found  great. 
Little  the  unexperienc'd  wretch  does  know 
What  flavery  he  oft  mud  undergo. 
Who,  though  in  filken  fcarf  and  caflbck  drcfl-. 
Wears  but  a  gayer  livery  at  bed. 
When  dinner  calls,  the  implement  mud  wait 
With  holy  words  to  confecrate  the  meat. 
But  hold  it  for  a  favour  feldom  known, 
If  he  be  deign'd  the  honour  to  fit  down. 
Soon  as  the  tarts  appear;  *'  Sir  Crape,   withdraw, 
"  Thofe  dainties  are  not  for  a  fpiritual  maw. 
"  Obferve  your  diftance,  and  be  furc  to  (land 
**  Hard  by  the  ciftern  with  your  cap  in  hand : 
*'  There  for  divcrfion  you  may  pick  your  teeth, 
*'  Till  the  kind  voider  comes  for  your  relief." 
Let  others,  who  fuch  meannefles  can  brook, 
Strike  countenance  to  every  great  man's  look  -, 
I  rate  my  freedom  higher. 

This  author's  raillery  is  the  raillery  of  a 
friend,  and  does  not  turn  the  facred  order  into 
ridicule;  but  is  a  juft  cenfure  on  fuch  perfons 
as  take  advantage,  from  the  neceflities  of  a  man 
oftnerit,  to  impofe  on  him  hard(hips  that  arc 
by  no  means  fuitable  to  the  dignity  of  his  pro- 
fefllon  *. 

*  See  on  this  fubje<^  Guard.  N°  163,  by  Addison. 

N°  2j6. 
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N**  256.     Tuefday,  November  28,  1710. 
ADDISON    AND   STEELE*. 


■         N'^Jirum  eft  tantas  componere  lites. 

ViRG.  Eel.  iii,   108. 

*Tis  ours  fuch  warm  contentions  to  decide. 

R.  Wynne, 

The  Proceedings  of  the  Court  of  Honour,  held 
in  Sheer-lane  on  Mo?iday  the  twentieth  oi  No- 
vember^ 1710,  before  Isaac  Bickerstaff, 
Efquire,  Cenfor  oi Great-Britain. 

PETER  PLUMB,  of  London,  merchant, 
was  indifled  by  the  honourable  Mr.  Tho- 
mas Gules,  ofGule-hall  in  the  County  of 
Salop,  for  that  the  faid  Peter  Plumb  did,  in 
Lombard-ftreet,  London,  between  the  hours 
of  two  and  three  in  the  afternoon,  meet  the 

*  This  Paper  is  not  afcribed  to  Addison,  or  to  Stee-le 
and  Addison  conjunctively,  in  the  tranfcript  from  the  iVlS. 
notes  of  Chriftopher  Byron^  efq.  communicated  by  J — n 

H y.  M.  as  mentioned  Tat.  N°  74,  note.     Nevcr^l}e  • 

lefs,  it  was  moft  probably  mentioned  as  the  joint-proouc- 
tion  of  Steele  and  Addison,  in  the  (iji  delivered  by 
Steele  to  Mr.  Tickell  ;  for  it  is  re- printed  with  this  rn- 
timation  in  Addison's  "  Works",  410.  vol.  11.  p.  350. 

I  i  3  faid 
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faid  Mr.  Thomas  Gules,  and,  after  a    (hort 
falutation,  put  on  his  hat,  value  fivepencC',  while 
the  honourable  Mr.  Gules  flood  bare-heade^ 
for  the  fpace  of  two  feconds.     It  was  further 
urged    againft  the  criminal,  that,  during  his 
difcourfe  with  the  profecutor,  he  feloniouily 
flole  the  wall  of  him,  having  clapped  his  back 
againft  it  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  it  was  im- 
poflible  for  Mr.  Gules  to  recover  it  again  at 
his  taking  leave  of  him.     The  profecutor  al- 
ledged,  that  he  was  the  Cadet  of  a  very  ancient 
family  ;  and  that,  according  to   the  principles 
of  all  the  younger  brothers  of  the  faid  family, 
he  had  never  fuUied  himfelf  with  bufinefs,  but 
had  chofen  rather  to  ftarve,  like  a  man  of  ho- 
nour, than  do  any  thing  beneath  his  quality. 
He  produced  feveral  witnefles,  that  he  had  ne- 
ver employed  himfelf  beyond  the  twifting  of  a 
whip,  or  the  making  of  a  pair  of  nut-crackers, 
in  which  he  only  worked  for  his  diverfion,  in 
order  to  make  a  prefent  now  and  then  to  his 
friends.     The  prifoner  being  afked,  "-  what  he 
**  cpuld  fay  for  himfelf,"  call  feveral  refledions 
upon  the  honourable  Mr.  Gules  j  as,  "that 
**  he  was  npt  worth  a  groats  that  nobody  in 
'•'  the  citv  woujd  truft  him  for  a  halfpenny; 
'*  that  he  owed  him  money,  vvhich  he  had  pro- 
«'  mifcd  to  pay  hjm  feveral  times,  but  never 
*'  kept  his  word  :  and,  in  fliort,  that   he  was 
*'  an  idle  beggarly  fellow,  and  of  no  ufe  to  the 
«'  public."     This  fort  of  language  was  very  Se- 
verely reprimanded  by  the  Cenfor,  who   told 

the 
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the  criminal,  ''  that  he  fpoke  in  contempt  of 
**  the  Court,  and  that  he  fhould  be  proceeded 
'*  againft  for  contumacy,  if  he  did  not  change 
*'  his  ftyle/'  The  prifoner,  therefore,  defired 
to  be  heard  by  his  counfel,  who  urged  in  his 
defence,  ''  that  he  put  on  his  hat  through  ig- 
*^  nora'Ke,  and  took  the  wall  by  accident/' 
They  likewife  produced  feverai  witneffes,  that 
he  made  fevcral  motions  with  his  hat  in  his 
hand,  which  are  generally  underftood  as  an  in- 
vitation to  the  perfon  we  talk  with  to  be  co- 
vered ;  and  that,  the  gentleman  not  taking  the 
hint,  he  was  forced  to  put  on  his  hat,  as  being 
troubled  v;ith  a  cold.  There  was  likewife  an 
Irifhman,  who  depofed,  *'  that  he  had  heard 
**  him  cough  three-and-twenty  times  that 
*'  morning."  And  as  for  the  wall,  it  was  al- 
ledged,  that  he  had  taken  it  inadvertently,  to 
fave  himfclf  from  a  (hower  of  rain  which  was 
then  falling.  The  Cenfor,  having  con ful ted 
the  Men  of  honour  who  fat  at  his  right-hand 
on  the  bench,  found  they  were  all  of  opinion, 
that  the  defence  made  by  the  prifoner*s  counfel 
did  rather  aggravate  than  extenuate  his  crime  ; 
that  the  motions  and  intimations  of  the  hat 
were  a  token  of  fuperiority  in  converfation, 
and  therefore  not  to  ne  ufed  by  the  criminal  to 
a  man  of  the  profecutor's  quality,  who  was 
likewife  veiled  with  a  double  title  to  the  wall  at 
the  time  of  their  converfation,  both  as  it  was 
the  upper  hand,  and  as  it  was  a  Ihelter  from 
the  weather.     The  evidence  being  very  full  and 

I  i  4  clear. 
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clear,  the  Jury,  without  going  out  of  Couit, 
declared  their  opinion  unanimoufly,  by  the 
mouth  of  their  Foreman,  **  that  the  prpfecutor 
**  was  bound  in  Honour  to  male  the  Jim  Jhi?j^. 
"  i^i>rc2^^/&  the  crirninal,"  qr,  as  they  afterwards 
explained  themfelves,  *'  to  whip  him  througl^ 
*'  the  lungs." 

The  Cenfor,  knitting  his  brows  into  a  frown, 
and  looking  very  fternly  upon  thejpry,  after  a 
little  paufe,  gave  them  to  know,  '*  thar  this 
**  Court  was  erefted  for  the  finding  out  of  pe- 
'*  nalties  fuitable  to  offences,  and  to  rcftrain 
**  the  outrages  of  private  juftice  ;  and  that  he 
**  expected  they  fhould  moderate  their  verdid." 
The  Jury  therefore  retired,  and  being  willing 
to  comply  with  the  advices  of  the  Cenfor,  after 
an  hour's  converfation,  delivered  their  opinion 
as  follows  : 

*'  That,  in  confideration  this  was  Peter 
**  Plumb's  firfl  offence,  and  that  there  did  not 
*'  appear  any  malice  frepenj^  in  it,  as  alfo  that 
*'  he  lived  in  good  reputation  among  his  neigh- 
**  hours,  and  that  his  taking  the  wall  was  only 
"  /^  defendendo^  the  profecutor  (hould  let  him 
"  efcape  with  life,  and  content  hinifelf  with 
*'  the  flitting  of  his  nofe,  and  the  cutting  off 
•'  both  his  ears."  Mr.  Bickerstaff,  fmiling 
upon  the  Court,  told  them,  ''  that  he  thought 
• '  the  punifhment,  even  under  its  |)rerent  miti- 
**  gation,  too  fevere;  and  that  fuch  penalties 
*'  might  be  of  ill  confequence  in  a  trading  na- 
*'  tion."     He   therefore  pronouiiccd  fentence 

againft 
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againft  the  criminal  in  the  following  manner  i 
^'  that  his  /:}at,  which  was  the  inftrument  of 
**  offence,  fhould  be  forfeited  to  the  Court ; 
"  that  the  criminal  (hould  go  to  the  warehoufe 
"  from  whence  he  came,  and  thence,  as  occa- 
^*  iion  fhould  require,  proceed  to  the  Exchange, 
*'  or  Garraway's  coffee  houfe,  in  vA^at  man- 
"  ner  he  pleafed ;  but  that  neither  he,  nor  any 
"  of  the  family  of  the  Plumbs,  fhould  hereafter 
*'  appear  in  the  flreets  of  London  out  of  their 
'*  coaches,  that  fo  the  foot  way  might  be  left 
**  open  and  undiflurbed  for  their  betters." 

Dathan,  a  pedling  Jew,  and  T.  R ,  a 

Welfhman,  were  indided  by  the  keeper  of  an 
alchoufe  in  Weflminfler,  for  breaking  the  peace 
and  two  earthen  mugs,  in  a  difpute  about  the 
antiquity  of  their  families,  to  the  great  detri- 
ment of  the  houfe,  and  difturbance  of  the  whole 
neighbourhood.  Dathan  faid  for  himfelf, 
"  that  he  was  provoked  to  it  by  the  Welfliman, 
"  who  pretended  that  the  Welfh  were  an  an- 
*'  cienter  people  than  the  Jews  ;  whereas,"  fays 
he,  *'  I  can  fhcw  by  this  genealogy  in  my  hand, 
'  *  that  I  am  the  fon  of  Mesheck,  that  was  the 
"  fon  of  Naboth,  that  was  the  fon  of  Sh  alem, 

•*  that  was  the  fon  of ."     The  Welfliman 

here  interrupted  him,  and  told  him,  *'  that  he 
**  could  product  Jhennalogy  as  well  as  himfelf;" 
for  '*  that  he  was  John  ap  Rice,  ap  Shenken, 
*'  AP  Shones."  He  then  turned  himfelf  to  the 
Cenfor,  and  told  him  in  the  fame  broken  ac- 
cent, and  with  much  warmth,  *'  that  the  Jew 

**  would 
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*'  would  needs  uphold,  that  King  Ca'dwalla- 
"  DER  was  younger  than  Issachar."  Mr.BicK- 
ERSTAFF  feemed  very  much  inclined  to  give  kn- 
tence  againft  Dathan,  as  being  a  Jew  ;  but 
finding  reafons,  by  fome  expreffions  which  the 
Welfhman  let  fall  in  aflerting  the  antiquity  of 
his  family,  to  fafpeft  that  the  faid  Welfhman 
was  a  Pra-Adamite"^,  he  fufFercci  the  Jury  to  go 
but,  without  any  previous  admonition.  After 
fome  time  they  returned,  and  gave  their  ver- 
did:,  "  that  it  appearing  the  perfons  at  the  bar 
*'  did  neither  of  them  wear  a  fword,  and  that 
*•  confequently  they  had  no  right  to  quarrel 
*'  upon  a  point  of  Honour  ;  to  prevent  fuch 
"  frivolous  appeals  for  the  future,  they  fhould 
*'  both  of  them  be  tofled  in  the  fame  blanket, 
"  and  there  adjuft  the  fuperionty  as  they  could 
*'  agree  on  it  between  themfelves."  The  Cenfor 
confirmed  the  verdift. 

Richard  Newman  was  indifted  by  Major 
PuNTO,  for  having  ufed  the  words,  *'  perhaps  it 
"  may  be  fo,"  in  a  difpute  with  the  faid  A'fajor. 
The  Major  urged,  ''  that  the  word /;t'rZ;^//>i  was 
**  queftioning  his  veracity,  and  that  it  was  an 
*'  indirect  manner  of  giving  him  the  lie."  Ri- 
chard Newman  had  nothing  more  to  fay  for 
himfelf,  than  that  "  he  intended  no  fuch 
^'  thing  ;"  and  threw  himfelf  upon  the  mercy 
of  the  Court.  The  Jury  brought  in  their  ver- 
dift  fpecial. 

Mr.  BicKERSTAFF  ftood  up,  and,^  after  hav- 
ing caft  his  eyes  over  the  whole  afi'embly,  hem- 

*  See  Tat.  N?  69,  adfinenu 

med 
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med  thrice.  He  then  acquainted  them,  *'  that 
"  he  had  laid  down  a  rule  to  himfelf,  which  he 
"  was  refolved  never  to  depart  from,  and  which, 
^'  as  he  conceived,  would  very  much  conduce  to 
*'  the  (liortening  thebufinefs  of  the  Court  :  I 
*^  mean,"  fays  he,  '*  never  to  allow  of  the  lie 
''  being  given  by  conltruftion,  implication,  or 
^'  indudtion,  but  by  the  fole  ufe  of  the  word  it- 
•'  feif/'  He  then  proceeded  to  fiiew  the  great 
mifchiefs  that  had  arifen  to  the  Englifh  nation 
from  that  pernicious  monofyllable ;  that  it  had 
bred  the  moft  fatal  quarrels  between  the  deareft 
friends  J  that  it  had  frequently  thinned  the 
guards,  and  made  great  havock  in  the  arrhy  ; 
that  it  had  fometimes  weakened  the  city  trained- 
bands  J  and,  in  a  word,  had  deftroyed  many  of 
the  braveft  men  in  the  ifle  of  Great-Britain.  For 
the  prevention  of  which  evils  for  the  future,  he 
inftrucled  the  Jury  to  prefent  the  worditjelfz^  a 
nuifance  in  the  Englifli  tongue;  and  further 
promifed  them,  that  he  would,  upon  fuch  their 
preferment,  publifli  an  editl  of  the  court,  for 
the  entire  banifhment  and  exclufion  of  it  out  of 
the  difcourfes  and  converfation  of  all  civil  fo- 
cieties. 

This  is  a  true  copy.     Charlfs  Lillie, 

'*  Monday  next  is  fet  apart  for  the  trial  of 
*'  feveral  feniale  caufes. 

*'  N.  B.  The  cafe  of  the  Hafibck  will  come 
?'  on  between  the  hours  of  nine  ^nd  ten  -." 

*  See  Tat.  N**  259. 
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N°  257.  Thurfday,  November  30,  1710. 
ADDISON  AND  STEELE*. 


In  nova  fert  animus  mutatas  dicer e  formas 
Corpora :  Dii,  cc^tisy  nam  vos  mutdftis  et  illaSy 
AJprate  meisl Ovid.  Met.  i.  i. 

Of  bodies  chahg'd  to  various  forms  I  fing. 
Ye  gods  from  whom  thefe  miracles  did  fpring, 
Afiift  riie  in  this  arduous  taik ! 

From  my  own  Apartment,  November  29, 

EVERY  nation  is  diftinguifhed  by  produc- 
tions that  are  peculiar  to  it.  Great-Bri- 
tain is  particularly  fruitful  in  RehgiotiSy  that 
ihoot  up  and  flourifh  in  this  climate  more  than 
in  any  other.  We  are  fo  famous  abroad  for  our 
great  variety  of  Seels  and  Opinions,  that  an  inge- 
nious friend  of  mine,  who  is  lately  returned  from 
his  travels,  afTures  me,  there  is  a  (how  at  this 
time  carried  up  and  down  in  Germany,  which 

*  This  Paper  is  afcribed  to  Addison  fi«/y,  in  the  tran- 
script of  the  MS.  notes  of  C.  Byron,  efq.  mentioned  N^  74, 
vote.  It  appears,  however,  to  have  been  the  joint  produc- 
tion of  Addison  and  STEEtE,  and  ^o  h^ve  been  fo  marked 
in  the  Ujl  delivered  by  Steele  to  Mr.  Tickell,  who  has 
re-printed  it,  and  acknowledged  that  Sir  Richard  affifted 
in  it.  See  Addison's  "  Works,  410,  Balkerville*s  edit, 
vol.  II.  p.  353. 
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reprefents  all  the  Religions  of  Great  Britain  in 
wax-work.  Notwithftanding  that  the  pliancy 
of  the  matter,  in  which  the  images  are  wrought, 
makes  it  capable  of  being  moulded  into  all 
fliapes  and  figures  ;  my  friend  tells  me,  that  he 
did  not  think  it  poffible  for  it  to  be  twifted  and 
tortured  into  fo  many  fcrewed  faces,  and  wry 
features,  as  appeared  in  feveral  of  the  figures 
that  compofed  the  fliow.  I  was  indeed  fo  plea- 
fed  with  the  defign  of  the  German  Artift,  that  I 
begged  my  friend  to  give  me  an  account  of  it 
in  all  its  particulars,  which  be  did  after  the 
following  manner : 

"  I  have  often,"  fays  be,  "  been  prefent  at 
«*  a  fliow  of  elephants,  camels,  dromedaries, 
«*  and  other  ftrange  creatures,  but  I  never  faw 
**  fo  great  an  afl'embly  of  fpeftators  as  were 
*'  met  together  at  the  opening  of  this  great 
**  piece  of  wax-work.  We  were  all  placed  in 
**  a  large  hall,  according  to  the  price  that  we 
**  had  paid  for  our  feats.  The  curtain  that 
*^  hung  before  the  fhow  was  made  by  a  mafter 
**  of  tapeftry,  who  had  woven  it  in  the  figure  of 
**  a  monftrous  Hydra  that  had  feveral  heads, 
**  which  brandifhed  out  their  tongues,  and 
'*  feemed  to  hifs  at  each  other.  Some  of  thefe 
"  heads  were  large  and  entire ;  and  where  any 
**  of  them  had  been  lopped  away,  there  fprout* 
**  ed  up  feveral  in  the  room  of  them;  info- 
"  much,  that  for  one  head  cut  off,  a  man  might 
<*  fee  ten,  twenty,  or  an  hundred,  of  a  fmaller 
*'  fize,  creeping  through  the  wound.  In  fiiort, 

'*  the 
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*•  the  whole  picture  was  nothing  but  confu- 
"  fion  and  blood-fhed.  On  a  fudden,"  fays 
**  my  friend,  *'  I  was  ftartled  with  a  flourifh 
*'  of  many  mufical  inftruments  that  I  had  never 
*'  heard  before,  which  was  followed  by  a  (hort 
"  tune,  if  it  might  be  fo  called,  wholly  made 
*•  up  of  jars  and  difcords.  Among  the  reft, 
•'  there  was  an  organ,  a  bagpipe,  a  groaning 
"  board^ ^  a  ftentorophontic  trumpet,  with  fe- 
*'  veral  wind  inftruments  of  a  moft  difagree- 
*^  able  found,  which  I  do  not  fo  much  as  know 
*«  the  names  of.  After  a  ftiort  flourifli,  the 
*^  curtain  was  drawn  up,  and  we  were  prefented 
"  with  the  moft  extraordinary  aflembly  of 
*'  figures  that  ever  entered  into  a  man's  ima- 
**  gination.  The  defign  of  the  workman  was 
*'  fo  well  expreffed  in  the  dumb  fliow  before 
*'  us,  that  it  was  not  hard  for  an  Engliftiman: 
"  to  comprehend  the  meaning  of  it. 

"  The  principal  figures  were  placed  in  a  row, 
**  confifting  of  feven  perfons.  The  middle 
*'  figure,  which  immediately  attracted  the  eyes 
"  of  the  whole  company,  and  was  much  bigger 


*  "  At  the  fign  of  the  Woolfack  in  Newgate  Market, 
**  is  to  be  feen  a  flrange  and  wonderful  thing,  which  is, 
'*  an  ^/;w-i30ARD  ;  being  touched  with  a  hot  iron,  it  does 
'*  exprefs  itfelf,  as  if  it  were  a  man  dying  with  groans 
*'  and  trembling,  to  the  great  admiration  of  all  hearers. 
**  It  hath  been  prefented  before  the  king  and  his  nobles, 
♦'  and  hath  given  great  fatisfa(3^ion."  An  advertifement 
in  1682,  at  the  top  of  which  are  the  king's  arms,  and  C.  R. 
Sloan.  MSS.  410,  958.  Brit.  Mufeunu 

''  than 
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*'  than  the  reft,  was  formed  like  a  matron, 
*'  drefied  in  the  habit  of  an  elderly  woman  of 
"  quality  in  Qiieen  Elizabeth's  days.  The 
**  moft  remarkable  parts  of  her  drefs  were,  the 
**  beaver  with  the  fteeple  crown,  the  fcarf  that 
*'  was  darker  than  fable,  and  the  lawn  apron 
**  that  was  whiter  than  ermin,  Her  gown  was 
"  of  the  richeft  black  velvet;  and  juft  upon 
"  her  heart  lludded  with  large  diamonds  of 
**  an  ineftimable  value,  difpofed  in  the  form 
"  of  a  crofs.  She  bore  an  inexpreffible  chear- 
*'  fulnefs  and  dignity  in  her  afpeft ;  and  tho* 
"  fhe  feemed  in  years,  appeared  with  fo 
"  much  fpirit  and  vivacity,  as  gave  her  at 
"  the  fame  time  an  air  of  old  age  and  im- 
^'  mortality.  I  found  my  heart  touched  with 
**  fo  much  love  and  reverence  at  the  fight  of 
**  her,  that  the  tears  ran  down  my  face  as  I 
*'  looked  upon  her ;  and  ftill  the  more  I  looked 
*'  upon  her,  the  more  my  heart  was  melted 
*'  with  the  fentiments  of  filial  tendernefs  and 
*'  duty.  I  difcovered  every  moment  fomething 
*'  fo  charming  in  this  figure,  that  I  could 
'*  fcarce  take  my  eyes  ofi^  it.  On  its  right- 
*'  hand  there  fat  the  figure  of  a  woman  fo  co- 
**  vered  with  ornaments,  that  her  face,  her 
'*  body,  and  her  hands,  were  almoft  entirely 
*'  hid  under  them.  The  little  you  could  fee 
"  of  her  face  was  painted  ;  andwhat  I  thought 
'*  very  odd,  had  fomething  in  it  like  artificial 
''  wrinkles;  but  I  was  the  lefs  furprized  at  it, 
"  when  I  faw  upon  her  forehead  an  old  fa- 

fhioned 
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**  fhioned  tower  of  gray-hairs.  Her  head  drefo 
"  rofe  very  high  by  three  feveral  ftories  or  de- 
*'  grees  ;  her  garments  had  a  thoufand  colours 
**  in  them,  and  were  embroidered  with  croffes 
*' in  gold,  filver,  and  filk.  She  had  nothing 
*'  on,  fo  much  as  a  glove  or  a  flipper,  which 
**  was  not  marked  with  this  figure ;  nay,  i'o 
•'  fuperftitioufly  fond  did  (he  appear  of  it,  that 
*'  fhe  fat  crofs-legged.  I  was  quickly  fick  of 
*'  this  tawdry  compofition  of  ribbands,  filks, 
**  and  jewels,  and  therefore  caft  my  eye  on  a 
*'  dame  which  was  juft  the  reverfe  of  it.  I  need 
"  not  tell  my  reader,  that  the  lady  before  de- 
**  fcribed  was  Popery,  or  that  fhe  I  am  going 
**  to  defcribe  is  Prefoytery.  She  fat  on  the  left- 
"  hand  of  the  venerable  matron,  and  fo  much 
**  refembled  her  in  the  features  of  her  counte- 
'*  nance,  that  (he  feemed  her  fifter ;  but  at  the 
**  fame  time  that  one  obferved  a  likenefs  in  her 
**  beauty,  one  could  not  but  take  notice,  that 
•'  there  was  fomething  in  it  fickly  and  fplenetic. 
**  Her  face  had  enough  to  diicover  the  relation ; 
**  but  it  was  drawn  up  into  a  peevifh  figure, 
**  foured  with  difcontent,  and  overcaft  with 
*'  melancholy.  She  feemed  offended  at  the 
"  matron  for  the  Ihape  of  her  hat,  as  too 
•'  much  refembling  the  triple  coronet  of  the 
•*  perfon  who  fat  by  her.  One  might  feelike^ 
**  wife,  that  fliedifl'ented  from  the  white  apron 
**  and  the  crofs ;  for  which  reafon  (he  had 
**  made  herfelf  a  plain  homely  dowdy,  and 
«  turned  her  face  towards  the  Sedtaries  that 

fat 
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**  fat  on  her  left-Tiand,  as  being  afraid  of  look- 
•'  ing  upon  the  matron,  left  j[he  fhould  fee  the 
"harlot  by  her. 

"  On  the  right,  hand  of  Popery  fat  Judaifm, 
**  reprefented  by  an  old  man  embroidered  with 
*'  pbyhi'5ieries  *,  and  diftingiiifhed  by  many  ty- 
*'  pical  figures,  which  I  had  not  (kill  enough  to 
'*  unriddle.  He  was  placed  among  the  rubbilh 
*'  of  a  temple  ;  but,  inftead  of  weeping  over 
**  it,  which  1  fliould  have  expefted  from  him, 
*'  he  was  counting  out  a  bag  of  money  upon 
*'  the  ruins  of  it. 

''  On  his  right-hand  was  Deifm,  or  Natural 
"  Religion.  This  was  a  figure  of  an  half-naked 
'*  aukward  country  wench,  who,  with  proper 
*'  ornaments  and  education,  would  have  made 
"  an  agreeable  and  beautiful  appearance  ;  but, 
**  for  want  of  thofe  advantages,  was  fuch  a 
*'  fpedacle  as  a  man  would  blufh  to  look  upon. 

*'  I  have  now,"  continued  my  friend,  *'  given. 
*'  you  an  account  of  thofe  who  were  placed  on 
**  the  right-hand  of  the  matron,  and  who,  ac- 
*'  cording  to  the  order  in  which  they  fat,  w^re 
*'  Deifm,  Judaifm,  and  Popery.  On  the  left- 
*'  hand,  as  1  told  you,  appeared  Prefbytery. 
'*  The  next  to  her  was  a  figure  which  fome- 
*'  what  puzzled  me  :  it  was  that  of  a  man  look- 
*^  ing,  with  horror  in  his  eyes,  upon  a  filver 
*'  bafon  filled  with  water.  Obferving  fomething 
"  in  his  countenance  that  looked  like  lunacy,  1 
*'  fancied  at  firft,  that  he  was  to  exprefs  that^ 
*'  kind  of  diftraction  which  the  phyficians  call 

*  Scrips  of  parchment  containing  fentences  of  the  Law. 

Vol.  iV.  K  k  "  the 
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"  the  hydrophobia  \  bat  confidering  what  the 
*'  in  tentionof  the  (how  was,  1  immediately  re- 
*'  collefled  myfelf,  and  concluded  it  to  be  Ana- 
*'  baptifm. 

'*  The  next  figure  was  a  man  that  fat  under 
**  a  moft  profound  compofure  of  mind.     He 
**  wore  an  hat  whofe  brims  were  exadly  parallel 
.**  with  the  horizon.     His  garment  had  neither 
**  fleeve  nor  fkirt,  nor  fo  much  as  a  fuperfluous 
"  button.     What  they  called  his  cravat,  was  a 
**  little  piece  of  white  linen  quilled  with  great 
"  exa6tnefs,  and  hanging  below  his  chin  about 
**  two  inches.     Seeing  a  book  in   his  hand,  I 
**  afked  our  artift  what   it  was ;  who  told  me 
*'  it  was  *  The  Quaker's  Religion  ;'  upon  which 
*'  I  defired  a  fight  of  it.     Upon  perufal,  1  found 
"  it  to  be  nothing  but  a  new-fafliioned  gram- 
*'  mar,  or  an  art   of  abridging  ordinary  dif- 
**  courfe.     The  nouns  were  reduced  to  a  very 
"  fmall  number,  as  the  Light,  Friend^  Babylon. 
•  *'  The  principal  of  his  pronouns  was  thou  ;  and 
**  as  for  you,  ye,  and  yours  1  found  they   were 
*«  not  looked   upon  as  parts  of  fpeech   in  this 
**  grammar.     All  the  verbs  wanted  the  fecond 
**  perfon   plural ;  the  participles  ended  all  in 
**  ing  or  cd,  which  were  marked  with  a  parti- 
•*  cular  accent.     There  were  no  adverbs  befides 
•  ^^  yea  and  nay.     The  fame  thrift  was  obferved 
•*  in  the  prepofitions.     The  conjunctions  were 
**  only  hem  I    and  ha  I  and    the    interjeftions 
**  brought  under  the  three  heads  oifghing,  fob- 
^*  bing^  and  groanijig, 

*'  There 
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f*  There  was  at  the  end  of  the  grammar  a 
^\  little  nomenclature,  called,  *  The  Chriftian 
*'  Man's  Vocabulary/  which  gave  new  appella- 
**  tions,  or  if  you  will,  Chriftian  names,  to  al- 
*'  moft  every  thing  in  life.  I  replaced  the  book 
**  in  the  hand  of  the  figure,  not  without  ad- 
*/  miring  the  fimplicity  of  its  garb,  fpeech,  and 
*'  behaviour. 

*'  Juft  oppofite  to  this  row  of  Religions,  there 
*'  was  a  ftatue  dreffed  in  a  fool's  coat,  with  a 
"  cap  of  bells  upon  his  head,  laughing  and 
*^  pointing  at  the  figures  thatftood  before  him, 
♦/  This  ideot  is.fuppofed  to  fay  in  his  heart 
'*  what  David's  fool  did  fome  thoufands  of 
**  years  ago,  and  was  therefore  defigned  as  a 
*'  proper I'eprefentative  of  thofe  among  us,  who 
^'  are  called  Atheifts  and  Infidels  by  others,  and 
**  Free-thinkers  by  themfelves. 

"  There  were  many  other  groupes  of  figures 
**  which  I  did  not  know  the  meaninr:^  of;  but 
^*  feeing  a  collection  of  both  fexes  turning  their 
*'  backs  upon  the  company,  and  laying  their 
^'  heads  very  clofe  together,  I  enquired  after 
^'  their  Religion,  and  found  that  they  called 
*'  themfelves  the  Philadelphians,  or  the  family 
^'  of  love*. 

**  111 


*  In  the  Britlfh  MuTeum,  among  the  fugitive  Papers  in 
Bngford's  ColU£lion,  there  are  three  relative  to  the  Phila- 
<ielphians.  i.  A  half-fheet  well  printed  on  both  fides,  and 
intituled,  "  'T'he  Proteftation  of  the  Philadelphian  Society, 
**  with  a  Declaration  or  the  Reafons  and  Grounds  for  their 
K  k  2  finifhina: 
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"  In  the  oppofite  corner  there  fat  another 
**  little  congregation  of  ftrange  figures,  opening 
*'  their  mouths  4s  wide  as  they  could  gape,  and 
*'  diftinguiflied  by  the  title  of  the  Sweet  Singers 
*'  of  Israel. 

"  I  muit  not  omit,  that  in  this  afTembly  of 
"  wax  there  were  feveral  pieces  that  moved  by 
"  clock-work,  and  gave  great  fatisfadion  to 
"  the  fpe6lators.  Behind  the  matron  there 
**  flood  one  of  thefe  figures,  and  behind  Popery 
*'  another,  which  as  the  artift  told  us,  were 
"  each  of  them  the  genius  of  the  perfon  they 
*'  attended.  That  behind  Popery  reprefented 
**  Perfecution,  and  the  other  Moderation.  The 
"  firft  of  thefe  moved  by  fecret  fprings  towards 
"  a  great  heap  of  dead  bodies,  that  lay  piled 
*^  ijpon  one  another  at  a  confiderable  diftance 
**  behind  the  principal  figures.  There  were 
*'  written  on  the  foreheads  of  thefe  dead  men 
"  feveral  hard  words,  as  Pra-Jdamites  *,  6"^- 
"  bafarians,  Camaronians,  Mugglctonians,  Bro^wn- 
^^  ifisy  IndependantSy  MafoniteSy  CamifarSy  and 
**  the  like.  At  the  appioach  of  Perfecution, 
*^  it  was  fo  contrived,  that,  as  Ihe  held  up  her 

*'  finlftiing  at  this  time  their  firft  teftlmony."  •  Given  at 
Hoxton,  June  13,  1703,  the  third  Sunday  attcr  Trinity.  2* 
ahalfftieet,  intituled,  ''An  Elegy  on  the  Philadelphian 
*'  Society,  with  the  falfe  Oracles,  laft  Speech,  and  Con- 
*'  feflion."  3.  A  full-printed  fheet,  called,  *' The  Coun- 
*'  terpart  of  the  Elegy,  in  Anfwer  to  Scoffers.*'  Dated 
1703.      Harl.  Cat.  5946. 

♦  Tat.  N*?  69,  N*  256,  and  Nou, 

^  *J  bloody 
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*'  bloody  flag,  the  whole  afTembly  of  dead  men, 
"  like  thoie  in  the  '  Rehearfal/  flarted  up  and 
"  drew  their  fwords.  This  was  followed  by 
"  great  clafhings  and  noife,  when,  in  the 
**  midft  of  the  tumult,  the  figure  of  Modera- 
*'  tion  moved  gently  towards  this  new  army> 
"  which,  upon  her  holding  up  a  paper  in  her 
*'  hand,  infcribed,  '  Liberty  of  Confcience/ 
"  immediately  fell  into  a  heap  of  carcafles,  re- 
"  maining  in  the  fame  quiet  pofture  in  which 
**  they  lay  at  firft." 


N**  258.     Saturday,  December  2,  1710. 
STEELE,    SWIFT,    PRIOR,    ROWE,   &c. 

Ocddit  miferos  cramhe  repetita —       Juv.  Sat.  vii.  154, 

The  fame  flale  viands,  ferv'd  up  o'er  and  o'er. 
The  ftomach  naufeates R.  Wynne. 

From  my  own  Apartment,  December  i. 

WHEN  a  man  keeps  a  conftant  table,  he 
may  be  allowed  fometimes  to  ferve  up 
a  cold  difli  of  meat,  or  tofs  up  the  fragments 
of  a  feaft  in  a  ragoik.  I  have  fometimes,  in  a 
fcarcity  of  provifions,  been  obliged  to  take  the 
fame  kind  of  liberty,  and  to  entertain  my  rea- 
ctor with  the  leavings  of  a  former  treat.    I  muft 

li  k  3  this 
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this  day  have  recourfe  to  the  fame  method, 
and  beg  my  guefts  to  fit  down  to  a  kind  of  ^a- 
turday's  diniicr.  To  let  the  metaphor  reft  ; 
1  intend  to  fill  up  this  Paper  with  a  bundle  of 
letters,  relating  to  fubjeits  on  which  I  have 
formerly  treated ;  and  have  ordered  my  book- 
feller  to  print,  at  the  end  of  each  letter,  the 
minutes  with  which  1  indorfed  it,  after  the 
firft  perufal  of  it. 

"  To  Isaac  Bickerstaff,  Efquire. 
**  S  I  K,  Nov.  22,  17 10. 

'^  Dining  yefterday  with  Mr.  South  British 
**  and  Mr.  William  North-Briton,  two 
**  gentlemen,  who  before  you  ordered  it  other- 
*'  wife,  were  known  by  the  names  of  Mr. 
*'  English,  and  Mr.  William  Scot  :  among 
**  other  things,  the  maid  ofthehoufe,  who  in 
'*  her  time  I  believe  may  have  been  a  North- 
*' Britifii  warming-pan,  brought  us  up  a  difli 
"  of  Nbrth-Britifh  collops.  We  liked  our  en- 
*'  tertainment very  well;  only  we  obfervedthe 
**  table-cloth,  being  not  fo  fine  as  we  could 
*'  have  wiflied,  Vv^as  North-Britilh  cloth.  But 
"  the  worft  of  it  was,  we  were  difturbed  all 
**  dinner-time  by  the  noife  of  the  children,  who 
**  were  playing  in  the  paved  court  at  North- 
'*  Britifh  hoppers;  fo  we  paid  our  North-Bri- 
*' ton  ^  fooner  than  we  defigned,  and  took 
**  coach  to  North-Briton  Yard-f,  about  which 
*'  place  moft  of  us  live.  We  had  indeed  gone 
"  a- foot,  only  we  were  under  fome  apprehen- 

*  Scoti  i.  e.  {hare  of  the  reckoning, 
t  Scotland  Yard, 

**  fions 


N'258.        THE    TATLER.  5Q3 

*'  fions  left  a  North-Britifli  mift  fliould  wet  a 
"  South-Biitifh  man  to  the  Ikin. 

*'  We  think  this  matter  properly  exprefled, 
**  according  to  the  accuracy  of  the  new  ftyle, 
**  fettled  by  you  in  one  of  your  late  Papers. 
^'  You  will  pleafe  to  give  your  opinion  upon  it 
**  to,  Sir,  your  moft  humbje  fervants,  *'  J.  S. 

See  if  this  letter  be  conformable  to  the  direc- 
tions given  in  the  Tatler  abovementioned. 
"To  Isaac  Bickerstaff,  Efquire. 

**  Sir,  Kent,  Nov.  22,  1710; 

"  A  gentleman  in  my  neighbourhood,  who 
^^  happens  to  be  brother  to  a  lord,  though  nei- 
*'  ther  his  father  nor  grandfather  were  fo,  is 
*'  perpetually  making  ufe  of  this  phrafe,  *  a 
**  perfon  of  my  quality/  He  has  it  in  his  mouth 
"  fifty  times  a-day,  to  his  labourers,  his  fer- 
"  vants,  his  children,  his  tenants,  and  his 
*'  neighbours.  Wet  or  dry,  at  home  or  abroad, 
'*  drunk  or  fober,  angry  or  pleafed,  it  is  the 
^'  conftant  burden  of  his  ftyle.     Sir,  as  you  are 

*  "  Steele,  the  ro,gue,  has  done  the  impudenteft  thing 
"  in  the  world  ;  he  faid  fomething  in  a  Tatler,  that  we 
*'  ought  to  ufe  the  word  Great-Britain,  and  not  England, 
**  in  common  converfation  ;  as,  the  fineji  lady  in  Great- 
*'  Britain,  &c.  Upon  this  Rowe,  Prior,  and  J,  Tent  him 
*«  a  letter,  turning  this  into  ridicule.  He  has  to-day  print- 
<'  ed  the  letter,  and  figned  it  J  S.  M.  P.  and  N.  p.^,  the 
*'  firft  letters  of  all  our  names.  Congreve  told  me  to-day, 
*'  he  fmoakt  it  immediately."  Swift's  "  Works,"  cr.  8vo. 
vol.  XXII  p.  QO  Date,  Dec.  2,  1710.  See  T AT.  N**  241, 
J^ei.  figned  Sc:tQ  Britamius. 

'  .  K  k  4  y  Cenfor 
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*'  Cenfor  of  Great-Britain,  as  you  value  the 
''  repofe  of  a  loyal  county,  and  the  reputation 
"  of  my  neighbour,  I  beg  you  will  take  this 
",cruel  grievance  into  your  confideration;  elfe, 
'*  for  my  own  particular,  I  am  refolved  to  give 
*^  up  my  farms,  fell  my  flock,  and  remove  with 
*'  my  wife  and  feven  children  next  fpring  to 
"  Falmouth  or  Berwick>  if  my  ftrength  will 
*'  permit  me,  being  brought  into  a  very  weak 
*'  condition.  I  am,  with  great  refpeft,  Sir, 
*'  your  moft  obedient  and  languiftiing  fervant, 
**  &c." 
Let  this  be  referred  to  the  Court  of  Honour. 

**  Mr.  BiCKERSTAFF, 

"  I  am  a  young  lady  of  a  good  fortune,  and 
"  at  prefent  invefted  by  feveral  lovers,  who  lay 
**  clofe  fiege  to  me,  and  carry  on  their  attacks 
**  with  all  poffible  diligence.  I  know  which  of 
*'  them  has  the  firft  place  in  my  own  heart,  but 
*'  would  freely  crofs  my  private  inclinations-to 
*'  make  choice  of  the  man  who  loves  me  heft  ; 
"  which  it  is  impoffible  for  me  to  know,  all  of 
*'  them  pretending  to  an  equal  paflion  for  me. 
**  Let  me  therefore  beg  of  you,  dear  Mr.  Bick- 
*'  ERSTAFF,  to  lend  me  your  Ithuriel's 
'*  Spear  ^,  in  order  to  touch  this  troop  of  ri- 
"  vals  ;  after  which  I  will  moft  faithfully  re- 
*'  turn  it  to  you  again,  with  the  greateft  grati- 
[[  tude.     1  am,  Sir,  &c." 

«  See  N*'  237. 

Query  i. 
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Query  i.  What  figure  doth  this  Lady  think 
her  Lover  will  appear  in  ?  Or  what  fymptoms 
will  he  betray  of  his  paffion  upon  being  touched  ? 

2.  Whether  a  touch  of  her  fan  may  not  have 
the  fame  efficacy  as  a  touch  of  Ithuriel's 
fpear  ? 

"   Honoured   Sir,      Great  Lincola's-Inn  square,  Nov.  29. 

"  Gratitude  obliges  me  to  make  this  public 
*'  acknowledgement  of  the  eminent  fervice  you 
*'  have  done  myfelf  in  particular,  and  the  whole 
*«  body  of  Chaplains,  I  hope,  in  general  *. 
*•  Coming  home  on  Sunday  about  dinner-time, 
**  I  found  things  ftrangely  altered  for  the  bet- 
*'  ter ;  the  porter  fmiled  in  my  face  when  he  let 
<*  me  in,  the  footman  bowed  to  me  as  I  pafTed 
**  him,  the  fteward  fhook  me  by  the  hand,  and 
"  Mrs.  Beatrice  dropped  me  a  courtefy  as  flie 
f'  went  along.  I  was  furprizedat  all  this  civi- 
"  lity,  and  knew  not  to  what  I  might  afcribe  it, 
**  except  to  my  bright  beaver  and  fhining  fcarf, 
*'  that  were  new  that  day.  But  I  was  ftill  more 
^'  aftonifhed  to  find  fuch  an  agreeable  change 
«'  at  the  Table.  My  Lord  helped  me  to  a  fat 
^'  flice  of  venifon  with  his  own  hand,  and  my 
*'  Lady  did  me  the  honour  to  drink  to  me.  I 
*'  offered  to  rife  at  my  ufual  time  ;  but  was  de- 
*'  fired  to  fit  ftill,  with  this  kind  exprefiion, 
Come  Do6tor,  a  jelly  or  a  conferve  will  do 
*  you  no  harm  5  do  not  be  afraid  of  the  de- 

*SecNr255. 

*'  fert/ 
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•'  fert/  I  was  fo  confounded  with  the  favour, 
**  that  I  returned  my  thanks  in  a  moft  aukward 
**  manner,  wondering  what  was  the  meaning 
•'  of  this  total  transformation;  but  my  lord 
*'  foon  put  an  end  to  my  admiration,  by  fhew- 
•'  ing  me  a  Paper  that  challenged  you  Sir,  fo^ 
*'  its  author  ;  and  rallied  me  very  agreeably  on 
*^  the  fubjedt,  afl<;ing  me  *  Which  was  beft 
•*  handled,  the  Lord  or  his  Chaplain  ?'  I  owne4 
*'  myfelf  to  think  the  banter  iharpeft  againft 
•*  ourfelves,  and  that  thefe  were  tiifling  mat- 
**  ters,  not  fit  for  a  Philofopher  to  infift  on. 
"  His  Lordfhip  was  in  fo  good  a  humour,  that 
•*  he  ordered  me  to  return  his  thanks  with  my 
"  own  ;  and  my  Lady  joins  in  the  fame,  with 
**  this  one  exception  to  your  Paper,  that  the 
•*  Chaplain  in  her  family  was  always  allowed 
•'  minced  pies  from  AUhallows  to  Candlemas. 
f'  I  am  Sir,  your  moft  obliged,  humble  fervant, 

"  T,  W," 
Requires  no  anfwer. 

*'  Mr.  Cfnsor,  Oxford,  Nov.  27. 

*'  I  have  read  your  account  of  Nova  Zemi/a^ 
"  with  great  pleafure,  and  have  ordered  it  to 
**  be  tranfcribed  in  a  little  hand,  and  inferted 
"  in  Mr.  Tonson's  late  edition  of  Hudibras. 
*'  I  could  wifli  you  would  fqrnifli  us  with  moi*e 
•*  notes  upon  that  author,  to  fill  up  the  place 
^'  of  thofe  dull  annotations  with  which  fevera^ 

*  See  Tat*  N*  254i  and  nstes, 

<'  edition? 
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"  editions  of  that  book  have  been  incumbered. 
*'  1  would  particularly  defire  of  you  to  give  the 
*.*  world  the  ilory  of  Taliacotiu§*,  whp 
*'  makes  a  very  eminent  figure  in  the  firft  Can- 
*'  to;  xiot  having  beeu  able  to  meet  with  any 
**  account  of  the  faid  Taliacotius  in  the 
*'  writings  of  any  other  author.  I  am,  with 
V'  the  nioft  profound  refpedt,  the  moft  humble 
"  of  your  admirers,  Q,  Z. 

To  be  arifwered 'next  Thurfday,  if  nothing 

more  material  intervenes.  - 

I  -  •  ••  ■ 

''  Mr.  Censor, 
*'  In  your  furvey  of  the  people,  you  fmufl: 
**  have  obferved  crowds  of  fingle  perfons  that 
**  are  qualified  to  increafe  the  fubjefts  of  this 
"  glorious  ifland,  and  yet  negleft  that  duty  to 
"  their  country.  In  order  to  reclaim  fuch  per- 
"  fons,  I  lay  before  you  this  propofal, 

*'  Your  moft  obedient  fervant,  Th.  CL.-f-'' 
This  to  be  confidered  on  Saturday  next. 

*  See  Tat.  N«  260,  and  notes.  Edit.  1786,  Cr.  8vo. 
6  Vols.  Note  on  Gafpar  Taliacotius,  a  Profeffor  of 
Phyfic  and  Surgery  at  Bononia,  author  of  a  curious  book 
printed  at  Venice  in  folio^  1597?  entitled  Ds  Curtorutn 
Chirurgia  per  Inritionem,  and  reprinted  at  Franckfort  the 
following  year  in  8vo.  For  a  more  particular  account  of 
Jiim  and  it  vide  ut  fupra. 

t  Thomas  Clement.  See  N''  261. 
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N*259,    Tuefday,  December  5,  1710. 
ADDISON  AND  STEELE*. 

Vexat  cenfura  columhas.  Juv.  Sat.  ii.  6^^ 

Cenfure  acquits  the  Crow,  condemns  the  Dove. 

Anon, 

A  Continuation  of  the  Journal  of  the  Court  of 
Honour,  held  in  Sheer-lane^  on  Monday  the 
twenty-feventh  of  No^'cember^  before  Isaac 
BicKERSTAFF,  Efq.  Ccnfov  of  Great- Bn tain. 

ELIZABETH  MAKEBATE,ofthepar;ni 
of  St.  Catharine*s,  Spinfter,  was  indiftcd 
for  furreptitioufly  taking  away  the  hafibck  from 
under  the  lady  Grave-Airs,  between  the  hours 
of  four  and  five,  on  Sunday  the  26th  of  Novem-^ 
ber.  The  profecutor  depofed,  *'  that  as  fhe 
♦*  flood  up  to  make  a  courtefy  to  a  perfon  of 
**  quality  in  a  neighbouring  pew,  the  criminal 

*  This  Paper  is  afcribed  to  Apdison  and  Steele  in  the 
tranfcript  from  the  MS.  notes  of  C.  Byron,  efq.  mentioned 
N"  74,  note,.  It  Teems  to  have  been  marked  as  their  joint- 
produdion  in  the  ///?  delivered  by  Steele  to  Mr.  Tickell, 
for  it  is  re-printed  in  Addison's  "  Works,"  4to,  vol.  il. 
P'  357  5  wi^^  2n  acknowledgement,  that  "  Sir  Richar4 
Steele  aflifted  in  it," 

^'  conveye4 


cc 
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"  conveyed  away  the  haflbckby  ftealth  ;  info- 
^'  much,  that  the  profecutor  was  obliged  to  fit 
all  the  while  (he  was  at  church,  or  to  fay  her 
prayers  in  a  pofture  that  did  not  become  a 
woman  of  her  quality."  The  prifoner  pleaded 
inadvertency;  and  ths  jury  were  going  to  bring 
it  in  Chance 'Medley^  had  not  feveral  witnefles 
been  produced  againft  the  faid    Elizabeth 
Makebate,  that  (he  was  an  old  offender,  and  a 
woman  of  a  bad  reputation.  It  appeared  in  par- 
ticular, that,  on  the  Sunday  before,  fhe  had  de- 
traded  from  a  new  Petticoat  of  Mrs.  Marf 
DosnTTLE,  having  faid,  in  the  hearing  of  fe- 
veral credible  witnefles,  '*  that  the  faid  Petticoat 
*^  was  fcoured,"  to  the  great  grief  and  detri- 
ment of  the  faid  Mary  Doelittle.     There 
were  likewife  many  evidences  produced  againfl: 
the  criminal,  that  though  (he  never  failed  to 
come  to  church  on  Sunday,  (he  was  a  moft  no- 
torious fabbath-breaker  ;  and  that  fhe  fpent  her 
whole  time,   during  divine  fervice,  in  difpara- 
ging  other  people's  cloaths,  and  whifpering  to 
thofe  who  fat  next  her.     Upon  the  whole,  fhe 
was  found  guilty  of  the  indi6lment,  and  re- 
ceived fentence  **  to  afk  pardon  of  the  profecu- 
**  tor   upon    her  bare   knees,  without  either 
"  cufliion  or  haflbck  under  her,  in  the  face  of 
"  the  Court r 

N.  B,  As  foon  as  the  fentence  was  executed 
on  the  criminal,  which  was  done  in  open  Court 
with  the  utmoft  feverity,  the  firft  Lady  of  the 

Bench 
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Bench  on  Mr.  Bigkeftstaff's  right-hand  flood 
up,  and  made  a  motion  to  the  Court,  "  that 
*'  whereas  it  was  impoffible  for  women  of  fa- 
•'  fhion  to  drefs  themfelves  before  the  church 
**  was  half  done;  and  whereas  many  confufions 
**  and  inconveniencies  did  arife  thereupon;  it 
**  might  be  lawful  for  them  to  fend  a  footmaa 
**  in  order  to  keep  their  places,  as  was  ufual  in, 
*'  other  polite  and  well-regulated  aflembhes/' 
The  motion  was  ordered  to  be  entered  in  the 
books,  and'Confidered  at  a  more  convenient 
time. 

Charles  Cambrick,  linen-draper,  in  the 
city  of  Weftminfter,  was  indicted  for  fpeaking- 
cbfcenely  to  the  lady  Pknelope  Touchwood. 
It  appeared,  that  the  profecutor  and  her  wo- 
man going  in  a  ftage- coach  from  London  to 
Brentford,  where  they  were  to  be  met  by  the 
lady's  own  chariot,  the  criminal  and  another 
of  his  acquaintance  travelled  with  them  in  the 
fame  coach,  at  which  time  the  prifoner  talked 
bawdy  for  the  fpace  of  three  miles  and  a  half. 
The  profecutor  alledged,  "  that  over  againft 
*'  the  Old  Fox  at  Knightibridge  he  mentioned 
*'  the  word  Ihien ;  that  at  the  further  end  of 
*'  Kenfington  he  made  ufe  of  the  term  fmock  ; 
**  and  that  before  he  came  to  Hammerfmith, 
«*  he  talked  almoft  a  quarter  of  an  hour  upon 
"  weMng'Jhifts.*'  The  profecutor's  woman 
confirmed  what  her  lady  had  faid,  and  added^ 
further,  *'  that  (he  had  never  feen  her  lady  in 
**  fo  great  a  confufion,  and  in  fuch  a  taking, 

**  as 
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*'  as  {he  was  during  the  whole  difcdurfe  of  the 
*'  criminal.'*     The  prifoner  had  little  to  fay 
for  himfelf,  but  '*  that  he  talked  only  in  his 
*'  own  trade,  and  meant  no  hurt  by  what  he 
"  faid/*    The  jury  however,  found  him  guilty, 
and  reprefented  by  their  forewoman,  that  fuck 
difcourfes  were  apt  to  fully  the  imagination ; 
and  that,  by   a  concatenation   of  ideas,   the 
word  linen  implied  many  things,  that  were  not 
proper  to  be  (Virred  up  in  the  mind  of  a  wo- 
man who  was  of  the  profecutor's  quality,  and 
therefore  gave  it  as  their  verdift,   **  that  the 
*^  linen  draper  (hould  lofe  his  tongue."     Mr, 
BicKERSTAFF    faid,  he  thought  the   profecu- 
tor's ears  were  as  much  to  blame  as  the  prifon- 
er's    tongue,  and    therefore   gave  fentcnce  as 
follows :  *'  that  they  fhould  both  be  placed 
«'  over-againft   one  another  in    the  midft  of 
*'  the  Court,  there  to  remain  for  the  fpace  of 
*'  one  quarter  of  an  hour,  during  which  time 
"  the  linen-draper  was   to  be  gagged,    and  the 
"  lady  to  hold  her  hands  clofe  upon  both  her 
*•  ears  ;*'  which  was  executed  accordingly. 

Edward  Callicoat  was  indifted  as  an  ac* 
complice  to  Charles  Cambrick,  for  that  he 
the  faid  Edward  Callicoat  did,  by  his  fi- 
lence  and  fmiles,  feem  to  approve  and  abet  the 
faid  Charles  Cambrick  in  every  thing  he  faid. 
It  appeared  that  the  prifoner  was  foreman  of 
the  fhop  to  the  aforefaid  Charles  Cambrick, 
and  by  his  poft,  obliged  to  fmile  at  every  thing 

that 
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that  the  other  (hould  be  pleafed  to  fay  :  upon 
which  he  was  acquitted. 

JosiAH  Shallow  was  indi6led  in  the  name 
i>{  Dame  Winifred,  fole  relidl:  of  Richard 
Dainty,  Efquire,  for  having  faid  feveral  times 
in  company,  and  in  the  hearing  of  feveral  per- 
fons  there  prefent,  "  that  he  was  extremely 
*'  obliged  to  the  widow  Dainty,  and  that  he 
**  fliould  never  be  able  fufficiently  to  exprefs 
**  his  gratitude."  The  profecutor  urged,  that 
this  might  blaft  her  reputation,  ^nd  that  it 
was  in  effefl  a  boafting  of  favours  which  he 
had  never  received.  The  prifoner  feemed  to 
be  much  aftonifhed  at  the  conftrudion  which 
was  put  upon  his  words,  and  faid,  **  that  he 
*'  meant  nothing  by  them,  but  that  the  wi- 
•'  dow  had  befriended  him  in  a  leafe,  and  was 
"  very  kind  to  his  younger  fifter."  The  jury 
finding  him  a  little  weak  in  his  underflanding, 
without  going  out  of  Court,  brought  in  their 
verdifl  ignoramus. 

Ursula  Goodenough  was  accufed  by  the 
lady  Betty  Wou'dbee,  for  having  faid,  that 
fhe,  the  lady  Betty  Wou*dbee,  was  painted. 
The  prifoner  brought  feveral  pcrfons  of  good 
credit  to  witnefs  to  her  reputation,  and  proved 
by  undeniable  evidences,  that  flie  was  never  at 
the  place  where  the  words  were  faid  to  have 
been  uttered.  The  Cenfor  obferving  the  be- 
haviour of  the  profecutor,  found  reafon  to  be- 
lieve, that  (he  had  indi6led  the  prifoner  for  no 
other  reafon,  but  to  make  her  complexion  be 
taken  notice  of;  which  indeed  was  very  frefh 

and 
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and  beautiful :  he  therefore  afked  the  offender, 
with  a  very  ftern  voice,  how  fhe  could  prefumt: 
to  fpread  fo  groundlefs  a  report  ?  And  whether 
Ihe  faw  any  colours  in  the  lady  Wou*dbee*s 
face  that  could  procure  credit  to  fuch  a 
falrtiood  ?  ''  Do  you  fee/'  fays  he,  any  lilies 
"  or  rofes  in  her  cheeks,  any  bloom,  any  pro- 
"  bability  ?"  The  profecutor,  not  able  to  bear 
fuch  language  any  longer,  told  him,  '*  that  he 
**  talked  like  a  blind  old  fool,  and  that  flie  was 
"  afhamed  to  have  entertained  ^ny  opinion  of 
**  his  wifdom  :"  but  (lie  was  put  to  filence,  and 
fentenced  *'  xowtiiv her  Majk^  for  five  months, 
^'  and  not  to  prefume  to  ihew  her  face  until 
**  the  town  fhould  be  empty." 

Benjamin  Buzzard  efquire,  vVas  indifted 
for  having  told  the  lady  Everbloom  at  a  pub- 
lic ball,  that  (he  looked  very  well  for  a  vvoman 
of  her  years.  The  prifoner  not  denying  the 
fa6l,  and  pei filling  before  the  court  that  he 
looked  Upon  it  as  a  compliment,  the  jury 
brought  hint  in  no?i  compos  rnentis. 

*'  The  court  then  adjourned  to  Monday  the 
^'  eleventh  inftant  -j-." 

Copia  ve'r-a .         C n  a  r  l  e  s  L j  l  l  i  e , 


**  See  N'='  19,3,  Kyteon  Masks,  f  See  W  lit. 
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N°  260.  Thurfday,  December  7,  1710. 
STEELE  AND  ADDISON*. 


Non  cukunque  datum  eft  habere  nafum,  •   Mart. 

The  nofe,  'tis  faid,  (hews  both  our  fcorn  and  pride : 
And  yet  that  feature  is  to  feme  deny'd. 

R.  Wynne. 

Fronfi  my  own  Apartment,  December  6. 

WE  have  a  very  learned  and  elaborate  dif- 
fcrtation  upon  thumbs  in  Montaign's 
Effays,  and  another  upon  ears  in  the  ''  Tale  of 
'*  a  Tub.'*  I  am  here  going  to  write  one  upon 
NOSES  -f,  having  chofen  for  my  text  the  follow- 
ing verfes  out  of  Hudibras, 

*  Th'is  Paper  is  afcribed  to  Addison  folely^  in  a  tran- 
fcript  from  the  MS.  notes  of  C.Byron,  eiq.  mentioned 
N^  74,  note.  But  it  feems  to  have  been  marked  as  the  joint- 
produdion  of  Steele  and  Addison  in  the  lift  delivered  to 
Mr.  Tickell,  who  has  re-printed  it  in  Addison's  *'  Works,** 
*'  4to.  vol.  II.  p.  360,  with  the  following  intimation  ;  Sir 
*' i^/VW^  Steele  aflifted  in  this  Paper.'*  Edit,  of  Bir- 
mingham, ut  ftdpra. 

t  "  You  are  miftaken  in  your  guefTes  about  Tatlers  : 
"  I  did  neither  write  that  on  nofts^  nor  religioriy  [N^  257]  j 
"  nor  do  i  fend  him  of  late  any  hints  at  all."  Swift's 
*'  Works,"  cr.  8vo,  vol.  XXII,  p.  123.  Dated  Jan.  i, 
1710-11.     See  NS  258,  and  «^/^. 

So 
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So  learned  Taliacotius  from 
The  brawny  part  of  porter's  bum 
Cut  fupple mental  noseSj  which 
Lafted  as  long  as  parent  breech  i 
But  when  the  date  of  nock  was  out, 
Off  droppM  iht  fympathetic  snout  *. 

Notwithftanding  that  there  is  nothing  ob- 
iTcene  in  natural  knowledge,  and  that  1  intend 
to  give  as  little  offence  as  may  be  to  readers  of 
a  well-bred  imagination;  i  muft,  for  my 
own  quiet,  defne  the  critics,  who  in  all  things 
have  been  famous  for  ^W  noses,  to  refrain 
from  the  lecture  of  this  curious  Tract.  Thefe 
gentlemen  were  formerly  marked  out  and  di- 
Itinguifhed  by  the  little  rhinoterical  nose, 
which  was  always  looked  upon  as  an  inftru- 
rnent  of  derifion  ;  and  which  they  were  ufed 
to  cock,  tofs,  or  draw  up  in  a  contemptuous 
manner,  upon  reading  the  works  of  their  in- 
genious contempotaries.  It  is  not,  therefore, 
for  this  generation  of  m.en  that  I  write  the 
prefent  tranfdflion, 

•—  Minus  aptus  ac'utis 
Nartbus  horumhom-num — — — • 
Unfit 


For  the  brifls:  petulance  of  modern  wi'. 


Francis. 


but  for  the  fake   cf  fome  of  my   philofophical 
friends  in  the  Royal  IbGciety  -f*,  who  perufc  dif- 

*  HuDiBRAS,    part  I.  canto  I.    line  281.     Grey's  edit. 
p.  24- and  ;^';,  and  note.     See   Tat.  N^*    259. 

t  See  'N°  J55  N^*  16,  N®  110,  IS"  121,  and  Notes. 
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couiTes  of  this  nature  with  a  becoming  gravity, 
and  a  defire  of  improving  by'them. 

Many  are  the  opinions  of  learaied  men  con- 
cerning the  rife  of  that  fatal  diftemper,  which 
has  always  taken  a  particular  pleafure  in  vent- 
ing its  fpight  upon  the  Nofe.  I  have  {ttn  a  lit- 
tle burkfque  poem  in  Italian,  that  gives  a  very 
pleafant  account  of  this  matter.  The  fable  of 
it  runs  thus  :  Mars  the  god  of  war,  having 
ferved  during  the  fiege  of  Naples  in  the  fhape  of 
a  French  colonel,  received  a  vifit  one  night 
from  Venus,  thegoddefs  of  love,  who  had  been 
always  his  profefled  miftrefs  and  admirer.  The 
poem  fays,  flie  came  to  him  in  the  difguife  of 
a  futtling  wench,  with  a  bottle  of  brandy  un- 
der her  arm.  Let  that  be  as  it  will,  he  mana- 
ged  matters  fo  well,  that  fhe  went  away  big 
bellied,  and  was  at  length  brought  to-bed  of 
a  little  Cupid.  This  boy,  whether  it  was  by 
reafon  of  any  bad  food  that  his  father  had  eaten 
during  the  fiege,  or  of  any  particular  malig- 
nity in  the  ftars  that  reigned  at  his  nativity, 
came  into  the  world  with  a  very  fickly  look, 
and  crazy  conftitution.  As  foon  as  he  was 
able  to  handle  his  bow,  he  made  difcoveries  of 
a  moft  perverfe  difpofition.  He  dipped  all  his 
arrows  in  poifon,  that  rotted  every  thing  they 
touched;  and,  what  was  more  particular,  aim- 
ed all  his  fhafts  at  the  Nofe,  quite  contrary  to 
the  practice  of  his  elder  brothers,  who  had 
made  a  human  heart  their  butt  in  all  countries 
and  ages.     To  break  him  of  this  roguifli  trick, 
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his  parents  put  him  to  fchool  to  Mercury, 
who  did  all  he  could  to  hinder  him  from  de- 
molifhing  the  Nofes  of  mankind  ;  but,  in  fpight 
of  education,  the  boy  continued  very  unlucky  ; 
and  though  his  malice  w^s  a  little  foftened  by 
good  inftrudtions,  he  would  very  frequently 
let  fly  an  invenomed  arrow,  and  v/ound  his 
votaries  oftener  in  the  Nofe  than  in  the  Heart. 
Thus  far  the  fable. 

I  need  not  tell  my  learned  reader,  that  Cor- 
REGGio  has  drawn  a  Cupid  taking  his  lefFoa 
from  Merccjry,  conformable  to  this  poem  -, 
nor  that  the  poem  itfelf  w^s  defigned  as  a  bur- 
iefque  upon  Fracastorius. 

it  was  a  little  after  this  fatal  fiege  of  Naples, 
that  Tali  AcoTius  *  began  to  pr^^^ife  in  a  town 

Qf 

*  Of  this  very  ingenious  man  the  annotator  has  not  been 
fo  fortunate  as  to  meet  with  any  fatisfadtory  account.  Well 
Entitled  as  he  feems  to  have  been  to  diftinc^ion  and  celebri- 
ty, fofar  as  this  writer  can  find,  there  is  no  notice  taken  of 
himbyBayle,  in  the  General,  or  in  Chaufpie's  bupple- 
inental  Dictionaries.  Dr.  Zachary  Grey  has  faid  foaie 
things  of  him  in  his  notes  on  Hudibras  \  and  there  is  men- 
tion made  of  him  in  the  Nouveau  Di£fion.  H'lji.  tome  VI. 
1779,  8vo.  a^t,  TAGJ.IACOCCI  [Gafpar]. 

There  is  but  little  to  be  learned  of  him  with  certainty 
from  either  of  thefe  accounts,  which  are  very  uncircum- 
Itantial,  and  in  one  refpeiSl  at  leaft,  contradidlory.  Ihe 
beft  way  feems  to  be,  to  ftate  them  concifely  with  fidelity, 
and  after  addmg  feme  remarks  which  a  curfory  infoe6lioii 
of  Taliacotius's  book  fuggefts,  tp  leave  the  reader  to  form 
his  own  judgement. 

"  Gafpar  Taliacotius  [fays  Dr.  Grey]  was  a  profelTor 
*^  of  phyfic  an4  furgery  at  Jiononia,  where  he  was  born  in 

LI  3  -1553 


Si8 


THE    TATLER.        N*26o. 


of  Germany,     He  was  the  firft  love-dod-or  that 
I  meet  with  in  hiftory,  and  a  greater  man  in  his 

age 

**  1553,  and  died  in  1599."  He  agrees  with  the  memo- 
rialift  of  Tagl'iacocci  in  the  French  di£lionary  abovemen- 
tioned,  that  there  is,  or  was,  a  ftatue  of  this  memorable 
man  at  Bologna,  in  the  anatomy  theatre,  holding  a  Nofem 
its  hand.  ''  Jn  a  J.atin  book  [fays  the  dodor]  called  Chirur- 
*'  g'laN'jta^  [A^<yz;j]  which  has  pafled  through  two  editions,  he 
*'  teaches  the  Art  odngrsihingnofes^  lips^  ears,  &c.  with  the 
*'  proper  inflruments  and  bandages.  Many  [he  adds]  are 
*'  of  opinion,  that  Taliacotius  never  put  his  ingenious  con- 
*'  trivanccs  in  pra6lice  ;  they  imagine  that  fuch  operations 
*'  are  too  painful  and  difficult  to  be  attempted,  and  doubt 
*'  of  the  luccefs." 

The  dodtor  goes  on  to  fay,  that  Taliacotius  was  not  fingu- 
]ar  in  his  doclrine^  or  the  only  writer  on  his  art.  *'  Ta* 
"  Uacotius  [he  fays]  proves  lib.  i.  c.  19,  that  Alexander  Bene^ 
*'  discus  and  Vejfa'ius  had  given  fome  account  of  the  fame 
*'  art  before  him,  and  that  Anihr.  Pareus  mentions  a  furgcon 
*'  who  prac1:ifed  it  much,  and  fuccefsfully."  The  dodor 
adds,  *' ourowncountryman,  Mr.  Cha.  Bernard,  ferjeant- 
*'  furgeon  to  Q^  Anne,  aflerts,  that  though  thofe  who  have 
*'  not  examined  the  hiflory,  may  be  fceptics,  there  are  in- 
*'  contefiible  proofs,  that  this  Art  was  a6iually  pradifed 
^'  with  dexterity  and  fuccefs." 

Dr.  Grey   concludes    his  note  with    an  idle  ftory   from 
Dr.    Fludd,    a   Roficrucian    phiiofopher,    related,  as    pre- 
tended,   on    unexceptionable     authority,   in    fubftance   as 
follows:     "An    Italian   nobleman  had    a  nofe    made   from 
*'  the  arm  of  a  flave,  who  foon  after  fickened  and  died.     At 
"  the  time  c/f  his  death,  a  gangrene  appeared  on  the  noble- 
*'  man's  nofe^  when   that  pan  of  it  which  belonged    to  the    . 
"  dead  man's  arm  v/as  cut   off  by  the  advice   of  phyficians, 
*'  and  the  nobjen^an   had  a  nev/   nofe  made  out  of  his  own 
^'  arm,  which  lafted  for  life."     Grey*s  "  Hudibras,"  p.  I, 
canto  I.  p.  34,  ^  feq.     The  French  writer  agrees  with  Dr. 
Grey,  in  Hating  the  birth  and  occupations  o^ Gafpar  Tag- 
LiACvJCCi  at  Bologna  j  but  he  fays  be    died   there  111553, 
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age  than  our  celebrated  doctor  Wall.  He  faw 
his  fpecies  extremely  mutilated  and  disfigured 

by 

at  the  age  of  64..  '*  He  rendered  himfelf  famous  [fays  this, 
*'  French  writer]  by  a  book  in  which  he  has  taught  the 
*' manner  of  repairing //;^  (5^t'/i?<f?j  of  nofes^  ea^Sy  -in^i  lips^  in 
"  cafes  of  mutilation  and  deformity.  A'langet  [fays  he]  be- 
*'  lieves,  that  all  Taliacotlus  has  faid  on  this  fubjetSt,  in<>e-" 
'•  nious  and  plaufible,  as  it  appears,  never  could  have  ex- 
*'  iiled  but  in  theory  ;  and  that  Taliacctlus^  never  prafiifed 
"  the  Art  of  which  he  treats."  It  is  added,  "  TallacQiiui^ 
"  however,  mentions  inftances  of  maimed  nofesy  Sec.  re- 
*'  paired  by  his  fkill.  His  treatiie  abounds  wuh  very  cu- 
**  rious  matter,  and  is  divided  into  two  hooks,  accompanied 
*'  v/it>I  figures.  It  was  printed  at  Francfort  in  8vo,  in  1598, 
*'  from  an  edition  in  foHoy  publifhed  the  preceding  year  at 
'*  Venice,  under  this  title,  De  Curtorum  Chirurgia per  Iti' 
"-*-  fitionem.  One  Verduin  [he  adds]  renewed  the  idt-as  of 
"  T.aliacotim  about  a  century  afterwards,  in  a  book,  in- 
*'  tituled,  De  nova  Artuwn  decurtandorum  Ratione,  Anift^ 
*«  1686,  8vo." 

The  reader  muft  have  perceived,  that  the  French  memo- 
rialift  fixes  the  death  of  Gafpar  Taliacotius,  at  the  age 
of  64,  to  the  very  year  in  which  Dr.  Grey  fays  he  was 
born.  It  may  help  to  fettle  this  difference  to  mention,  that 
Gafpar  Taliacotius  had  a  fon  named  Johannes  Andreas 
Taliacotius,  who  was  probably  the  editor  of  the  Vene- 
tian copy  of  his  father's  curious  book,  and  perhaps  prac 
tifed  himfelf  the  fame  Art.  He  feems  to  have  been  inferior 
to  his  father,  in  point  of  Latinity  at  lead,  if  we  are  to 
judge  by  fome  lines  of  his,  prefixed  to  that  edition. 

The  Annotator  does  not  pretend  to  determine,  to  which 
of  the  two  memorialifts  we  are  to  give  preferable  credit. 
They  agree  in  thinking  that  Taliacotius's  book  is  not  a 
chirurgical  romance;  in  which  opinion  this  Annotator 
concurs,  asevery  body  mud:  on  the  flighteft  examination. 
The  Venetian  edition  of  1597,  In  folio ^  is  now  befo-e  the 
writer,  who  dipping  into  it,  reludlantly  and  increduloufly, 
after   having   tried    in   vain   to  fave  himfelf  the   trouble, 
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by  this  new  diftemper  that  was  crept  into  it  j 
^nd  therefore,  in  purfuanceof  a  very  feafonable 

invention, 

has  been  very  agreeably  amufcd,  and  beyond  his   cxpedia- 
tions,   from  a  work  of  this  kind. 

The  title  of  the  treatife  is  not,  as  Dr.  Grey  fays,  Cj^i^ 
rurgia  Nota^  but  precifely  as  it  is  given  by  the  French  yNn^ 
tcv  lit  fupra^  and  divided,  as  he  tells  us,  into  two  hooks,  in 
each  of  which  there  are  74  pages,  making  altogether  148, 
to  which  are  added  47  pages  more  of  wooden  plates  and  ex- 
plications, of  the  inftruments,  bandages,  &c.  The  intent 
and  ingenuity  of  the  (ipparati^s  is  evident  and  ikx\k'mg  prima 
facie,  and  the  work  throughout  is  written  in  a  ftyle  of  per- 
fpicuous  and  not  inelegant  Latin.  In  vain  will  the  jnfidel 
reader,  look  for  any  thing  either  like  wit,  or  grave  humourj 
it  is.  all  ferious  and  fober,  and  manifeftly  written  with  the 
greatcfl:  earneflnefs,  and  the  beft  intention  imaginable,  and 
can  only  be  taken  in  the  obvious  fenfe  of  the  words  of  the 
author,  which  are  feldom,  if  ever,  improper,  or  obfcure. 
There  are  very  frequent,  almott  innumerable  allufjons  to 
the  author's  own  practice,  but  always  introduced  perti- 
nently and  modeftly,  without  pedantry,  without  oilenta-r 
tion,  or  the  moil  diftant  approach  to  quackery.  See  lib* 
ii.  p.  II,  14,  16,  21,  24,  27,  29,  47,  4?,  53,  60,  a 
fcijji^ 

This  Annotator  took  up  the  book  with  ftrong  prejudices 
againft  it,  and  has  examined  it  with  attention  j  h\x% 
he  can  find  nothing  at  all  in  it  to  warrant  the  foolifh 
fable  of  Dr.  Fludd  abovementioned,  the  raillery  of  But- 
ler ut  Jupra^  or  the  humorous  fancies  of  Addison  in  this 
Paper, 

Of  the  fecond  part  of  this  ingenious  book,  which  otin^ 
tR'\n^  Taliaccitus's  mhsy  medicines,  procefTes,  &c.  the  An- 
notator, being  no  competent  judge,  will  not  attempt  ai> 
account,  or  intcrpofc  an  opinion.  But  if  he  may  judge  by 
the  plcafure  derived  from  a  curfory  perufal,  it  muft  afford 
much  entertainment  to  profeflional  men,  as  contain- 
ing a  curious  and  an  authentic  account  of  a  lingular  Art, 
now  happily  obfoletc. 

The 
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invention,  fet  up  a  manufadure  of  nofes ;  hav- 
ing firft  got  a  patent  that  none  fhould  prefume 

to 

The  following  very  general,  but  juft  account,  of  the  firft 
and  theoretical  part  of  Taliacotius's  treatile,  may  probably 
be  fufHcient  to  juftify  even  more  than  has  been  faid. 

7'he  author  owns,  that  the  Art  originated  from  the 
pra6iice  of  gardeners  in  grafting  and  inoculating  trees  j  of 
which  he  gives  an  accurate  and  entertaining  account,  and 
mentions  an  experiment  on  the  vine,  not  much  known,  and 
ieldom  tried  in  this  country.  The  only  curia  or  mutWzuons 
which  Talia£otius  treats  .of,  or  aims  at  repairing,  are  the  defi- 
ciencies oi'nofes^IipSyZnd  ears;  he  exprefsly  excludes  mutila- 
ted hugers,  &c,  from  the  compafs  of  his  Art;  and  there  is 
not,  that  the  Annotator  can  fitid,  a  fingle  fyllable  in  his 
bookto  jufVify  the  etc.  which  Dr.  Grey  makes  ufe  of,  an4 
which. is  certainly  fuperfluGus  and  impertinent. 

Taliacotius  proves  i:b.  i.  c.  19,  p.  49,  etfeqq.  that  the  an- 
cients, Galen,  Celfusy  &c.  ufed  and  recommended  fimilar 
operations  with  refped  to  nojes^  £arsy  and  lips ;  but  he  ex- 
prefTes  fome  diffatisfa£lion  with  what  they  have  written  on 
the  fubje<Si.  **  Multa  enim  fcripferant  quae  aut  emendari, 
''  aut  amplificari,  aut  omnino  exterminari  poffunt. — Reges 
^'  non  tyrannos  eosefle  vo]amus,non  ut  quod  velint  cogant, 
"  fed  quod  vt^um  eft  perfuadeant.'*     P.  65. 

B^nedUlui,  VeJJalius^  Parens  ^  G  our  melius^  and  Shenckius^ 
delineated,  ht\'ore  Taiiacotit/s,  the  fame,  or  a  fimilar  Art,  or 
vouched  for  its  pra<5licability  and  ufefulnefs.  But  he  infinuates 
with  modefty  enough,  that  the  principles  or  practice  which 
he  followed  were  different  from  theirs,  or  peculiar  to  him- 
felf,  and,  as  he  thought,  not  unworthy  of  publication. 
^'  Mihi  vero,  non  ea  vis  eft  ingenii,  nee  tanta  exercitatio, 
"  ut  eum  me  effe  affirmem,  qui  praeftare  poilim  quod  dix- 
,*'  erim  attamen  me  etiam  aliquid  didicifle  et  vidifle  ingenue 
**  profiteor  quod  aliis  communlcare  humanitatis  effe  exift- 
'^  imavi.'*  P.  65,  &  //^.  i.  c.  19,  pajftm.  With  all  this 
dj^dence,  thp  reader  will  find,  in  the  courfe  of  the  work, 

that 
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to  make  nofes  befides  himfelf.  His  firft  patien 
was  a  great  man  of  Portugal,  who  had  done 

good 

that  the  author's  genius  was  admirable,  that    he  did  what 
he  taught,  and  pradifed  extenfively,  fath  feUciter,  Lib.  ii^ 

It  exempts  at  once  Taliacotius  and  his  Art  from  ridicule, 
to  be  confidently  affured,  that  the  only  matter  which  he  ufed 
and  recommends  for  the  reparation  of  maimed nofes^  lips^  and 
iars^  was  not  Jiejb,  hut /kin,  to  be  taken,  for  7iofes  2ind  lips^ 
folely  from  the  fhoulder  of  the  patient  himfeif;  and,  for 
ears,  from  the  unhairy  parts  of  the  mutilated  perfon's  head 
moft  contiguous  to  them.  Lib  i.  c  13,  p.  385  ib,  c,  14, 
/).  40 ;  lib.  ii.  c.  8,  p,  26,  ^  p^Jim. 

The  rejloration  of  ears,  fingers,  3^0.  entirely  cut  oiF,  or 
wanting,  he  places  beyond  the  reach  of  his,  or  any  human 
Art;  and  even  with  regard  to  iht  reparation  oi mutilated  ncfes, 
lipSy  and  ears,  he  exprefsly  excludes  perfons  in  certain  ill 
habits  of  body,  and  very  old  and  very  young  people,  fron^ 
the  number  of  thofe  patients,  on  whom  his  Art  could  be 
employed  with  propriety,  or  hopes  of  fuccefs  ;  but  the  pre- 
cife  limitation  of  age,  either  way,  he  leaves  entirely  to  the 
furgeon's  difcretion. 

Thefiin,  the  eflential  znd  only  material  ufed  in  his  repa- 
rations, which  he  calls  indifcriminately  cuianeus  tradux^ 
cutis  propago,  and  cutis  hracbica^  Taliacotius  recom- 
mends to  be  taken,  whether  from  the  fhoulder,  or,  if  for 
ears,  from  the  head,  ad  excejfum  potius  quam  ad  deftiium^  for 
it  often  happened,  he  fays,  that  the  cutis  brachicay  after  it 
had  taken  kindly  to  the  nofe,  and  came  to  be. cut  the  fecond 
time,  in  order  to  be  moulded  into  form  fecundum  artem,  de- 
creafed  fo  as  to  iofe  an  eighth,  a  fixth,  and  even  a  fourth 
part  in  length,  and  in  breadth  proportionably.  Lib.  i. 
cap.  i5,/>.  40,&c.  Taliacotius  admits  that  fonie  ceafon 
and  authority  might  be  urged  for  taking  the  <'«//i  propago 
from  the  fiioulder  or  head  of  a  healthy  perfon  difterqut  from 
tlie  maimed  patient,  but  he  adds  the  following  remarkable 
words.  "  An  vero  quandoque  id  generis  curta  ex  alieno 
**  corpore  reftituta  fuifl'e,  certe  neque  legimus,  neque  au- 

*'  divimus. 
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good  fervices  to  his  country,  but  in  the  midft  of 
them  unfortunately  loft  his  nofe.  Taliacotius 

grafted 

**  divimus,  neque  attentavimus  unquam  ;  neque  qui  hoc 
"'  concedat  ut  (^Ce  fruftra  excrucient  vix  nobis  perfuadere  ' 
*'  poflTumus.'*  Lib.  i.  cap.  i8,  p.  47.  He  goes  on  to  men- 
tion many  great  and  hazardous  inconveniencies  unavoid- 
able in  (uch  conjugia  i  and  concludes  thus  :  "  Sed  quopadto, 
*'  quod  in  aegris  perquam  facile  eft,  illam  duorum  corpo- 
''  rum  feu  compofitionem,  feu  deligationem  conftituamus, 
*'  adeo  ar6tam  et  confentaneam,  quod  par  fit  perficiendo 
**  operi,  certe  ego  ex  me  videre  nequeo.  Qus  enim  non 
*'  incommoda  fequuntur,  citra  vigilandi  etdormiendi  tern- 
*'  pora,  fi  eundum,  fi  quiefcendum,  fi  ftandum,  fi   feden- 

*■'  dum,  et  fi  caetera    neceiEtatis  peragenda   fint. 

*^'  haudquaquam  vacet  periculo,  fatius  igitur  fuerit,  hoc 
*'  intentatum  relinquere.'*  Ibidem^  p.  48,  &c.  It  was 
the  decided  opinion  of  this  ingenious  furgeon,  that  every 
maimed  perfon  had  in  himfelf  the  beft,  and  a  fufEcient  pro- 
▼ifion  for  repairing  his  natural  or  accidental  mutilations, 
*'  Quern  inefFabilem  naturae  apparatum,  in  fingulis  quos 
"  adhuc  viderim,  aut  in  manibus  meis  habuerim,  mihi  ob- 
"  fervare  et  contre£larelicuit,  Ut  fupra^  P«  49*  Hair  lips 
belonged  not  to  this  "  curtorum  chirurgia  per  infitionem  ;" 
Taliacotius  treated  them  then,  probably,  as  they  are  treated 
now  ;  fee  lib.  ii-  cap.  ig,  p.  67  ;  and,  in  his  peculiar  vi^ay 
of  repairing  other  labial  mutilations  and  deformities,  he 
fucceeded  in  lefs  time,  and  with  lefs  trouble,  than  in  the 
reparation  of  nofes.  As  to  ears,  the  inferior  part  of  them, 
it  feems,  was  repaired,  in  his  way,  more  eafily  than  the  fu- 
perior  part;  and  both  parts,  comparitively  fpeaking,  in 
little  time,  and  with  little  difficulty  or  trouble.  See  lib.  ii. 
p.  72,  ad finem. 

The  painfulnefs  of  thefe  operations  muft  have  been  very 
confiderable,  and  inconvenient  at  times  to  the  operator,  ex- 
clufive  of  the  danger  ;  fee  lib.  ii.  cap.  12,  p.  38  ;  but  Talia^ 
fotius  glofTes  over  the  part  of  his  treatife  relative  to  this, 
artfully  enough,  and  concludes  with  faying,  *«  Scimus 
*'  enim,  fi  graviffimi  dolores  angant,  repente  homines  con- 

cedere, 
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grafted  a  new  one  on  the  remaining  part  of  the 
griftle  or  cartilaginous  fubftance,  which  would 

fneeze, 

*'  cedere,  atque  cun6las  corporis  fundliones  ioterpellari. 
*'  Quod  tamen  in  hac  noftra  chirurgia  accidere,  hucuf- 
*'  que  necdum  obfervavimus."     Lib.  i.  c,  19, />.  67. 

As  for  the  durability  of  his  fubftantial  workmanflilp, 
and  the  wear  and  permanency  of  his  reparations,  Taliacotius 
greats  all  allegations  and  fufpicions  with  indignant  con- 
tempt *'  De  perennitate  enim  quis  nifi  pinrili  admodum 
*'  et  debili  ingenio  dubitet  ?"  After  ilating  fa<Sts,  which 
can  only  be  difproved  by  new  experiments,  not  likely  to 
be  made  now,  he  exclaims,  "  Itaque  taceant,  vel  ad  mentem 
*'  redeant  qui  artem  noftram  execrantur  et  condemnant, 
**  quiexilio  dignam  a  medica  facultate  exiftimant,  nili  ipii 
**  et  rationi  repugnare  et  experientis,  ftulti  et  infani  fuo- 
*'  rum  dedecorereluftari  malint.*'  Z./^.  /.  cap.  iq^adfinem. 
See  alfo  lib.  ij.  c.  13,  p,  45. 

In  flight  cafes  of  mutilated  nofes,  ubl  aphis  fummum^  et 

carnis  portiuncula  abfcinditur^  it  was  poflible,  and  it  feems, 

common  in  his  way,  to  repair  the  deficiency  ut  qvafi  pra:^ 

Jiigiis  Qculorum  obtuium  fallamus^  fo  as  it  could  not  be  eafily 

perceptible. 

The  nolt  defperate  cafe  mentioned  in  his  treatife,  and 
accompanied  with  the  moft  difguftfui  deformity,  is  ftated 
to  be  vhen  the  nofe  was  almoft  entirely  deflroyed,  or  cut 
ofFby  a  fword,  &;c.  Of  fuch  unfortunate  fufFerers  the  au- 
thor fpeaks  in  the  following  manner  :  '«  Hoc  porro  curto- 
*'  rum  genus  raro  admodum  occurrit,  idque  nos  bis  tan- 
^«  tummpdo  vidimus,  et  divino  auxilio,  feliciter  fatiscura- 
*'  vimus^quinimo,  dum  hzec  meditaremur,  obtulit  feeques 
*'  quidam  Melitenfis,  cui  in  monachomachia,  banc  ipiius 
"  nares  calamitafem  exceperant.^'  If  this  was  the  ground- 
woik  of  Dr.  Fludd's  fable,  or  if  it  was  built  on  what  is 
related  of  the  nobilis  adolefcem^  lib.  ii.  cap.  13,  >».  45,  the 
ftory  is  unworthy  of  notice,  or  confutes  itfelf. 

Of  the  artificial  nofes  here  fpoken  of,  the  hiftorian, 
and  probably  a  principal  maker,  gives  the  following 
account:  "  Scimus  euam,  atque  id  oculis  ipfrs  vidi* 
**  mus,  et  nutriri  et  vivere  et  fentire  cutem  illam,  qujfc 
"  partibus  deperditis,  ex  arte  noitra  aifixa  eft.'*     But  the 

ingenuous 
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fneeze,  fmell,  take  fnufF.  pronounce  the  letters 
M  or  N  ;  and,  in  (hort,  do  all  the  funftionsof  a 

genuine 

ingenuous  acknowledgements  of  Tallacothts  are  too  curious 
to  be  omitted  ;  and  with  the  mention  oF  them,  a^id  a  re- 
mark or  two  that  feem  of  fome  confequence^  this  laft  long 
note  on  the  Tatler  (hall  be  concluded. 

Thefe  fabricated  nofes,  though  they  afifwered  their 
deflgn  in  a  great  meafure,  and  removed  in  a  tolerably 
decent  manner  difguftful  deformities,  differed  neverthelefs 
from  natural  nofes  in  colour,  in  confiftency,  in  iize,  in 
hairinefs,  and  in  compafs  of  noftrils.  Taliacotius  explains 
all  this  in  a  manner  not  uningenious  or  unfatisfax^ory,  on 
the  principles  of  which  the  following,  is  a  faithful  fuccindt 
account. 

1.  Artificial  nofes  ware  whiter  than  natural  ones  ;  "  Nam 
*'  narium  cute,  cutis  brachica  albicantior ;  itaque  et  nares 
*'  refe6tas  pallore  quodam  inficiuntur;  et  fi  ambiens  frigus 
*'  illis  incubuerit  quamprimum  livore  fufFunduntur."  Lib,  i. 
^/z/>.  24.  p>  70. 

2.  *'  Sunt  pr?eterea  nafes  hae  ipfis  natlvis  multo  molli- 
*'  ores,  atque  ob  cutis  brachii  naturam,  laxiores,  quae  licet 
^'  a  circumfiuo  acre  denfentur,  quadatenus,  earn  tamen 
**  foliditatem  quam  primus  artifex  indiderat,  attingere  ne* 
"  queunt.  Veruntamen  illud  necefFarium  nobis  conce- 
*'  dendum  eft,  quod  poft  coalitionem,  longo  quidem  tem- 
**  p.oris  fpatio,  a  femetipfiS  nares  hae  plurimum  diftant,  et 
*'  cum  primo  molliores  fuerint,  tandem  folidiores  multa 
"  evadunt.'*     Ibidem. 

3.  With  refpeft  to  their  fenfibility,  Taliacotius  fays  of 
his  nofes,  "  Primis  enim  diebus  a  peratSbi  coitione  nullo, 
*'  ferme  fenfu  vigere  videntur;  at  in  progreflu  temporis 
*'  fenfus  adeo  increflit,  ut  partes  hae,  primas  atque  natu- 
*'  rales,  vegetiori  ta6lu,  et  perfe£i:iori  longeevincant."  It 
docs  not  clearly  appear  here,  whether  the  author  means  by 
the  words  fenfus  and  fenfilior,  a  fufceptibility  of  pain,  or  a 
capacity  of  fmell ;  but  it  is  moft  probable  that  he  fpeaks 
only  of  mere  feeling.     Utfupra^  p.  70. 

4.  Taliacotius  \ng^n\ow{[y  judged  it  neceftary,  to  make 
his  artificial  larger  than  natural  nofes,  for  the  following 

good 
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genuine  and  natural  nofe.  There  was,  however'^ 
one  misfortune  in  this  experiment :  the  Portu- 

guefe's 

good  reafon,  which  he  could  only  have  learned  from  his  prac- 
tice and  experience.  *'  Etenim  ab  ambiguo  frigore  fenfim 
*'  conftringuntur,  et  conftridse  contrahuntur,  unde  plu- 
*'  rimum  de  magnitudine  illis  decidit.  Sed  fi  a  principio  ad 
*'  earn,  quam  natura  praefixit  quantitatis  normam  accef- 
*'  ferint  f  the  third  part  of  the  face]  cum  neceffario  femper 
"  decrefcantj  itaque  mutila  potius  membra,  quam  perfe£la 
*'  erunt,  neque  faciei  decorcm,  fed  deformitatem  afferent." 
Ibidem^  P*  70» 

5.  Artificial  nofes  were  more  hairy  than  the  natural.* 
*'  Non  rarb  praeterca  contigit,  ut  in  novis  naribus  pill 
"  expullulent,  atque  in  earn  longitudinem  luxurient  ut 
*'  novaculam  adhibere  aliquando  neceffe  fit,"  This  is 
likewife  afcribed  to  the  natural  difference  between  t\iQ  cut ii 
narium  and  the  cutis  brachtca.     Ibidem ^  P*  7'* 

6.  There  was,  it  feems,  after  all  the  ingenious  pains 
of  the  fabricator,  a  want  of  the  natural  and  neceffary 
compafs,  in  the  noftrils  of  artificial  noses.  "  Qiiia  cum 
*'  callo  ftatim  obducanturi  ei  quia  cutis,  cum  mollior 
"  fit,  per  fe  contrahitur,  dudus  illos  plurimum  coarclari 
"  et  contrahi  neceffum  eft.  Atque  id  nifi  tubulorum  quo- 
''  rundam  opera,  quos  ejus  rei  gratia  fa6tos  naribus  indi- 
•'  mus,  folertcr  caveamus,  ad  earn  tandem  nares  deveniunt 
*'  anguftiam,  ut  et  fpiritum  per  eas  asgre  attrahimus." 
Ibidem,  Thefe  tuhuU  were  made  firft  of  lead  more  or  lefs 
flexible,  afterwards  of  filver,  and  gold;  they  were  to  be 
worn,  with  te^oria^  made  likewife  of  the  fame  materials, 
and  covered  with  flefh-coloured  filk,  for  the  fecurity,  and 
final  conformation  of  fuch  Nofiis  two  years  at  leaft.  See 
Lib.  ii-  cap.  i8»  />.  65. 

This  intelligence,  taken  from  the  fountain-head,  brings 
truth  and  wit  together,  and  furnifhes  the  reader  at  one  view^ 
with  the  pro  and  the  con  of  the  raillery. 

At  all  times,  and  in  all  countries,  from  a  variety  of  ac- 
cidents, humanity  is  liable  to  the  injuries  which  gave  birth 
to  the  chirurgia  curtorum^  &c.  About  two  centuries  ago, 
when  Taliacotius  lived,  and  in  that  country  efpecially  where 
he  praftifed,  the  curta  were  probably  greater  in  degree,  and 
certainly  more  in  number,  than  at  prcfent.     This  muft 

have 
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gucfe^s  complexion  was  a  little  upon  the  fub- 
iufc,  with  very  black  eyes  and  dark  eye  brows  ; 

and 

have  b^en  the  cafe,  in  confequence  of  the  lamentable  rava- 
ges of  a  newdifeafe,  then  more  formidable  ftilj,  than  now, 
which  had  been  firft  introduced  into  that  part  of  Europe, 
about  an  hundred  years  before. 

To  the  miferable  effects  of  which  this  malady  was  long 
produ6tive  without  much  check  or  controul,  the  Art  which 
Taliacotius  pra<9:ifed,  and  taught,  might  probably  owe  its 
origination  and  fupport.  Apparently  it  was  not  a  branch  of 
fur  gery  calculated  for^  general  utility.  Thebenehts  it  held 
forth,  bating  the  humanity  and  generofity  of  the  furgeom^ 
for  it  was  not  a  monopoly  in  the  Taliacocian  family,  were 
doubtlefs  beyond  the  reach  of  all  but  very  opulent  patients. 
Even  with  refpe(5l  to  them,  when  the  circumftances  above- 
mentioned  are  duly  attended  to;  when  it  is  likewife  con- 
fidered,  that  they  muft  be  three  months  et  ultra^  in  the 
common  courfc  of  cure,  \^Lih.  ii.  ca-p.  7,/).  21,  ad Jinefn]^ 
and  a  kind  of  out-patients  for  one-and-twenty  months  more, 
it  fhould  fe€m,on  the  principle  of  the  French  proverb,  que 
le  jeu  ne  vaut  pas  la  chandelle.  None  certainly  but  people 
of  fortune  and  fafhion  could  afford  fuch  Nofes^  the  very  beft 
of  which  muft  always  have  been  unfeemly,  and- incommo- 
dious, efpecially  in  a  variable  climate,  where  the  te£ioria 
muft  have  been  longer,  if  not  continually  nccefTary.  The 
hiftorian  of  the  Bickerstaff  y^;7zz/)r,  humouroufly  tells 
us,  "  that  the  eldeft  fon  Philips  then  Chiefs  by  fonie  un- 
*'  lucky  accident^  had  a  high  Nofe^  and  that  the  peifiltive  in- 
*'  genuity  oi  his  fagacious  pofterity  could  not  get  rid  of  the 
''  blemijh^  for  more  than  a  century  and  an  half."  Tat.  N°75. 
On  the  whole,  there  does  not  appear  any  very  forcible  reafon 
to  regret,  that  the  Ait  of  which  Taiiacotius  treats  is  now 
obfolete  and  forgotten. 

Fortunately,  perhaps,  for  modern  times,  human  inge- 
nuity in  the  intervening  lapfe  of  time,  has  been  fo  far  fuC- 
cefsful,  as  to  have  much  diminifhed  the  fubjecSls,  and  greatly 
fuperfeded  the  neceffity,  of  the  Cwtorum  Chirurgia,  kc. 
then  very  commonly  pradiifed.  Neverthelcfs,  profefiional 
men  of  great  experience  and  candour,  have  been  frequently 

heard 
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and  the  nofe  being  taken  from  a  porter  that  had 
a  white  German  Ikin,  and  cut  out  of  thofe  parts 
that  are  not  expofed  to  the  fun,  it  was  very  vi- 
fible  that  the  features  of  his  face  were  not  fel- 
lows. In  a  word,  the  Comde  refembled  one  of 
thofe  maimed  antique  ftatues  that  has  often  a 
modern  nofe  of  frefh  marble  glewed  to  a  face  of 
fuch  a  yellow,  ivory  complexion,  as  nothing  can 
give  but  age.  To  remedy  this  particular  for 
the  future,  the  do£lor  got  together  a  great  col- 
lection of  porters,  men  of  all  complexions,  black, 
fair,  brown,  dark,  fallow,  pale,  and  ruddy ;  fo 
that  it  was  impoflible  for  a  patient  of  the  moll 
out-of-the-way  colour  not  to  find  a  nofe  to 
match  it. 

The  do6lor's  houfe  was  now  very  much  en- 
larged, and  became  a  kind  of  college,  or  rather 
hofpital,  for  the  fafliionable  cripples  of  both 
fexes,  that  reforted  to  him  from  all  parts  of  Eu- 
rope. Over  his  door  was  fattened  a  large  golden 
fnout,  not  unlike  that  which  is  placed  over  the 

heard  to  fay,  that  both  phyfic,  and  furgery,  have  quitcf 
enough  to  do,  to  abate  theworft  fymptoms,  and  alleviate  the 
greateft  evils, of  which  the  horrible  ciUVafe  above-mentioned,' 
IS  the  caufeortheoccafion;  but  that  radical  cures,  and  effec- 
tual remedies  for  it,  are  ftill  beyond  the  power  of  all  human 
art. 

Meanwhile,  fuch  luminous  and  very  fcrious  notices, ought 
certainly  to  give  paufe,  to  many  of  both  fexes,  who  arc  daily 
contracting,  and  fpreading  irremediAbie  injuries,  that  muft 
accompany  the  injured,  lefs  or  more,  to  the  remoteft  pe- 
riod of  life  ;  and  the  rather,  as  they  are  certainly  accumu- 
lating,at  the  fame  time,  ftill  more  laftingmaterials  for  regret, 
ielf-diifatisfaftion  and  nfiifery*  by  feducing  the  innocent 
from  the  paths  of  virtue,  or  adding  greater  degrees  of 
criminality  and  hardnefs  of  heart  to  the  guilty. 

great 
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great  gates  at  Brazen  Nofe  College  in  Oxford  ; 
and  as  it  is  ufual  for  the  learned  in  foreign 
Univerfities  to  diftinguifh  their  houfes  by  a 
Latin  fentence,  the  doctor  writ  underneath 
this  great  golden  probofcis  two  Verfes  out  of 
Ovid  : 

Militat  Gmnis  amans,  hahet  etfua  caftra  Cupido  y 
Pont  key  crede  mihi^  militat  omnis  amans, 

Ovid.  Amor.  El.  ix,  i- 
The  toils  of  love  require  a  warrior's  art ; 
And  every  lover  plays  the  foldier's  part. 

It  is  reported  that  Taliacotius  had  at  one 
time  in  his  houfe,  twelve  German  counts,  nine- 
teen French  marquifles,  and  a  hundred  Spanifh 
cavaliers,  befides  one  folitary  Enghfti  el'quire, 
of  whom  more  hereafter.  Though  the  doflor 
had  the  monopoly  of  nofes  in  his  own  hands,  he 
is  faid  not  to  have  been  unreafonable.  Indeed^ 
if  a  man  had  occafion  for  a  high  Roman  nofe, 
he  muft  go  to  the  price  of  it.  A  carbuncle  nofe 
likewife  bore  an  exceffive  rate 5  but  for  your 
Ordinary  fhort  turned-up  nofes,  of  which  there 
was  the  greateft  confamption,  they  coft  little 
or  nothing  ;  at  leaft  the  purchafers  thought  io^ 
who  would  have  been  content  to  have  paid 
much  dearer  for  them  rather  than  to  have  gone 
without  them. 

The  fympathy  betwixt  the  nofe  and  its  pa- 
rent was  very  extraordinary.  Hudibras  has 
told  us,  that  when  the  porter  died,  the  nofe 
dropped  of  courfe,  in  which  cafe  it  was  always 

Vol.  iV.  Mm  ufual 
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ufual  to  return  the  nofe,  in  order  to  have  it  in- 
terred with  its  firft  owner.  The  nofe  was  like- 
wife  afFecled  by  the  pain,  as  w^ell  as  death  of 
the  original  proprietor.  An  eminent  inftance 
of  this  nature  happened  to  three  Spaniards, 
whofe  nofes  were  all  made  out  of  the  fame  piece 
of  brawn.  They  found  them  one  day  ihoot 
and  fwell  extremely  ;  upon  which  they  fent  to 
know  how  the  porter  did  ;  and  heard,  upon 
enquiry,  that  xh^  parent  of  the  iiofes  had  been 
feverely  kicked  the  day  before,  and  that  the 
porter  kept  his  bed  on  account  of  the  bruifes 
which  it  had  received.  This  was  highly  re- 
fented  by  the  Spaniards,  who  found  out  the 
perfon  that  had  ufed  the  porter  fo  unmerci- 
fully, and  treated  him  in  the  fame  manner,  as 
if  the  indignity  had  been  done  to  their  own 
nofes.  In  this  and  fcveral  other  cafes  it  might 
be  faid,  that  the  porters  led  the  gentlemen  by 
the  nofe. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  any  thing  went  amifs 
with  the  nofe,  the  porter  felt  the  efted:s  of  it  -^ 
infomuch,  that  it  was  generally  articled  with 
the  patient,  that  he  fliould  not  only  abftain 
from  all  his  old  courfes,  but  fliould,  on  no 
pretence,  vvhatfoever,  fmell  pepper,  or  eat  muf- 
tard  ;  on  which  occafion,  the  part  where  the 
incifion  had  been  made,  was  feized  with  un- 
fpeakable  twinges  and  prickings. 

The  Englifliman  I  before  mentioned  was  fa 
very  irregular,  and  relapfed  fo  frequently  into 
the  diftemper  which  at  tirft  brought  him  to  the 

learned 
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learned  Taliacotius,  that  in  the  fpace  of 
two  years  he  wore  out  five  nofes  *;  and  by  that 
means  fo  tormented  the  porters,  that  if  he 
would  have  given  five  hundred  pounds  for  a 
nofe,  there  was  not  one  of  them  that  would  ac- 
commodate him.  This  young  gentleman  was 
born  of  honeft  parents,  and  palled  his  firft  years 
in  fox-hunting  -,  but  accidentally  quitting  the 
woods,  and  coming  up  to  London,  he  was  fo 
charmed  with  the  beauties  of  the  playhoufe, 
that  he  had  not  been  in  town  two  days  before 
he  got  the  misfortune  which  carried  off  this 
part  of  his  face.  He  ufed  to  be  called  in  Ger- 
many '^the  Englifhman  of  five  nofes,"  and 
''  the  gentleman  that  had  thrice  as  many  nofes 
*'  as  he  had  ears."  Such  was  the  raillery  of 
thofe  times. 

I  fhall  clofe  this  Paper  with  an  admonition 
to  the  young  men  of  this  town  ;  which  I  think 
the  more  necelTary,  becaufe  1  fee  feveral  new 
frefli-coloured  faces,  that  have  made  their  firfl 
appearance  in  it,  this  winter.  I  muft  there- 
fore afTure  them,  that  the  art  of  making  nofes 
is  entirely  loll  j  and,  in  the  next  place,  beg  them 
not  to  follow  the  example  of  our  ordinary  town 
rakes,  Vv-ho  live  as  if  there  was  a  Taliacotius 
^to  be  met  with  at  the  corner  of  every  ftreet. 
hatever  young  men  may  think,  the  nofe  is 
very  becoming  part  of  the  face;  and  a  man 

*  Taliacotius  could  have  hardly  fupplled  him  with   ove  in 
the  fpace  of  time  here  mentioned.     See  Tat.  in  6   Vols. 
Imfupra,  Note. 

M  m  2  make^ 
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makes  but  a  very  filly  figure  without  it.  But 
it  is  the  nature  of  youth  not  to  know  the  value 
of  any  thing  until  they  have  loft  it.  The  ge- 
neral precept,  therefore,  I  fhall  leave  with 
them  is,  to  regard  every  town-woman  as  a  par- 
ticular kind  of  fyren,  that  has  a  defign  upon 
their  nofes;  and  that,  amidft  her  flatteries  and 
allurements,  they  will  fancy  fhe  fpeaks  to  them 
in  that  humourous  phrafe  of  old  Plau  rus, 
Ego  tibi faci€77i  denafaho  mordicu^.  **  Keep  your 
*'  face  out  of  my  wav,  or  I  will  bite  off  your 
''nofe*" 


*  HitrGiiymus  Fracastorius,  mentioned  in  this  Paper, 
a  celebrated  phyfician  and  poet,  and  much  commended  for 
his  elegance  as  a  Latin  writer,  was  born  at  Verona  in  1483* 
and  died  in  that  neighbourhood,  of  an  apoplexy,  in  1553, 
at  the  age  of  7 1 .  He  w  as  a  man  of  a  blamelefs  life,  and  en- 
gaging manners,  which  fo  endeared  him  to  his  friends  and 
his  countrymen,  thsit  they  erected  aftatuetohis  memory, 
fix  years  after  his  death.  His  Syphilis^  the  book  here  al- 
luded to,  was  printed  with  his  other  works  in  two  volumes 
in  4to,  at  Padua,  in  1735.  There  is  a  feparate  edition  of 
his  poetical  works,  printed  at  the  fame  place  in  1718,  8vo. 
Fracajiorius  was  born,  it  is  faid,  with  his  lips  fo  grown  to* 
gether,  that  it  was  neceflary  to  call  in  the  afiiftanceofa 
furgeon  to  feparate  them.  Ncuveau  D'tof,  Hi/},  art.  Fra- 
CASTOR  \'Jerome'\*  A  tranflation  o(  Syphias  by  Tate,  may 
be  feen  in  Dryden's  Mifcellanies. 

The  intelligence  given  to  this N"  in  the  Tat.  in  6  Vols. 
ut  fupra^  brings  truth  ^nd  ^v'lt  together,  and  furnifhes  the 
Reader  at  one  view,  with  ihzpi'o  and  the  con  of  this  raillery. 
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N°26i.  Saturday  December  9,  1710, 
STEELE, 

From  my  own  Apartment,  December  8. 

IT  is  the  duty  of  all  who  majce  Philofophy 
the  entertainment  of  their  hves,  to  turn 
their  thoughts  to  practical  fchemes  for  the 
good  of  fociety,  and  not  pafs  away  their  time 
in  fruitlefs  fearches,  which  tend  rather  to  the 
oftentation  of  knowledge,  than  the  fervice  of 
life.  For  this  reafon  1  cannot  forbear  reading 
even  the  comrnon  bills  that  are  daily  put  into 
people's  hands  as  they  pafs  the  ftreets,  which 
give  us  notice  of  the  prefent  refidence,  the  paft 
travels,  and  infallible  medicines  of  Dodors  ufe- 
ful  in  their  generation,  though  much  below 
the  charafter  of  the  renowned  Taliacotius. 
But,  upon  a  nice  calculation  of  the  fucceffes  of 
fuch  adepts,  I  find  their  labours  tend  moftly  to 
the  enriching  only  one  fort  of  men,  that  is  to 
fay,  the  fociety  of  upholders.  From  this  ob- 
fervation,  and  many  others  which  occur  to  me 
when  I  am  numbering  the  good  people  of 
Great-Britain,  I  cannot  but  favour  any  pro- 
pofal  which  tends  to  repairing  the  lofles  we 
lullain  by  eminent  cures.     The  beft  I  have  met 
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with  in  this  kind,  has  been  offered  to  my  con- 
fideration,  and  recommended  in  a  letter  fub- 
fcribed  Thomas,  Clement.  The  title  to  his 
printed  articles  runs  thus :  "  By  the  profitable 
''  fociety,  at  the  V/heat-fheaf  over  againl^ 
*'  Tom's  coffee-houfe  in  Ruffel-ftreet,  Covent- 
*'  Garden,  new  propoials  for  promoting  a  con- 
*'  tribution  tovvai'ds  railing  two  hundred  an4 
**  fifty  pounds,  to  be  made  on  the  baptizing  of 
^'  any  infant  born  in  wedlock."  The  plan  is 
laid  with  firch  proper  regulations,  as  ferve,  to 
fuch  as  fall  in  with  it  for  the  fake  of  their 
pofterity, all  the  ufes,  without  any  oftheincon- 
veniencies,  of  fettlements.  By  this  means, 
fuch  whofe  fortunes  depend  upon  their  own 
induiiry,  or  perfonal  qualifications,  need  not 
be  deterred  by  fear  of  poverty,  from  that  flats 
which  nature  and  reafon  prefcribe  to  us,  as  the 
fountain  of  the  greateft  happinefs  in  human 
life.  The  Cenfors  of  Rome  had  power  vefted 
in  them  to  lay  taxes'pn  the  unmarried;  and  I 
think  I  cannot  fnew  my  impartiality  better, 
than  in  enquiring  into  the  extravagant  privi-^ 
leges  my  brother  bachelors  enjoy,  and  fine 
them  accordingly.  I  fliall  not  allow  a  fingle 
life  in  one  fex  to  be  reproached,  and  held  in 
efteem  in  the  other.  It  would  not,  methinks, 
be  amifs,  if  an  old  bachelor,  who  lives  in  con«» 
tempt  of  matrimony,  were  obliged  to  give  a 
portion  to  an  old  maid  who  is  willing  to  enter 
into  it.  At  the  fame  time  I  muft  allow,  that 
thofe  who  can  plead  courtfliip,  and  were  un- 

juftly 
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juftly  rejefled,  fhall  not  be  liable  to  the  pains 
and  penalties  of  celibacy.  But  fuch  as  pretend 
an  averfion  to  the  whole  fex,  becaufe  they  v/ere 
ill-treated  by  a  particular  female,  and  cover 
their  fenfe  of  difappointment  in  women  under 
a  contempt  of  their  favour,  (hall  be  proceeded 
againft  as  bachelors  convift.  I  am  not  v/ith- 
out  hopes,  that  from  this  flight  warning  all 
the  unmarried  men  of  fortune,  tafte,  and  re- 
finement, will,  without  further  delay,  become 
lovers  and  humble  fervants  to  fuch  of  their 
acquaintance  as  are  moft  agreeable  to  them, 
under  pain  of  my  cenfures  :  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  the  red  of  the  world,  who  remain  fingle 
for  fear  of  the  incumbrances  of  wedlock,  will 
become  fubfcribers  to  Mr.  Clement's  propo- 
fal  *.  By  thefe  means  we  fhall  have  a  much 
more  numerous  account  of  births  in  the  year 
1711,  than  any  ever  before  known  in  Great- 
Britain,  where  merely  to  be  born  is  a  diftinflion 
of  Providence  greater  than  being  born  to  a  for- 
tune in  another  place. 

As  I  vyas  going  on  in  the  confideration  of 
this  good  office  which  Mr.  Clement  propofes 
to  do  his  country,  I  received  the  following 
letter,  which  feems  to  bediftated  by  a  like  mo- 
deft  and  publick  fpirit,  that  makes  ufe  of  me 
alfo,  in  its  (lefign  of  obliging  mankind. 

''  Mr.  BlCKERSTAFF, 

^*  In  the  royal  lottery  for  a  million  and  a  half 

*  See  N°  258,  adv.  adfinetn, 

M  m  4  ■ '  i  had 
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**  I  had  the  good  fortune  of  obtaining  a  prize. 
*'  From  before  the  drawing  I  had  devoted  ^ 
*'  fifth  of  whatever  fliould  arife  to  me  to  chari- 
"  table  ufes.  Accordingly,  1  lately  troubled 
*^  you  with  my  requeft  and  com  mi  (lion  for  plac- 
"  ing  half  a-dozen  youths  with  Mr.  More*, 
"  writing-mafter  in  Callle-ftreet,  to  whom,  it 
'*  is  faid,  we  ow^e  all  the  fine  devices,  flourifhes, 
"  and  the  conipofare  of  all  the  plates,  for  the 
*'  drawing  and  paying  the  tickets.  Be  pleafed 
**  therefore,  good  Sir,  to  find  or  make  leifure 
*'  for  complying  therewith,  for  I  would  not 
**  appear  concerned  in  this  fmall  matter.  I  am 
*'  very  much 

**  Your  humble  fervant,  &c." 
It  is  no  fmall  pleafure  to  obferve,  that  in  the 
midft  of  a  very  degenerate  age,  there  are  ftill 
fpirits  which  retain  their  natural  dignity,  and 
purfue  the   good    of    their   fellows-creatures  : 
Ibme  in  making  themfelves  ufeful  by  profefl^ed 
fervice,  fome  by  fecret  generofity.     Were  1   at 
liberty  t^  difcover  even  all  the  good  I  know  of 
niany  men  living  at  this  time,    there  would 
want  nothing  but  a  fuitable  hiftorian,  to  make 
them  appear  as  illuftrious  as  any  of  the  noblcft 
of  the  ancient  Greeks  or  Romans.     The  cun- 
ning fome  have  ufed  to  do  handfome  and  wor- 
thy adions,  the  addrefs  to  do  men  fervices,  and 
efcape  their  notice,  has  produced  fo  many  fur- 

*  SeeMsfiey's  '*  Origin  and  Progrefs  of  Letters,"  8vo, 
1-63,  part  II.  p.  103;  account  of  A/r.  More^ 
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prifing  incidents,  which  have  been  laid  before 
me  during  my  Cenforfhip,  as,  in  the  opinion 
of  pofterity,  would  abfolve  this  age  of  all  its 
crimes  and  follies.     I  know  no  way  to  deal 
with  fuch  delicate  minds  as  thefe,  but  by  af- 
furing  them,  that,  when  they  ceafe  to  do  good, 
i  fhall  tell  all  the  good  they  have  done  already. 
Let  therefore,  the   benefaftor  to  the  youths 
abovementioned  continue  fuchjbounties,  upon 
pain  of  being  publickly  praifed.     But  there   is 
no  probability  of  his  running  into  that  hazard; 
for  a   ftrong  habit   of  virtue  can  make  men 
fufpend  the  receiving  the    acknowledgements 
due  to  their  merit,  until  they  are  out  of  a  ca- 
pacity of  receiving  them.     I  am  fo  very  much 
charmed  with  accidents  of  this  kirui,  that  I 
have  made  a  collection  of  all  the  memorable 
handfome  things  done  by  private  men  in  my 
time.     As  a  fpecimen  of  my  manner  of  noting 
fuch  adions,  take  the  following  fragment,  out 
of  much  more,  which  is  written   in  my  year- 
book, on  the  remarkable  will  of  a  gentleman, 
whom  1  fhall  here  call  Celamico. 

**  This  day  died  that  plain  and  excellent 
*'  man,  my  much-honoured  friend  Celamico, 
**  who  bequeathed  his  whole  eftate  to  a  gentle- 
"  man  no  way  related  to  him,  and  to  whom 
"  he  had  given  no  fuch  expe6lation  in  his  life- 
"  time." 

He  was  a  perfon  of  a  very  enlarged  foul,  and 
thought  the  neareft  relation  among  men  to  be 
the  refemblance  of  their  minds  and  fentiments. 

He 
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He  was  not  miftaken  in  the  worth  of  his  fac- 
ceflbn  who  received  the  news  of  this  unex- 
pefted  good  fortune  with  an  air  that  Ihewed 
him  lefs  moved  with  the  benefit  than  the  lofs 
of  the  benefaftor. 

Advertisement. 
*'  Notice  is  hereby  given,  that  on  Monday 
"  the  eleventh  inftant,  the  cafe  of  the  vifit 
"  comes  on,  between  the  hours  of  ten  and 
**  eleven,  at  the  Court  of  Honour  ;  where  both 
perfons  are  to  attend,  the  meeting  there  not 
being  to  be  underftood  as  a  vifit,  and  the 
right  of  the  next  vifit  being  then  to  be  wholly 
fettled,  according  to  the  prayer  of  the  plain- 
«'  tiff." 

-      ■  ■  -  ■■ 

Is""  262.     Tuefday,  December  12,  1710. 
ADDISON    AND    STEELE*. 


Fc'-ha  tog^e/equerisy  jun^urd  calUdus  acri^ 
Ore  te^es  mod'tco^  paVenies  radere  mores 
Doufus,  et  ingenuo  culpam  defigere  ludo, 

Pers.  Sat.  v.  14^ 
SoTt  elocution  does  thy  ftyle  renown. 
And  the  f  veet  accents  of  the  peaceful  gown  5 
Gentle  or  fharp,  according  to  thy  choice. 
To  laugh  at  follies,  or  to  lafh  at  vice.       jDryden, 
Journal  of  the  Court  of  Honour,  6:c. 
A^pIMO  THY  TRE ATALL,  gentleman,  was 
X     indicted   by  feveral  ladies  of  his  filler's 

acquaintance 

*  This  Paper  is  marked  as  the  joint-produ<E^ion  of  A«- 
pisoN  and  Steele  in  the  tianfcript  of  the  MS.  notes  of 
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acquaintance  for  a  very  rude  affront  offered  to 
them  at  an  entertainment,  to  which  he  had  in- 
vited them  on  Tuefday  the  feventh  of  Novem- 
ber laft  paft,  between  the  hours  of  eight  and 
nine  in  the  evening.  The  indiftment  fet  forth, 
**  that  the  faid  Mr.  Treatall,  upon  the  ferv- 
*'  ing  up  of  the  fupper,  defired  the  ladies  to 
*'  take  their  places  according  to  their  different 
**  age  and  feniority  ;  for  that  it  was  the  way 
*'  always  at  his  table  to  pay  refpe£t  to  years." 
The  indictment  added,  **  that  this  produced  an 
*'  unfpeakable  confufion  in  the  company ;  for 
^'  that  the  ladies,  who  before  had  prefled  to- 
**  gether  for  a  place  at  the  upper  end  of  the 
^'  table,  immediately  crouded  with  the  fame 
diforder  towards  the  end  that  was  quite  op- 
pofite  ;  that  Mrs.  Frontley  had  the  info- 
lence  to  clap  herfelf  down  at  the  very  lowed 
f'*  place  of  the  table;  that  the  widow  Part- 
**  LET  feated  herfelf  on  the  right-hand  of  Mrs. 
*'  Frontley,  alledging  for  her  excufe,  that 
*'  no  ceremonv  was  to  be  ufed  at  a  round  ta- 
**ble;  that  Mrs.  Fidget  and  Mrs.  Fescue 
**  difputed  above  half-an-hour  for  the  fame 
?'  chair,  and  that  the  latter  would  not  give  up 
**  the   caufe  until  it  was  decided  by  the  parifli 

C.  Byron,  efq.  mentioned  N°  74,  note.  It  feems  to  have 
been  diftinguiftied  in  like  manner,  in  the  liji  delivered  by 
Steele  to  Mr.  Tickell,  for  it  is  re-printed  by  that  gen- 
tleman in  Addison's  "  Works,'*  4to,  vol.  11.  p.  364.  See 
Tat.  NS  259. 

**  regifter. 
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•'  regifter,  which  happened  to  be  kept  hard 
*'  by."  The  indiftment  further  faith,  "  that 
*•  the  reft  of  the  company  who  fat  down,  did  it 
*'  with  a  referve  to  their  right,  which  they 
*'  weir  at  liberty  to  affert  on  another  occafion  ; 
**  and  that  Mrs.  Mary  Pippe,  an  old  maid, 
•*  was  placed  by  the  unanimous  vote  of  the 
*^  whole  company  at  the  upper  end  of  the  ta- 
**  ble,  from  whence  (he  had  the  confufion  to 
"  behold  feveral  mothers  of  families  among  her 
"  inferiors. '*  The  criminal  alledged  in  his  de- 
fence, "  that  what  he  had  done  was  to  raife 
•*  mirth,  and  avoid  ceremony ;  and  that  the 
*'  ladies  did  not  complain  of  his  rudenefs  un- 
"  til  the  next  morning,  having  eaten  up  what 
•*  he  had  provided  for  them  with  great  readi- 
**  nefs  and  alacrity.**  The  Cenfor,  frowning 
iipon  him,  told  him,  **  that  he  ought  not  to^ 
•'  difcover  fo  much  levity  in  matters  at  a  ferious 
*' nature  ;**  and,  upon  the  jury's  bringing  him 
in  guilty,  fentenced  him  "  to  treat  the  whole 
'^  aifembiy  of  ladies  over  again,'*  and  to  take 
care  that  he  did  it  with  the  decorum  which 
was  due  to  perfons  of  their  quality. 

Rebecca  Shapely,  Spinl\er,  was  indirect 
by  Mrs.  Sarah  Smack,  for  fpeaking  many 
words  reflecting  upon  her  reputation,  and  the 
heels  of  her  filk  flippers,  which  the  prilbner 
had  malicioufly  fuggefted  to  be  two  inchi's  high- 
er than  they  really  w^re.  The  profecutor  ur- 
ged, as  an  aggravation  of  her  guilt,  that  the 
prifoner  was  *'  heifelf  guilty  of  the  fame  kind 
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of  forgery  which  (lie  had  laid  to  the  profecu- 
tor's  charge  ;  for  that  (he,  the  faid  Rebecca 
S^A^ELY,  did  always  wear  a  pair  of  fteel  bod- 
dice,  and  a  falfe  rump.  The  Cenfor  ordered 
the  flippers  to  be  produced  in  open  court, 
where  the  heels  were  adjudged  to  be  of  the 
ftatutable  fize.  He  then  ordered  the  grand 
jury  to  fearch  the  criminal,  who,  after  fome 
time  fpent  therein,  acquitted  her  of  the  bod- 
dice,  but  found  her  guilty  of  the  rump  :  upon 
which  fhe  received  fentence  as  is  ufual  in  fuch 
cafes. 

William  Trippet,  Efquire,  of  the  Middle 
Temple,  brought  his  aftion  againft  the  lady 
Elizabeth  Prudely,  for  having  refufed  him 
her  hand  as  he  offered  to  lead  her  to  her  coach 
from  the  Opera.     The  plaintiff  fet  forth,  that 
he  had  entered  himfelf  into  the  lift  of  thofe  vo- 
lunteers, who  officiate  every  night  behind  the 
boxes  as  gentiemen-ufhers  of  the  play  houfe ; 
that  he  had  been  at  a  confiderable  charge  in 
white  gloves,  periwigs,  and  fnuff-boxes,  in  or- 
der to  qualify  himfelf  for  that  employment,  and 
in  hopes  of  making  his  fortune  by  it.     The 
Counfel  fortheDefendantrepliedjthat  thePlain- 
tiff  had  given  out  that  he  was  within  a  month  of 
wedding  their  client,  and  that  (he  had  refufed 
her  hand  to  him  in  ceremony,  left  he  (hould  in- 
terpret it  as  a  promife  that  fhe  would  give  it 
him  in  marriage.     As  foon  as  the  pleadings 
on  both  fides  were  finifhed,  the  Cenfor  ordered 
the  Plaintiff  to  be  calhiered  from  his  office  of 

gentle* 
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gentleman-uflier  to  the  play-houfe,  fince  it  was 
too  plain  that  he  had  undertaken  it  with  an  ill 
defign ;  and  at  the  fame  time  ordered  the  De- 
fendant either  to  man-y  the  faid  Plaintiff,  or  to 
pay  him  half-a-crown  for  the  new  pair  of  gloves 
and  coach-hire  that  he  was  at  the  expence  of  in 
her  fervice. 

The  lady  Townly  brought  an  aftion  of  debt 
againft  Mrs.  Flambeau,  for  that  the  faid  Mrs. 
Flambeau  had  not  been  to  fee  the  lady  Town- 
ly, and  wifli  her  joy,  fince  her  marriage  with 
Sir  Ralph,  notwithftanding  flie,  the  faid  lady 
Tow^NLY,  had  paid  Mrs.  Flambeau  a  Vifit  up- 
on her  firft  coming  to  town.  It  was  urged  in 
the  behalf  of  the  Defendant,  that  the  Plaintiff 
had  never  given  her  any  regular  notice  of  her 
being  in  town  ;  that  the  Vifit  fhe  alledged  had 
been  made  on  Monday,  which  fhe  knew  was  a 
day  on  which  Mrs.  Flambeau  was  ahvays 
abroad,  having  fet  afide  that  only  day  in  the 
week  to  mind  the  affairs  of  her  family  :  that 
the  fervant,  who  enquired  whether  flie  was  at 
home,  did  not  give  the  Vifiting-knock  :  that  it 
was  not  between  the  hours  of  five  and  eight  in 
the  evening  :  that  there  v^ere  no  candles  lighted 
up  :  that  it  was  not  on  Mrs.  Flambeau's  day  : 
and  in  fhort,  that  there  was  not  one  of  the  ef- 
fential  points  obferved  that  conftitute  a  Vifit. 
She  further  proved  by  her  porter's  book,  which 
was  produced  ni  court,  that  fhe  had  paid  the 
lady  Townly  a  Vifit  on  the  twenty-fourth  day 
of  March,  juft  before  her  leaving  the  town,  in 

the 
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the  year  fevcnteen  hundred  and  nine-fen  *,  for 
which  flie  was  ftill  creditor  to  the  laid  lady 
TowNLY.  To  this  the  plaintiff  only  replied, 
that  (he  was  now  under  covert,  and  not  liable 
to  any  debts  contracted  when  fhe  was  a  fingle 
woman.  Mr.  Bickerstaff  finding  the  caufe 
to  be  very  intricate,  and  that  feveral  points  of 
honour  were  likely  to  ariie  in  it,  he  deferred 
giving  judgement  upon  it,  until  the  next  fef- 
lion  day,  at  which  time  he  ordered  the  ladies 
on  his  left-hand  to  prefent  to  the  court  a  table 
of  all  the  laws  relating  to  Vifits. 

Winifred  Leer  brought  her  a6lion  againft 
Richard  Sly  for  having  broken  a  Marriage- 
Contra6l,  and  wedded  another  woman,  after  he 
had  engaged  himfelf  to  marry  the  faid  Wini- 
fred Leer.  She  alledged,  that  he  had  ogled 
her  twice  at  an  Opera,  thrice  in  St.  James's 
church,  and  once  at  Powel's  Puppet-fhow,  at 
which  time  he  promifed  her  marriage  by  a  fide- 
glance,  as  her  friend  could  teflify  that  fat  by 
her.  Mr.  Bickerstaff  finding  that  the  de- 
fendant had  made  no  further  overture  of  love 
or  marriage,  but  by  looks  and  ocular  engage- 
ment; yet  at  the  fame  time  confidering  how 
very  apt  fuch  impudent  feducers  are  to  lead 
the  ladies  hearts  aflray,  ordered  the  criming 
"  to  {land  upon  the  ftage  in  the  Hay-market, 

*  Not  nineteen^  but  on  the  very  laft  day  of  1709-10.  It 
was  a  nice  point,  for  according  to  the  manner  of  reckon- 
ing at  that  time,  the  year  1710  began  on  the  day  follow- 
ing, that  is,  on  the  25th  of  March. 

"  between 
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*'  between  each  aft  of  the  next  Opera,  there  to 
**  be  expofed  to  the  public  as  a  falfe  ogler." 

Upon  the  rifing  of  the  Court,  Mr.  Bicker- 
staff  having  taken  one  of  thefe  counterfeits  in 
the  very  fa6V,  as  he  was  oghng  a  lady  of  the 
grand  jury,  ordered  him  to  be  feized,  and  pro- 
fecuted  upon  the  ftatute  of  ogling.  He  like- 
wife  direfted  the  Clerk  of  the  Court  to  draw  up 
an  edid  againft  thefe  common  cheats,  that 
inake  women  believe  they  are  diftraded  for 
them,  by  flaring  them  out  of  countenance, 
and  often  blaft  a  lady's  reputation  whom  they 
never  fpoke  to,  by  faucy  looks  and  diftant  fa- 
miliarities *. 

*  See  Tat.  N*  265. 


N*263.     Thurfday,  December  14,  1710. 
STEELE. 


Minima  conlentos  no^e  Britannos,       Juv.  Sat.  ii.  i6i.' 
Britons  contented  with  the  fhorteft  night. 

From  my  own  Apartment,  December  13. 

AN  old  friend  of  mine  being  lately  come  to 
town,  I  went  to  fee  him  on  Tuefday  laft 
about  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening,  with  a  de- 
fign  to  fit  with  him  an  hour  or  two,  and  talk 
over  old  ftories  j  but,  upon  enquiry  after  him, 
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I  found  he  was  gone  to-bed.  The  next  morn- 
ing, as  foon  as  I  was  up  and  drefled,  and  had 
difpatched  a  little  bufinefs,  I  came  again  to  my 
friend's  houfe  about  eleven  o'clock,  with  a  de- 
ligri  to  renew  my  vifit ;  but,  upon  afking  for 
him,  his  fervant  told  me  he  was  juAjat  *  down 
to  dinner.  In  fliort,  I  found  that  my  old  fa- 
fhioned  friend religioufly  adhered  to  the  example 
of  his  forefathers,  and  obferved  the  fame  hours 
that  had  been  kept  in  the  family  ever  fmce  the 
Conqueft. 

It  is  very  plain,  that  the  night  was  much 
longer  formerly  in  this  ifland  than  it  is  at  pre- 
fent.  By  the  nig)it,  I  mean  that  portion  of 
time  which  nature  has  thrown  into  darknefs, 
and  which  the  wifdom  of  mankind  had  formerly 
dedicated  to  reft  and  filence.  This  ufed  to  be- 
gin at  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening,  and  con- 
clude at  fix  in  the  morning.  The  curfeu,  or 
eight  o'clock  bell,  was  the  fignal  throughout 
the  nation  for  putting  out  their  candles  and 
going  to-bed. 

Our  grand  mothers,  though  they  were  wont 
to  (it  up  the  lail  in  the  family,  were  all  of  them 
faft  afleep  at  the  fame  hours  that  their  daugh- 
ters are  bufy  at  crimp  and  baifet.  Modern 
ftatefmen  are  concerting  fchemes,  and  engaged 
in  the  depth  of  politics,  at  the  time,  when  their 
forefathers  were  laid  down  quietly  to  reft,  and 
had  nothing  in  their  heads  but  dreams.  As  we 
have  thus  thrown  bufinefs  and  pleafure  into 
the  hours  of  reft,  and  by  that  means  made  the 

*  The  prceterlte  of  the  verb  for  i\iQ  participle. 

Vol.  IV.  N  n  'natural 
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natural  mght  but  half  as  long  as  it  fhould  be, 
we  are  forced  to  piece  it  out  with  a  great  part 
of  the  morning ;  fo  that  near  two  thirds  of  the 
nation  lie  faft  aifleep  for  feveral  hours  in  broad 
day. light.  This  irregularity  is  grown  fo  very 
fafhionable  at  prefent,  that  there  is  fcarce  a 
lady  of  quality  in  Great- britain  that  ever  faw 
the  fun  rife.  And  if  the  humour  increafes  in 
proportion  to  what  it  has  done  of  late  years, 
it  is  not  impodible  but  our  children  may  hear 
the  bell-man  going  about  the  ftreets  at  nirie 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  the  watch  making 
their  roundsuntil  eleven.  This  unaccount- 
able difpofition  in  mankind  to  continue  awake 
in  the  night,  and  fleep  in  the  fun-fhine,  has 
made  me  enquire,  whether  the  fatne  change  of 
inclination  has  happened  to  anyother  animals? 
For  this  reafon,  I  defired  a  friend  of  mine  in  the 
country  to  let  me  know,  whether  tlie  lark  rifes 
as  early  as  he  did  formerly ;  and  whether  tha 
cock  begins  to  crow  at  his  ufual  hour.  My 
friend  has  anfwered  me,  "  that  his  poultry  are 
**  as  regular  as  ever,  and  that  all  the  birds  and 
**  beafts  of  his  neighbourhood  keep  the  fame 
*'  hours  that  they  have  obferved  in  the  memory 
*' of  man;  and  the  fame  which,  in  all  proba- 
*'  bility,  they  have  kept  for  thefe  five  thouland 
**  years." 

If  you  would  fee  the  innovations  that  have 
been  made  among  us  in  this  particular,  you 
may  only  look  into  the  hours  of  colleges,  wiiere 

they 
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ihey  ftill  dine  at  eleven^  arid  fiip  at  fix  ^\  which. 
Were  doubtlefs  the  hours  of  the  whole  nation 

at 

*  In  colleges  the  eftablifhed  fyfterri  is  not  fo  eafily  altered 
4s  in  private  families.  Thn  o'clock  continued  to  be  the 
dining-hour  in  the  univerfity  of  Cambridge  in  the  reign  of 
Edward  VI.  as  appears  from  a  remarkable  pafTage  in  a  fer- 
rnon  of  Thorrias  Lever,  {mafter  of  St.  John's  College] 
preached  at  Paul's  Crofs,  Dec.  13, 1550.  B.  L.  fmall  8vo; 
fign.  E.  2. 

*'  At  Ten  of  the  clocke  [the  ftudents  at  Cambridge]  go 
**  to  dynner,  wrhereas  they  be  content  with  a  periny-pyce 
"  of  beyfe  arriong  iiij,  having  a  few  potage  made  of  the 
*'  brothe  of  the  fame  beyfe  with  fait  and  otemeal  and  np- 
*'  thynge  els.  After  thys  flehder  dinner  they  be  either 
^'^  teachynge  or  learnynge  until  FitE  of  the  clock  in  the 
*'  evenyng,  when  as  they  have  a  fupper  not  much  better 
"  than  their  dj^ner.  Immedyately  after  the  whyche,  they 
*'  go  eyther  to  reafonyng  in  problemes,  or  unto  fome  other 
"  ftudye,  urityll  it  be  Kii>5E  or  TEt^  of  theclocke^  and  there 
*'  beyng  wytfiout  fyre,  are  fayne  td  walk  or  run  up  and 
*'  down  halfe-an-houre,  to  get  a  heate  oii  their  feete  when 
"  they  go  to-bedde." 

About  the  middle  of  Q.  Elizabeth's  reign  the  dining* 
liour  was  fomewhat  later  ;  though^  even  then,  it  was  ftill 
kept  up  to  TEN  in  the  Univerfities.  William  Harrifon^  au- 
thor of  the  ''  Defcription  of  England."  prenjied  to  "  Ho- 
^'  linfhed's  Chronicle,"  republifhed  in  1586  from  the  tirft 
edition  in  1577^  fpeakihg  on  this  fubjedt,  ufes  the  follow- 
ing words : 

*'  With  us  the  nobilitie  and  gentrie  and  ftudents  do  or- 
"  dinarilie  go  to  dinner  at  eleven  before  noone^  and  to 
^'  fupper  at  five,  or  between  five  and  fix,  at  afternoone, 
*'  The  merchants  dine  and  fup  feldom  before  tweIve  at 
^'  noone,  and  six  at  night,  efpeciallie  in  London.  The 
*'  hufbandmen  dine  aifoat  high  noone,  as  tiiey  call  it,  and 
''  fup  at  feven  or  eight ;  but  out  of  the  iearme^  ki  our  Uni- 
*'  verfities^  the  fcholars  dine  at  ten." 

It  is  Ihewn  in    another  judicious  and  accurate  note  tc^ 

N  n  2  paj^Q 
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at  the  time  when  thofe  places^  were  founded. 
But  at  prefent,  the  courts  of  juftice  are  fcarce 
opened  in  Weftminfter-hall  at  the  time  when 
William  Rufus  ufed  to  go  to  dinner  in  it. 

page  103  of  the  unpublifhed  book  from  which  this  inform- 
ation is  taken,  that  eleven  continued  to  be  the  dining- 
hour  among  our  nobility  down  to  the  middle  of  the  laft 
century,  exadly  as  it  is  ftated  here.  And  yet  one  would 
imagine  that  fo  early  an  hour  as  either  ten  or  eleven, 
muft  have  very  ill  fuited  the  nobility  and  gentry,  at  a  time 
when  they  were  fo  generally  addicted  to  all  kinds  of  rural 
Iports,  and  made  them  fo  much  the  bufinefs  of  their  lives. 
*'  E.  of  Northumberland's  Houfhold  Book  from  1512  to 
*'  1525,"  8vo,  1770,'  p.  433  and  434,  notes.  P.—N.  B. 
From  the  frequency  with  which  this  word  occurs  in  ^his 
very  curious  book,  it  is  evident  that  clods  were  common 
in  the  period  to  which  it  refers.  Jt  may  be  proper  alfo  to 
obferve,  that  hunting  was  as  common  at  this  period  after 
dinner  as  before.  See  a  note  on  Timon  of  Athens^  in  Mr. 
Reed's  edition  of  *'  Johnfon  and  Steevens's  "  Shakfpeare," 
1786,   10  vols.  8vo. 

Jn  the  "  Royal  Wills,"  a  pair  of  candlefl:icks  are  left 
for  winter- fuppers  ;  now  they  would  do  for  fummer  din- 
ners. Froijj'art  called  on  the  duke  of  Lancafter  after  fup- 
per,  2X  five  in  the  evening.  Lady  Margaret,  countefs  of 
Richmond,  in  1500,  dined  zt  tek  ante  meridiem,  except  on 
faft-day*^,  vv/hen  ihe  refrained  till  eleven.         A. 

The  Prince  of  Wales,  in  the  month  of  May,  1783,  gave 
a  dinner  at  EIGHT  in  the  evening  ;  and  fome  of  the  public 
breakfafts  at  Carlton-houfe  that  year  did  not  end  before 
TWO  o'clock.         R. 

At  Dulwich-collegc,  the  dinner-time  of  the  mafters  and 
fellows  was,  not  many  years  ago,  changed  from  eleven  to 
twelve^  by  application  to  the  archbifhop  of  Canterbury, 
their  proper  vifitor;  and,  in  conformity  to  their  original 
inftitution,  no  wine  is  even  yet  permitted  to  be  brought 
into  their  common  dining-parlour  ;  but  every  one  who 
chufcs  it  regales  his  friends  in  his  feparate  apartment.      N. 

All 
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All  bufinefs  is  driven  forward.  The  land- 
marks of  our  fathers,  if  I  may  fo  call  them,  are 
removed,  and  planted  further  up  into  the  day; 
infomuch,  that  I  am  afraid  our  clergy  will  be 
obliged,  if  they  expe6l  full  congregations,  not 
to  look  any  more  upon  ten  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing as  a  canonical  hour.  Jn  my  own  memory, 
the  dinner  has  crept  by  degrees  from  twelve 
o'clock  to  ihree,  and  where  it  will  fix  nobody, 
knows. 

1  have  fometlmes  thought  to  draw  up  a  me- 
morial in  the  behalf  of  Supper  againft  Dinner, 
fetting  forth,  that  the  faid  Dinner  has  made  fe- 
veral  encroachments  upon  the  faid  Supper,  and 
entered  very  far  upon  his  frontiers  ;  that  he 
has  banifned  him  out  of  feveral  families,  and  in 
all  has  driven  him  from  his  head  quarters,  and 
forced  him  to  make  his  retreat  into  the  hours 
of  midnight ;  and,  in  (hort,  that  he  is  now  in 
danger  of  being  entirely  confounded  and  loft 
in  a  breakfaft.  Thofe  who  have  read  Luci  an, 
and  fe^n  the  complaints  of  the  letter  T" again  ft  5", 
upon  account  of  many  injuries  and  ufurpations 
of  the  feme  nature,  will  not,  I  believe,  think 
fuch  a  memorial  forced  and  unnatural.  If 
dinner  has  been  thus  poftponed,  or,  if  you 
pleafe,  kept  back  from  time  to  time,  you  may 
be  fure  that  it  has  been  in  compliance  with  the 
other  bufinefs  of  the  day,  and  that  fupper  has 
ftill  obferved  a  proportionable  diftance.  There 
is  a  venerable  proverb,  which  we  have  all  of  us 
heard  in  our  infancy,  *'  of  putting  the  children 

N  n  3  to-bed, 
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*'  to-bed,  and   laying   the  goofe  to  the  fire." 
This  was  one  of  the  jocubr  layings  of  our  fore- 
fathers, but  may  be  properly  ufed  in  the  lit- 
eral fenfe  at  prefent.     Who  would  not  wonder 
at  this  perverted  relifh  of  thofe  who  are  reckon- 
ed the  moft  polite  part  of  mankind,  that  prefer 
fea-coals  and  candies  to  the  fun,  and  exchange 
fo  many  chearful  morning  hours,  for  the  plea- 
iCures  of  midnight  revels  and  debauches  ?  If  a 
man  was  only  to  confult  his  health,  he  woul4 
choofe  to  live  his  whole  time,  if   poflible,  in 
day- light ;  and  to  retire  out  of  the  world  intq 
filence  and  fleep,  while  the  raw  damps  and  un- 
wholefome  vapours  fly  abroad,  without  a  fun 
to  difperfe,  moderate,  or  controul  them.     For 
my  own  part,  I  value  an  hour  in  the  morning 
as  much   as  common  libertines  dp  an  hour  at 
midnight.     When  I  find  myfelf  awakened  into 
being,  and  perceive   my   life   renewed  within 
jne,  and  at  the  fame  time  fee  the  whole  face  of 
nature  recovered  out  of  the  dark   uncomfort- 
able ftate  in  which  it  lay  for  feveral  hours,  my 
heart  overflows  with  fuch  fecret  fentiraents  of 
joy  and  gra-titude,  as  are  a  kind   of  implicit 
praife  to  the  great  Author  of  Nature.     The 
mind,  in   thefe  early  feafons  of  the  day,  is  fo 
refi  efiied  in  all  its  faculties,  and  borne  up  witl^ 
fuch  new  fupplies  of  animal  fpirits,  that  flie 
finds  herfelf  in  a  ftate  of  youth,  efpecially  when 
ihe  is  entertained  with  the  breath  of  flowers, 
the  melody  of  birds,  the  dews  that  hang  upon 
the  plants,  and  all  thofe  otlier  fweets  of  nature 
that  are  peculiar  to  the  morning. 

Jl  V 
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It  is  impoflible  for  a  man  to  have  this  relifh- 
of  being,  this  exquifite  tafte  of  life,  who  does 
not  come  into  the  world  before  it  is  in  all  its 
noife  and  hurry ;  who  lofes  the  rifing  of  the 
fun,  the  ftiU  hours  of  the  day,  and,  imme- 
diately upon  his  firft  getting  up,  plunges  him- 
felf  into  the  ordinary  cares  or  follies  of  the 
world. 

I  fliall  conclude  this  Paper  with  Milton's 
inimitable  defcription  of  Adam's  awakening 
his  Eve  in  Paradife,  which  indeed  would  have 
been  a  place  as  little  delightful  as  a  barren 
heath  or  defert  to  thofe  who  ilept  in  it.  The 
fondnefs  of  the  pofture  in  which  Adam  is  re- 
prefented,  and  the  foftnefs  of  his  whifper,  are 
paffages  in  this  divine  poem  that  are  above  all. 
commendation,  and  rather  to  be  admired  than 
nraiftd. 

Now  morn  her  rofy  fteps  in  th'  eaftern  clime 
Advancing,  fow'd  the  earth  with  orient  pearl. 
When  Adam  wak'd,  io  ciiftona'd  ;  for  his  flecp 
Was  airy  light  fron^  pure  digeftion  bred. 
And  temperate  vapours  bland,  which  th*  only  found 
Of  leaves  and  fuming  rills,  Aurora's  fan. 
Lightly  difpers'd,  and  the  flirill  matin  fong 
Of  birds  on  every  bough  ;  fo  much  the  morp 
1-lis  wonder  was  to  find  unwaken'd  Eve, 
With  trefles  difcompos'd,  and  glowing  cheek, 
As  through  unquiet  reft.     He  on  his  fide 
Leaning  half  rais'd,  with  looks  of  cordial  love. 
Hung  over  her  enamour'd,  and  beheld 
Beauty,  which,  whether  wakino;  or  alleep. 
Shot  forth  peculiar  graces.     Then  with  voice 

Nn4  Mild 
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Mild  as  when  Zephyrus  on  Flora  breathes. 
Her  hand  foft  touching,  whifper'd  thus:  Awake, 
My  fairr  ft,  my  efpous^d,  my  lateft  found, 
Heaven's  laft  beft  gift,  my  ever-new  delight. 
Awake  ;  the  morning  (hines,  and  the  frefh  field 
Calls  US;   we  lofe  the  prime,  to'mark  how  fpring 
Our  tended  plants,  how  blows  the  citron  grove. 
What  drops  the  myrrh,  and  what  the  balmy  reed. 
How  nature  paints  her  colours,  how  the  bee 
Sits  on  the  bloom  extracting  liquid  fweets. 

Such  whifpering  wak*d   her,  but  with  ftartled  eye 
On  Adam,  whom  embracing,  thus  (he  fpake. 

O  fole  '   in  whom  my  thoughts  find  all  repofe, 
My  glory,  my  perfedlion,  glad  I  fee 

Thy  face,  and  morn  return'd 

Milton's  Par.  Loft,  b.  V.  1.  x,  &c. 


ls°  264.    Saturday,  December  16,  1710. 
STEELE. 

Favele  Unguis  Hor.  i  Od.  iii.  2* 

*  Be  filent.' 

From  my  own  Apartment,  December  15. 

BOCCALINI*,  in  his  "  Parnaflus,"  indids 
a  laconic  writer  for  fpeaking  that  in  three 
wor^s  which  he  might  have  faid  in  two,  and 
fentcnces  him  for  his  punilhment  to  read  over 

all 

*  Trajan  BoccAiiNl  a  native  of  Rome,  and  a  very  fati- 
ricai  writer,  died, or  as  fomcfay,  was  murdered,  at  Venice,  in 

1613, 
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all  the  works  of  Guicciardini  ^.  This  Guic- 
ciARDiNi  is  fo  very  prolix  and  circumftantial 
in  his  writings,  that  I  remember  our  coun- 
tryman, doctor  Donne,  fpeaking  of  that  ma- 
jeftic  and  concife  manner  in  which  Moses  has 
defcribed  the  creation  of  the  world,  adds, 
*'  that  if  fuch  an  author  as  Guicciardini 
"  were  to  have  written  on  fuch  a  fubjed,  the 
"  world  itfelf  would  not  have  been  able  to 
**  have  contained  the  books  that  gave  the  hif- 
**  tory  of  its  creation  -f-." 

I  look  upon  a  tedious  talker,  or  what  is  gene- 
rally known  by  the  name  of  a  Story-teller, to 

1613,  aged  about  57.  An  entry  in  the  obituary  of  ths 
parilh  of  St,  Marie  Formofe  at  Venice,  fays  he  died  of  a 
colic  and  a  fever,  da  dolori  coHti  ^  da  fehre  ;  but  it  has  been 
thought  that  his  attack  on  the  Court  of  Spain  was  the  caufe 
of  his  death.  It  is  faid,  that  four  armed  men  flipped  into 
his  houfe,  in  the  abfence  of  his  fervants,  and  beat  him  to 
death  with  bags  of  fan d  But  there  are  many  reafons  to 
fufpedl:  the  truth  of  this  anecdote.  Boccalini  was  the  author 
of  the  following  publications  (here  referred  to)  or  at  leaft, 
he  was  reputed  to  have  been  fo,  "  Raguagli  di  Parnajfo." 
Amft.  2  vol.  i2mo.  1659.  His  La  Secretaria  di  Apollo 
was  publifhed  before  in  1653,  i2mo,  and  he  printed  after- 
wards in  1664,  his  Pleira  de  Parragone^  in  32mo. 

*  i^r^A^m  Guicciardini,  author  of  a  Hiftory  much 
efteemed,  and  of  fome  other  works,  fprung  from  oneof  the 
nobleft  and  moft  ancient  families  of  Florence,  where  he  was 
born  in  1482,  and  died  in  1540,  aged  58.  The  firft  edi- 
tion of  his  Hiflory  was  printed  at  Florence  in  fAio  in  1561, 
and  in  2  vol.  8vo.  It  was  re-printed  at  Venice  in  2  volumes 
in  folio  in  1738,  and  at  London  in  2  volumes  4to.  He 
was  the  author  of  two  other  books,  the  one  intituled, 
f   ConftgU  Aurety^  the  other,  ^^  Juvertimenii  PoUtici.*' 

t  Donne's  "  Sermons,"    vol.  II.  p.  239. 

be 
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be  much  more  infufferable  than  even  a  prolix 
writer.  An  author  may  be  tofled  out  of  your 
hand,  and  thrown  afide  when  he  grows  dull 
and  tirefome ;  but  fuch  hberties  are  lo  far  from 
being  allowed  towards  your  orators  in  com- 
mon converfation,  that  I  have  known  a  chal- 
lenge fent  a  perfon  for  going  out  of  the  room 
abruptly,  and  leaving  a  man  of  honour  in  the 
midft  of  a  difiertation.  This  evil  is  at  prefent 
{o  very  common  and  epidemical,  that  there  is 
fcarce  a  cofFee-houfe  in  tou^n  that  has  not  fome 
fpeakers  belonging  to  it,  who  utter  their  po- 
litical effays,  and  draw  parallels  out  of  Ba- 
ker's "  Chronicle"  to  almoft  every  part  of  her 
IVlajefty's  reign.  It  was  faid  of  two  ancient 
authors,  who  had  very  different  beauties  in 
their  ftyle,  ''  that  if  you  took  a  word  from  one 
**  of  them,  you  only  fpoiled  his  eloquence ;  but 
*'  if  you  took  a  word  fi'om  the  other,  you  fpoil- 
f'  ed  his  fcnk  *.*'  1  have  often  applied  the 
firft  part  of  this  criticifm  to  feveral  of  thefe 
coffee- houfe  fpeakers  v^hom  I  have  at  prefent  in 
my  thoughts,  though  the  charader  that  is  given 
to  the  lafl  of  thofe  authors,  is  what  1  would 

*  The  Annotator  has  read,  or  heard  of  this  quaint  fen- 
tence  more  than  once,  but  cannot  afcertain  of  whom,  or 
by  whom,  it  was  firft  ufed.  U  it  referred  to  two  ancient 
Roman  writers,  it  might  be  to  Livy  and  Tacitus,  or  to 
Cafar  and  Salluji -,  if  to  two  Grecians,  it  might  be  Hero- 
dotus and  Thucydides,  Sec.  There  are  fentences  as  well  as 
expreifions,  which  Voltaire  called  les  SuiJJes,  from  their 
being  "  always  ready  at  a  call,  and  willing  to  engage  in 
*'  any  fervice." 

recommend 
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I'ecommend  to   the  imitation   of    my    loving 
countrymen.     But  it  is  not  only  public  places 
of  refort,  but  private  clubs  and  converfations 
over  a  bottle,  that  are  infefted  with  this  loqua- 
cious Jcind  of  animal,  efpecially  with  that  fpe- 
cies  which  I  comprehend  under  the  name  of  a 
Story-teller,     I   would   earneftly    defire    thefe 
gentlemen  to  confider,  that  no  point  of  wit  or 
mirth  at  the  end  of  a  5/£?ry  can  atone  for  the 
half  hour  that  has  been  loft  before  they  come 
at  it.     I  would  likewife  lay  it  home  to  their  fe- 
rious  confideration,  whether  they  think  that 
every  man  in  the  company  has  not  a  right  to 
fpeak  as  well  as  themfelves  ?  And  whether  they 
4o  not  think  they  are  invading  another  man's 
property,  when  they  engrofs  the  time  which 
ihould  be  divided  equally  among  the  company 
to  their  own  private  ufe  ? 

What  niakes  this  evil  the  tpuch  greater  in 
converfation  is,  that  thefe  humdrum  compa- 
nions feldom  endeavour  to  wind  up  their  nar- 
rations into  a  point  of  mirth  or  inftru6lion, 
which  might  make  feme  amends  for  the  te- 
dioufnefs  of  them;  but  think  they  have  a  right 
to  tell  any  thing  that  has  happened  within  their 
juemory.  They  look  upon  matter  of  faft  to 
be  a  fufficient  foundation  for  ^Jlory,  and  give 
us  a  long  account  of  things,  not  becaufe  they 
are  entertaining  or  furprizing,  but  becaufe  they 
are  true. 

My    ingenious    kinfman,     Mr.  Humphry 

Wagstaff, 
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Wagstaff  *,  ufed  to  fay,  "  the  life  of  man 
*'  is  too  fhort  for  a  Story-teller" 

Me THUSALEM  might  behalf  an-hour  in  tell- 
ing what  o'clock  it  was  :  but  as  for  us  poft" 
diluvians,  we  ought  to  do  every  thhig  in  hafte  ; 
and  in  our  fpeeches;  as  well  as  a6lions,  remem- 
ber that  our  time  is  fhort.  A  man  that  talks 
for  a  quarter  of  an  hour  together  in  company, 
if  I  meet  him  frequently,  takes  up  a  great  part 
of  my  fpan.  A  quarter  of  an  hour  may  be 
reckoned  the  eight-and  fortieth  part  of  a  day, 
a  day  the  three  hundred  and  fixtieth  part  of  a 
year,  and  a  year  the  threefcore  and  tenth  part 
of  life.  By  this  moral  arithmetic,  fuppofmga 
m.an  to  be  in  the  talking  world  one  third  part 
of  the  day,  whoever  gives  another  a  quarter  of 
an  hour's  hearing,  makes  him  a  facrifice  of 
more  than  the  four  hundred  thoufandth  part 
of  his  converfable  life. 

I  would  eftablifh  but  one  great  general  rule 
to  be  obferved  in  all  converfation,  which  is 
this,  "  that  men  fhould  not  talk  to  pleafe 
"  themfelves,  but  thofe  that  hear  them."  This 
would  make  them  confider,  whether  what  they 

*  An  allufion  probably  to  Swift,  who,  to  fpeak  in  his 
own  way,  was  certainly  a  great  Jlory-teller  hinifeif.  He  is 
certainly  mentioned  under  the  fame  fiditions  name  in  N"  9.; 
and  he  is  faid  to  have  regulated  his  talk  in  company  very 
much  in  the  manner  prefcribed  here,  as  if  he  had  been  ac- 
tually guided  by  fuch  an  imaginary  little  automaton  as  is 
mentioned  in  the  fequel.  See  N°  201,  adv.  to  St0RY-T£L- 
LERS,  adjinem\  and  N°  268. 

fpeak; 
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fpeak  be  worth  hearing  ;  whether  there  be  ei- 
ther wit  or  {^nk  in  what  they  are  about  to  fay  ; 
and  whether  it  be  adapted  to  the  time  when, 
the  place  where,  and  the  perfon  to  whom,  it  is 
fpoken. 

For  the  utter  extirpation  of  thefe  orators 
and  Story-tellers,  which  I  look  upon  as  very 
great  pefts  of  fociety,  I  have  invented  a  Watch 
which  divides  the  minute  into  twelve  parts, 
after  the  fame  manner  that  the  ordinary  watches 
are  divided  into  hours :  and  will  endeavour  to 
get  a  patent,  which  fliall  oblige  every  club  or 
company  to  provide  themfelves  with  one  af 
thefe  Watches,  that  fhall  lie  upon  the  table,  as 
an  hour-glafs  is  often  placed  near  the  pulpit  ^^ 
to  meafure  out  the  length  of  a  difcourfe. 

,1  fliall  be  willing  to  allow  a  man  one  round 
of  my  watch,  that  is,  a  whole  minute,  to  fpeak 
in  ;  but  if  he  exceeds  that  time,  it  fliall  be  law- 
ful  for  any  of  the  company  to  look  upon  the 
watch,  or  to  call  him  down  to  order. 

Provided,  however,  that  if  any  one  can  make 
it  appear  he  is  turned  of  threefcor^,  he  may 
take  two,  or  if  he  pleafes,  three  rounds  of  the 
Watch,  without  giving  offence.  Provided  alfo, 
that  this  rule  be  not  confl:rued  to  extend  to  the 
fair  SEX,  who  fliall  ftill  be  at  liberty  to  talk  by 
the  ordinary  Watch  that  is  now  in  ufe.  I  would 
likewife  earneflly  recommend  this  little  auto- 

*  The  Annotator  remembers  his  having  feen  fand-glafies 
ufed  for  the  fame  purpofe  in  the  principal  churches  of  a  town 
of  confiderabJe  note;  and  probably  that  this  cuftom  is  not 
yet  entirely  laid  afide  in  the  remoter  parts  of  Great-Britain. 

matron 
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maton,  which  may  be  eafily  carried  in  the 
pocket  without  any  incumbrance,  to  all  luch 
as  are  troubled  with  this  infirmity  of  fpeech, 
that  upon  pulling  out  their  watches,  they  may 
have  frequent  occafion  to  confider  what  they 
are  doing,  and  by  that  means  cot  the  thread 
of  the  ftory  (hort,  and  hurry  to  a  conclufion. 
I  (hall  only  add,  that  this  watch,  with  a  paper 
of  direftions  how  to  ufe  rt,  is  fold  at  Charles 
Lillie's. 

I  am  afraid  a  Tatler  will  be  thought  ^'very 
improper  paper  to  ceiifor  this  humour  of  being 
talkative^  but  I  would  have  my  readers  know, 
that  there  is  a  great  difference  between  tattle 
and  loquacity^  as  I  fliall  fhew  at  large  in  a  fol- 
lowing Lucubration  ;  it  being  my  defign  to 
throw  away  a  candle  upon  that  fubjedl,  in  or- 
der to  explain  the  whole  art  of  tattling  in  all  its* 
branches  and  fubdivifions. 


N**  265.     Tuefday,  December  19,  1710. 
ADDISON  AND  STEELE  *, 

Arbiter  bic  igiturfa5tus  de  lite  joe osd» 

Ovid.  Met.  Vu.^ft^ 
»     .  ■  ■    .  ■  Him  therefore  they  create 
The  fovereign  umpire  of  their  droll  debate. 
Gontinuation    of    the    Journal    of    the    Court   6f 
Honour,  &c. 

AS  foon  as  the  Court  was  fat ,  the  Ladies  of 
the  Bench  prefented,  according  to  order, 

a  table 

*  This  Paper  is  afcribed  to  Steele  and  Addison  con- 

jundlively  in  the  tranicript  from  the  MS.  notes  of  Chrifto- 

phtr 
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a  table  of  all  the  laws  now  in  force  relating  to 
vifits  and  vifiting-days,  methodically  digefted 
under  their  refpeftive  heads,  which  the  Cenfor 
ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  table,  and  after- 
Wards  proceeded  upon  the  bufinefs  of  the  day. 

Henr\^  Heedless*,  efquire,  was  indi6led 
by  colonel  Touchy  of  her  majefty's  trained 
bands,  upon  an  aftion  of  affault  and  battery  j 
for  that  he,  the  faid  Mr.  Heedless,  having 
efpied  a  feather  upon  the  fhoulder  of  the  faid 
colonel,  ftruck  it  off  gently  with  the  end  of  a 
walking-ftafF,  value  three-pence.  It  appeared, 
that  the  profecutor  did  not  think  himfelf  in- 
jured until  a  few  days  after  the  aforefaid  blow 
was  given  him  5  but  that   having  ruminated 

pher  Byron,  efq,  mentioned  No  74,  mte.  It  wasmoft  pro- 
bably marked  as  their  joint-produ6lion  in  the  ///?  of  Addi- 
son's Papers  in  the  Tatler,  delivered  by  Steele  to  Mr. 
Tickell,  for  it  is  re-printed  with  an  acknowledgement  of 
Sir  Richard  Steele's  afli-ftance,  in  his  edition  of  Addi- 
son's '^  Works,"  vol.  II.  p.  367.  Edit,  of  Birmingham, 
J761,  4to. 

*  There  is  here  an  apparent  allufion  to  a  ludicrous  tranf- 
adtion  not  long  antecedent  to  this  date,  rallied  very  a- 
greeably,  when  recent,  in  preceding  Papers.  The  reader 
may  eafily  recognife,  under  the  Httie-varied  name  of  colo-* 
iiel  Touchy,  a  former  fubjefl  of  merriment  under  the  dif- 
ferent fictitious  names  of  major  Touchole,  and  mnjor  Blun- 
der, who  was  fuppofed  to  have  been  a  Mr.  Gregory  of 
Thames- ftreet,  at  that  time  a  trainband  major.  See  Tat. 
N°  79,  note  ;  N"  41,  N**  60,  and  N«  61.  See  alfo  the 
ludicrous  ftory  related  in  N°  28. 

Steele  feems  likewife  to  glance  here,  with  great  good- 
humour,  at  a  very  ferious  event  in  his  own  perfonal  hiftory, 
narrated  in  the  introdudion  to  thePapers  on  Duelling',  N°25. 

with 


56o  THE    TATLER.      N' 265/ 

with  himfelf  for  feveral  days,  and  conferred 
upon  it  with  other  officers  of  the  militia,  he 
concluded  that  he  had  in  efFeft  been  cudgelled 
by  Mr.  Heedless,  and  that  he  ought  to  refent 
it  accordingly.  The  counfel  for  the  profecutor 
alledged,  that  the  (houlder  was  the  tendereft 
part  in  a  man  of  honour;  that  it  had  a  natu- 
ral antipathy  to  a  flick;  and  that  every  touch 
of  it,  with  any  thing  made  in  the  fafhion  of  a 
cane,  was  to  be  interpreted  as  a  wound  in  that 
part,  and  a  violation  of  the  perfon's  honour 
who  received  it.  Mr.  Heedless  replied,  **  that 
"  what  he  had  done  was  out  of  kindnefs  to 
**  the  profecutor,  as  not  thinking  it  proper  for 
**  him  to  appear  at  the  head  of  the  trained-bands 
*'  with  a  feather  upon  his  (houlder;"  and  fur- 
ther added,  "  that  the  flick  he  had  made  ufe  of 
*'  on  this  occafion  was  fo  very  fmall,  that  the 
"  profecutor  could  not  have  felt  it  had  he 
**  broken  it  upon  his  fhoulders."  The  Cenfor 
hereupon  directed  the  jury  to  examine  into 
the  nature  of  the  flaff,  for  that  a  great  deal 
would  depend  upon  that  particular.  Upon 
which  he  explained  to  them  the  different  de- 
grees of  offence  that  might  be  given  by  the 
touch  of  crab-tree  from  that  of  cane,  and  by 
the  touch  of  cane  from  that  of  a  plain  hazle 
flick.  The  jury,  after  a  Ihort  perufal  of  the 
flaff,  declared  their  opinion  by  the  mouth  of 
their  foreman,  '*  that  the  fubflance  of  the  ftaff 
*'  was  Britifh  oak"  The  Cenfor  then  obferving 
that  there  was  fomc  duft  on  the  fkirts  of  the 

criminars 
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triminal^s  coat,  ordered  the  profecutor  to  beat 
it  off  with  the  aforefaid  oaken  plant;  "and 
*'  thus/*  faid  the  Cenfor,  ''  I  fhall  decide  this 
.  *'  caufe  by  the  law  of  retaliation.  If  Mr.  Heed- 
*^  LESS  did  the  colonel  a  good  office,  the  colo- 
^'  nel  will  by  this  means  return  it  in  kind  ;  but 
**  if  Mr.  Heedless  (hould  at  any  time  boaft 
*'  that  he  had  cudgelled  the  colonel,  or  laid  his 
'*  ftaff  over  his  fhoulders,  the  colonel  might 
*'  boaft,  in  his  turn,  that  he  has  brufiied  Mr. 
**  Heedles's  jacket,  or,  to  life  the  phrafe 
"  of  an  ingenious  authoiS  that  he  has  rubbed 
"  him  down  with  an  oaken  towel." 

Benjamin  Busy  of  London,  merchant,  Was 
indifted  by  Jasper  Tattle,  efquire,  for  hav- 
ing pulled  out  his  watch,  and  looked  upon  it 
thrice,  while  the  faid -efquire  Tattle  was 
giving  him  an  account  of  the  funeral  of  the 
faid  efquire  Tattle's  firft  wife.  The  prifoner 
alledged  in  his  defence,  that  he  was  going  to 
buy  ftocks  at  the  time  when  he  met  the  profe- 
cutor; and  that,  during  the  ftory  of  the  pro- 
fecutor, the  faid  ftocks  rofe  above  two /^r  <r^;ff. 
to  the  great  detriment  of  the  prifoner.  The 
prifoner  further  brought  feveral  witnefles  to 
prove,  that  the  faid  Jasper  Tattle,  efquire, 
was  a  moft  notorious  Story-feller  -,  that,  before 
he  met  the  prifoner,  he  had  hindered  one  of  the 
prifoner's  acquaintance  from  the  purfuit  of  his 
lawful  bufmefs.  with  the  account  of  his  fecorid 
marriage  j  and  that  he  had  detained  another  by 
the  button  of  his  coat,  that  verv  morning,  un-. 

Vol.  IV,  O  o       '  til 
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til  he  had  heard  feveral  witty  fayings  and  con- 
trivances of  the  profecutor's  eldeft  fon,  who 
was  a  boy  of  about  five  years  of  age.  Upon  the 
whole  matter,  Mr.  Bickerstaff  difmiffedthe 
accufation  as  frivolous,  and  fentenced  the  pro- 
fecutor  "  to  pay  damages  to  the  prifoner,  for 
**  what  the  prifoner  had  loft  by  giving  him  fo 
**  long  and  patient  an  hearing."  He  further 
reprimanded  the  profecutor  very  feverely,  and 
told  him,  *'  that  if  he  proceeded  in  his  ufual 
*'  manner  to  interrupt  the  bufinefs  of  mankind, 
"  he  would  fet  a  fine  upon  him  for  every  quar- 
**  ter  of  an  hour's  impertinence,  and  regulate 
**  the  faid  fine  according  as  the  time  of  the 
'*  perfon  fo  injured  ftiould  appear  to  be  more 
**  or  lefs  precious." 

Sir  Paul  Swash,  knight,  was  indifted  by 
Peter  Double,  gentleman,  for  not  returning 
the  bow  which  he  received  of  the  faid  Peter 
Double,  on  Wednefday  the  fixth  inftant,  at 
the  play-houfe  in  the  Hay  market.  The  pri- 
foner denied  the  receipt  of  any  fuch  bow,  and 
alledged  in  his  defence  that  the  profecutor 
would  oftentimes  look  full  in  his  face,  but  that 
when  he  bowed  to  the  faid  profecutor,  he 
would  take  no  notice  of  it,  or  bow  to  fomebody 
elfe  that  fat  quite  on  the  other  fide  of  him. 
He  likewife  alledged,  that  feveral  ladies  had 
complained  of  the  profecutor,  who,  after  ogling 
them  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  upon  their  making 
a  courtefy  to  him,  would  not  return  the  ci- 
vility of  a  bow.     The  Cenfor  obfeiving  feveral 

glances 
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glances  of  the  profecutbr's  eye,  and  perceiving 
that  when  he  talked  to  the  court  he  looked 
Upon  the  jury,  found  reafon  to  fufpe6l  there 
was  a  wrong  caft  in  his  fight,  which,  upon  ex- 
amination, proved  true.  The  Cenfor  there- 
fore ordered  the  prifoher,  that  he  might  not 
produce  any  more  confufions  in  pubUc  aflem- 
Wies,  "  never  to  bow  to  any  body  whom  he 
**  did  not  at  the  fame  time  call  to  by  name/' 

Oliver  Bluff  and  Benjamin  Browbeat 
were  indifted  for  going  to  fight  a  duel  fince 
theereflion  of  "  The  Court  of  Honour."  It 
appeared^  that  they  were  both  taken  up  in  the 
ftreet  as  they  pafled  by  the  court  in  their  v^ay  to 
the  fields  behind  Montague- houfe.  The  crimi- 
nals would  anfwer  nothing  for  rhemfeives,  but 
that  they  were  going  to  execute  a  challenge 
^hich  had  been  madeaweekbefoi-e  the"  Court 
•*  of  Honour"  was  ereCled.  The  Cenfor  find- 
ing fome  reafon  to  fufpeft,  by  the  fturdinefs 
of  their  behaviour,  that  they  were  not  fo  very 
brave  as  they  would  have  the  court  believe 
them,  ordered  them  both  to  be  fearched  by  the 
grand  jury,  who  found  a  breaft-plate  upon  the 
one,  and  two  quires  of  paper  upon  the  other. 
The  breaft-plate  was  immediately  ordered  to  be 
hung  upon  a  peg  over  Mr.  Bickerstaff's 
tribunal,  and  the  paper  to  be  laid  upon  the  ta- 
ble for  the  ufe  of  his  clerk.  He  then  ordered 
the  criminals  to  button  up  their  bofoms,  and, 
if  they  pleafed,  proceed  to  their  duel.  Upon 
which  they  both  went  very  quietly  out  of  the 

O  o  2  Court^ 
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Court,  and  retired  to  their  refpeftive  lodgings. 
— *'  The  court  then  adjourned  until  after  the 
holidays." 

Copia  vera,  Charles  Lillie*. 


*  See  N**  210,  note.  Here  ends  the  "  JouFnal  of  the  Court 
of  Honour/* 


N*  266.     Thurfday,  December  21,  1710 
STEELE. 


Rideat  et  pulfet  lajciva  decentius  aias. 

HoR.  2  Ep.  ii.  uh. 

Let  youth,  more  decent  in  their  follies,  fcofF 
The  naufeous  fcene,  and  hifs  thee  reeling  off. 

Francis. 


I 


From  my  own  Apartn>ent,  December  20. 

T  would  be  a  good  appendix  to  *'  The  Art 
*'  of  Living  and  Dying,'*  if  any  one  would 
write  *'  The  Art  of  growing  Old,"  and  teach 
men  to  refign  their  pretenfions  td  the  pleafures 
and  gallantries  of  youth,  in  proportion  to  the 
alteration  they  find  in  themlelves  by  the  ap- 
proach of  age  and  infirmities.  The  infirmities 
of  this  ftage  of  life  would  be  much  fewer,  if 
we  did  not  afFeft  thofe  which  attend  the  more 
vigorous  and  aftive  part  of  our  days  5  but  in- 

(lead 
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ftead  of  ftadylng  to  be  wifer,  or  being  con- 
tented withourprefent  follies,  the  ambition  of 
many  of  us  is  alfo  to  be  the  fame  fort  of  fools 
we  formerly  have  been.  I  have  often  argued, 
as  lama  profelfed  lover  of  women,  that  our 
fex  grows  old  with  a  much  worfe  grace  than 
the  other  does ;  and  have  ever  been  of  opinion, 
that  there  are  more  well  pleafed  old  women, 
than  old  men.  1  thouglu  it  a  good  reafon  for 
this,  that  the  ambition  of  the  fair  (qx  being 
confined  to  advantageous  marriages,  or  fhining 
in  the  eyes  of  men,  their  parts  were  over  fooner, 
and  confequently  the  errors  in  the  performance 
of  them.  The  conversation  of  this  evening  has 
not  convinced  me  of  the  contrary  ;  for  one  or 
two  fop-women  (hall  not  make  a  balance  for 
the  crowds  of  coxcombs  among  ourfelvcb,  di~ 
verfified  according  to  the  different  purfuits  of 
pleafure  and  bufinefs. 

Returning  home  this  evening  a  little  before 
my  ufual  hour,  1  fcarce  had  feated  nwfelf  in 
my  eafy  chair,  ftirred  the  fire,  and  ilroak  d  my 
cat,  but  1  heard  fomebody  come  rumbling  up 
flairs.  I  faw  my  door  opened,  and  a  human 
figure  advancing  towards  me,  fo  fantailically 
put  together,  that  it  was  fome  minutes  before 
1  difcovered  it  to  be  my  old  and  intin>ate  friend 
Sam  Trusty.  *  Immediately  I  rofe  up,  and 
placed  him  in   my  own  feat ;.  a  compliment  I 

*  See  N^  72.     Note  ad  fine m» 
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pay  to   few.     The   firft  thing  he  uttered  wa^ 
*'  Isaac,  fetch  rne  a  cup  of  your  cherry-  brandy 
**  before  you  ofrer  to  afk  any  queftion"     He 
drank  alulty  draught    fat  filent  for  fome  time, 
and   at  laft  broke  out ;  '-  1  am  come,"  quoth 
he,  '*  to  infult  thee  for  an  old  fantaflic  dotard, 
*'  as   thou  art,  in  ever  defending  the  women. 
**  I  have  this  evening  vifited  two  widows,  who 
*'  are  now  in  that  ftate  1  have  often  heard  you 
**  call  an  after-life  \  I  fuppofe  you  mean  by  it, 
**  an  exittence  which  grows  out  of  paft  enter- 
**  tainments,  and  is  an  untimely  delight  in  the 
^*  fatisfadtions  which  they  once  fet  their  hearty 
^*  upon  too  much  to  be  ever  able  to  relinquifli. 
•'  Have  but   patience,"  continued  he,  "  until 
**  I  give  you  a  fuccind  account  of  my  ladies, 
**  and   of  this   night's   adventure.     They  are 
'*  much  of  an  age,  but  very  different  in  their 
"  characters.     The  one  of  them,  with  all  the 
**  advances  which  years  have  made  upon  her, 
"  goes  on- in  a  certain  romantic  road  of  love 
*'  and  friendfliip  which   ihe  fell  into  in    her 
''  teens ;  the  other  has  transferred  the  amorous 
**  paffions  of  her  firft  years  to  the  love  of  cro- 
*'  nies,  petts    and  favourites,  with  which  flie 
'Ms  always  furrounded ;    but    the  genius    of 
*'  each  of  them  will  beft  appear  by  the  account 
*'  of   what    happened    tome  at  their  houfes. 
*'  About  five  this  afternoon,  being  tired  with 
"  ftudy,  the  v\'eathcr  inviting,  and  time  lying 
"  a  little  upon  my  hands,  I  refolved,  at  the  in- 
**  (ligation    of   my  evil  genius,  to  vifit  them  ; 
"  their  hufliands  having  been  our  contempo- 

"  raires. 
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**  rarles.     This  I  thought  I  could  do  without 
"  much  trouble ;  for  both  hve  in  the  very  next 
"  ftreet.     1  went  firft  to  n\y  lady  Camomile; 
•'  and  the  butler,  who  had  lived  long  in  the 
**  family,  and  feen    me  often  in  his  mailer's 
**  time,  ufliercd  me  very  civilly  into  the  par- 
*'  lour,  and  told  me,  though  my  lady  had  giver^ 
**  ftrid  orders  to  be  denied,  he  was  fure  1  might 
**  be  admitted,  and  bid  the  black  boy  acquaint 
*^  his  lady,  that  J  was  come  to  wait  upon  her. 
"  In  the  window  lay  two  letters,  one  ifroie  * 
"  open,  the  other  frefh  fealed  with  a  wafer : 
^*  the  firft  direded  to  the  divine  Cosm^lia,  the 
•'  fecond  to  the  charming  Lucinda;  but  both, 
**  by  the  indented  characters,  appeared  to  have 
^^  been  writ-f  by  very  unfteady  hands.  Such  un- 
**  common  addrefles  increafed  my  curiofity,  and 
"  put  me  upon  aiking  my  old  friend  the  but- 
**  ler,  if  he  knew  who  thofe    perfons  were  ? 
i<  «  Very  well>'  fays  he,  '  this    is    from  Mrs. 
**  Furbish  to  my  lady,  an  old  fchool-fellow 
"  and  great  crony  of  her  ladyfhip's ;  and  this 
**  the  anfwer/     I  enquired  in  what  county  ihe 
•'  lived.     '  Oh  dear  !'  fays  he,  '  but  juft  by,  in 
"  the  neighbourhood.     Why,  fhe  was  here  all 
**  this  morning,  and  that  letter  came  and  was 
**  anfwered  within  thefe  two  hours.  They  have 
*'  taken  an  odd  fancy,  you  muft  know,  to  cull 
**  one  another  hard  names ;  but,  for  all  that, 
they  love  one  another  hugely,'     By  this  time 
the  boy  returned  with  his  lady's  humble  fer- 

*  The  praUriie  of  the  verb,  for  the  parikipk, 
t  Contraction  for  written. 

O  o  4.  **  vice 
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^'  vice  to  me,  definng  1  would  excufe  her;  for 
*'  fhe  could  not  poffibly  fee  nie,  nor  any  body 
**elfe,  for  it  was  opera-night." 

**  Methinks,"  fays  1, '**  Tuch  innocent  folly 
*'  as  two  old  vvornen's  courtfhip  to  each  other, 
"  fliould  rather  make  you  merry  than  put  you 
*'  out  of  humour."  '^  Peace,  good  Isaac," 
fays  he,  *'  no  interruption  I  befeech  you.  I  got 
*'  foon  to  Mrs.  Feeblf/s,  fiie  that  w^s  formerly 
^  Betty  Frisk  ;  you  muft  needs  remember 
*'  her ;  Tom  Feeble  of  Braz;en  Nofe  fell  in 
^^  love  with  her  for  her  fine  dancing.  Well 
*^  Mrs.  Ursula,  without  further  ceremony, 
'*  carries  me  directly  up  to  her  miftrefs's  cham- 
'*  ber,  where  I  found  her  environed  by  four  of 
*^  the  moft  mifchievous  animals  that  can  eve^^ 
'*  infelt  a  family;  an  old  Ihock  dog  with  one 
^'  eye,  a  monkey  chained  to  one  fide  of  the 
"  chimney,  a  great  grey  fquirrel  to  the  other, 
**  and  a  pariot  waddling  in  the  middle  of  the 
''  room.  However,  for  a  while,  all  was  in  a 
^'  profo>and  tranquillity.  U[)on  the  mantle-trecy 
**  for  I  am  a  pretty  curious  obferver,  liood  a 
^'  pot  of  lambetive  eleftuary,  with  a  Hick  of 
•'  liquorice,  and  near  it  a  phial  of  rofe  water/ 
*'  diwd powder  cf  tutty.  U])on  the  table  lay  a 
*'  pipe  filled  with  betony  and  colt's  foot,  a  roll 
'*  of  wax-candle,  a  fiher  fpitting-pot,  and  a 
'*  Seville  orange-  1  he  lady  v/as  placed  in  a 
**  large  wicker  chair,  and  her  feet  wrapped  up 
^*  in  flannel,  fupported  by  cufliions ;  and  in 
"  this  attitude,  would  you  believe  it,  Isaac, 
'^  wcis  fhe  reading  a  romance  with  fpeflacles  on. 
^'  The  firft  compliments  over,  as  Ihe  was  in^ 

"  duftrioufly 
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^*  duflrioufly  endeavouring  to  enter  upon  con- 
*'  verfation,  a  violent  fit  of  coughing  feized  her. 
•^'  This  awaked  Shock,  and  in  a  trice  the  whole 
'^  room  was  in  an  uproar ;  for  the  dog  barked, 
**  thtfquirrel  fquealed,  the  monkey  chattered, 
**  the  parrot  fcreamed,  and  Ursula,  to  appeafe 
^'  them,  v^^as  more  clamorous  than  all  the  reft. 
*'  You,  Isaac,  who  know  how  any  harPa  noife 
*•  affects  my  head,  may  guefs  what  I  fuffered 
*'  from  the  hideous  din  of  thefe  difcordant 
'^  founds.  At  length  all  was  appeafed,  and 
*'  quiet  reftored :  a  chair  was  drawn  for  me; 
''  where  I  was  no  fooner  feated,  but  the  par- 
*'  rot  fixed  his  horny  beak,  as  iliarp  as  a  pair 
*'  of  fheers,  in  one  of  my  heels,  juft  above  the 
**  {hoe.  1  fprung  from  the  place  with  an  un- 
*'  ufual  agility,  and  fo,  being  within  the  mon- 
"  key's  reach,  he  fnatches  off  my  nev^  bob  wig^ 
**  and  throws  it  upon  two  apples  that  were 
^*  roafting  by  a  fullen  fea-coal  fire.  I  was  nim- 
*'  ble  enough  to  fave  it  from  any  further  dam- 
*'  age  than  finging  the  fore-top.  I  put  it  on  ; 
-*  and  compofuig  myfelf  as  well  as  1  could,  I 
"  drew  m.y  chair  towards  the  other  fide  of  the 
*'  chimney.  The  good  lady,  as  foon  as  (lie  had 
"  recovered  breath,  employed  it  in  making  a 
*'  thoufand  apologies,  and,  with  great  elo- 
"■^  quence,  and  a  numerous  train  of  words,  la- 
"-^  men  ted  my  misfortune.  In  the  middle  of 
''  her  harangue,  I  felt  fomething  fcratching 
*'  near  my  knee,  and  feeling  what  it  fhould  he, 
*' found  the  fquirrel  had  got  into  my  coat 
*'  pocket.  As  I  endeavoured  to  remove  him 
^'  from  his  burrow,  he  made  his  teeth  meet 

"  through 
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*'  through  the  flefhy  part  of  my  fore- finger. 
**  This  gave  nie  an  unexpreffible  pain.  The 
**  Hungary  water  was  immediateiy  brought  ta 
**  bathe  it,  and  gold-beaters  Ikin  applied  to 
*'  flop  the  blood.  The  lady  renewed  her  ex- 
*'  cuies  J  but  being  now  out  of  all  patience,  I 
**  abruptly  took  my  leave,  and  hobbling  down 
**  ftairs  with  heedlefs  hafte,  I  fet  my  foot  full 
*^  in  a  pail  of  water,  and  down  we  came  to  the 
*'  bottom  to^^ethcr."  Here  my  friend  conclu- 
ded his  narrative,  and,  with  acompofcd  coun- 
tenance, I  began  to  make  him  compliments  of 
condolence  j  but  he  ftarted  from  his  chair,  and 
faid,  "  Isaac,  you  may  fpare  your  fpeeches,  I 
•'  expeft  no  reply.  When  I  told  you  this,  I 
**  knew  you  would  laugh  at  me ;  but  the  next 
"  woman  that  makes  mq  ridiculous  ftiall  be  a 
**  young  one." 

N°267.    Saturday  December  23,  1710. 
A  D  D  I  S  O  N^ 

^i  genus  humanum  ingeniojwperavit,  et  omms 
Reftinxit  Jiellas^  exortus  uti  aeriusJoL    Lucr.  iii.  10^6, 
His  genius  quite  obfcurM  the  brighteft  ray 
Of  human  thought,  as  SoFs  effulgent  beams 
At  morn's  approach,  cxtinguilhall  the  ftars. 

K.  Wynni. 

From  my  own  Apartment,   December  22. 
HAVE  heard  that  it  is  a  rule  among  the 
conventuals  of  feveral  orders  in  the  Romiflx 

church 

•  This  Paper  is  afcribcd    to  ADDifON   in  the  tranfcript 
from  the  Miii.  notes  of  Chriltopher  Byron,  efq.  mentioned 
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church  to  fhut  themfelves  up  at  a  certain  time 
of  the  year,  not  only  from  the  world  in  ge- 
neral, but  from  the  members  of  their  own  fra- 
ternity ;  and  to  pafs  away  feveral  days  by  them- 
felves in  fettling  accounts  between  their  Maker 
and  their  own  fouls,  in  canceling  unrepented 
Climes,  and  renewing  their  contrads  of  obe- 
dience for  the  future.     Such  ftated  times  for 
particular  ads  of  devotion,  or  the  exercife  of 
certain  religious  duties,  have  been  enjoined  iri 
all  civil  governments,  whatever  deity  they  wor- 
ihipped,  or  whatever  Religion  they  profeffed. 
That  which  may  be  done  at  all  times,  is  often 
totally  neg!e6ted   and  forgotten,  unlefs   fixed 
and  determined  to  fome  time  more  than  ano- 
ther;  and  therefore,  though  feveral  duties  may 
be  fuitable  to  every  day  of  our  hves,  they  are 
jnoft  likely  to  be  performed,  if  fome  days  are 
more  particularly  fet  apart  for  the  pra6lice  of 
them.     Our  church  has  accordingly  inftituted 
feveral  feafons  of  devotion,  when  time,  cuftom, 
prefcription,  and,  if  I  may  fo  fay,  the  fafliioa 
itfelf,  call  upon  a  man  to  be  ferious,  and  at- 
tentive to  the  great  end  of  his  being. 

I  have  hinted  in  fome  former  Papers,  that 
the  greateft  and  wifeft  of  men  in  all  ages  and 
countries,  particularly  in  Rome  and  Greece, 
were  renowned  for  their  piety  and  virtue.  Jt 
is  now  my  intention  to  fhew,  how  thofe  in  our 

m  a  not£  on  N^  74.  It  is  likewirc  re-printed  by  Mr.  Tickell 
m  his  edition  of  Addison^s  ^'  Works,'*  vol,  II.  p.  370. 
Birmingham,  1761,  4to. 
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own  nation,  that  have  been  iinqueftionably 
the  moft  eminent  for  learning  and  knowledge, 
were  Ijkewife  the  vmoft  eminent  for  their  ad- 
herence to  the  religion  of  their  country. 

I  might  produce  veryfhining  examples  from 
among  the  clergy ;  but  becaufe  prieft-craft  is 
the  common  cry  of  every  cavilling,  empty  fcrib- 
bler,  1  fhall  fhew  that  all  the  laymen  who  have 
exerted  a  more  than  ordinary  genius  in  their 
writings,  and  were  the  glory  of  their  times, 
were  men  whofc  hopes  were  filled  with  immor- 
tality, and  the  profpeft  of  future  rewards,  and 
men  who  lived  in  a  dutiful  fubmiffion  to  all 
the  doftrines  of  revealed  REhiGio}^. 

I  fhall,  in  this  Paper,  only  inftance  Sir 
Francis  Bacon,  a  man  who,  for  greatnefs  of 
genius,  and  compafs  of  knov\ ledge,  did  honour 
to  his  age  and  country  j  I  could  almoft  fay  to 
human  nature  itfelf.  He  poflefTed  at  once  all 
thofe  extraordinary  talents,  which  were  divided 
amongrt  the  greateft  authors  of  antiquity. 
He_  had  the  found,  diftinit,  comprehenfive 
knowledge  of  x\kistotle,  with  all  the  beau- 
tiful lights,  graces,  and  embellifliments  of  Ci- 
CKKo.  One  does  not  know  which  to  admire 
moft  in  hi^s  writings,  the  ftrength  of  reafon, 
force  of  ftyle,  or  brightnefs  of  imagination. 

"1  his  author  has  remarked  in  feveral  parts  of 
his  works,  that  a  thorough  infight  into  Philo- 
1(  phy  makes  a  good  believer,  and  that  a  fmat- 
termg  in  it  naturally  produces  fuch  a  race  of 
dcipicable  infidels  as  the  little  profligate  writers 

of 
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of  the  prefent  age,  whom  T  muft  confcfs,  I 
have  always  accufed  to  myfelf,  not  fo  much  for 
their  want  of  faith  as  their  want  of  learning. 

I  was  infinitely  pleafed  to  find,  among  the 
works  of  this  extraordinary  man,  a  Prayer  of 
his  own  compofing,  which,  for  the  elevation 
of  thought,  and  greatnefs  of  expreflion,  feems 
rather  the  devotion  of  an  angel  than  a  man. 
His  principal  fault  feems  to  have  been  the  ex- 
cefs  of  that  virtue  which  covers  a  multitude  of 
faults.  This  betrayed  him  to  fo  great  an  in- 
dulgence towards  his  fervants,  who  made  a 
corrupt  ufe  of  it,  that  it  dripped  him  of  all 
thofe  riches  and  honours  which  a  long  feries 
of  merits  had  heaped  upon  him.  But  in  this 
Prayer,  at  the  fame  time  that  we  find  him 
proftrating  himfelf  before  the  great  mercy-feat, 
and  humbled  under  afflictions,  which  at  that 
time  lay  heavy  upoji  him,  we  fee  him  fupported 
by  the  knit  of  his  integrity,  his  zeal,  his  de- 
votion, and  his  love  to  mankind  ;  which  give 
him  a  much  higher  figure  in  the  minds  of 
thinking  men,  than  that  greatnefs  had  cjpne 
from  which  he  was  fallen.  I  fliall  beg  leave 
to  w^ite  down  the  Prayer  itfelf,  with  the  title 
with  it,  as  it  was  found  amongfl:  his  lordjfhip's 
papers,  written  in  his  own  hand  ;  not  being 
able  to  furnifli  my  readers  with  an  entertain- 
ment more  fuitable  to  this  folemn  time  *. 

*  The  approach  of  Chriftmas. 
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A  PRAYER,  or  PSALM,  made  by  my  LorJBACON^ 
Chancellor  of  England. 
"  Moft  gracious  lord  god,  my  merciful  Fa- 
'  ther  J  from  my  youth  up  my  Creator,  my  Re- 

*  deemer,  my  Comforter.      Thou,    O  lord, 

*  foundeft  and  fearcheft  the  depths  and  fecrets 

*  of  all  hearts;  thou  acknowledgeft  the  upright 
'of  heart;  thou  judgeft  the  hypocrite;  thou 
'  pondereft  mens  thoughts  and  doings  as  in  a 

*  balance;  thou  meafureft  their  intentions  as 

*  with  a  line;  vanity  and  crooked  ways  can- 
'  not  be  hid  from  thee. 

"  Remember,  O  lord  !  how  thy  fervant  hath 
'walked  befoi*e  thee;  remember  what  I  have 

*  firfl:  fought,  and  what  hath  been  principal  in 
'  my  intentions.  I  have  loved  thy  aflemblies,  I 
'  have  mourned  for  the  divifions  of  thy  churchy 
'  I  have  delighted  in  the  brightnefs  of  thy  fanc- 
'  tuary.    This  vine,  which  thy  right-hand  hath 

*  planted  in  this  nation,  I  have  ever  prayed  unto 

*  thee  that  it  might  have  the  firft  and  the  latter 
'  rain,  and  that  it  might  ftretch  her  branches  to 

*  the  feas,  and  to  the  floods.     The  iiate  and 

*  bread  of  the  poor  and  opprelTed  have  been 
'  precious  in  mine  eyes;  I  have  hated  all  cruelty 

*  and  hardnefs  of  heart;  1  have,  though  in  a 

*  defpifed  weed,  procured  the  good  of  all  men. 

*  If  any  have  been  my  enemies,  I  thought  not 

*  of  them,  neither  hath  the  fun  almoft  fet  upon 

*  my  difpleafure;  but  I  have  been,  as  a  dove, 
'  free  from  fuperfluity  of  malicioufnefs.    Thy 

*  creatures  have  been  my  books,  but  thy  Scrip- 

"  tureg 
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**  tures  much  more.  I  have  fought  thee  ia 
**  the  courts,  fields,  and  gardens;  but  I  have 
**  found  thee  in  thy  temples. 

**  Thoufands  have  been  my  fins,  and  ten 
**  thoufands  my  tranfgreflions,  but  thy  fane- 
*^  tifications  have  remained  with  me,  and  my 
*'  heart,  thro'  thy  grace,  hath  been  an  un- 
**  quenched  coal  upon  thine  altar. 

*'  O  LORD,  my  ftrength !  1  have  fince  my 
**  youth  met  with  thee  in  all  my  ways,  by  thy 
**  fatherly  compaffions,    by   thy   comfortable 
**  chaftifements,  and  by  thy  moft  vifible  pro- 
**  vidence.      As   thy  favours    have   increafed 
"  upon  me,    fo  have  thy   corrections;  fo  as 
**  thou  haft  been  always  near  me,  O  lord  I 
**  and  ever  as  my  worldly  bkflings  were  ex- 
**  alted,  fo  fecret  darts  from  thee  have  pierced 
**  me;  and  when  I  have  afcended  before  men, 
**  I  have  defcended  in  humiliation  before  thee. 
**  And  now,  when  1  thought  moft  of  peace  and 
**  honour,  thy  hand  is  heavy  upon  me,  and 
**  hath  humbled  me  according  to  thy  former 
*'  loving-kindnefs,  keeping  me  ftill  in  thy  fa- 
**  therly  fchool,  not  as  a  baftard,   but  as  a 
*'  child.     Juft  are  thy  judgments  upon  me  for 
•'  my  fins,  which  are  more  in  number  than  the 
*'  fands  of  the  fea,  but  have  no  proportion  to 
**  thy  mercies;  for  what  are  the  fands  of  the  fea; 
**  Earth,  Heavens,  and  all  thefe,  are  nothing  to 
"  thy  mercies.     Befides  my  innumerable  fins, 
**  I  confefs  before  thee,  that  I  am  debtor  to 
"  Thee  for  the  gracious  talent  of  thy  gifts  and 
<«  graces,  which  I  have  neither  put  into  a  nap- 

**  km, 
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*'  kin,  nor  put  it,  as  I  ought,  to  exchangers> 
**  where  it  might  have  made  beft  profit,  but 
"  mifpent  it  in  things  for  which  I  was  leaft  fit : 
*' fo  I  may  truly  lay,  my  foul  hath  been  a 
**  ftranger  in  the  courfe  of  my  pilgrimage.  Be 
**  merciful  unto  me,  Olord,  for  my  Saviour's 
*'  fake  and  receive  me  unto  thy  bofom,  or 
**  guide  me  in  thy  ways." 


N"  268.     Tuefday,   December  26,   i-^io. 
STEELE. 


O  te^  Bolane,  cerebri 


Felice  m!  aieham  tacitusy  cum  quidlihet  ille 

GarrireL  Hor.  1  Sat.  ix,  if^ 


I  thus  in  muttering  filence  fretted  j 

*'  BoLANUs,  happy  in  a  fcnll 

*'  Of  proof    impenetrably  dull, 

**  O  for  a  portion  of  thy  brains  T*  Francis. 

From  my  own  Apartment^   December  25. 

AT  my  coming  hofne  iaft  night,  I  found 
upon  my  table  the  following  petition  or 
piojefl:  fent  me  from  Lloyd's  coffee- houfe  m 
the  city,  with  a  prefent  of  Port  wine,  which 
had  been  bought  at  a  late  au'ftion  held  in  that 
place. 

''  To 
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*^  To  Isaac   Bickerstaff,  Efquire. 
»•  Cenfor  of  Great- Britain. 

**  Lloyd's  CofFee-hoUfe,  Lombard- fireet,  Dec.  23. 

**  We  the  cuftomers  of  this  coffee-houfe,  ob- 
*'  ferving  that  you  have  taken  into  your  confi- 
*'  deration  the  great  mifchiefs  daily  done  in  this 
*«  city  by  coffee-houfe  orators,  do  humbly  beg 
**  leave  to  reprefent  to  you,  that  this  coffee- 
"  houfe  being  provided  with  a  Pulpit  for  the 
"  benefit  of  fuch  auctions  that  are  frequently 
*'  made  in  this  place,  it  is  our  cuftom,  upon 
"  the  firfl  coming  in  of  the  news,  to  order  a 
<*  youth,  who  officiates  as  the  Kidney  ^  of  the 
«'  cofFee-houfe,  to  get  into  xhtPulpii,  and  read 
**  every  paper  with  a  loud  and  diftind  voice, 
"  while  the  whole  audience  are  fipping  their 
*'  refpeftive  liquors.  We  do  therefore.  Sir, 
*'  humbly  propofe,  that  there  be  a  pulpit 
«'  eredled  within  every  coffee  houfe  of  this  city 
<*  and  the  adjacent  parts;  that  one  of  the  wai- 
«*  ters  of  the  cofFce-houfe  be  nominated  as 
«*  Reader  to  the  faid  Pulpit ;  that  after  the  news 
''  of  the  day  has  been  publiflied  by  the  faid  Lee- 
**  turer,  fome  politician  of  good  note  do  afcend 
"  into  the  faid  Pulpit  -,  and,  after  having  chofen 
*'  for  his  text  any  article  of  the  faid  news,  that 
"  he  do  eftablifh  the  authority  of  fuch  article, 
"  clear  the  doubts  that  may  arife  thereupon, 

♦  The  waiter.     See  Tat.  N"  i,  et  pajfim. 

Vol,  IV.  P  p  ''  compare 
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*'  compare  it  with  parallel  texts  in  other  pa- 
''  pers,  advance  upon  it  vvholeiome  points  of 
'-  do£trine,  and  draw  from  it  falutaiy  conclu- 
*'  fions  for  the  benefit  and  edification  of  all 
''  that  hear  him.  We  do  likewife  humbly 
*'  propofe,  that  upon  any  fuch  politician's 
"  quitting  the  ^^tilpit^  he  fhall  be  fucceeded  by 
*'  any  other  Orator  that  finds  himfelf  moved  by 
''  the  fame  public  fplrit,  who  fhall  be  at  full 
'"  hberty  either  to  enforce  or  overthrow  what 
'*  the  other  has  faid  before  him,  and  may  in  the 
"  lame  manner,  be  fucceeded  by  any  other  poli- 
'  rician,  who  fhali,  with  the  fame  liberty,  con- 
*'  firm  or  impugn  his  reafons,  ftrengthen  or 
**  invalidate  his  conjectures,  enlarge  upon  his 
*'  fch ernes,  or  ere6l  new  ones  of  his  own.  We 
**  do  likewife  further  propofe,  that  if  any  per- 
**  fon,  of  what  age  and  rank  foever,  do  prefume 
**  to  cavil  at  any  paper  that  has  been  read,  or  to 
*'  hold  forth  upon  it  longer  than  the  fpace  of 
*'  one  minute,  that  he  be  immediately  ordered 
*'  up  into  the  Pulpit,  there  to  make  good 
"an  y  thing  that  he  has  fuggefted  upon  the 
*'  floor.  We  do  likewife  further  propofe,  that 
*'  if  any  one  plays  the  Orator  in  the  ordinary 
"  coffee-houfe  converfation,  whether  it  be  upon 
•'  peace  or  war,  on  plays  or  fermpns,  bufinefs 
*'  or  poetry,  that  he  be  forthwith  dcfired  to 
",  take  his  place  in  the  Pulpit.  This,  Sir,  we 
*'  humbly  prefume  may  in  a  great  meafure 
**  put  a  flop  to  thofe  fuperficial  ftatefmen,  who 

*'  would 
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*'  would  not  dare  to  ftand  up  in  this  manner 
"  before  a  whole  congregation  of  politicians, 
*'  notwithftanding  the  long  and  tedious  ha- 
**  rangues  and  differtations  which  they  daily 
*'  utter  in  private  circles,  to  the  breaking  of 
*'  many  honeft  tradefmen,  the  feducing  of  fe- 
**  veral  eminent  citizens, 'the  making  of  num- 
**  berlefs  malcontents,  and  to  the  great  detri- 
**  ment  and  dif4uiet  of  her  majefty's  fub- 
*'jeas/' 

I  do  heartily  concur  with  niy  ingenious 
friends  of  the  above-mentioned  coffee-houfe  jii 
thefe  their  Propofals  :  and  becaufe  I  apprehend 
there  may  be  reafons  to  put  an  immediate  flop 
to  the  grievance  complained  of,  it  is  my  inten- 
tion, that,  until  fuch  time  as  the  aforefaid  Pid^ 
pits  can  be  erefbed,  tv try  Orator  do  place  him- 
ielf  within  the  bar,  and  from  thence  didtate 
whatfoever  he  (hall  think  neceffary  for  the 
public  good. 

And  further^  becaufe  I  am  Very  defirous  that 
proper  ways  and  means  fhould  be  found  out 
for  the  fuppreffing  oi  Jiory-tellers'^^  d.nA  fine- 
talkers  in  all  ordinary  converfations  whatfo- 
ever, I  do  infill:,  that  in  every  private  club, 
company,  or  meeting  over  a  bottle,  there  be 
always  an  Elbow  ciiAiR  placed  at  the  table;  and 
that  as  foon  as  any  one  begins  a  long jlory  or 
extends  his  difcourfe  beyond  the  fpace  of  one 
minute,  he  be  forthwith  thruft  into  the  faid 

•  See  N^  264,  Note-,  and  N°  201  j  adv.  adfineTn. 

P  p  2  Elbow^ 
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Elbow-Chair^  unlefs  upon  any  of  the  company's 
calling  out,  «^  to  the  Chairs"  he  breaks  off  ab- 
ruptly and  holds  his  tongue. 

There  are  two  fpecies  of  men,  notwithftand- 
ing  any  thing  that  has  been  here  faid,  whom 
I  would  exempt  from  the  difgrace  of  the  Elbow 
Chair,  i  he  ficft  are  thofe  buffoons  that  have 
a  talent  of  mimicking  the  fpeech  and  behaviour 
of  other  perfons,  and  turning  all  their  patrons, 
friends  and  acquaintance,  into  ridicule.  I 
look  upon  your  Pantomime  as  a  legion  in  a 
man,  or  at  leaft  to  be  like  Virgil's  monfter, 
*'  with  an  hundred  mouths,  and  as  many 
**  tongues." 

■  Lingwe  centum  funt^  oraque  centum* 

And,  therefore,  would  give  him  as  much  time 
to  talk  in,  as  would  be  allowed  to  the  whole 
body  of  perfons  he  reprefents,  were  they  ac- 
tually in  the  company  which  they  divert  by 
proxy.  Provided,  however,  that  the  faid  Pan- 
tomime do  not,  upon  any  pretence  whatfo- 
ever,  utter  any  thing  in  his  own  particular 
opinion,  language,  or  charader. 

I  would  likewife.  in  the  fecond  place,  grant 
an  exemption  from  the  Elbow  Chair  to  any 
perfon  who  treats  the  company,  and  by  that 
means  may  be  fuppofed  to  pay  for  his  audi- 
ence. A  gueft  cannot  take  it  ill,  if  he  be  not 
allowed  to  talk  in  his  turn  by  a  perfon  who 
puts  his  mouth  to  a  better  employment,  and 
flops  it  with  good  beef  and  mutton*     In  this 

cafe . 
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cafe  the  gueft  is  very  agreeably  filenced,  and 
feems  to  hold  his  tongue  under  that  kind  of 
bribery  which  the  ancients  called  bos  in  lingua^. 

If  1  can  once  extirpate  the  race  of  folid  and 
fubftantial  Humdrums^  I  hope,  by  my  whole- 
fome  and  repeated  advices,  quickly  to  reduce 
the  infignificant  Tittle-tattles,  and  Matter-QJ" 
faSi-men,  that  abound  in  every  quarter  of  this 
great  city, 

Epictetus,  in  his  little  fyftem  of  morality, 
prefcribes  the  following  rule  with  that  beauti- 
ful fimphcity  which  fliines  through  ail  his  pre- 
cepts :  "  Beware  that  thou  never  tell  thy  dreams 
**  in  company  ;  for,  notwithftanding  thou 
**  mayeft  take  a  pleafure  in  telling  thy  dreams, 
*'  the  company  will  take  no  pleafure  in  hear- 
"  ing  them." 

This  rule  is  conformable  to  a  maxim  which 
I  have  laid  down  in  a  late  Paper,  and  mult  al- 
ways inculcate  into  thofe  of  my  readers  who 
find  in  themfelves  an  inclination  to  be  very 
talkative  and  impertinent,  '*  that  they  ihould 
"  notfpeak  to  pleafe  themfelves,  but  thofe  that 
'*  hear  them." 

It  has  been  often  obferved  by  witty  efiay- 
writers,  that  the  deepeft  waters  are  always  the 
moft  filent;  that  empty  veffels  make  the 
greateft  found;  and  tinkling  cymbals  the  woril 

*  An  allufion  to  the  image  of  a  bully  ox^  or  cew^  {lampt 
upon  the  money  then,  to  give  it  currency,  whence  the 
coin  was  called  bos-y  and  this  phrafe  was  ufed  o(  fuch  as  were 
bribed  by  fuch  money  to  be  filent. 

P  p  3  mufic. 
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miific.  The  marquis  of  Halifax,  in  his  ad- 
mirable *«  Advice  to  a  Daughter,"  tells  her, 
**  that  good  fenfe  has  always  fomething  fulleii 
*'  in  it:"  but  as  fullennefs  does  not  imply 
filence,  but  an  ill-natured  filence,  I  wifh  his 
Jordfhip  had  given  a  fofter  name  to  it.  Since 
I  am  engaged  unawares  in  quotations,  I  muft 
not  omit  the  fatire  which  Horace  has  written 
againft  this  impertinent  talkative  companion  5 
and  which,  I  think>  is  fuller  of  humour  than 
any  other  fatire  he  has  written.  This  great 
author,  v/ho  had  the  niceft  tafte  of  converfa^ 
tion,  and  was  himfelf  a  moft  agreeable  com- 
panion, had  fo  ftrong  an  antipathy  to  a  great 
talker,  that  he  was  afraid  fome  time  or  other 
it  v^ould  be  mortal  to  him;  as  he  has  very  hu^ 
mouroufly  defcribed  it  in  hisconverfation  witti 
an  impertinent  fellow,  who  had  like  to  havQ 
been  the  death  of  him, 

JnterpeVandi  locus  hie  erat !  Eft  iih'i  mater, 
Cognati,  quels  tejaho  eft  opus  ?  Haudmihi  quifquam^ 
Omnes  compcfui      Felices  I  nunc  ego  refto ; 
Confice:  namque  inftat  fatum  mihi  trifte,  Sahella 
^cd  puero  cecinit  divina  mot  a  anus  iirnd. 
TiunL  neque  dira  venena,  rec  t  ofticus  auferet  enfis^ 
I\^ec  laierum  dolor,  aut  tuffu^  nee  tarda  fodagra, 
Cj'.irrulus  hunc  quando  conjumet  cunque  ;   loquaces 
Sijapiat,  'uitet,  fnnul  atque  adoleverit  ^etas. 

HoR.  I  Sat.  ix.  26. 

Have  you  no  mother,  fider,  friends, 
Whofe  welfare  on  your  health  depends  ? — 

''  Not 
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*•  Not  one;  I  faw  them  all  by  turns 

•*  Securely  fettled  in  their  urns." 

Thrice  happy  they,  fecure  from  pain  ! 

And  I  thy  vidlim  now  rennain  ; 

Difpatch  me  ;  for  my  goody  nurfe 

Early  prefag'd  this  heavy  curfe. 

She  conn'd  it  by  the^c-i?^  ajtd Jhears '^y 

And  now  it  falls  upon  my  cars 

*'  Nor  poifon  fell,  with  ruin  ftor'd, 

**  Nor  horrid  point  of  hodile  fword, 

**  Nor  pleurify,  nor  afthma-cough, 

'*  Nor  cripple  gout  fhall  cut  him  offj 

'*  Anoify  tongue  and  babbling  breach 

^*  Shall  teaze,  and  talk  ray  child  to  death. 

*'  Let  him  avoid,  as  he  would  hanging, 

"  Your  folks  long  winded  in  haranguing." 

Franci"?. 
*  See  Donne's  "Poems/*  1719*   iimo,   p.    i  16  ;  an! 
verfification  in  Pope's   "  Works,"   121110,  1770,  vol,  II. 
p.  319.  &c. 


N''269.     Thurfday,  December  28,  1710. 
STEELE. 


Hcc  nug^Jeria  ducunt 


In  mala Hor.  Ars  Poet.  45  i . 

Trifles  fuch  as  thefe 

To  ferious  mifchiefs  lead Francis. 

From  my  own  Apartment,  December  27. 

I  FIND  my  correfpondents  are  univejiaMy 
oftended  at  me  for  taking  notice  fo  ftldo-n 
Pp4  .  of 
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of  their  letters-  and  I  fear  people  have  taken 
the  advantage  of  my  filence  to  go  on  in  their 
errors  ;  for  which  reafon  f  ihall  hereafter  be 
more  careful  ro  aafwer  all  lawful  queftions 
and'juft  complaints,  as  foon  as  they  come  to 
my  hands.  Ihe  two  following  epiftles  relate 
to  very  gr  at  mifchiefs  in  the  moft  important 
articles  of  life,  love  and  friendfhip, 

**   Mr.   BlCKFRSTAFF,  Dcrfetjh}re,  Decemh.  20. 

**  It  is  oiy  misforiune  to  be  enamoured  of  a 

*  lady,  that  is  neither  very  beautiful,  very 
'  witty,  nor  at  ^11  well-natured;  but  has 
'  the  vanity  to  think  fhe  excels  in  all  thefe 

*  qualifications,  and  therefore  is  cruel,  info- 
'  lent,  and  fcornful.  VvMien  I  ftudy  to  pleafe 
'  her,  fhe  treats  me  with  the  utmoft  rudenefs 

*  and  ill-manners:  if  I  approach  her  perfon, 
'  fhe  fights,  ihe  fcratches  me  :  if  I  offer  a 
'civil  falute,  Ihe  bites   me;    infomuch,  that 

*  very  lately,  before  a  whole  affembly  of  ladies 
'  and  gentlemen,  fhe  ripped  out  a  confidcr- 
'  able  part  of  my  left  cheek.  This  is  no  fooner 
'  done,  but  (he  begs  my  pardon  in  the  mofl 

*  handfome  and  becoming  terms  imaginable, 
'  gives   herfelf  worfe  language  than  I  could 

*  find  in  my  heart  to  do,  lets  me  embrace  her 
'  to  pacify  her  while  fhe  is  railing  at  herfelf, 

*  proteils  fhe  deferves  the  efleem  of  no  one 
'  living,  fays  1  am  too  good  to  contradict  her 
'  when  (lie  thus  accufes  herfelf.  This  atones 
'  for  all  i  tempts  me  to  renew  my  addrefles, 

*'  which 
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**  which  are  ever  returned  in  the  fame  obliging 
**  manner.  Thus,  without  fome  fpeedy  relief, 
*'  I  am  in  danger  of  lofing  my  whole  face, 
«'  Notwithftanding  all  this,  I  doat  upon  her, 
''  and  am  fatisfied  fhe  loves  me.  becaufe  Ihe 
*'  takes  me  for  a  man  of  fenfe,  which  I  have 
**  been  generally  thought,  except  in  this  one 
"  inftance.  Your  refle6lions  upon  this  ftrange 
"  amour  would  be  very  ufeful  in  thefe  parts, 
*'  where  we  are  over- run  with  wild  beauties 
"  and  romps.  I  earneftly  beg  your  afliftance, 
**  either  to  deliver  me  from  the  power  of  this 
*'  unaccountable  inchantment,  or,  by  fome 
"  proper  animadverfions,  to  civilize  the  be- 
•'  haviour  of  this  agreeable  ruftic.  I  am,  Sir, 
^*  your  moft  humble  fervant,         Ebenezer.*" 

**  Mr.  BiCKERSTAFF, 

«*  I  now  take  leave  to  addrefs  you  in  your 
**  charafter  of  Cenfor,  and  complain  to  you, 
*'  that  among  the  various  errors  in  converfa- 
**  tion  which  you  have  correfted,  there  is  one 
**  which,  though  it  has  not  efcaped  a  general 
"  reproof,  yet  feems  to  deferve  a  more  parti- 

•  Tn  the  "  Letters  to  the  Tatler  and  Spectator,'* 
publiflied  by  C.  Lillie,  N'i25,  p.  326,  vol.  I.  there  is  one, 
on  a  fubjedi:  very  fimilar  to  this,figned  R.  H.  It  was  writ- 
ten after  this  date,  from  Lincoln's  Inn,  by  a  very  worthy, 
and  amiable  Conveyancer,  commonly  called  by  his  friends, 
and  acquaintances,  Robin  Harper.  The  publication  of 
that  gentleman's  letter  feems  to  have  been  anticipated,  by 
the  previous  appearance  of  this  epiftle.     See  utfupra, 

*'  cular 


586  THE    TATLER.       N^  269. 

**  cular  feverity.  It  is  an  humour  of  jefting 
«*  on  difageeable  fubjefts,  and  infifting  on  the 
"  jeft,  the  more  it  creates  uneafinefs ;  and  this 
**  ibme  men  think  they  have  a  title  to  do  as 
**  friends.  Is  the  defign  of  jefting  to  provoke  ? 
**  or  does  friendfhip  give  a  privilege  to  fay 
"  things  with  a  defign  to  fliock  ?  How  can 
<*  that  be  called  a  jeft  which  has  nothing  in  it 
"  but  bitternefs  ?  It  is  generally  allowed  necef- 
**  fary,  for  the  peace  of  company,  that  men 
<*  fhould  a  little  ftudy  the  tempers  of  each 
**  other ;  but  certainly  that  muft  be  in  order 
*'  to  fhun  what  is  ofFenfive,  not  to  make  it  a 
•^  conftant  entertainment.  The  frequent  re- 
**  petition  of  what  appears  harfh,  will  una- 
*'  voidably  leave  a  rancour  that  is  fatal  to 
*'  friendfhip ;  and  I  doubt  much  whether  it 
*«  would  be  an  argument  of  a  man*s  good-hu- 
<*  mour,  if  he  fhould  be  roufed  by  perpetual 
<'  teazing,  to  treat  th  fe  who  do  it  as  his  ene- 
*'  mies.  In  a  word,  whereas  it  is  a  common 
*'  pradlice  to  let  a  ftory  die,  merely  becaufe  it 
'*  does  not  touch,  1  think  fuch  as  mention  one 
'*  they  find  does,  are  as  troublefome  to  fociety, 
**  and  as  unfit  for  it,  as  wagu  ^nen  of  figure^ 
^^  good  talkers,  or  any  o\\\zx  Apei  in  converfa- 
**  tion  J  and  therefore,  for  the  public  benefit, 
**  I  hope  you  will  caufe  them  to  be  branded 
"  with  fuch  a  name  as  they  deferve.  I  am, 
"  Sir,  yours,  */  Patient  Friendly." 

The 
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The  cafe  of  Ebenezer  is  a  very  common 
one,  and  is  always  cured  by  negled.  Thefe 
fantaftical  returns  of  afFe£lior»  proceed  from  a 
certain  vanity  in  the  other  fex,  fupported  by  a 
perverted  tafte  in  ours.  I  muft  publifh  it  as  a 
rule,  that  no  faults  which  proceed  from  the 
will,  either  in  a  miftrefs  or  a  friend,  are  to  be 
tolerated:  but  we  fliould  be  fo  eomplaifant  to 
ladies,  as  to  let  them  difpleafe  when  they  aim 
at  doing  it.  Pluck  up  a  fpirit,  Ebenezer  ;  re- 
cover the  ufe  of  your  judgement,  and  her  faults 
will  appear,  or  her  beauties  vanifh,  "Her 
'*  faults  begin  to  pleafe  me  as  well  as  my  own," 
is  a  fentence  very  prettily  put  into  the  mouth 
of  a  lover  by  the  comic  poet  *;  but  he  never 
defigned  it  for  a  maxim  of  life,  but  the  piflure 
of  an  imperfed:ion.  If  Ebenezer  takes  my 
advice,  the  fame  temper  which  made  her  info- 
lent  to  his  love;  will  make  her  fubmiflive  to  his 
indifference. 

I  cannot  wholly  afcribethe  faults  mentioned 
in  the  fecond  letter,  to  the  fame  vanity  or  pride 
in  companions  who  fecretly  triumph  over  their 
friends,  in  being  fharp  upon  them  in  things 
where  they  are  moft  tender -f*.  But  when  this 
fort  of  behaviour  does  not  proceed  from  that 
fource,  it  does  from  barrennefs  of  invention, 
^nd  an  inability  to  fupport  a  converfation  in  a 
way  lefs  offenfive.  It  is  the  fame  poverty  which 
makes  men  fpeak  or  write  fmuttily,  that  forces 

*  Conor  EVR,  fee"  The  Way  of  the  World."  acl.i.  fc.  iii. 
t  See  N°  215^  N^  219,  N°  2 1 5, and  Note, 

them 
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them  to  talk  vexingly.  As  obfcene  language 
IS'  an  addrefs  to  the  lewd  for  applaufe,  fo  are 
(harp  allufions  an  appeal  to  the  ill-natured. 
But  mean  and  illiterate  is  that  converiation, 
where  one  man  exerciles  his  wit  to  make  ano- 
ther exercife  his  patience. 

Advertisement. 

••  Whereas  Plagius  has  been  told  again  and 
•'  again,  both  in  public  and  private,  that  he 
•*  preaches  excellently  wetl,  and  ftill  goes  on 
*^  to  preach  as  well  as  ever,  and  all  this  to  a 
•'  polite  and  learned  audience  :  this  is  to  defire, 
**  that  he  would  not  hereafter  be  fo  eloquent, 
*'  except  to  a  country  congregation  ;  the  pro- 
•'  prietors  of  Tih^otson's  Works  having  con- 
•'  fulted  the  learned  in  the  law,  whether  preach- 
*'  ing  a  fermon  they  have  publiihed,  is  not  to 
•*  be  conftrued  publifhing  their  copy  ?" 

^^  Mr.  DoGooD  is  defired  to  confider,  that 
**  his  ftory  is  fevere  upon  a  weaknefs,  and  not 
'*  a  folly.*' 

N"^  270.    Saturday,  December  30,  1710, 
STEELE. 


Cnm  pukbrts  turAcis futnet  novaconJiUa  etjfes. 

HoR.  I  tp.  xviii.  33, 

In  gay  attire  when  the  vain  coxconnb's  dreft, 

^  Strange  hopes  and  projcdls  fill  his  labouring  breaft.' 

From  my  own  Apartment,  December  29. 

ACCORDING  to  my  late  refolution,  I  take 
the  holidays  to  be  no  improper  feafon  to 
entertain  the  town  with  the  addrefles  of  my  cor- 

refpondents. 
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refpondents.  In  my  walks  every  day,  there  ap* 
pear  all  round  me  very  great  offenders  in  the 
point  oi Drefs,  An  armed  taylor  had  the  im-» 
pudence  yefterday  in  the  Park  to  fmile  in  my 
face,  and  pull  off  a  laced  hat  to  me,  as  it  were 
in  contempt  of  my  authority  and  cenfurei 
However,  it  is  a  very  great  fatisfaction  that 
other  people,  as  well  as  myfelf,  are  offendal 
with  thefe  improprieties.  The  following  no- 
tices, from  perfon*  of  different  fexes  and  qua- 
lities, are  a  fufficient  inltance  how  ufcful  my 
Lucubrations  are  to  the  public. 

Coufin  BiCKERSTAFF, 

"  Jack's  Coffee-houfe^  luar  Guildhall^  Dec.  27- 

"  It  has  been  the  peculiar  blefling  of  our  fa- 
**  mily  to  be  always  above  the  fmiles  or  frowns 
*'  of  fortune,  and  by  a  certain  greatnefs  of 
*'  mind,  to  reftrain  all  irregular  fondneffes  or 
*^  paffions.  From  hence  it  is,  that  though  a 
**  long  decay,  and  a  numerous  defcent,  have 
*^  obliged  many  of  our  houfe  to  fall  into  the 
**  arts  of  trade  and  bufinefs,  no  one  perfon  of 
*'  us  has  ever  made  an  appearance  that  betrayed 
*'  our  being  unfatisfied  with  our  own  ftation  of 
'«  life,  or  has  ever  affected  a  mien  or  gefture 
"  unfuitable  to  it. 

"  You  have  up  and  down  in  your  writings 
**  very  juftly  remarked,  that  it  is  not  this  or 
*'  the  other  profeffion  or  quality  among  men 
"  that  gives  us  honour  or  efteem,  but  the  well 
"  or  ill  behaving  ourfelves  in  thofe  characters. 

•*  It 
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"  It  IS,  therefore,  with  no  fmall  concern,  that 
•^  i  behold  in  cofFee-houfes  and  public  places 
**  my  brethren,  the  tradefmen  of  this  city,  put 
'*  off  the  fmooth,  even,  and  ancient  decorum 
<«  of  thriving  citizens,  for  ^  fantajiical -dk^ss 
"  and  figure,  improper  for  their  perfons  and 
«*  charaders,  to  the  utter  defiruction  of  that 
"  order  and  diftindion,  which  of  right  ought 
"  to  be  between  St.  Jameses  and  Milk-fbreet, 
*«  the  Camp  and  Cheapfide." 

*'  I  have  given  myfelf  fome  time  to  find  out 
**  how  diftinguifhing  the  frays  in  a  lot  of  muf- 
**  lins,  or  drawing  up  a  regiment  of  thread 
**  laces,  or  making  a  panegyric  on  pieces  of 
•*  fagathy  or  Scotch  plad,  fhould  entitle  a  man 
"  to  a  laced  hat  or  fword,  a  wig  tied  up  vvith 
**  ribbands,  or  an  embroidered  coat.  Thecol- 
"  lege  fay,  this  enormity  proceeds  from  a  fort 
*'  of  delirium  in  the  brain,  which  makes  it 
*'  break  out  firft  about  the  head,  and,  for  want 
"  of  timely  remedies,  fall  upon  the  left  thigh, 
*'  and  from  thence,  in  little  mazes  and  wind- 
**  ings,  run  over  the  whole  body,  as  appears 
*'  by  pretty  ornaments  on  the  buttons,  button- 
*'  holes,  garterings,  fides  of  the  breeches,  and 
*'  the  like.  I  beg  the  favour  of  you  to  give  us 
**  a  difcourfe  v\  holly  upon  the  fubje^t  of  Habits>y 
*'  which  will  contribute  to  the  better  govcrn- 
"ment  of  converfation  among  us,  and  in  par- 
•*  ticular  oblige,  Sir,  your  affectionate  couftrij 

Felix  Tranqpillus.'' 

To 
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"  To  Isaac  BicKERSTAFF,  Efquire,  Cenfor 
**  of  Great-Britain. 

''  The  humble  Petition  of  Ralph  Nab,  Ha- 
"  berdaflier  of  Hats,  and  many  other  poor 
*'  Sufferers  of  the  fame  Trade, 

**  Sheweth, 

"  That  for  fome  years  laftpaft  the  ufe  of  gold 
"  and  filver  galloon  upon  hats  has  been  almoft 
*'  Univerfal  j  being  undiftinguifhably  worn  by 
"  foldiers,  efquires,  lords,  footmen,  beaux, 
*'  fportfmen,  traders,  clerks,  prigs,  fmarts, 
*'  cullies,  pretty  fellows,  and  fharpers. 

"  That  thefaid  ufe  and  cuftom  has  been  two 
"  ways  very  prejudicial  to  your  petitioners. 
**  Firft,  in  that  it  has  induced  men,  to  the  great 
'*  damage  of  your  petitioners,  to  wear  their 
**  hats  upon  their  heads  -,  by  which  means  the 
*'  faid  hats  laft  much  longer  whole,  than  they 
**  woulddoif  worn  under  their  arms.  Secondly, 
*^  in  that  very  often  a  new  drelling  and  a  new 
"  lace  fupply  the  place  of  a  new  hat,  which 
*'  grievance  we  are  chiefly  fenfible  of  in  the 
*'  fpring-time,  when  the  company  is  leaving  the 
"  town  ;  it  fo  happening  commonly,  that  a 
*'  hat  fliall  frequent  all  winter,  the  fineft  and 
*'  beft  affemblies  without  any  ornament  at  all, 
*'  and  in  May  (hall  be  tricked  up  with  gold  or 
**  filver,  to  keep  company  v^ith  nifties,  and 
**  ride  in  the  rain.  All  which  premiffes  your 
**  petitioners  humbly  pr^y  you  to  take  into  your 
**  confideration,  and  either  to  appoint  a  day  in 

*'  your 
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**  your  Court  of  Honour,  when  all  pretenders 
*'  to  the  galloon  may  enter  their  claims,  and 
"  have  them  approved  orrejefted.  or  to  give  us 
"  fuch  other  rehef  as  to  your  great  wisdom 
**  fhall  feem  meet.  And  your  petitioners,  &c.'^ 
Order  my  friend  near  Temple  bar,  the  au- 
thor of  the  hunting-cock,  to  aflift  the  court 
when  this  petition  is  read,  of  which  Mr,  Lil- 
LiE  to  give  him  notice. 

"To    Isaac    B  i  c  k  e  r  s  t  a  f  f,   Efquire, 
'*  Cenfor  of  Great-Britain. 

*•  The  humble  Petition    of   ELizABETri 
"  Slender,  Spinfter, 
**  Sheweth, 

"  That  on  the  twentieth  of  this  inftant  De- 
"  cember,  her  friend,  Rebecca  Hive,  and  your 
**  petitioner,  walking  in  the  Strand,  faw  a  gen- 
"  tleman  before  us  in  a  gown,  whofe  periwig 
**  was  fo  long,  and  fo  much  powdered,  that 
*'  your  petitioner  took  notice  of  it,  and  faid, 
"  '  (he  wondered  that  lawyer  would  fo  fpoil  a 
**  new  gown  with  powder/  To  which  it  was 
**  anfwered,  *  that  he  was  no  lawyer,  but  a 
"  clergyman/  Upon  a  wager  of  a  pot  of  coffee 
"  wc  overtook  him,  and  your  petitioner  was 
"  foon  convinced  (lie  had  loft. 

**  Your  petitioner,  therefore,  defires  your 
*'  worfliip  to  cite  the  clergyman  before  you, 
**  and  to  fettle  and  adjuft  the  length  of  canoni- 
"  cal  PeriwigSi  and  the  quantity  of  powder  to 

be 
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**  be  made  ufe   of  in  them,  and  to  give  fuch 
"  other  directions  as  you  fhall  think  fit, 

"  And  your  petitioner,  &c.*" 

Query,  Whether  this  gentleman  be  not  chap- 
lain to  a  regiment,  and  in,  fuch  cafe,  allow 
powder  accordingly. 

After  all  that  can  be  thought  on  thefe  fub- 
jefts,  I  muft  confefs,  that  the  men  who  drefs 
with  a  certain  ambition  to  appear  more  than 
they  are,  are  much  more  excufable  than  thofe 
who  betray  in  the  adorning  their  perfons,  a 
fecret  vanity  and  inclination  to  fhinein  things, 
wherein  if  they  did  fucceed,  it  would   rather 

*  "  Mr.  Wood  informs  us,  that  Nath.  Vincent,  D.  D. 
chaplain  in  ordinary  to  JC.  Charles  II,  preached  before  him 
"  at  New-market  in  a  long  periwig,  &c.  according  to  the 
*«  then  faihion  for  gentlemen,  and  that  his  majefty  was  fa 
'**  offended  at  it,  that  he  commanded  the  duke  of  Mon- 
*'  mouth,  chancellor  to  the  univerfity  of  Cambridge,  to  fee 
*'  the  ftatutes  concerning  decency  of  apparel  put  in  execu- 
"  tion  j  which  was  done  accordingly.  Thiers,  in  his  trea- 
*'  tife  of  perukes,  informs  us,  '  that  no  ecclcfiaftic  wore  a 
*'  peruke  before  the  reftoration."  The  fame  author  refers 
his  reader,  for  information  concerning  the  ancient  clerical 
drefs,  to  Jo.  Johnfon's  Collection  of  Ecclefia6tical  Laws," 
'&c.  the  fecond  conftitution  of  archbifhop  Stratford,  in 
1343;  and  for  intelligence  refpefting  the  Knglifh  drefs  at 
different  periods,  to  Barrington^s  "  Obfervations  on 
*' the  Statutes,'*  2d  edit.  1766,  p.  198,  note-,  Hearne's 
*'  Remarks  at  the  End  of  Roper's  Life  of  Sir  T.  iMore," 
p.  271.  "  Philof.  Tranf."N°475,  p.  287  ;  Holinshed's 
*'  Chroh."  vol.  L  2d.  edit.  p.  171  ;  Dugdale's  *'  Orig. 
*'  Jud,'*  c.  645  Butler's  ,Genuine  Remains,  vol.  L  p. 
*'  323;  but  efpccially  to  Hall's  Chron."  and  the  tra<f^  on 
.appareiin  CAmden's  "  Remains."  Granger's  '*  Biog. 
'<  Hid.*'  andSuppl.;)^j^»j. 

Vol.  IV.  Q.q  kOln 
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leffen  tlian  advance  tli-eir  'charaQ:er.     For  this 
reafon  I  am  more  provoked  at  the  allegations 
relating  to  the  clergyman,  than  any  ether  liinte4 
^t  in  thefe  complaints.     I  have  indeed  a  ion^ 
time,  with  much  concrrn,  obferved  abundance 
of  J)r£try /elJ(riVs  iri  facred   or-ders,  and  fhall  in 
due  time  let  them  know,  that  I  pretend  togive 
cccleliaftical  as  well  as  ci^il  cenlares.     A  man 
well-bred  and  well  drefled  in   that  habit,  adds 
to  the  facrednefs  of  hit  fun(^lion  an  agreeable- 
iiefs  not  to  be  met  with  among  the  laity*     I 
own  I  have  fpentfome  evenings  am^ong  tlie  men 
of  wit  of  that  profeffion,  with  an  incxpreffiblc 
delight.     Their  habitual  care  of  their  charafter 
gives  fiich  a  chailifement  to  their  fancy,  that 
all  which  they  litter  in  company  is  as  mncli 
above  what  you  meet  with  in  other  coiiverfa- 
tion,  as  the  charms  of  amodeft,  are  fuperior 
to  thofe  of  a  light  woman.     I  therefore  earn- 
cftly  defire    our  young   Mijjim^ries  from  the 
iiniverfities  toconfider  where  they  are,  and  not 
drefe,  and  look,  and  move,  like  young  officers. 
It  is  no  -difadvantagp  to  have  a  very  handfome 
white  hand  ;  but,  were  I  to  preach  repentance 
to  a  gallery  of  ladies,  I  would  methinks,  keep 
my  gloves  on.     1  have  an  unfeigned  affe<5lioa 
to  the  clafs  of  mankind  appointed  to  ferve  at 
the  altar,  therefore  am  in  danger  of  running 
opt  of  my  way,  and  growing  too  ferious  on 
this  occafion  ;    for  which  reafon  1  fhall    end 
with  the  following  epiftle,  which  by  my  in- 

tereil 
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tereft  in  Tom  Trot  the  penny-poft,    I  pro- 
cured a  copy  of. 
**  To  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ralph  Incensk,  Chaplain 

*'  to  the  Countefs  Dowager  of  Brumton, 
''Sir, 

*'  I  heard  and  faw  you  preach  Lift  Sunday.  I 
**  am  an  ignorant  young  woman,  and  under- 
*'  flood  not  half  you  faid  :  but  ah  !  your  man- 
"  ner,  when  you  held  up  both.your  hands  to- 
'*  wards  our  pew  !  Did  you  defign  to  win  me 
*'  toHeaven,  or  yourfelf?  Your  humble  fervant, 

*'  Penitence  Gentle." 

*^*  Mr.  pROCToRSTAFF,  of  Clarc-hall  in  Cambridge, 
is  received  as  a  kinfman,  according  to  his  requeft,  bearing 
date  the  twentieth  inltant. — Thediftrefied  fon  of/EscuLA- 
Pius  is  defired  to  be  more  particular.     Tat.  in  folio. 

t4.t  At  Crawley's  fhow,  at  the  Golden  Lion,  near  St. 
George's  church,  during  the  time  of  Southwark  fair,  will 
be  prefented  the  whole  itory  of  the  old  "  creation  of 
"  THE  WORLD,"  or  '*  Paradife  Loft,"  yet  newly  revived 
•with  the  addition  of  "  Noah's  Flood''  Befides  this  en- 
tertainment, *'  the  'RALh  of  little  Dogs  come  from  Lou  vain," 
which  perform,  by  their  cunning  tricks,  wonders  in  the 
world  by  dancing.  You  fhall  fee  one  of  them,  hamed  Mar- 
quis of  Gaillardin,  whofe  dexterity  is  not  to  be  compared; 
he  dances  with  Mrs.  Poncet,  his  miftrefs,  and  the  reft  of 
their  company,  at  the  found  of  inftruments,  and  obferves 
fo  well  the  cadence,  that  they  amaze  every  body.  They 
have  danced  in  moft  of  the  courts  of  Europe,  efpecially  be- 
fore the  Queen,  and  moft  of  the  quality  of  England. 
They  are  carried  to  the  houfes  of  perfons  of  quality,  if  re- 
quired, and  give  a  general  fatisfadtion  to  all  who  fee  them. 
They  ftay  but  a  little  while  in  this  place.  Harl.  MSS. 
Bagford's  Coll.  5931. 

There  is  no  date  to  this  hand-bill  j  but  the  puppet-fliew 
•which  it  announces  was  one  of  Powel's  exhibitions,  and 
is  particularly  mentioned  in  Tat,  N^  16 

Qq2  N^27r. 
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N^'a/i.  Tuefday,  January  2,  1710-11. 
STEELE*. 


TH  E  printer  having  informed  me,  that 
there  are  as  many  of  thefe  Papers  printed 
as  will  make/i«r  -f-  '■jolumes^  I  am  now  come  to 
the  end  of  my  ambition  in  this  matter,  and 
have  nothing  further  to  fay  to  the  world  under 
the  character  of  Isaac  Bickerstaff.  This 
work  has  indeed  for  fome  time  been  difagree- 
able  to  me,  and  the  purpofe  of  it  wholly  loft 

*  *'  Steele's  laft  Tatler  came  out  to-day.  Youwillfec 
*'  it  before  ths  comes  to  you,  and  how  he  takes  leave  of  the 
**  world.  He  never  told  fo  much  as  Addison  of  it,  who 
«*  was  furprizcd  as  much  as  1 ;  but,  to  fay  the  truth,  it  was 
*'  time,  for  he  grew  cruel  dull  and  dry.  To  my  knowledge 
*'  he  had  feveral  good  hints  to  go  upon  ;  but  he  was  fo  lazy, 
*'  and  weary  of  the  work,  that  he  would  not  improve 
««  them." 

This  is  part  of  a  journal  letter  to  Mrs.  Johnfon,  of  the 
very  fame  date  as  this  Paper  ;  and  by  a  paffage  in  the 
fame  letter,  it  appears  that  Swift  and  Steele,  however 
at  variance,  were  ftill  in  habits  of  converfation.  "  1  dined 
<«  with  Mr.  Secretary  St.  John,  and,  at/jf  went  to  Dar- 
<«  tenei'f's  houfe  to  drink  punch  with  him,  and  Mr.  Ad- 
"  DKON,  and  little  Harrijon^  a  young  poet,  whofe  fortune 
**  I  am  making.  Steele  was  to  have  been  there,  but  came 
««  noti  nor  never  did  twice,  fince  1  knew  him,  to  any  ap- 
'*  pointment."  Swift's  "  Works"  cr,  8vo,  vol.  XXII. 
p.  125,  Jan.  ?',   17 10. 

t  The  third  o6tavo  volume  had  been  at  this  time  adver- 
tifed  as  **  nearly  ready  for  the  fubfcribers." 

by 
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by  my  being  fo  long  underftood  as  the  author. 
I  never  defigned  in  it  to  give  any  man  any  fe- 
cret  v^ound  by  my  concealment,   but  ipoke  in 
the  charafter  of  an  old  man,  a  philofopher, 
an  humourift,  an  aftrologer,  and  a  Cenfor,  to 
allure  my  reader  whh  the  variety  of  my  fub- 
je6ls,  and  infinuate,  if  I  couJd,  the  weight  of 
reafon   with  the   agreeableneis    of  wit.     The 
general   purpofe  of    the   whole  has    been    to 
recommend    truth,    innocence,    honour,    and 
virtue,  as  the  chief  ornaments  of  life  ;  but  I 
confidered,  that  feverity  of  manners  was  abfo- 
lutely  neceflary  to   him   who  would    cenfure 
others,  and  for  that  reafon,  and  that  only,  chofe 
to  talk  in  a  mafk.     I  fliall  not  can  y  my  humi- 
lity fo  far  as  to  call  myfelf  a  vicious  man,  but 
at  the  fame  time  muft  confefs,  my  life  is  at 
bed  but    pardonable.     And  v/ith   no    greater 
chara6fer  than  this,  a  man  would  make  but  an 
indifferent  progrefs  in  attacking  prevailing  and 
falhionable   vices,  which   Mr.    Bickerstaff 
has  done  with  a  freedom  of  fpirit,  that  would 
have  loft  both  its  beauty  and  efficacy,  had  it 
been  pretended  to  by  Mr.  Steele. 

As  to  the  work  itfelf,  the  acceptance  it  has 
met  with  is  the  beft  proof  of  its  value  ;  but  I 
fhould  err  againft  that  candour,  which  an 
honeft  man  fhould  always  carry  about  him,  if 
I  did  not  own,  that  the  moft  approved  pieces 
in  it  were  written  by  others,  and  thofe  which 
have  been  moft  excepted  againft,  by  myfeif. 
The  hand  that  has  aiiifted  me  in  thofe  noble 

Q  q  3  difcourfes 
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d'ifcourfes  upon  the  immortality  of  the  foul, 
the  glorious  profpec^s.  of  another  life,  and  the 
moft  fiiblime  ideas  of  religion  and  virtue,  is  a 
perfon  who  is  too  fondly  mv  friend  ever  to  own 
them;  but  I  fliould  little  deferve  to  be  his,  if  I 
i^furped  the  glory  of  them  *.  I  muft  acknow- 
ledge at  the  fame  time,  that  I  think  the?  fineft 
ftrokes  of  wit  and  humour  in  all  Mr  Bickhr- 
staff's  Lucubrations,  are  thofe  for  which 
he  alfo  is  beholden  to  him 

As  for  the  fatirical  part  of  thefe  writings, 
thofe  againft  the  gentlemen  who  profefsgaming 
are  the  moft  licentious ;  but  the  main  of  them 
I  take  to  come  froni  lofing  gamefters,  as  in- 
ve^lives  agaiiift  the  fortunate  ;  for  in  very  many 
of  them  I  was  very  little  elfe  but  I'heTranJcriber. 
If  any  have  been  more  particularly  marked  at, 
fuch  perfons  may  impute  it  to  their  own  beha- 
viour, before  they  were  touched  upon,  in  pub- 
licly fpeaking  thtir  refentment  againft  the  au- 
thor, and  proteffing  they  would  fupport  any 
man  v»/ho  fhould  infult  him  -f*.  When  1  men- 
tion 


*  Addison  was, the  afliftant  here  alluded  to. 

t  ^  general  ;iccount  of  the  Papers  on  gamefters,  ^'c. 
be<'inning  at  Tat.  N°'50,  has  been  given  in  the  introduc- 
tion to  that  Pap^'r,  and  to  N  ^  62. 

Steele  in  his  mafterly  *'  Apology  for  himfelf  and  his 
«'  Wiitings,"  4to,  1714,  p.  84,  in  anfwer  to  a  charge 
brought  againft  hun  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  of  having 
injurioufty  reflected  on  the  nobility  and  gentry^  ufes  the  fol- 
lowing very  proper  argument : 

'^  it  would  be  a  gontradidion  to  all  Mr.   Stefi^e's  paft 

"  writings 


fr2jir       THE    TATLER..  599 

tlon  this  fubje(?t,  I  hape  major  general  ^  Da- 
iTFNFaRT^  brigadier  Bisse.t%  and  my  lord 
Forbes  3^  will,  accept  of  my  thanks  for   their 

fiequeat 

»-  wrliings^f  tofpczk  to  the  diradvantr^ge  of  tiie  ?iohiUiy  an^ 
^ geniry,.  7'he  war  that  the  'Fatler  bi-aught  upon  him- 
*®  felfy  for  ftigmatizing  and  ex-pel lu-^g  fiarpers  out  of  their 
*'•  eoropany,  is  a  mesit  towards  them  that  will,  outweigh-  this- 
**  allegation.  —  That  gamcfters,  knaves^  and  pick-pockess,, 
**  ape  Bolon-ger  the  men  of  fafhion,,  or  m.in.gl.ed  with  fo  good 
*^  an  air  among  peopk  uF  quality  zs  fornierly^  is  mucb 
**  owf-ns:  to  Mr.  8t£DL.£,  &c/ — more  than  to  any  other 
*^ author^  trmifcribiT^  or  publijhep  [or.  under  whatever  Glafs 
**  you  cank  him]  that  ever  made  ufe  of  pen  and  ink/'~  U^ 
fiipra. 

1,  Maj-or-geTierar  Shirington  Davsnport  of  Worfield  in 
S^ropfeire,  was,  at  the  time  \\iirc  fpokeii  of,,  lieutenaat- 
eolonel  of  th-e  firft  troop  of  horfe-guiards  ;  tov/ards  the  end' 
©filpril,  1714^  having- fallen  under  the  difplcafare  of  the 
court,  he  was  ordered  to  fell  his  coramiiSon  in  favour  of 
Wigadier  Pantoa.  About  a  year  after,  ?n  the  end  of  Feh- 
1714..-J5,  inaj,or  gen.  Davenport  bought  the  regiment-  of 
colonel  Jocelyn,  m  Ireland^  for  4000.!. 

This  general  oincer  \Vc\s  i  robably  a  very  ace oinplifhe^ 
geatlcfn^n  ;   for  h€  is    fil  -  been  the  orig/iud   of  the 

£ae  eharadteff  drawn,   iiz.^  ^  .^.  ..^r,,  N'**  15,2. 

2.  Brigadier  Andrcm  Bi;>set,  was  a  native  of  Aberdeen- 
Ihire  in  No.rih- Britain  \  and  on  the  zfih  of  Aagu.f?>  JJ^Z* 
appointed  by  Creorge  i.  to  the  command  of  a  regiment,  or 
foot,  now  called  the  30th  regiment, 

3^.  Lord  P'oRDEs^the  eideft  'on  of  the  then  earl  of  Granard 
in  Ireland,  defcended  from  thj  aiKient  and  noble  family  of 
Forbes  m  North  Kr'r  lin^  ^vas  at  thu  date  of  this  t'aper,  a 
guidon  \n   the  d  _  irgyle's  troop  of  h-orfe-guards,  as 

well  as  a  captain  in  ine  royal  5-?avy.  His  lordfbip  lived  it 
ieen>?^  on  a  frieudly  a.-nd  a  farailiar  footing  with  Swift,  as 
*ippears  from  part  of  a  journal)  ktteV  to  xMrs.  Johnfon,  dated 
i^ondoQ,  July  19,  jt^  n..  See  Swift's.  '' Works^"' cr.  8vo. 
•  ViL  XXiiL  p.  I,  2. 
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frequent  good  offices,  in  profefling  their  rea- 
dinefs  to  partake  any  danger  that  (hould  befal 

me 

L^rJ  Forbes  was  the  father  of  a  moft  refpe£lable  admiral 
flill  living,  whofe  great  profeflional  merit  and  reputation 
could  only  receive  additional  luftrefrom  the  diftinguifhed  for- 
titude, humanity,  and  difcernment,  which  he  confpicuoufly 
difplayed  by  his  celebrated  teftimony  in  behalf  of  the  un- 
fortunate Admiral  Byng,  who  was  murthered  under  the 
form' of  legal  juitice,  and  underwent  his  rigorous  fentence 
to  an  igno  minious  death,  like  a  hero. 

Lord  Forbes  happened  to  be  in  company  with  the  two 
military  gentlemen  before- mentioned  in  St.  James's  cofFee- 
houfe,  when  two  or  three  well  drefled  men,  all  unknown 
to  his  lordihip  or  his  company,  came  into  the  room,  and, 
in  a  public  outrageous  manner,  abufed  Captain  Steele  as 
the  author  of  the  Tatler.  One  of  them,  with  great  au- 
dacity and  vehemence,  fwore  that  he  would  cut  Steele's 
throaty  or  teach  him  better  manners.  "  In  this  country  [faid 
*'  lord  Forbes]  you  will  find  it  eafier  to  cut  a  purfe  than 
"  to  cut  a  throat."  His  brother  officers  inftantly  joined 
vj'nh  his  lordjhip^  and  turned  the  cut-throats  out  of  the 
coffee-houfe  with  every  mark  of  difgrace. 

This  fpiiited  declaration  in  Steele's  favour  was  cer- 
tainly in  the  number  o^  i\\G  frequent  good  offces  \\trt  men- 
tioned, and  one,  at  lead,  of  the  occafions  on  which  thefe 
honourable  men  manifefted  their  readinefs  to  partake  in  the 
danger,  which  Steele  incurred,  by  thisjuft  and  patriotic 
undertaking. 

Steele's  expence^  in  his  periodical  publications,  was 
certrnnly  very  confiderable.  In  the  pr.ocefs  of  his  labo- 
rious and  beneficial  publications,  he  might  have  been 
eafcd  a  little,  fometimes  by  whole  Papers,  and  at  other  times 
by  the  letter-box^  with  fhort  hints  from  unknown  hands, 
ail  which  would  coft  him  nothing  but  the  trouble  of  digeft- 
ing,  and  tranfcribing  ;  it  might  be  too,  as  Dr.  Johnfon 
fays,  that  at  times,  many  rilore  Papers  were  offered  than 
received.     But,  certainly  laudable  as  Steele's  views  were, 

and 
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me  infojuftan  vindertaking,  as  the  endeavour 
to  banifti  fraud  and  cozenage  from  the  prefence 
and  converfation  of  gentlemen. 

But 

jind  though  his   well-meant  publications  were  vlfibly  fer- 
viceable,  his  auxiliaries  iu  general,  did  not  2iff\i\h'\m  gratis. 
Dr.  Johnfon  fays,   Addison's  amdity  did  not  faiisfy  itfelf 
with  the  air  of  renown^  hut^  with  great  eagernefs^  he  laid  hold 
of  his  proportion  of  the  profits-,  and,  as  Addison's  example 
would  probably  be  a  rule    for  others,  we  may  fairly  con- 
clude, from  the  liberal  turn  of  Steele's  temper,  that  all 
who  would  accept  of  payment  in  money,  were  very  gene- 
roufly  paid  for  their  contributions.     Of  this  expence,  from 
■which   Steele  s   genius  might  well  have  exempted  him, 
and  to  which  his  indolence  only,  and  his  fafhionable  life, 
fubjected  him,  it  is  not  now  poflible  to  ftate  with  precifion, 
the  full  amount.     It  may  however,  enable  the  curious   to 
form  fome  eftimate,  to  inform  them,  and  upon    filial    au- 
thority, that  the  celebrated  biftiop  Berkeley  had  one  guinea, 
and   a  dinner  with  Steele,  for  every  Paper  of  his  compo- 
fmg,  publifhed  in  the  Guardian,  in  the  interval  between 
the  feventh  and  eighth  volumes  of  the  Spectator.     The 
biftiop,  therefore,  received  from  Steele  in  all  ten  guineas, 
and  ten  dinners,  at  leaft,  for  it  appears,  on  the  fame  au- 
thority, now  before  the  writer,  that  this  dignitary  was  the 
author  of  N<>s   3,  27,  35,  39,  49,  55,  66,    70,  77,   and 
126,  in  the  Guardian. 

Steele's  expence  in  benefiting  the  public,  tojudge  of  it 
even  at  this  rate,  muft  have  been  very  confiderable  ;  but 
neither  is  this  all  that  ought  to  be  taken,  into  fome  part  at 
Jeaft,  x)f  this  calculation.  Steele,  it  is  very  certain,  paid 
latterly  for  his  periodical  publications  more  than  loool.  per 
annum  to  government;  from  which  very  heavy  tax  it  would 
certainly  have  been  no  very  bad  policy,  at  all  events,  to 
have  exempted  his  very  ufeful  Papers. 

The  Annotator  muft  obferve  here,  that  Dr.  Johnfon  has 
not  calculated  with  his  ufual  accuracy,  and  candour,  the 
daily  number  of  thefe  very  valuable  Papers  at  1680.  It 
does  not  appear  certain,  that  we  ought  not  to  read  above 

29!. 
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But  what  I  find  is  theleaft  excufable  part  of 
sil  this  work  is,  that  I  iiave,  in  fome  places  in 

it, 

559].  inftead  of  ahve  20I.  in  the  laf?  ntrmber  of  the  srigiaa^ 
Spectator  m  folio ^  to  which  the  doctor  refers^  Steele. 
iSates  there  the  fum  which  his  periodical  publicatiorrbrotjgbt 
ibto  the  Stamp-of&ce  v/eekly  ;  but,  even  admitting,  the 
«ib(S€r's  reading  of  a  half-printed  cypher,  or  9th  figure^ 
tfhcre  were  ftili  fome  cifcumftances,,  that  had  a  ]u.ft  clAiiik  . 
©>  his  attentio?!. 

It  ought  to  hav^  httn  confidered,  that  by  fap  thegreatei^ 
xtumber  of  Steele's  periodical  Papers  were  a£lually  pu-b- 
2flied  before  the  duty,  on  which  the  calculation  goes-,  took 
jjTace.  h  took  place  hug,  i.  171 2  5  and  the  firft  Paper  of 
S-TEEiiE's  publicatioD,,  ftaiupt  in  this  manner^,  is  Specta- 
tor, N^  447. 

It.  ought  likewife  to  have  been  confidered,  that  this  tax 
jsdaced  Steele's  Papers  to  lefs  than  half  the  number 
afually  piinted  before  the  tax  was  laid.  Dr*  Johrsfon  well 
S:new  that  what  Swift  faid  on  the  fubjedt,.  to  ufe  the 
Dean's  own  language,  was  only  a  r^«^JZf^«/,  which  ought 
BOt  to  have  been  mentioned  ferioufly.  l^he  do£lor  might 
likewife  have  mentioned,  what  he  muft  have  feen,  an  au- 
thentic document  on  this  po^nt,.  the  teftimony  of  Dr.  Fleet- 
wood, in  a  letter  to  the  then  bifhop  of  S^lifbury,  dated- 
June  17,  171 2,  who^  at  the  time  when  his  preface,  over~ 
ficwing  [Dr.  J.  fays]  with  tvhiggijh  principles^  was  printed 
in  Spectator,  N°  384,  May  i,  1712,  afcertains  the  daily 
Bktmber  of  Steele's  publication  at  14,000,  See  I-'ope's 
^'^  Literary  Correfpondence,"  vol.  IV.  p.  1Q7,  8vo,  I/36, 
printed  for  E.  CuRLjL, 

Steele  probably,  in  almoft  tvtry  point  of  vfew,  had 
mort  than  common  merit,  and  certainly,  in  the  only  lights 
proper  for  our  confideration  here,  in  whatever  elafs  he  be 
lanked,  whether  as  an  author,  tranfcriber,  or  publilher, 
without  do'jbt>  he  did  more  to  promote  intellediual  im- 
jprovement,  and  moral  refinement  in  this  country,  tbax  mty 
writer  who  ever  ufed  pen  end  ink, 

It-muit  be  owned,  and  it  is  confelTed  withreadinefs,  acuf 

pki^fuxe^ 
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it,  touched  upon  matters  which  concern  both 
church  and  ftate.     All  I  fhall  fay  for  this  is, 

that 


pleafure,  in  juftice  to  a  generous  nation,  that  his  country- 
men treated  their  able  arbiter  elegant'iarum^  with  the  moft 
proper  returns  of  gratitude,  and  unequivocal  marks  of  af- 
fection. They  reverenced  his  chara6ter,  and  his  perfon, 
they  religioufly  refpecSled,  and  adopted  his  decifions  in  all 
matters  of  tafte,  and  bought  up,  repeatedly,  his  leflbns  of 
elegance  and  wifdom,  which  he  contrived  to  make  rather 
an  amufement  than  a  ftudy,  at  fuch  prices  as  were  never 
heard  of  before,  or  fince  ;  they  even  wifhed,  and  eflayed 
to  perform  an  impoiTibility,  and  would  certainly  have  been 
glad  to  have  made  him  rich,  which  the  property  of  the  In- 
dies could  hardly  haveefFedled.  Attempts  to  enrich  him  were 
vain;  but  what  was  well  got,  was  probably,   well  laid  out. 

According  to  ViSior^  in  1725,  Steele,  on  a  principle 
of  doing  juftice  to  his  creditors,  relinquifhed,  in  their 
behalf,  all  his  lucrative  places,  grants,  and  emrloyments; 
and,  having  fettled  every  thing  to  their  fatisfa6tion,  re- 
tired from  public  life.  The  attention  of  the  public  to  their 
benefactor,  if  continued  no  longer,  feems  to  have  been  no 
longer  wanted,  during  what  may  be  called,  with  melan- 
choly propi-iety,  his  after-life.  For  when,  foon  after 
this,  a  liroke  of  the  palfy,  incapacitated  him  in  a  great 
meafure  for  all  enjoymenr,  if  he  was  not  then  in  affluence, 
it  does  not  appear  that  he  was  ever  in  want  ;  and  he  had  to 
the  laft,  all  the  eafe  and  comfort,  that  money  could  aftord. 

It  is  faid,  andjuftly,  "  that  Steele's  publications  hap- 
''  pily  united  merriment  with  decency,  and  taught  his 
*' countrvmen  to  do  the  fame."  It  is  added,  <' they  had  a 
"  perceptible  good  influence  on  the  converfation  of  that 
<'  time,"  "  Nor  can  they  [fays  Dr.  Johnfon]  ever  wholly 
"  lofe  their  beneficial  efFeds,  while  they  continue  to  he  among 
"  the  firji  hooks ^  by  tvhich  both  fexeSy  are  initiated  in  the  ele- 
^'  gancies  of  kwwledge,'* 

May  it  nor,  therefore,  be  hoped,  that  a  grateful  fenfe  of 
this  beneficent  man's  fervices,  will  feafonably  prevent  his 
ufefiil  publications,  from  fuiFering  irreparable  injury,  any 

longer. 


6a4  THE    TATLER.      N^  271. 

that  the  points  I  alluded  to,  are  fach  as  con- 
cerned every  Chriftian  and  freeholder  in  Eng- 
land ;  and  I  could  not  be  cold  enough  to  con- 
ceal my  opinion  on  fubjeds  which  related  to 
either  oYthofe  characters.     But  politics  apart. 

I  muft  confefs  it  has  been  a  moft  exquifite 
pleaiureto  me  to  frame, characlers  of  domeftic 
life,  and  put  thofe  parts  of  it  which  are  leaft 
obferved  into  an  agreeable  view ;  to  enquire 
into  the  feeds  of  vanity  and  afFeftation,  to  lay 
before  the  readers  the  emptinefs  of  ambition : 
in  a  word,  to  trace  human  life  through  all  its 
mazes  and  receffes,  and  Ihew  much  fliorter 
methods  than  men  ordinarily  pradlife,  to  be 
happy,  agreeable,  and  great. 

But  to  enquire  into  men's  faults  and  weak- 
neffes  has  fomething  in  it  fo  unwelcome,  that 
I  have  often  feen  people  in  pain  to  aft  before 
me,  whofe  modefty  only  makes  them  think 
themfelv^s  liable  to  cenfure.  This,  and  a  thou- 

longer,  for  want  of  the  illuftrations,  which    the   lapfe  of 
lime  has^-endered  necefTary  ? 

•lUuftrious  monuments  have  been  erected  in  Weftminfter 
Abbey,  to  players,  fidlers,  &c.  who  had  not  the  tithe  of 
Steele's  merit,  and  whofe  ferviccs,  compared  with  his, 
were  frivolous,  and  infignificant.  While  a  man  of  genius, 
and  fafhion,  who  lived  in  intimacy  with  the  greatest  men 
pf  his  time,  and  fome  of  the  iirft  that  this  nation  can  boaft 
of;  who  himfelf  condu<Sted  the  tafte  of  the  kingdom  fo 
long,  and  with  fo  much  propriety,  has  been  fo  much 
negle6led,  that  his  remains  have  been,  for  more  than  half 
a  century,  configned  to  oblivion,  in  a  place  remote  frora 
the  fcene  of  his  ufefulnefs,  without  a  ftonc  of  a  foot  length, 
to  tell  where  they  lie. 

fund 
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fand  other  namelefs  things,  have  made  it  an 
irkfome  talk  to  me  to  perfonate  Mr.  Bicker- 
staff  any  longer;  and  I  believe  it  does  not 
often  happen,  that  the  reader  is  delighted 
where  the  author  is  difpleafed. 

All  I  can  now  do  for  the  farther  gratifica* 
tion  of  the  town,  is  to  give  them  a  faithful  ex- 
plication of  paflages  and  allufions,  and  fomc- 
times  of  perfons  intended  in  the  feveral  feat- 
tered  parts  of  the  work.  At  the  fame  time,  I 
{hall  difcover  which  of  the  whole  have  been 
written  by  me,  and  which  by  others,  and  by 
whom,  as  far  as  I  am  able^  or  permitted  *. 

Thus  I  have  voluntarily  done,  what  1  think 
all  authors  fhould  do  when  call'd  upon.  I 
have  publifhed  my  name  to  my  writings,  and 
given  myfelf  up  to  the  mercy  of  the  town,  as 
Shakspeare  expreffes  it,  *'  with  all  my  imper- 
*'  feflions  on  my  head."  The  indulgent  rea- 
der's moft  obliged,  moft  obedient,  humble  fer- 
vant, 

Richard  Steele. 

*  This  is  done  but  very  imperfe6!:ly,  in  the  original  Pre- 
face to  the  fourth  volume  of  the  Tatlbr  j  and  has  been 
farther  attempted  in  the  courfe  of  the  preceding  Notes^ 
which  the  Annotator,  on  better  information,  has  in  this 
edition,  confiderably  Altered,  amended  and  enlarged. 
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A  BSTINENCE  the  beft  phyfic,  N.  240, 
ir\  Adn^eriity,  an  eafe  for  it,  N.  233. 
AdvertifementSj  a  colle^iion  of  them  2  Icind  of  mifcellaj^^ 

N.  224. 

,_ . ., t)f  great  ufe  to  *th«  vulgar,  i^/W. 

,._« ^. fpecimens  of  them,N,  228,  N.  245. 

AfFe6lion  diftinguiihed  from  efteem,  N,  206. 

^ nearly  related  to  efteem  in  the  fair  fex,  ihid, 

Jlexander  the  Great,  his  charader  and  irregularity  of  tena- 

per,  N  191. 
• ■  remarkable  incident  between  him    ani 

\i\s  phyfician,  N.  209. 
Alexander  Truncheon^  foreman  of  the  jury   in    the  Court  cff 

Honour,  N.253. 
Ambition,  in  grotefque,  what,  N.  202. 

^— its  refuge  when  difappointed,  ihid, 

— no  true  happineis  in  thefuccefsof  that  infatuati^ij 

and  infatiabie  paffion,  ibid. 

■-  the  true  objeiS  of  laudable  ambition,  N«  251- 


Amtnadah  the  quaker,  his  admonition.  N^iqo. 
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Jpolh^  the  god  of  verfe  and  phyfic,  N.  2401 
Apothecaries,  great  orators,  ibid. 
Appetites,  how  to  be  governed,  N.  205. 
Jftraa^?Si  unfortunate  wife,  N.  241. 


B 


B 


ACON,  Lord,  a  nobleman  of  extraordinary  learning 
and  qualifications,  N.  267. 

a  prayer  compofed  by  him,  ihid^, 


Banbury^  famous  for  cakes  and  zeal,  N.  220. 
Beans,  why  to  be  abftained  from,  N.  240. 
Beauty,  the  town  overftocked  with  it,  N.  195. 
Bichrjiaffy  Mr.  a  benefactor  to  Grub-Jlreet^  N.  229. 

..« entertains  his  three  nephews  and  a  young  lady^ 

N.  207. 
,^-_- —  his  adventures  in  a  journey  to   the  landVend, 

N,  192. 

. —  writes  to  the  French  king,  N .  190. 


Billingfgate-icold,  her  behaviour  and  defence  before  a  magt- 
Urate,  N.  204. 

Bi/Tety  brigadier,  his  good  offices  to  Mr,  Steele  acknow- 
ledged, N.  171. 

Bookfellers,  their  complaint  againft  parfon  Plagiusy  N.  269. 

breeding,  fine,  often  miftaken,  N.  215. 

.  good,  the  higheft  point  thereof,  N*  214. 

Bridget  Hoivd'ye,  her  lady's  advertifement  concerning  hcr^ 
N.  245. 

Britain^  particularly  fruitful  in  Religions^  N.  257* 

Bufyy  Lady,  defcribed^  N.  248. 


CCELICOLA,  wherein  of  the  fame  ufe  to  his  friend  afi 
an  angel,  N.  211. 
Callicoaty  Edward^  tried  and  acquitted  in  the  Court  of  Ho- 
nour, N.  259. 
Cambrick^  Charles^  the  linen-draper,  indiaed  in  the  Court  Of 
Honour,  by  L?idy  Touchwood,  N.  259. 

■  his  defence  and  fcntence,  ibid. 

Cafey  Dr.  got  more  by  a  (hort  diftich,  than  Dryden  gained  by 

all  his  writings,  I^.  240.  ^ 

Cat$ 
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batOtjuTi.  his  advice  to, Mr.  Bkhrjlaff^^,  195^ 

CelamicOy  his  will,  N.  261. 

Celibacy,  a  great  evil  to  a  nation^  N.260. 

'Chancesy  chara6ler  of  that  comedy,  N.  19 r. 

Chaplains,  a  difcourfe  concerning  them,  N.  255. 

Chearfulnefs  neccflary  in  a  rriafried  ft^te,  N.  192. 

Children,  a  Icheme  to  provide  lor  them,  N.  261. 

Chioe^  the  tortunate,  difappoimed  in  the  lottery^  N.  207. 

Church-mutes  cenfured,  N.  24.1. 

■  thermometers,  when  invented,  N.  220« 

i  weather -glafs,  deicription  and  life  of  one,  ibid, 

City-fhower  poetically  defcribed  by  Y)r.  S-wift,  N.  238. 

Clarinda  itiakes^n  ill  choice  of  a  lover,   N.  247. 

Clement^  Thomas^   his  propofal  to  provide  for  poor  children, 

N.  261. 
Clergymen,  the  vanity  of  fome  of  them   in  wearing  fcarves 

and  powdiercd  wig?j  N.  27b. 
Common -prayer,  advice  to  the  readers  thereof,  N.  230. 
Companions,  their  eflential  qualities,  N.  244. 

. :^—-  vvhat  fort  moft  defirabls,  N.  208. 

Company,  its  greateft  perfedion,  N.  219. 

Conftancy  very  neceflary  in  the  married  ftate,  N.  192. 

Converfation,    a    general    rule    to    be    obferved    therein, 

N.  264. 

* ,  .  humdrums  in  converfation,  who,  ihid^ 

m  — -; —  rules  for  it,  N.  268,  269. 

s^ ^,_—  the  ufe  and  abafeof  it,  225- 

Coupler,  the  conveyancer,  his  account  of  joiriturcs  and  mar- 

riage-fettlements,  N.  199. 
Court  of   honour,  account  of  its  erection,  members,  and 

proceedings,  N.  250. 
Cowley^  Mr.  his  judgement  of  a  poem,  N.  234* 
Craft,  when  it  becomes  wifdom,  N.  191. 
Critics,  a  people   between   the   learned  and    the   ignorant, 

N.  246. 
Cunning,  a  contemptible  quality,  N.  191. 
* the  greaieft  cunning  of  fome  peop'e  is  to  appear 

(o,  N.  204. 

Vol.  IV.  R  r  DATHAN, 


The  index. 


D. 


DA  THAN,  a  Jew.  tried  in  the  court  of  honour^ 
N.  256. 
Davenport^    major-general,  his  good  offices    to    Mr.  Steele^ 

N.  271. 
Defiance  natural  to  the  EngliJI)^l>^.  213. 
Defire,  two  moft  prevalent  ones  iniplanced  in  man  by  nature, 

N.  205. 
Devotion,  the  pleafure  and  dignity  thereof  reprefented  by 

Dr.  Souths  211. 
Diana   Forecaji^   her  letter,    defiring  to   be   provided   for, 

N.  200. 
t)inner-time  poftponed,  N.  263. 
Difcourfe,  the  general  fubjedt  of  it,  N.  246. 
DiffimuUtion  diftingui(hed  from  fimulation,  N.  213. 
D'iftaff^  Jemyy  Mr.  Bickerjiaff's  half-fifter,  her  apology  for 

the  fair-fex,  N.  247. 
Dogget^   Mr.  his   converfation   with   Mr.  Bickerftaff  at  the 

play-houfe,  N.  193^ 
Donne^  Dr.  his  faying  of  Gulcclardlni^  N.  264. 
Doiunes,  the  prompter,  his  letter  to  Mr.  5/Vi^^r/?^^,  defcribjBg 

the  ftateof  the  ftage,  N.  193. 
Dozers,  who,  205. 

Dramatifls,  unfkilful,  remarks  on  them,  N.  191. 
Drefs,  improprieties  therein  cenfured,  N.  212. 
— -    plainnefs  therein  recommended,  ibid. 
Drinking,  a  diflertation  thereon,  N.  241. 
Drunkards,  a  provifo  againft  them  in  infuring  lives,  ii?id. 
■                       die  by  their  own  hands,  ibid, 
Drunkennefs,  the  ill  efFedts  of  ir,  N.  205. 
' what  may  be  efteemed  a  fort  of  inceft  there-' 

in,  N.  252; 
D'Urfyy  Mr.  miftaken  in  a  dedication,  21^4. 


EARTHQUAKES^  pills  againft  them,  N.  240. 
Eaters,  great,  faciifice  their  fenfe  aiid  underflanding  to. 
their  appetite,  N.  205. 

Education, 
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Education,  propofals  for  reforming  that  of  females,  N.  248. 
Elbow-chair,  where    and   for  what  purpofe  to  be  provided, 

268 
Blliot^  Mr.  mafter  of  St.  James's    coffee- houfe,  a  projt6t  of 

his  relating  to  the  lottery,  N.  201. 
M  his  requeft  granted  on  certain  conditions,  zV;zW. 

Englijh^  when  they  begin  to  fing,  N,  222. 
Englijh  tongue  much  adulterated,  N.  230. 
Envy  deforms  every  thing,  N.  ?.2f.' 
•  '        how  foftened  into  emulation,  ihid. 
>  occafioned  often  by  avarice,  ibid. 

Efteem  diftinguiihed  from  affe6tion,  N.  206. 
Evil,  the  greateft  under  the  fun,  N.  191 
Examiner  animadverted  od,  239. 


FAIRLOVE,  Jojhua^  his  requeft  to  be  anefquire,  grant- 
ed, N.  219. 
Familiarity,  how  diftinguiflicd,  N.  225. 
Fan,  verfes  on  one,  N.  239. 
f'^ar  din  gale  ^    lady,    her    advertifement    concerning    Bridget 

Howd'yey  N.  245, 
Fafhion,  abfurd  when  too  ftridtly  followed,  N.  212. 
Feafts  confidered,  N.  205, 
Female  library  propofed,  N.  24^?. 
Flatterers  diftinguifhed  frorn  coxcombs,  N.  2c8.. 
'■'  few  good  ones,  ibid. 

■  qualities  of  a  good  or.e^ibid, 

....  true  meaning  of  that   word,  ibid^ 

Flavia^  a  truly  fine  woman,  N.  2 1 2. 

■  a  widow,  her  jars  with  her  daughter,  N.  206. 
Fools,  the  way  to  make  them  madmen,  N.  208. 
Forbes^  lord,  his  good  offices  to  IVlr.  Steele^  N.  271. 
Forecaji^     Diana^     4erires     to    be    quickly    provided     for, 

N.  200. 
Fortitude  defcribed  by  Mr.  Collier^  N.  251. 
Fortune,  good,  the  ready  path  to  it,  N.  202. 
Fox,  policy  of  that  animal,  N.  229. 
Fox-hunter,  motives  for  his  hofpitality,  N.  2C2. 
Freemen  have  no  fuperiors  but  benefactors,  N.  207. 

Ftogs 
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Frogs,  methods  ufed  to  import  them  and  propagate  them  ij^ 
Irelandy  N.  236. 


GATTY,  Jack  QainJy's  fitter,  her  charaaer,  N.  ?g6. 
G'lmcracky  Sir  hicholas^  a  virtuofi,  his  will,  N  2 16. 
widow,  defines  Mr.  Bickerjiaff* s  alliftance  in 

the  difpofal  of  her  late  hufba«d's  curiofities,  N.  221. 
Glafs,  ftate  weather,  N.  214. 
Gluttony,  modern,  N.  205.' 
Good  fortune,  thp  ready  path  to  it,  N.  202 
Goodly^  lady,  her  partial  fondnefs  for  her  children,  N.  235.. 
Good-nature,  an  efTential  quality  in  a  fatiriil,  N.    42. 
Gof  d  will,  mutual,  the  bafis  of  fociety,  219 
Grammar  not  rightly  taught,  N.  234. 
Great- Britain  particularly  fruitful  in  religions,  N.  257. 
Great  men,  behaviour  of  forne  of  them  to  their  dependants, 

N.  196. 
Green-houfe,  a  defence  of  one,  N.  203. 
Guicciardini^  the  hiftorian,  a  prolix  writer,  N.  264. 
Gyges'snngy  the  ufe  Mr.  Bickcrjiaff  mzd^  of  it,  N,  24?. 

H. 

HAPPINESS,    v.'here   the    foundation   of  it   muft   be 
placed,  N.  251. 
HaiTock,  disputes  concerning  one  determined  in  the  court  of 

honour,  N.  259. 
Hats,  haberdaihers   of,    their   petition   againft  laced   ones, 

N.  270. 
H  loic  virtue,  wherein  it  conrifts,N.  202. 
Hiftory-paintings,  the  great  advantage  of  them,  N.  209. 
Honefty    as    necefiary    in    converfacion    as    in    ccmmerce, 

N.  219. 
Honour,  court  of,  N.  247. 

.^ its  proceedings,    N.  253,  256,  259,  262, 

265. 

.-  who  is  pofkft  of  the  higheft,  N.  202. 


Jiorace^  fome  account  of  him  and  his  writings,  N.  242. 

Humdrums,  who,  N.  264. 

Humphrey,  T'elosby^  his  complaint  againft  a  fexton  at  St. 

Paul's,  N.  241. 

Hunger,, 


THE    INDEX. 

Hunger,  one  of  our  ftrongcft  defires,  how  It  may  be  fa-, 
tisfied  agreeably  to  the  dignity  of  human  nature,  N.  215, 

Hufbandman,  his  pleafures  (lesi^t  to  thofe  of  a  philofopher, 
N,  233. 

I. 

JACK   Such.a-oney   what   fort  of   men    pafs    un4er   that 
title,  N.  206. 
Jefter  diftinguilhed  from  a  flatterer,  N.  215. 

, the  licheft  generally  the  beft,  N.  225. 

Imperfedion,  what  idea  that  word  Ihouid  convey,  N.  246. 

Inceft  in  drunkennefs,  N.  252. 

Incenfe^  rev.  Mr.  Ralph,  a  letter  to  him,  N.  270. 

Jndenture   of    marriage    drawn    up    \>y    Mr.    BichrJIaffl 

N.  igg. 
Initial  letters  on  a  tomb-flone,  N.  202. 
Injuries,  fcales  for  weighing  them,  N.  250. 
Innocence,  its  fafeft  guard,  N.  248. 
Inquietude,  natural,  how  cured,  N.  202. 
Jointures,  the  mifchievous  effects  of  them,  N.  199,  223, 
Jojeph  the  patriarch,  his  hiftory,  233. 
Jojhua   Fairlovey     his   petition   to  be   an   efquire   granted, 

N.  219. 
Journey  to   the  land's  end,  account  of  one,  N,  192. 
Ithuriel,  the  ufe  Mr.  Bickerjiaff  made  of  his  fpear,  N.  237. 
"Juvenal,  fome  account  of  him  and  his  writings,  N. '242. 

L. 

LAW  cafe  anfwered,  N.  igo. 
La-zy,  lady,    delcribed,  N.  248. 
Letter  from  Cato  Junior  to  Mr.  Bicker/Iaff,  N.  195." 

'  Felix  Trnnquillus  to  ecu  fin  Bicktrjlaff,  N.  270. 

■     ' friend  Aminadab  %o  friend  IJui  c.  N.  1.90. 

■  laay  Gimcrack  to  Mr.  Bickerjiaff^  N.  221, 

•- Penitence   Gentle  to   the   x^y,  Mx,  Ralph  incenfe^ 

N.  270. 
J^ibrarv,  female,  N.  248.  / 

Lie,  a  pernicious  monofyllable,  N.  256. 
f^illie^  Charles^  his  reports,  N,  25pt 

Linen- 
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Linen-draper  tried  in  the  court  of  honour,  N..259. 

Linen-drapers  of  Weftmlnjier^  their  petition,  N.  215- 

Literature,  the  proper  effects  of  it,  N.  197. 

Lloyd's  cofFee-houfe,  propofals  from  thence,  N.  268. 

Long-heads,  who,  N.  191. 

Lotiusy   had   rather   be  efteemed   irreligious    than   devout, 

N.  211. 
Love,  how  to  judge  aright  in  it,  N.  247. 

infeparable  from  efteem,  N.  206. 

Lucia^  a  rival  to  her  mother,  ibid, 
Lyfander^  difturbed  in  his  folitude,  N.  215. 

M. 

MAKEBATE,  EUzaheth^  indi£l:ed  and  punlflied  in  the 
court  of    hpnour,   for   the   affair  of    the   haffock, 
N.  259. 
Male  coquette,  his  bed  equipage  defcribed,  N.  243. 
M'-indeville^  Sir  John^  fome  of  his  remains,  N.  254. 
Marriage  fettlements,  by  whom  introduced,  N.  199. 

. ,» —     ilj     confequences     attending    them, 

N.223. 

one    drawn    up    by    Mr.    Bickerjlaff^ 


ibid. 

propofal  for  regulating  them,  ibid. 


the   caprice  and   hazards   attending   it,   N.   192, 


99- 

unhappy,  from  v^^hat  proceeding,  N.  192.  223- 


Matrimony,  rendering  it  cheap  difcourages  vice,  N.  223. 
Monofyllables,  a  difgrace  to  the  Eriglijh  language,  N.  230. 
Morning  defcribed  by  Milton^  N.  263. 

-  its  beauties,  ibid. 
Mountebanks,  their  artifices  to  enfnare  the  vulgar,  N.  24C1, 

N. 

NAB,   Ralphs   the   haberdafhcr  of   hats,    his   petition, 
N.  270. 
Nfwman^  Richard^  indided  by  major  Punio  in  the  court  of 

hi.)nour,  N.  256. 
Night    longer   formerly   in   this    ifland    than   at   prefent, 
N.263. 

Nofes, 
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Nofes,  a  diflertation  on  them,  N.  260. 

Nottingham,  why  young  ladies  cannot  lleep  there,  N.  222. 

Nova  Zembla,  account  thereofyN.  254. 


itec 
Old  BaMot-y  2LCcount  o(  that  comedy,  N.  193. 


/^LD  age,  wherein  delighted,  N.  207. 


PALAMEDE,    his   infamous  adventure  in  having  two 
wives,  N.  198. 
Pantomimes,   what   fort  of  perfons    to  be   efleemed    fucb, 
and    what  liberty  to  be  allowed   them  in    converfati  n, 
N.  268. 
Paradife  fills  the  mind  with  good    thoughts  and   pleafng 

ideas,  N.  237. 
Parents    generally  err  in  marrying  their  children,  N.  199. 

. the  folly  and   inj^ftice  of  their  partial  love  to  their 

offspring,  N.  235. 

wherein   they  may  be  allowed    to  be  particular  in 


their  affe<3:ion  to  their  children,  ibid. 

Parties,  all  are  compofed  of  the  rigid  and  the  fupple, 
N.  214. 

— .-  the  prevalence  of  them,  and  of  party  p^rejudice,  in 

En  gland y'H.  Z'^i. 

Partridge,  John,  certificate  of  his  death  to  prevent  coun- 
terfeits, N.  2^,  >tfej 

Patrick,  St.  a  great  deftroyer  of  frogs,  N.  236. 

Patrons,  their  general  "behaviour  to  their  dependants, 
N,  196. 

Penitence^  Gentle ,  her  letter  to  the  rev.  Mr.  Ralph  Incenfe^ 

N.  270- 
Peter  Plumb,  merchant,  indi£led  and  fentenced  in  the  court 

of  honour,  N.  256. 
Pi6lures,  the  true  ufe  of  them,  N.  209. 
» when  juft    and  ufeful  ornaments  of  an   elegant 

apartment,  ibid. 
Piety,  meannefs  to  endeavour  to  conceal   it,  N.  21 1. 
— — -  perfed  pleafure  arifing  from  it,  ibid. 

Pinners, 
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Pinners,    a  treatife  on  them  recommended  to  the  modcrii 

head-dreflers,  N.  212. 
Flagius,  parfon,  complaint  of  the  bookfellers  againft  him^ 

N.  269. 
Plainnefs  in  drefs  recommended,  212. 
Platonijl^  a,  forewoman  of  the  jury  of  the  court  of  honour, 

N.  253. 
PoHtencls,  the  affectation  of  it  expofcd,  N.  230. 
Politics  univerfally  prevail,  N.  232. 
Fofypragmon,  makes   it  the  bulinefs  of  his  life  to  appear  z 

cunning  fellow,  N.  191. 
Pcmpey,  a  black  boy,  his  letter  to  Mr,  Bkkerflaff^^ .  246. 
Prayer  of  lord  chancellor  Bacoriy  N.  267. 
Frociorjlaffy  Mr.  admitted  Mr.  Bicker flaff^s  kinfman,N.  27c. 
Pyrrhus^  king,  reproved  by  a  philofopher,  N,  202, 
PythagoraSy  a  pleafing  apothegm  of  his,  N.  214. 


0 


UACK  do<£tors,  great  friends  to  the  upholders,  N.  26t 
^_ their  artifices  and  cheats,  N.  240,  261, 

R. 


RALPH  ShaliGWy  the  fine  fpeaker,  N.  197. 
Recipe  of  Mr.  Bkkerfiaff  to  preferve  health,  N.  240. 
Recreations,  the  neceffity  and  advantage  of  them,  N.  248. 
Religions,     Great-Britain    particularly    fruitful     in    them, 

N.  257, 
Retirement,  requires  greater  talents  than  bufmefs,  N.  249* 
Ridicule,  the  ill  efFe(Sts  of  it,  N.  219. 
Riding  a  healthy  exercife,  N.  248. 
Rigid,  the,  an  untradtable  race  of  mortals  to  be  found  in  all 

parties,  N.  214. 
Romps,  how  cured,  N.  269. 
Royal  Society^  their  proceedings  cenfured,  N.  236. 

S. 

SALTERO,  don,  at  Chelfea,  a  curiofity  in  his  mufcum, 
N.  226. 

SaltgrOf 
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SalterOi  (3on,  cafes  referred  to  him,  N.  195. 
Satire,  the  ordinary  fubjedls  for;  N.  242. 

—  when  juft/miift  be   di<^ated   by  good -nature, /^/V.    • 

Satirilh,  cenfures  on  the  vain  pretenders  to  that  title,  ii^:'^. 

Scales  for  weighing  injuries,  N.  250. 

Scolding  a  great  enemy  to  womens  features,  N.  217. 

J . remedies  for  that  vice,  ibid.  221. 

Scolds  compared  to  witches,  N.  217. 

defence  made  by  one  at  Billingfgate^  N.  204. 

, dcfcribcd,  N.  217. 

what  lifualiy  makes  women  fo,  ibid. 

Scriptures,  the  ftyle  of  them  more  than  human,  N.  233. 
Sciidamore,  Sir,  in  Spencer^  the  allegory  of  his  adventures  tran- 

profed,  N.  194. 
Self-regard,  when  moft  contemptible,  N.  190. 
Serenades  condemned  as  a  filly  cuftom,  N.  222. 
Settlements,     marriage,    one    drawn     by    Mr.    Bichrjlaff^ 

N.  223. 

"■' rules  for  drawing  them,  N.  240. 

, their  ill  effeds, /^/i. 

Shallow^  Ralph,  the  fine  fpeaker,  account  of  him,  N.  197. 
Shield  of  love,  obtained  by  Sir  Scudamore,  N.  194. 

■ what,  ibid. 

Shilling,  the  adventures  of  one,  N.  249. 
Show  in  Germany  defcribed,  which  reprefented  all  the  reli- 
gions in  Great- Britain  in  wax-work,  N.  257. 
Simplex  Mundtiis,  the  meaning  of  thofe  words,  N,  212. 
Simulation  diftinguifhed  from  diffimulation,  N.  213. 
Slattern  defcribed  in  bed,  N.  243. 
Smith,  Dt.    Mr.    Bickerjiaff^s   corn-cutter,  cafes  referred  to 

him,  N,  195. 
SnufF,  how  and  when  it  ought  to  be  offered,  N.  197, 
Souths  Dr.  his  fermons  charad:erifed,  N.  205, 

. . quotations  from  them,  ibid^  211. 

Spencer,  the  tenth   canto  of  his  fourth  book  of  the  Fairy 

^een  tranfprofed,  N,  194. 
Stanhope,  general,  a  query  concerning  him,N.  212. 

wounded,  ibid. 

Slate  weather-glafs,  defcription  and  ufe  of  it,  214. 

Steele,  Mr.  his   acknowledgements  of    the  affiftance  given 

him  in  thefe  papers,  N.  271. 
Style,  depraved  by  modern  writers,  N.  230. 

Vol.  IV.  S  s  Style, 
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Style  of  the  fcriptures  more  than  human,  N.  233. 
Siimmer-houfe,  the  plan  of  one  defended,  N.  203. 
Supper  incroached  on  by  dinner,  N.  263. 
Supple,  the,  a  compound  in  all  parties,  N.  214. 


T. 


lABLES  of  refpe£l  and  civility,  N.  215. 
Taliacotius^  account  of  his  cures,  N.  260. 
the  firft  clap  dodtor,  ibid. 


Talkativenefs  a  fign  of  folly  and  ill-breeding,  N,  244. 
Temperance  the  belt  prefervative  of  health,  N.  240. 
Temple  of  love  defcribed  by  Spenfer^  N.  194. 
Tirewomen,  their  ignorance  of  drefs,  N.  212. 
Titles,  the  impertinent  ufe  of  them  ridiculed,  N.  214. 
^om  Courtley^  his  great  knowledge  and  courtefy,  N,  204. 
^om  Mercet^  a  profefTed  wit,  account  of  his  charadter  aucj 

converfation,  N.  219.  ' 

Tom  Springly,  wherein  an  hypocrite,  N.  213. 
Tom  Trueman^  entered  among  the  heroes  of  domeftic  life, 

ibid. 
Town  ladles  reproved,  N.  210. 

orators  defcribed,  N.  244. 

. poets  full  of  rules,  ibid. 

Tradefmen,    when   they   deferva  the  title   of  gentlemen, 

N.  207. 
Trueman^  Tom^  a  hero  in  domeftic  life,  N.  213. 
Trujly^  Sam^   account  of    his    vifits   to   two    old   widows, 

N.  266. 
Tulips,  variety  of  names  given  them,   218 


T  7ERSES,  a  valuable  diflich  by  Dr.  CaJ}y  N.  240, 

V'     — : defcribing  a  fhower  in  the  city,  N.  238. 

— ■  from  Cowley,  N.  251. 

«.- from  Hudibras  on  Taliacoiius,  N  260 

. Miltoriy  N.  217,  218,  222,  237.  263. 

Spenfer,  N.  194. 


on  Flavians  fan,  N.  239. 


Virginity,  how  properly  to  be  dated,  2i0. 

Virtue, 
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yirtue,  heroic,  in  common  life,  N.  213. 

. .  wherein  it  confifts,  N.  202. 

Virtuofos    cenfured    when    their    ftudies    are    ridiculous, 

N.  216. 

will  of  one,  N.  ibid, 

Vifits,  Sam  Trujlys  to  two  old  widows,  with  an  account 

of  the  accidents  that  befel  him  there,  N.  266.' 
Umlratilis^  the  imitator  of  Urbamsy  N.  244. 
Upholfterer,  Mr  Bickerjiaff's  neighbour,  letter  of  news  from 

him,  N.  232. 
Urbanusy  his  great  mcdefty  and  condefcenfion,  N.  244. 


W. 

WATCH  to  meafure  the  length  of  a  difcourfe,  for  the 
ufe  of  clubs,  N.  264. 
Wax-work,  in  Germany^  {howing  all  the  religions  in  Eng^ 

landy  N.  257. 
Wealth  a  di(tin£lion  only  in  traffic,  N.  203. 
Weather-glafs,  ftate,  N.  214. 

Wine,  to  whom,  and  when  to  be  allowed,  N.  252. 
Woman's-man,  the  whole  of  his  merit,  N.  247. 
Women,  have  not  the  favourable  allowances  men  take  to 

themfclvesj  N.  210. 

• — —  the  villainy  of  deluding  them  expofed,  ibid* 

• '• —  their  common  failing,  N.  247. 


OUNG,   Margery i  alias  dodor,  her  life  and  adven- 
tures, N.  226. 
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